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PIX STARS HI-HAT STRAWHATS 





Grand Jury Indicts Truckers, Union 


$4500 to Haul Legiter Next Door’ 





Federal Grand Jury yesterday¢ 
(Tues.) handed up a four-count in- | 
dictment in New York on charges Negro Actors Ask Better 
of antitrust law violations against | 
a group of theatrical scenery | 
ping outfits, Local 817 of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of The | 
atrical Drivers, and key officers of | Performers in New York last week 
the defendant companies and the set in motion a drive to persuade 
union. sponsors and agencies to. integrate 

Indictment followed an investi- | Negro performers in radio and tele 
gation by the Dept. of Justice of |—and the drive will take as its 
allegedly illegal practices—trade | theme the purchasing power of the 
restraints, price fixing, etc. — in; American Negro. 
shipment of props and stage equip-| Meeting of the group, with Ethel 
ment and scenery for film produ-;Waters as principal speaker, 
cers, legit theatres and television | adopted a resolution calling for 
stations. | “more liberal and broader integra- 

It's understood that Harold Las-| tion of Negro performers” on the 
ser, attorney in the D. of J.’s New| basis that Negroes in the U.S 
York office, supervised the probe,| spend $15,000,000,000 yearly for 
this being followed by submission | food, clothing and accessories. It 
of evidence to the jury. Trucking | also pointed up fact that Negroes 
situation for years has been a sore|in domestic service influence buy- 
spot in the legit field. However, it | ing habits. 
took on vast new dimensions with | 
the growth of TV; and elements | 
aligned with that new medium are | 
understood to have influenced the 
D. of J. action. 

Defendants are charged wit! 
demanding “unreasonably high” 
prices for their services, excluding 
independent truckers from the | 
field and putting to use the | 
“coercive powers” of Local 817 in | 
imposing the trade restraits. | 

Named in the indictment were 
Walton Hauling & Warehouse | ; ; 
Corp. and its prez, Eugene A. | In preparation for the third an- 
Walton; Tait Transfer Co. and its | niversary of the outbreak of the 
prez, Saul Freedman; Schumer | Korean War (June 25), most of the 
Theatrical Transfer, Inc., and its radio and tele networks had 
prez, Harry Schumer; Erie Trans- | ;eadied special shows on the con- 
fer and its prez, Harry Hyde; the ict. Plans toe time the airing of 

(C ‘ontinued on page 25) ‘the shows about the anniversary 


|date went down the drain as a 

truce appeared momentarily immi- 
Even the Plaster Goes As 
Sentimental Scavengers 





Korea Truce Talk 
Snarls Web Plans 








Shake in Radio-TV Shows: 


Coordinating Council for Negro | having more trouble this season 
'than usual signing up film names, 
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|as that of the stars,” 
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By FRED HIFT 


Pix personalities are playing it 
coy with summer stock this year. 
Ops on the silo circuit say they're 


despite offers of gcod coin and the 
lure of stage experience. 


Villain of the piece seems to be | 


people 
— and 


television, with the film 
who find themselves free 
their number 
ly as Hollywood goes deeper into 
its production slump—preferring 
to take a chance on a TV call 
rather than a strenuous 10-week 
tour of the strawhatters. 

“It’s the agents’ fault as much 
says Lewis 
Harmon, who runs the Clinton, 
Conn., Playhouse. ‘“‘Today we actu- 
ally have to fight for actors, and 
one of the prime reasons is that 
the agents, under present Equity | 
rules, get only 5% when booking | 
a client for a date on the silo cir- 
cuit. They’d much rather have 
them appear in films or on TV, 
where the 10° fee holds good.” 
According to Harmon, 


tion. 

But agents are only part of the 
reason. Others cited are: 

1. Las Vegas. Too many filmites 


have heard of the fabulous amounts | 


(Continued on page 66) 


AFTRA Suspends 
Untriendly’ Three’ 





Hollywood, June 23. 
| Coast American Federation of 
Television & Radio Artists took 


‘nets were left hanging with their | 


|nent two weeks ago. Then as the 
|fate of the truce, opposed by 
| Korean President Syngman Rhee, 
| lingered close to the anni date, the 
Scoop Up Empire Remains special show plans. 
Cupid heads, plaster rams and 
baroque sconces were ripped from ahead anyway wit 
he walls of Broadway's doomed shows. NBC radio, 
Empire Theatre last week and, 
along with other legit relics, were | TY, 


for instance, 


sold to over 70 sentimental scav- June 14 (when the show was sched- | 
uled it appeared the truce might} 
| CBS- | 


engers. 


These last remnants of the 60-| 
year-old playhouse, at Broadway 
and 40th St., were dispensed to 
souvenir- hunters by Henry Martin, 
who, ironically, stage-managed the 
Ale xander Knox drama, “The Clos- 
in : hey " which lasted four weeks two special shows—‘“Red Cross” 

he Empire in 1950. on the “Search That Never Ends” 

Be ‘n Nedbor, veepee of the Bea- program yesterday (Tues.), showing 

t Concrete Breaking Co., N. Y,, rehabilitation work of Red Cross 
v which is contracted to demolish volunteers in Korea and with Red 
Charles Frohman’s venerable legit Cross President E. Roland Harri- 
he use beginning July 1, detailed man as special guest, and a repeat 

Martin to be on the premises daily of the first invasion broadcast on 
tor two weeks in order to handle “Mutual Newsreel” tomorrow 


be finalized that weekend). 
TV last Sunday (2i) put on the re- 
habilitation documentary, ‘‘Korea 
Is My Heme,” a half-hour special- 
ly shot film. 

Mutual scheduled for this week 


saies of memorabilia that Empire Thurs.). Latter show commemorates | 
the broadcast three years before | 


lovers still covet. Along with Au- 
Sust Loyacono, stagedoorman of When Walt Simmons, correspond- 
he Empire for the past five years, ent for Mutual and the Chicago 
irtin took up his post at the Tribune, 
Sedoor from 5 to 8B p.m., and news from 


(Continued on page 66) | 


M 
Sta Seoul to his 


(Continued on page 22) 


Several of the nets have gone | 
with their special | 


most drastic disciplinary action in 


its history Monday night (22) when | ° " 
incident was unfortunate, as they ! $4 000 000 in Profits 
|did the fact that M&L may wind! ? ’ 


had defied the Un-American Ac- |} 


it ordered three members, who 


| tivities Committee, to be placed on 


aired a big hour-long documenta- | 
“Three Years of Korea,” on} 





| 


telephoned the invasion | 
wife in| 


| 


suspension for one year. 
haven't gone before the House 
Committee and AFTRA’'s exec 
board to testify freely by that time, 
they will be expelled from the 
(Continued on page 25) 


If they 
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‘Be Right Back’ 


Femme deejay of ‘Chinese 
Festival” on WHOM-FM,N. Y., 
last week broke into a record 
on her all-Chinese program 
Wong Bek Fay was sorry but 
she'd have to leave the pro- 
gram for a short while. 

Rushed to a hospital, she 
gave birth to her first boy 
(and fourth child) less than 
two hours later. 

It was the first time she 
missed a complete broadcast 
in almost two years of being 
on the air. Husband Louis 
Chu finished the program be- 
fore he began his floor-pacing. 


PALER TV, GAREO 


is increasing steadi- | 


steps are | 
being taken to correct that situa 


| “Rubbish, 





507, of Toast’ Fans Burn at Loss 
Of ‘Live’ Talent; Sullivan Drops Pix 


— 





Hollywood flirtation with TV via 
7 “Toast of 


. ‘ Ed Sullivan's CBS-TV 
Union Buys TV Time the Town" show has ended abrupt- 


ly with “unfavorable audience re- 


For ‘Overflow’ Diners action” forcing Sullivan to drop 
all film “previews” from future 

One of the most unusual oOne-| programs. Distribs have already 

suot sponsorship deals set in the! been notified of the decision 

N.Y. market was completed this! Reached in Hollywood Monday 

week when Local 32B, Building | (22) evening, Sullivan admitted 

Service Employees International, | viewer complaints about pix clips 

signed for a half-hour of time next! on the show had come as a sur- 

Sunday night (28) on WPIX, the) prise to him 

Daily News station, to show kine- “| thought I had a great thing 

scopes of their annual awards din-| here,” he said, “but both my mail 

ner the night before at the Coim-| and the mail of the factory have 

modore Hotel. ‘ been running about 50°) against 
Union, planning its dinner, fig-| films and in favor of live person- 

ured best way to get its 38,000/ alities. That's enough for me.” 

| members to see the dinner was by Sullivan attributed the films’ 

television, since the Commodore's, TV flop to “the peculiar psychol- 

Grand Ballroom seats only 1,200.| ogy of the TV audience” and not 

Union arranged for kinescopes of |t0 pix quality. “They just don't 

the event, then bought the half-| like motion pictures on a ‘live’ 

hour at 9 p.m. Sunday show,” he asserted. “The letters 
all sound alike. People say they 
tune in to see performers, not 
movies,” 

London Drunk’ - The vacationing ‘Toast’ me. 
and N.Y. Daily News columnist dis- 
closed that, even prior to his mak- 
ing up his mind to eliminate the 


$ ° b g i ’ ate 
ll IS to previews, he had been informed 
by James C. Petrillo, American 


| Federation of Musicians prexy, 


| An SRO Payoff : that he’d have to cut out traileriz- 


ing musicals due to AFM difficul- 
ties with the studios. Accordingly, 
“Small Town Girl” was the last 
| London, June 23 such pic to be skedded for the 
Despite Dean Martin & Jerry show 

| Lewis’ resounding click at the Pal-; While 
| ladium last night (Mon.), a segment excerpts on 


there'll be no more pic 
“Toast,” Sullivan has 


of the London press this morning | finalized arrangements for doing 
'(Tues.) was strangely positive in , “The David O. Selznick Story” this 
} accentuating the negative factor. | fall He is mecting on the Coast 
This was an untoward incident at today (Wed. with Charles Einfeld 


|the Monday opening when a dis- and Harry Brandt 20th-Fox east 
gruntled, reportedly unemployed (Continued on page 70) 

British vaudevillian, said to have | 
been slightly “under the influence,” 
marred the Yank comedy team’s 


ed the Yank comedy ‘Pacific’ May Overtake 
smash impression by exclaiming 
go home.” | ‘Okla.’ as Money Champ; 


The London dailies admitted the ! 


! “South Pacific,” still piling up 
hefty profits in its fifth year, is 


up with a new Pallladium record— 
or they will, if managing director 
but cer- | 


| Val Parnell has his way— now a prospect ultimately to over- 
|tain London critics have expressed | haul “Oklahoma” as the champ 
|}informal “concern” whether too! moneymaker of modern legit mu- 


many American acts were “invad- 
ing” England. (Parnell, in personal 
pique over the incident, stated he 
would sell more standing room 
lthan ever and thus help M&L_ merstein collaborations. 
| achieve a new record.) As of last April 30, “South 
The Daily Herald appraiser said, Pacific’ had earned $3,881,267 op- 
“Martin & Lewis, America’s top erating profit, of which $1,577,938 
| comedians, were booed at the Pal- was from the original production 
ladium last night. It had nothing to and $2,303,329 from the touring 
do with their act which was edition. Additional income included 
greeted throughout with ecstatic $266,327 from South Pacific Enter- 
shrieks of laughter.” prises (licensing use of the show 
There was also an implication of | title, song titles, etc.), $81,144 from 
| political overtones in one review the English production and $3,926 
| which stated, “They were treated from the Australian rights 
as though they were a couple of After deducting $42,327 paid to 
| NATO generals.” Some feel that’! Coast producer Edwin Lester as 
| the critical reaction to the comics | per contract, there was a net profit 
;may be another development in 4 of $4,190,338. Profit distribution to 
|trend started by the unfavorable date was $3,895,021 and there was 
|reviews of “Guys and Dolls.” De- $59,710 in cash reserves and other 
(Continued on page 25) (Continued on page 66) 


sical history. Show has now passed 
the $4,000,000 mark in profits, and 
gives no indication of fading out. 
Both musicals are Rodgers-Ham- 
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Riots in East Germany Cut Down 
Star Attendance at Berlin Pic Fete 


By HAROLD MEYERS + 


Berlin, June 23. 
Never has a film festival opened | 
in a less festive mood than has the 
Berlin Film Festival. The shoot- 
ing war that flared up in East Ber- 
lin on the eve of the third annual 


junket cast an atmosphere ol 
gloom, and led to the cancellation 
of some itial celebrations. Some 
of the intended visitors also have 
had second thoughts, and begged 
off coming to the fete 

While the news of the festival 
has mainly been crowded off the 
front pages of the local press the 
ferlin dailies have issued some- 
thing in the nature of a challenge 
to the stars who had originally 


promised to attend, saying in ef 
fect. “by vour deeds we will assess 
your courage.” 

First star to 


arrive was Gary 


Cooper, who came in on the open- 
ing day of the festival (18), and 
was mobbed on his arrival at the 
airport The West Berliners ap 
parently were determined that the 
grave events taking place almost 
within earshot were not to rob 
them of the excitement of feting 
a Hollywood celebrity. They evi- 
denced greater enthusiasm than 
similar crowds in London or Paris 
tefore he checked out for Rome 
last Sunday 21), Cooper, accom- 
panied by his wife and daughter 
took a look at a refugee transit 


camp for East Befliners and a GI 
hospital here. 
Hayter Ist British Star 


The first British star arrival was 


James Hayter, who came over fo! 

the screening of “Pickwick | 
Papers” on Friday (19). He step- | 
ped off the plane at Templehof | 
airport dressed as Mr. Pickwick, | 
and the gimmick paid off hand 

somely in press coverage. There 
was a battery of newsmen and 
photogs at the airport as well as 
newsreel] and TV cameramen and 


radio commentators. 

Although only in its third vear, 
the Berlin Festival is now firmly 
established as an_ international 


event. This time, 26 nations have 
entered product and 36 have sent 
delegations Films come exclu 
sively from the western bloc of 


countries to the total exclusion of 
productions from within the Soviet 
orbit From the point of view of 
the Western democratic countries, 
the significance of the Berlin fes- 
tival rests in its power to pene- 
trate into eastern Europe, and 
for this reason it is being vigor- 
ously supported by Washington, | 
Whitehall and the Quai d'Orsay. 
On the east side of the city the 
populace is starved for western- 
ized entertainment, and it is tough 
sledding for film-conscious Berlin- 
ers to be fed on a continuous diet 
of the propaganda output of Mos- | 


cow, Prague, Warsaw, etc. 
The present disturbances not- 
withstanding, they are more than | 


eager to cross the boundary as and 


'a charitable 





Tall Queen of Tonga 
In Pop Tune Plaudit 


London, June 23. 

Although the Coronation pop 
ongs are rapidly abdicating their 
positions in the hit parade, a new 
pop emerged here this week to 
cash in on one feature of the Coro- 
nation. A British monarch who 
captured the hearts of the crowds 
in the Coronation procession was 
Queen Salote, six feet, three inch 
ruler of the Tonga group of islands 
in Polynesia. She insisted on driv- 
ing in an open carriage despite the 
heavy rain, and the crowds went 
for her in a big way. 

So it was only to be expected 
that Tin Pan Alley should have 
seen the potentialities of the po- 


tentate. Jack Fishman, a news- | 
paperman, cleffed an opus called 
“The Queen of Tonga,” and the} 


dav after he wrote it, it was broad 


cast by the Stargazers vocal group | 
in the BBC “Show Band” airer. 
Campbell, Connelly Music took the 
song and a rush job by the print- 


ers brought out the pro copies in 
record time, with a picture of the 
monarch on the cover. 

Queen Salote has been presented 
with a recording of the song and 
an autographed manuscript of it by 
the pompoeer 


Mt. Resorts At Talent 
Crossroads; Catskills 
Up Blind Alley on Coin 


JOE COHEN 


New York’s sprawling mountain | 
resort belt in the Catskills, em- 
ploying more performers than any 
other area in the country, is ap- 
proaching a period of decision. 
The question being asked is, what 
happens now that they’re reaching | 
the apex of one of the most glam- 
orous 





belt? 
of the top names in the entertain- 
ment industry, have enticed the} 


biggest figures in the sports world 


and have spent sums up to $10,000 | 


weekly for entertainment of guests. 


| How can these standards be main- 


tained? 

The 
contradictions. Not far from Gros- 
singer’s, Ferndale, and the Con- 
‘cord, Kiamesha Lake, the top | 
spenders in the area, are small | 
hostels which have as their enter- 


|tainment highpoint a group of 


strolling mimes who perform a 
half-hour playlet under auspices of 
institution. At the 
end of the performance, one of the 
actors gets serious and makes a 
terrific pitch for the charity. Their 
fee is a cut of the contributions. 
In between are the spots which 


| still have a small social staff with 


when they're able, to gander the | “waiters who are single and have 
festival programs. At the main) to mix and mingle,” and the stock 
events, East Berliners are admit- 


ted at half price while just inside 
the Western zone, a special thea- 
tre has been set aside for their 
exclusive use, at which all the fes 
tival programs are. being re- 
peated. 
Tribute To East Berliners 
The festival teed off with a Hol 
lywood feature, but prior to the 
screening there were the intro- 
ductory speeches of welcome and 
distribution of prizes to local pro- 
(Continued on page 25) 


| $10,000 


| jole 


lowing 


; companies which put on several 
| shows weekly. 


The top spots will spend up to 
weekly, depending upon 
what names are available. They'll 
go all-out to bring in name shows 


that would do credit to any cafe | 


or theatre. In addition, they ca- 
sports figures into playing 
exhibitions at tennis, golf or hold | 
informal swim exhibitions. And! 
should the entertainment the fol- 
week be of a lesser cut 
‘Continued on page 56) 
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periods in the history of the | 


Catskill area is still full of | 
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Renulsive Bway 
Panned by Pravda: 


June 23. 











Washington, 
Broadway is “repulsive,” “taw- 
dry” and cluttered with “dives” 
and “brothels,” according to the 
Moscow sheet, Pravda, which has 
this to say about the area: 
“Broadway is a _ long, 
and noisy street. But 
speaks of Broadway 
theatre centre of America, one 
means that section of the street, 
about one-and-a-half kilometers 
long, between 42nd and 57th Sts. 
Here on Broadway and its adjoin- 
ing streets are the theatres and 
cinemas in which the fate of plays, 
films and concerts is decided. It is 
|} here that the success or failure of 
Ja playwright, producer or artist is | 
ee tn the. 
| 


curving 
when one 
as being the 





daylight this 
| Broadw ay resembles an ordinary 
| shopping street. Here, goods which | 
have been in stock for a long time 
are being sold. Enterprising traders 
who are not excessively inhibited 


“In the part of 


low quality goods by their personal | 
invention, They simply cheat, 
showing to customers good quality 
commodities and slipping bad prod- 
l ucts into their shopping bags. 

| “Public baths, hotel foyers and 
|night clubs which are recognized 
as brothels are squeezed 
tween the shops. 

“The outward appearance 
Broadway changes during the eye- | 
ning, although it does not become 
any cleaner or more attractive. Lit- 
ter, scraps of newspaper, cigaret 
butts and wrappings of chewing 
gum cover the pavement as well as 
|during the day. 

“The artificial illumination, how- 
ever, which during evening and 
night floods Broadway to some ex- 
|tent, hides its repulsive features. 
| It gives the onlooker a distorted 
|view. The cut-glass glitters, ordi- 
nary brass shines like gold, and 
nickel like silver. The light cre- 
,ates a mirage of richness and 
| beauty, although in reality all this 
is tawdry. 

“Broadway also leaves its impres- 
sion on the streets which it crosses, 
| but there is less light and _ still 
more filth on them. The public 
bars, correctly speaking, are dives.” 


KAYE INDIE SKEDS MORE 
PIX AS HE DUCKS VIDE 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Danny Kaye will steer clear of | 
television for at least another year, 








ances and on _ pictures, all of 
which may be done via his indie 
Dena Productions. Outfit 
nally was organized to do one film, 
the current “Knock on Wood,” 
Paramount release. 

Dena already has set a period 
| story with a Spanish background 
|as its next offering and other films 
jare in prospect. Kaye, Syliva Fine 
; (Mrs. Kaye), Norman Panama and 
' 
| 


| Melvin Frank are partnered in the | 
indie, 





Little World of D.C. 
Italian Films Export isn’t taking 
,any chances in releasing “The 


| Little World of Don Camillo” in | 


| Washington. 

| Pie preems in the capital July 9 
jin three 
| lish, Italian and French—at three 
| different houses. 


in be-| 


concentrating on personal appear- | 


origi- | 
B | squeeze yah’) and then he segued | 


for called Heintz | 


language versions—Eng- | 





Toledo’s Danny Boy Gets 


Toledo, June 23. 

“Danny Thomas Night” last 
Tuesday (16) at the Toledo Zoo 
Amphitheatre brought new honors 
to the Toledo-born film and nitery 
star, in connection with the Sesqui- 
Show celebrating the 150th year 
of Ohio statehood. 

Thomas received a glass key to 
the city, a scroll from the Lucas 
County Ohio Sesquicentennial 
Commission, an _ honorary life 


ber of Commerce, and a letter of 
congratulations from Samuel Car- 
dinal Stritch, Archbishop of 
Chicago. 

Joe E. Brown, film comedian, 
and Rev. R. Lincoln Long are the 
only other honorary life members 
in the Toledo Chamber The 
scroll, presented by Mitch Wood- 
bury, Toledo Blade Theatre critic, 
— him “a great entertainer, 

outstanding humanitarian, 
| eniahae and citizen.” 








| - 
'Europe’s Royal Families 


Have Been on Disk Kick 
Since Old Edison Days 


By JIM WALSH 
With Queen Elizabeth’s corona- 
tion June 2 still very vivid in 
the eyes of the world, it’s note- 
worthy that there has been a close 
association between the British 
royal family and the phonograph 
almost since Edison turned out his 
| first tinfoil instrument. Same is 
| true to a lesser extent of other 

European: ruling classes. 
Ri iwing had been on the throne 





An Armful of Prizes 


membership in the Toledo Cham- | 


Loyalty Checks in Vidpix Extends 
To Technicians, All Other Facets 


Hollywood, June 23 
| Loyalty checks on vidpix shiny < 
have been extended to the point 
where they include not only ¢res. 
tive talent, but technicians i 
|}everyone connected with th: ; 
| duction, it’s reported by a 
ber of leading telepix pri 
here. Producers report the 
checks are far more strict 
a national sponsor is involved 
more liberal if the program ji 
ing offered on a syndicated 


On the nationally spor i 
shows, producers report it’s 
practice to turn over a complet 


| list of cast and crew to the 
tising agency branch here , 
in turn sends it to the N. Y. home- 
office for clearance. Producers ad. 
mitted they did not know whether 
the sponsor actually partici) 
in the clearance, since their func. 
tion is simply to supply the agency 
with the list. 

One producer of a network s 


| 

| With a national sponsor said h: 
| not allowed to use anyone 

| either is considered active in 


|Communist movement, or who has 
been so charged and has 
cleared himself. This rule applies 
strictly to everyone working or 
ithe telepic, he said. 

Another leading producer 
he regularly gives his agency 


; Ramen of his director, writers, cast 
jand crew, they're sent east, and 
, checked, and he’s then told eit 
| that they're okay or “not ava 
i ble.”’ He commented, “Sometimes 


some innocent persons get hurt 
because they joined what appeared 
to them to be a liberal movement 
years ago, and eventually turned 
out to be a Communist front.’ He 
said, however, that very few of his 
people had been rejected. 

One top producer said he does 
his own checking, and makes it a 
| point to be certain of the people 


years when the first phono, he employs. He said when new 
- squawked “Mary Had a _ Little | ones are hired, | he makes it a 
Lamb” in 1877. She remained | Practice to learn if the person eve: 


Queen 24 years longer. It is not 
generally 


Harrington is said to be the only 


They have employed some | with a conscience compensate for} person who induced her to talk into 


a phonograph. She consented only 
when he explained to her the im- 
mense weight that a message from 
her, conveyed in recorded fashion, 
would have upon the Emperor of 
| Abyssinia, 

Queen Victoria, the story goes | 
on, stipulated that once the mes- 
sage had been delivered to the Em- 





of | peror the cylinder should be de-|COmpany was extremely 


stroyed. King Menelik is said to} 
have been so delighted at hearing 
(Continued on page 70) 


known that one Sir John | 


| was a Communist. This producer 
said he was familiar with the 

| dustry-agency loyalty check, but 
did not practice his check in that 
| manner. 

One producer, 


handling syndi- 
cated shows, said he was not cogni- 
zant of rigid restrictions on the 
people he used in vidpix, and 
| pointed out that since his shows 
!are handled on a syndication basi 


S 


|he has a greater degree of lati- 
tude. He said, however, that the 

careful 
|}about talent it employed, making 


certain they had no Communist 
associations. 











Hollywood. 


One night back in 1903, a mere 
half a century ago, I strolled into 


of entertainment. There 
good looking kid standing on top 
of an upright piano singing some 
| hymns. The piano player was a 
|lad named Al Gumble, 
the famous and beloved Mose. 
sawdust canary was doing some 
character songs. I still remember 
them—a Yiddish chant called ‘Miss 
Sarah Rosenstein.” (“I'll buy you 
| presents fine, I'll have my life in- 
| sured for you; I'll buy a home 
|that’s all brand new, That's what 
I'll do for vou Miss Sarah Rosen- 
stein’). He could outkatz Mickey 
Katz. I listened in amazement. 
Then he went into a Dutch routine, 
k song named “Louisa Schmidt” 

“Louisa, how I'd like to hug and 


The 





| 


into a number 
(“‘Heintz, Heintz. 
ter with Heintz; 
down the street; Vas is 
Heintz’s feet; Ach yah, 
|trouble with men; He's been to 
57 bars and Heintz is pickled 
again’). ‘Heintz’ was written by a 


what's the mat- 


los mit 


| 


| piano player who worked down the | 


|street at Fred Train’s—a mugg 





Fisher. He and Jimmy Lucas had 
just written a jingle entitled “If 
the Man in the Moon Was a Coon.” 
I told myself this is the greatest 
|saloon entertainer I ever heard. 
He is 20 years ahead of his time. 
They told me he owned the cafe 
and that he was selling it to join 
ia burlesque show, a Dave Marion 


The Saga of a Showman 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
a Chicago Cafe Chantant in quest | 


was 2) 


brother of | 


See him wv abbling | 


dot’s the | 


with a broken dialect named Fred | 








;Eastern Wheel extravaganza. He 


| Was stage struck. 
| He didn’t stay with Marion long 
Next I hear is that he is working 
with the Melnottes, a sister team 
|of some renown who later took a 
}man named Clay Smith to replace 
him. The trio had been in the big 
fire in Frisco in 1906. He grabbid 
{himself another sister act called 
the Millership Sisters, and they 
went into vaudeville. A short time 
later one of the girls married 
Leonard Hicks, who ran a theatri- 
cal hotel in Chicago called the 
Grant. He used to be a clerk at 
the Hotel Saratoga, a hangout for 
the three-a-dayers. 

The marriage busted up the team 
and he went looking for another 
pair. He discovered a No. 2 act 
that called themselves the Dolly 
| Sisters, and one day when he had 
nothing else to do he married one 
of them. In no time at all they had 
skyrocketed the turn into headline 
prominence. They got tempera- 
/mental and biew the little guy off. 
At last he was on his own. He 
grabbed a job in a Broadway musi- 
cal, where he sang “I’m Always 
Chasing Rainbows” into success. 
He worked at the Winter Garden 
in a show called “Maid in Amer- 
ica” and then he vanished. Where 
|or why he went no one knows; in 
a few years he was forgotten ex 
;cept by a few old troupers who 
| would ask me if I ever heard from 
(him. I didn’t know any more than 
they did. 

He was not the only one who 
‘hoe the vaudeville handwriting on 


(Continued on page 26) 
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Nth Splurges in Europe to Break 
Stereo Sound Bottleneck: Skouras, 


se European manufacturers + 





‘tocl quickly for production 
smaScope screens, lenses 
. reophonic sound equipment, 
on the Continent after) 
I January will be fitted with 
. een systems faster than 
t U. S. counterparts, 20th-Fox 
prexy Spyros P, Skouras declared 
return from Paris here Sun- 

( 21 
rhe 20th topper reported the 
company was sinking ‘“‘millions”’ in 
fil syncing and commitments to get 
manufacturers in Germany, Italy, 
France and Spain to push the pro- 
duction of magnetic sound repro- 
duction gear, tailored to the 20th | 
»f four sound tracks on the | 
ne film as the image. Sound | 
units have been a CinemaScope | 
bottleneck. German firm, Siemon- | 
Halske, is now turning out 250) 
pieces of sound equipment a| 
nth, but expects to raise the | 
total to 500 by October. An Italian | 
tfit promises 400 a month by | 
October. | 


While in London, Skouras indi- 
cated he intended to discuss with | 
J Arthur Rank a deal whereby a 
subsidiary of Gaumont-British | 
would turr out a supply of Cinema- | 


| 





| 


No C’Scope ‘Packages’ 

Original idea of 
Scope “package” sales. has 
been found “impractical” and 
has been abandoned, 20th-Fox 
prexy Spyros P. Skouras said 
Sunday (21) in N. Y. on arriv- 
ing from the first European 
CinemaScope demonstrations 
in Paris. 

Sale of the equipment is 
now veing handled entirely by 
the dealers who obtain screens 
and lenses through 20th. 
Skouras said it was found that 
many exhibs will order the 
screen without taking the lens 


Cinema- 


simultaneously. Pair of lenses, 
incidentally, comes to $2,850, 
of which $350 is the equip- 
ment men’s cut. Rest goes to 
20th which, according’ to 
Skouras, isn’t going to make 
the profit on the equipment 
that had been originally an- 
ticipated. 





Dubbed Lingo Pix 





Scope lerses for the British Com- | 
monwealth. 
Goldstein Deal OK _ S ll or 
While final decision rests with | 
the 20th board, Skouras neverthe- | 
serted that he was in favor 
( i deel, under which Leonard | lm Ol | 
Goldstein would become an indie | 
producer releasing a minimum of | 
10 pix through 20th. “It’s a partic With a shortage of standard pix | 
ularly good thing, since Goldstein | expected as Hollywood shifts to 
! 
(Continued on i waae © 24) jnew techniques, foreign film dis 


Hit the Road to Bally 
‘Main St. to Broadway,’ 
Dietz Urges Legit Stars. 


Pitch to Broadway stage person- 
alities to take to the road to plug 
Main Street to Broadway,” ex- 
hib-backed film extolling the legit | 
Stage, was made yesterday (Tues.) | 
by Howard Dietz, pub-ad topper of | 
Metro, which is releasing the 
picture, 
eon 


at Toots Shor’s, was aimed not 


only at the personalities who 
appear in the Lester Cowan pro- | 
duction, but also at other legit 


Players. Metro exec’s view is that, 
not only will the picture benefit, 
but it will also aid the living thea- 
tre on the road. 

Picture, made 


in conjunction 


| 


|tribs are prepping to step into the 


| 
| breach 


| 


f 


| 


| petition from one or more of the | 
jmajor U. S. 
Dietz’s appeal, made at a lunch- | 


| distrib company, 


' 


via increased activity in 
dubbed films. Purveyors of lingo 
product especially feel that dubbed 
fone can fill the gap in programmer 


nd “B” films. Indications already 
ror that major U. S. filmeries will 
; Sharply curtail or completely elim- 


| inate the “little” pix as they swing | 
to spectacles to take advantage of 
| the new dimensions. 

In pushing dubbed films for dual 
situations and minor houses, the 
foreign distribs may run into com- 


distribs. At least one 
important American distrib has al- 
ready picked up a group of foreign 
pictures with an eye toward dub- 
|bing them for 
| expected product shortage. 
| perfection of the dubbing 
nique, as demonstrated by 
Films Export’s success with 
“Anna,” it’s figured that a U. S. 
with its far-flung 
sales organization, 
hefty profit. 
Although prices for foreign pix 
vary considerably, ranging from as 
(Continued On page 71) 


With 
tech- 
Italian 





Murphy’s ‘No Real Red 


with the Council of Living Theatre, 
v hich will receive 25° of the 
protits to advance the cause of | 
legit in the hinterlands, features 
Such stage names, playing them- 
selves, as Tallulah Bankhead, Ger- 
trude serg, Ethel Barrymore, 
SI irley Booth, Louis Calhern, Fave 
Emerson, Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
Rex Harrison, Helen Hayes, Joshua 
Log in, Mary Martin, Lilli Palmer, 
Richard Rodgers, John Van Druten, 
Asnes Moorehead and numerous 
others. If Metro, which Dietz in- 


©icated would foot the bill for the 
a succeeds in corralling some 
“tHe name players in “Main St..” 
be able to offer the most 
bally contingent ever pre- 
‘d for exploitation of a film. 
Such a tour,” Dietz declared, 
only help M-G in sell- 
Continued on page 24) 


UA Racks Up Record Week 
_ Billings of $1,001,000 


ited Artists last week chalked 
Sreatest amount of domestic 
“S for a single week in his- 
amounting to $1,001,000. The 
vhich ended June 20, was 
nal one in a sales drive under 


‘ »! 
k al sales manager Bernard G. 


iff 


Doter t 


sented 


not 





S 


n 


ner 


’ 
} 


I amin ent 


among the pix in 
ul 


ition for the company were 
Moulin Rouge,” “Bwana Devil” 


' tate dates) and the reissue com- 


—_ oven of ‘ ‘High Noon” and “Af- 
i) 1 Queen. 


| reported 


Influence Now in H’wood’ 


Hollywood, June 22. 

“There is no real Communist in- 
fluence left in Hollywood today,” 
George Murphy, chair- 
man of the Screen Actors Guild 
committee seeking means to oust 
suspected subversives from the 
Guild. “But we are determined 
there shall not be a buildup in the 
future.” 

Committee will make its rec- 
ommendations to the SAG exec 
board next Monday (29), which 
will, in turn, pass_recommenda- 
tions to the membefship. 

Murphy explained the commit- 
tee was probing legal means to 
oust anyone suspected of Commu- 
nist links. 

He said Communists like 
appearances and costiy trials 
“They love the spotlight. We are 
trying to solve this problem in an 
orderly manner, without having to 
spend time and money in court.” 
He said the committee also ap- 
proached the problem from the 
standpoint that something must be 
done to aid in rehabilitation of 
former Communists and those still 


court 


| confused who must be helped “back 


jon solid ground.” 


release during the | 


can chalk up a 


OVERALL PRICE 


FAN NEAR 














Complete realignment of the ad- 
| mission price structure, with an 
advanced b.o. tab, appears to be 
developing as a result of the in- 
troduction of the 3-D and wide- 
stereopix, usually a _ 50° rental 
deal, has forced theatres to up 
| their admissions. In addition 
roadshow policy, followed by such 
processes as Cinerama and most 


probably by the upcoming Cinema- 
| Scope and Todd-AO, will see the- 


atres asking patrons to shell out 
more for their film entertainment 
than heretofore. 

Indications of the new price sys 
tems are already evident, with ex- 
amples of circuits and other thea- 
tres moving toward a higher ad 
mission price Even prior to the 
“new era” film media, theatres 
throughout the country had to up 
the admission tab because of 
rental demands of pix designated | 
by filmeries as “specials.” With 
sO many pix requiring an advanced 
entry charge, some theatres fig 
ured they might as well advance 
their prices permanently. | 

In Chicago, for example, the 
Balaban & Katz circuit has been 
playing so many advanced price 
pictures that, in order to stop con- 


DEPTHIES’ TIX TILT UPHEAVAL 





Todd AO T-Bomb of 3-D’ Sez Schenck; 
See Oklahoma’ $1,000,000 Pic Sale 


Split | Review 
York 
last 


to 


New 
to three 
whether 
prior to 
had been seen on T\ 
question was “Devil's Plot,” 
which preemed at the Rialto 

After seeing it, reviewers 
got wind that it had had a TV 
run. Final verdict: The Times, 
Trib, Post and News reviewed 
it. The World-Telegram, Jour- 
nal-American and Mirrer did 
not Published reviews were 
luekwarm 


Exhibs Irked At 
Senate Brush 
To D. of J. Reps 


Small 
in 


critics split tout 
in deciding 
review a 


theatre 


WeeCK 
film that 
its opening 


Pie in 





Senate 


probing 


Decision of the 


susiness Committee 


Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d may soon be set 
on a $1,000,000 picture sale of 
Oklahoma,” to be made in the 
lodd-AO third-dimension process, 

If the deal goes through Fred 
Zinnemann (who did “High Noon”) 
will direct it Mike Todd and 
the American Optical Co. have 
developed what Joe Schenck, 


George Skouras and the other top- 
| pers in the United Artists Theatre 
| Corp., the Robb & Rowley Circuit, 
and the Naify Circuit in northern 
California, call the T-bomb of the 
picture business 

It all revolves around Todd-AO, 
the new which permits si- 
multaneous production on 65m and 
35m, in color, with  six-channel 
Stereophonic sound, and achieves 
the same third-dimension effect as 
Cinerama, with which Todd was 
originally associated. The old-line 
American Optical Co. helped the 
develop and perfect 


proce 


Tod 1-AO. 
Schenck, 
given to 


a veteran showman not 
superlatives, along with 
Skouras, the other UA Theatres 
execs and partners, and the Hol- 
lywood production people who saw 
Todd-AO in realistic projection at 


(Continued on page 70) 


‘Disney’s 3G Weekly Pay 


Check ‘Excessive,’ Claim 
| Stockholders in Suit 


Los 23 

Walt Disney’ produc- 
tion exec for the un- 
reasonable, exce of 
to the of 
the corperation,” account- 
ant Clement J charged 
in a derivative stockholders suit 
| filed in Superior Court here 
| Action names Disney, Walt Dis- 
|} ney Productions, Roy O. Disney, 
Gunther R Lessing, Paul J. 
Pease, Gordon E. Youngman, Wal- 
ter Disney, Inc., Jonathan B. Love- 
lace and George E. Jones Latter 


June 
as 


Angeles, 
salary 
cartoonery is “ 
ive and out 
net earnings 
UCLA 
Melancon 


proportion 


(Continued on page 25) 


fusing its patrons by dropping the | dustry trade practices not to sume | 
price for the occasional standard | jon reps of the Dept. of Justice 
pic, it has raised its prices for all! to testify, has caused considerable | 
pictures. Cleveland firstruns hiked evebrow lifting in exhib. circles 
their prices not too long ago and) pyzziement and surprise stems 
the subsequent runs followed suit.) from the fact that exhibs. in pre- 
(Continued on page 24) senting their case to the Senate 
body, based the brunt of their 
‘ . argument on the Justice Dept.'’s 
$400 000 PICNIC TAG laxity in enforcing alleged viola- 
/ tion of the Government's consent | 
SCARES OFF PIX BUYERS. "ie stsmn | 
f3oth Abram F. Myers, Allied 
Fancy price tag of $400,000 is| States general counsel, and Alfred 
being put on the screen rights of! Starr, Theatre Owners of America 
the legit hit, “Picnic,” authored by) prexy, stressed that many of the 
William Inge Several companies (Continued on page 24) 
are interested, but execs call the 
| asking price much too high for a R a 
deal under present market con- B E T k 
po ll enjamin s Europe ire 
The Inge play is just about the | Robert S. Benjamin, United Art- 
/only property currently getting! ists board chairman, will be off 
film studio attention. Otherwise,! July 9 on a five to six week swing | 
| the story market has fallen. to a of London, Paris, Rome and pos- | 
inew low, with buying activity at a) sibiy other key cities in Europe. 
{minimum. Companies’ story de- Combining a vacation with busi- 
| partments feel the lull will con- ness, Benjamin will inspect indie 
i tinue until the fall, when pro-! production and UA’'s distribution 
| ducers have brought some order. setup on the Continent and Eng- 


into thei ir widescreen thinking. 


‘Dp: ’ 

2d, ‘Pickup, 
Despite 
weather and 
; many more 


of torrid 
expansion to take in 
key cities covered by 
VaRIETY, release of a batch of new, 
strong pix making for a strong 
biz setup this stanza. Heavy rains 
gave the boxoffice a break over 
the past weekend which helped the 
overall total. Present round again 
saw 3-D product getting a big play 
from patrons. 

“From Outer Space” (U), champ 
last stanza, is sti!l strong currently 

“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB), out on release for first time 
this frame, is capturing second po- 


resumption 


ls 


sition. “Pickup on South St.” 
(20th) is winding up third. ‘“Cine- 
rama” (Indie) is taking fourth 
money. 

“Shane” (Par), second last ses- 
sion, is dipping to fifth mainly via 
new, stout competition. “South 
Sea Woman” (WB), starting out in 
earnest this week, is capturing 
sixth place while “Arena” (M-G), 
a newcomer, is seventh. Latter is 
somewhat. uneven. 

“Pony Express” (Par), with a 
burst of strength, is pushing up to 
No. 8 slot, with “Scared Stiff” 
(Par), 9th “Desert Song” (WB) 
and “Sangaree” (Par) and “Lili” 
(M-G) round out the Golden Dozen 
“Fort Ti’ (Col) and Column 
South” (U) are runner-up films 
currently in that order. 

“A Queen Is Crowned” (U), play- 


ing mainly in small, arty theatres, 


is socko. The Technicolor tinter of (Complete 
‘the Coronation, playing in some 20 


land. 


National Boxoffice Survey 
Biz Still Nice Despite Heat; 


‘Cinerama’ Next—‘Crowned’ Standout 


‘Beast’ 


‘Space,’ No. 1, 


keys, is doing sock to terrific or 
record trade in most spots. In some 
instances, it is doing better on 
holdover than first week 

Besides “Beast,” “Arena,” and 
“South Sea Woman,” some. of 
other newcomers show) promise. 
“Dangerous When Wet” (M-G), 
new Esther Williams starrer, 
shapes a pat bet for summer 
biz. starting out at N. Y. Musie 
Hall with big session. “Volcano” 
(UA) preemed nicely in Boston 
“Seandal at Scourie”’ (M-G), mild 
in Chi, is slow in Detroit, Portland 
and L. A. “Dream Wife” (M-G) 
looms fair in two spots. “Story of 
Three Loves” (M-G) looks sturdy 
in three keys this frame. 

“Desert 20th) had a real | 


as 


fats” 


show of strength in Chi, Washing- 
ton. end Cincinnati. “O. K. Nero” 
(IFE) is paying off with a fancy 
stanza at N. Y. Globe, where all 
the bally gimmicks are being used 
to. draw biz 

“Let’s Do It Again’ (Col) is 
rated fair in Frisco. “Split Sec- 
ond” (RKO) looms mild in Balto 
“Farmer Takes a Wife” (20th 
shapes dull in same key 

“Juggler” (Col) continues slug- 
gish this round. “Moulin Rouge” 
(UA), capaciiy in Toronto and 
sock in Philly, seems sure of set- 
ting an all-time longrun mark in 
Seattle where a 12th week has 
been set. 


Boa office Reports on 
Pages 12-13) 
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Exhibs Squawk as 4 Distribs More 


Than Flirt With Skiatron’s Fee-TV 


Major distribs, while outwardly 
protesting that they have no more 
than a superficial interest in sub- 
scription TV, are actually a good 
deal more intrigued by the idea 


than it appears, despite some 
exhib beefs 
Execs of most of the majors went | 


to see the toll-TV demonstration | 
put on in N.Y. recently by Skiatron |} 


and came away in a mood to delve 


into the subject further. While all | 


companies were asked to come 
through 
scriber-Vision test, only 
—actually did. A fifth originally 
showed enthusiasm but then backed 
out. Paramount, Warner’ Bros., 
20th-Fox and Universal turned the 
request down cold. 

While it’s considered significant 
that M-G should be one of the 
quartet to provide film, there is 
a good deal of dissension among 
the companies over the ultimate 
economic feasibility of pay-as-you- 
see video. Even those favoring such 
a system are presently keeping 
quiet about it, feeling that this is 
not the time to antagonize exhib 
customers who are being asked to 
choose among various widescreen 
systems. 

Feeling was underscored when 
the Subscriber-Vision issue arose. 
Skiatron got several of the distribs 
to agree to make pix available. 


Condition was, however, that there | 


would have to be at least four com- 
panies giving films before there 
could be any announcement. The 
four finally participating did get 
mild exhib kicks as a result. 
Interesting view on subscription 
TV was voiced Sunday (21) by 20th 
prexy Spyros P,. Skouras, who 
stated flatly that, in his opinion, 
pay-as-you see-TV in some form 
would “eventually become a real- 
ity.” He quarreled, however, with 
its economic realities, holding that 


any system finally adopted would | 


Skiatron, Happy With N.Y. 
Fee-TV Test, Mulls Runs 
In Pittsburgh and L.A. 


Highly satisfied with results of 


its recent New York demonstration | 


of Subscriber-Vision, Skiatron may 
expand its plans to hold similar 
limited public showings in Pitts- 
burgh and Los Angeles. Project is 
still strictly in the discussion stage, 
but is apt to come off before Skia- 
tron goes before the Federal Com- 
munications Commission in early 
October to ask for a commercial 
license for its toll-TV system. 

L. A, run is seen particularly de- 
sirable, since it would rouse the 
studios to the Subscriber-Vision 
potential. In Pittsburgh, a one- 
channel town with a dearth of 
sports shows, Branch Rickey, 


be enthusiastic about subscription 
TV. 

N. Y. demonstration, which cost 
Skiatron an estimated $100,000, 
netted Skiatron a lot of good 
publicity, along with more than 
3.000 reaction cards. Majority 
thought of Subscriber-Vision in 
terms of the average setowner’s 
ability to view good pix Without 
annoying breaks for ad plugs. Con- 
cern was expressed also over the 
charges Skiatron intends to make 
for its programs. 


Reps of both Telemeter and @"y amount that it is increased will | 
Phonevision—the two Subscriber- | Teflect itself in candy sales because | 


Vision competitors in the toll-TV 
field—attended the Belmont-Plaza 
run, as did various film company 
execs. Distribs cooperating with 


Skiatron by providing free pix 
were Metro, Republic and RKO. 
Walt Disney also came through 


with two features. 

Execs were reluctant last week 
to indicate what reaction, if any, 
they have had from exhibs. It's 
understood, however, that some 
protests were registered with the 
companies that provided product. 
Films were actually the same that 


had been made available for the | 


Zenith 
cago. 
Interesting angle is that Skia- 
tron, while welcoming what co- 
operation it did get from the dis- 
tris, had a brace of good pix on 


Phonevision test in Chi- 


with product for the Sub- | 
four— | 
Metro, RKO, Republic and Disney | 





+ 


Bugs Get Billing 


Houston, June 23. 

Jack Farr, manager of the 
Trail Drive-In Theatre here, is 
literally taking the bugs out 
of his operation, and the b.o. 
is humming as a result. 

instead of playing up the 
pictures showing at the ozoner, 
Farr’s ads stress a device that 
kills mosquitoes and other in- 
sect pests that prey on drive- 
in patrons. Device, known as 
“Swingfog,” gets top billing in 
Farr’s bally. Ads, which fea- 
ture a drawing of the device, 
a pulse-jet item that atomizes 
a liquid insectide into a dense, 
clinging fog, invite the audi- 
ence to see the machine in 
action. ‘‘Come out,” they say, 
“enjoy the show and see this 
machine work.” 





Cowdin as State 
Dept. Pix Topper 


Washington,June 23. 
Increased importance and new 
| conception of the job of head of 
the State Dept.’s International Mo- 
tion Picture Service is indicated 
by appointment of J. Cheever 
Cowdin, who was chairman of the 
board of Universal Pictures from 
1936 to 1949. 

Cowdin replaces Herbert Ed- 
| wards, longtime chief of the serv- 
lice who came up via the newsreel 
| route, and who resigned a few 
weeks ago. Job has been essentially 
one of propaganda. The Service 
has handled non-commercial mo- 
tion pictures shown—generally 
free—all over the world. Films 
generally show facets of life in 
America, and are designed to coun- 
teract Soviet propaganda. The 
unit both produces on its own and 
adapts shorts, which have been 
made in Hollywood or specially 
produced for industrial firms and 
} other groups. 
| Cowdin is known principally as 
a financier. Presumably, his value 
will consist in large part in his im- 
portant Hollywood connections on 
whom he'll be able to call for as- 
sistance. If this is so, it means that 
the State Dept.’s International In- 
formation Administration plans to 

(Continued on page 24) 


B.0., CANDY DEAL DANDY; 
STRONGER TIES URGED 


America’s sweet-tooth craving 
can be utilized to fill the b.o. cav- 
\ity which, in turn, will stimulate 








| 





| 








Sate of America, told 7,000 


candy manufacturers at the 70th 
anni convention of the National 
|Confectioners Assn. in New York 
| last week. 

Urging the candy 
| help promote film attendance 
}through its advertising program, 
| Levinson said, “I know of no surer 
; way to increase the sale of candy 
|} bars than by increasing the at- 
tendance in motion picture thea- 
tres. Our potential increase in at- 
;tendance is probably 100%, and 


industry to 





lof the direct relationship between 
attendance and sales.” 





Vistarama to Market 





Vistarama, widescreen process 
|employing an anamorphic lens sim- 
ilar to 20th-Fox’s CinemaScope, 
plans to market its lens to ex- 
hibitors. Decision marks a change 
in the outfit’s original policy to 
concentrate on the 16m market. 
Although he declined to state 
,the cost of the Vistarama 35m lens, 
topper Carl Dudley indicated that 
the price would be less than 20th’s 
|asking price of $2,875. Dudley re- 
turned to the Coast last week fol- 


|lowing a demonstration of Vista-| 


Balaban Back to N. Y. 


Barney Balaban, 


‘morrow (Thurs.) from a vacation 
in Europe. 4 

Exec’s trip back is earlier than 
had been expected. He had been 
abroad late last month, hopped 
back to Gotham for the annual 
Par stockholders meeting early this 
month and followed this with the 
return trek to Europe. 


Warners’ 6-Month 
Net, $1,875,000 


Wrapup of Warner Bros.’ prior- 
|divorcement financial status re- 
| veals a net profit of $1,875,000 for 
lthe final six months ending Feb. 
| 28, 1953, the effective date of re- 
organization. For the correspond- 
ing period of 1952, the company, 
now made up of separate picture 
and theatre outfits, showed a net 
profit of $3,750,000. after provision 
| of $3,900,000 for Federal income 
taxes and $200,000 for contingent 
| liabiHties. Most recent statement 
|shows provision of $2,300,090 for 
Federal taxes and $200,000 for con- 
tingent liabilities. 

Net profit for the six-month 
stanza ending Feb., 1953, is equiva- 
lent to 37¢c. per share on the 4,- 
| 950,000 shares of common stock 


| outstanding at that time. Similar 


| period of 1952 showed net profit 
equal to 66c. per share on out- 
standing shares of 5,619,785. 

Film rentals, theatre admissions, 
| sales, ete., totaled $52,359,000 as 
|compared with $57,529,000 for the 
| corresponding period last year. In- 

(Continued on page 58) 
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| Sked ‘Dr. Sarnoff’s Planets’ 
(Science Fiction, Not Bio) 


As Indie Film in Texas 


Indie producer Larry Buchanan, 
| whose previous attempt at feature- 
| length film-making was an abortive 
one, will give it another try with a 
science-fictioner tagged “Dr. Sar- 
noft’s Planets.” Venture, which he 
described in New York last week 
las a “modest budgeter,” is sched- 
uled to go before the cameras with- 
in eight weeks as a locationer at 
| Big Bend National Park in Texas. 
A native Texan, Buchanan rolled 
| “Grubstake” at Big Bend last sum- 
j|mer on a_ $25,000 budget, but 
ifinancing difficulties led to dis- 
missal of the company and aban- 
|donment of the project midway 
through the script. Some $17,000 
| of the film’s coin came from a limit- 
ed partnership. However, the 
youthful producer asserted that all 
jcreditors for that ill-fated picture 
| have now been paid and no debts 
remain outstanding. 
| “Planets” will be based upon a 
/seript by TV writer Marcus Seale. 
| Buchanan will produce and direct 
while Hal Hunt will do the lensing 





the | candy sales, Leon J. Levinson, con-|in Eastman color ‘with widescreen 
Pittsburgh Pirates’ pilot, is said to|cessions chairman of the Theatre| ratio in mind.” 


Contrary to the 
limited partnership backing em- 
ployed on “Grubstake,” the latest 
venture is said to be “privately 
financed.” Cast will be headed by 
| Joseph Hardy, John McLiam and 
| Lloyd Knight. 


Probe New Process That 
Converts 2-D to Deepies 


Process for reclaiming old stand- 
ard pix to the new dimensions is 
being investigated by indie pro- 
ducer Joseph Kaufman. Former ex- 
| hibition topper of Cinerama re- 
turned to the Coast last week, 
where he’s set to witness a demon- 
saration of the new process as well 
as resume his indie production 
activities. Technique reportedly 
| can convert pix into 3-D or to wide- 








Its Lens to Exhibs screen aspects similar to Cinema- 


Scope. 

On Kaufman's film-making 
| agenda is “Promised Land,” for 
| Which he'll start signing a scripter, 
| director and cast. Producer still 
has made no decision as to what 
process to employ for the film, not- 
| ing that the current situation is 
, Still unclear, and in order not ‘‘to 
| waste a lot of money,” he’s delay- 
,ing his decision. Kaufman was last 
represented by “Sudden Fear,” the 
| Joan Crawford starrer released by 
| RKO. 

Before returning to the Coast, 


j 


tap. Films had been offered for rama at the RKO 86th St. Theatre.| Kaufman started preliminary ar- 
free by Matty Fox's Motion Pic-| He plans to hold additional show-| rangements for the acquisition of 


ture for Television outfit, but never 
did get on the air. 


ings in 
Chicago. 


Washington, Detroit and 


two stage musicals, one of which is 
currently on the boards. 


president of 
Paramount, returns to N. Y. to 





Gam-orous 
Hollywood, June 23. 
Marie Wilson’s longtime 
stand-in finally got  half-a- 
break in pictures on her own, 
Director Frank Tashlin 
needed a girl with beautiful 
legs for a scene in Alex Gott- 
lieb’s “Marry Me Again,” in 
which Miss Wilson stars, and 
spotted stand-in Martha Man- 
ors on the set. She got the 
role, but her joy ebbed slightly 
when she discovered the scene 
was shot from a low angle 
and only her legs show. 








Admen Nix ‘Love 





| vertisers is on a steady decline, the 
| practice already having taken a 
| 25% dip from the heyday period 
of a few years ago. Changing con- 
ditions in the industry as well as 
advertisers’ belief that star names 
are not effective “soap peddlers” 
is driving a wedge between filmites 
and the hucksters. 


| While the ad agency men are 
| becoming less enthusiastic, pixites 
|are becoming more selective in 
choosing products with which to 
associate. Pub-ad chiefs note that 
| hundreds of ad tieins can still be 
made, but the choice of a suitable 





product is of utmost consideration. 





They stress that the day of willy- 
nilly deals has passed. 

Another aspect of the fading 
romance is the change in the star 
system. With fewer big names 
under contract, studios can no 
longer offer top personalities, since 


| by the time an ad appears in a 


national mag the player might be 
working for another filmery. In 
addition, there’s a growing tend- 
ency among the top names to make 
their own deals for cash. 


The constant shuffling of release 
skeds in recent years has also 
served as a drawback in effecting 
workable deals between advertisers 
and the film companies. Best tiein 
ads are those that coincide with the 
national release date of a picture. 
However, with the trend toward 
special handling pix as well as 
saturation bookings, it’s almost 
impossible to reach suitable under- 
standings. 





WB Execs Head West 


Warner Bros. pub-ad_ topper 
Mort Blumenstock returned to his 
Coast headquarters over the week- 
end, following a periodic visit to 
the homeoffice to set up upcoming 
campaigns. 

Previously, sales chief Ben Kal- 
menson headed for the studio for 
confabs with Harry M. and Jack L. 
Warner, stopping over in Chicago 
and other exchanges before arriv- 
ing on the Coast. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Mort Blumenstock 
Humphrey Bogart 
Al Calder 

Charles Einfeld 
Leonard Field 
John Gibbs 
Jascha Heifetz 

Al Litchman 
Larry Morris 
Joseph H. Moskowitz 
William M. Pizor 
Lizabeth Scott 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Earl I. Sponable 
Francois Szony 
Giselle Szony 


N. Y. to Europe 


Jacques Bar 
Fernandel Constantin 
Virginia Davis 

Helen Gould 

Jose Greco 

Elinor Green 
Michele Morgan 
William Morris, Jr. 
Marion Murphy 
Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Joe Termini 

Armand Thirard 
Henri Verneuil 





Philip W. Wrenn, Jr. 


9 | tax could pass the House once it is 
at a tars introduced. The Senate, however, 
is regarded the greatest stumblin; 


Pix industry tieins with big ad- | 


~—— 


COMPO Making Last-Ditch Stand To 
Get Admish Tax Bill Before Cong. 


+ Despite continued downbeat re. 


ports of the industry’s chances of 
winning a cut or elimination of the 
Federal admission tax bite, fijm. 
ites spearheading the tax fight are 
maintaining an optimistic attitude 
with the feeling that “there's 3 
reasonable chance of succes 
newed efforts to get the Mas: 
out of the Ways and Means 
mittee and on to the floor of 
House is being made this week 

Robert Coyne, special c e] 
of the Council of Motion Picture 
| Organizations, went to Was) 
yesterday ‘(Tues.), where he 
set to confer with politicos r« 
ing the bill. Group of western ex. 
hibs are also convening in Wash- 
ington to aid Coyne in the atten 
to break the deadlock. 

General feeling among trade- 
sters is that a bill calling for a 
cut, or elimination, of the 20'% 





block. Industryites, it’s indicated, 
will have to concentrate their 1 
on members of the upper chamber. 
Chances of the film industry 
| gaining a victory hinges largely 
| on the excise profits tax measure 
|which House Ways and Me 
Committee Chairman Daniel A, 
| Reed (Rep., N. Y.) would like to 
see eliminated when it expires next 
; month. Reed, who is regarded as 
i friendly to the film industry's cde- 
(Continued on page 24) 





‘Runaway’ Overseas Pix 
Prod. May Be Probed By 
2 Coast Union Groups 


Hollywood, June 23 

Growing controversy over “run- 
away” pic production overseas may 
result in two Hollywood investiga- 
tions of the situation, because of 
disagreement between union reps 
involved. Roy Brewer, Internation- 
| al Alliance of Theatrical & Stage 
| Employees rep, announced he 
|wouldn’t attend meeting called by 
the Cameramen’s Local 659 Union 
business agent, Herb Aller, who 
had rebuffed suggestion that the 
Motion Picture Industry Council 
handle the details. 

Aller said MPIC, to date, has ac- 
complished nothing. He invited 
Brewer and others interested to at- 
tend. 

Brewer retaliated with an invita- 
tion to Aller to attend the Holly- 
wood American Federation of La- 
bor Film Council sessions, contend- 
ing “Our members are as wel!) in- 
formed as any group in Hollywood 
on this subject.” 

Industry-wide conference on the 
“runaway” production was sus: 
gested by Aller and John Lehner 
of film editor’s local 776, after the 
Screen Actors Guild recommended 
an overall investigation of the sit- 
uation. Pair urged a closed session 
with “all producers and other in- 
terested parties” invited to sit in 
with union reps for a talk. 

Problem of overseas pix produc- 
tion has long been discussed in 
Hollywood, with unions taking a 
firm stand against the practice. 
Producers contend it is essential, 
in order to get actual locales or to 
utilize frozen funds. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Mari Aldon 
Robert Aldrich 
Ray Anthony 
George Boroff 
Steve Broidy 
Carl Dudley 
Nanette Fabray 
Eva Gabor 
Lester Gottlieb 
Dick Haymes 
James Melton 
Harold Mirisch 
Adrian Murphy 
Dick Newman 
Michael O’Shea 
Zachary Scott 
Ben Schlanger 
Allen Wood 
Herbert J. Yates 
Max E. Youngstein 


Europe to N. Y. 


Americo Aboaf 
Valerie Cardew 
Bing Crosby 

S. P. Eagle 

Milton R. Rackmil 
Murray Silverstone 
Canfield Smith 
Herbert Wilcox 
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PIX SUITS’ ‘AMBULANCE CHASERS' 





Wall Street Sez Pix 


Buy at Present Depressed Prices ‘fpf p’ 


-wood's swing to new dimen-@ 


sions, with its potential of in- 

.ced earning power, has placed 

t sic industry under microscopic 
bv Wall Streeters. 

*'Several firms have been prob- 


analyzing, and eventually rec- 
ending certain pix stocks as 
heiter-than-average risks for inves- 


tors at today’s depressed prices. 
Since the introduction of such new 
terminology as 3-D, widescreen 


and stereophonic, several stock ex- 


change members have been issu 


ing reports on the potentialties of | 


surchasing selected film stocks. 
Reports, usually prepared by the 

brokerage outfits’ research depart- 

ments, vary in completeness 


also in the degree of optimism. | 
While some of the reports are 
carefully documented evaluations, | 


others are cursory jobs. Despite 
the analysis aspect, there appears | 
to be sentiment that risk investors | 
in 
rently depressed prices can make 
handsome profits. 
For example, F. L. 
Co. notes: 


Rossmann & 
“It is our opinion that 


current prices of the leading mov- | 


ing picture 
from which 
could oc 


issues are at a point 


“ur,” 


In recommending the purchase 
of certain film stocks, Goodbody & 
Co. points out: “After lengthy in- 
vestigation and analysis, we are 


convince 
cvnics 


‘d that the pessimists and 
are dead wrong in their 
of an early demise for 
motion picture industry.” 


analvei 
anaiyVsis 


the 


Despite the upbeat reports, how- | 


the Wall Streeters have 
troduced a note of caution, 


evel in- 


noting 


that film stocks “are speculative 
in nature but could be most at- 
tractive for those who can afford 


» risk.”” Goodbody expects to see 
(Continued on page 24) 


COMPO to Ask Exhibs 
To Pass the Hat For 





Korean Relief Work 


Los Angeles, June 23. 
‘tans for audience collections on 
behalf of the American Korean 
Foundation will be discussed at 


a special exhibitor meeting called | 





and | 
knowledge of the film industry and | 


the right picture stocks at cur- | 


a substantial advance 
' 
} 


Stocks Good 





Rackmil and Aboaf Back, 
Find Italo Biz Booming 


Milton R. Rackmil, Universal 
prexy, and Americo Aboaf, U for- 
eign sales topper, arrived in N.Y. 
Monday (22) from Paris. Rackmil 
is skedded to accompany Alfred 
E. Daff, U exec v.p. to the Coast 
July 1 for production 
| huddles. 

Rackmil 
| Italian 
,cent U 
| tion in Rome 
before re turning 

Aboaf said in N.Y. 
(Tues.) that the Rome 
had been “an unqualified success.” 
Italo biz was good and running to 
| boom proportions, he reported, but 


and 


Duo visited Paris 
home. 


yesterday 


much depended on future political | 


| Coverage nts. 


| Wildcat’ Strike 
Tamed By Walsh 


International Assn. 
Stage Employees prexy Richard F. 
| Walsh last week whipped his Lab- 
| oratory Technicians Local 702 into 
line and ended a “wildcat” strike 
|which had threatened to disrupt 
newsreel services. 

Strike, which lacked IA sanction, 
had most of the local members re- 
porting sick and brought activities 
in the N. Y. area plants to a stand 
still Local wants a 15° wage 
boost in take-home pay for a 35 
hour week. Labs oppose the idea, 
charging that their biz has been 
| poor and that the union's overall 
idemands come closer to a 67% 
raise. 

With 


the National Labor 
tions Board entering the 
issue goes to arbitration today 
(Wed.). Labs are firmly opposed 
to an arrangement under 
here would be protracted talks 
ending in a new pact with a retro- 
active pay clause. This, it’s claimed, 
(Continued on page 24) 


Rela 
picture, 





planning | 


Aboaf toured the | 
branches following the re- 
international sales conven- | 


convention | 


of Theatrical | 


LYE ACTION 





LAWYERS 


Harried 


by a succession of anti 
trust lawsuits, many of which are 
considered fraudulent but are set 
tled out of court to forego costly 


litigation, distribs are studying the 
activities of attorneys who special 
ize in film antitrust cases and who 
allegedly approach-exhibs suggest- 
ing the filing or the threat of filing 


suits 

Distrib lawvers claim, although 
not openly, that many exhibs, at 
|}the prompting of certain attorneys 
have been entering suits for fan 
tastic sums irf the hope of obtain 
ing quick, out-of-court settlements 
for considerably less 
Pointing out the nuisance value 
of many of the actions, distrib 
legalites admit that fast settle 


|ments have been made to prevent 
time-and coin-consuming court 
moves. 

With renewed activity on the 
| antitrust front, and claims against 
ithe industry totaling almost $600 
| 000,000, film company lawyers feel 
| the time has come to halt, or 


least curtail, suits stemming 


at 


| judgment. 

| Pix legalites feel 
currently before 

| committees may alleviate 
|}tion to some extent 
a standardized statute of limita 
itions; the other involves determi 
|nation of damages. However, 
neither of these bills, if eventually 

(Continued on pas ge 24) 


SW-Cinerama 


Off-n-On Again 


that two biils 
the situa 


One calls foi 


Final agreement between Cine 
rama and Stanley Warner appeared 
near completion many times last 

| week, only to be stalled by new 
technicalities, legal and otherwise 
Hectic conferences continued as of 
late last night (Tues.), and it was 


which | 


still touch and go a 
points would be cleared up in time 
for presentation to Cinerama Pro 
ductions stockholders 
‘Thurs.) at 3 p.m 
Meeting, slated to be held at the 
N.Y. homeoffice, 


; to whether all 


| 
was originally 
by the National Tax Repeal Com- | ° ° scheduled for last Tuesday (16), 
mittee of COMPO for June 29, AWalt Court Verdict On — | only to be catted om at the las 
Series of such meetings will be ’ | moment when attorneys for all 
held in various distribution areas, France S Attachment Of | parties concerned failed to reach 
to implement President Eisen- , | an agreement. 
hower’s request for aid for the. M-G 5 350 000 000 Francs Coin demands of the S.H. (Si) 
drive to swell relief for South | 3 ’ Fabian chain, which is seeking 5°; 
Korean civilians. | French court decision on the | Of the gross for operating theatres 
COMPO bulletin stressed that French Treasury attachment of | iS Still one of the points under dis- 
Eisenhower’s request gives the in-| Metro coin, amounting to 350.000,-| cussion. In addition, Cinerama, 
dustry a chance to underline its | 900 francs ($972,000 at the official | Inc., the manufacturing and _li- 
function as an aid in charitable rate of exchange) in taxes and | censing company, which apparently 
and civie activities, one of the ar- | Penalties, is due within a few days, | (Continued on _bage 25) 
guments used in seeking admis- aah ene 2 ghee in New York. —— 
sions tax relief. If audience col- ourt ruling. either way. Is not MPAA Exe » the ddl 0 
lections are held. it will be the expected to set any precedent or xecs u e n 
: , boost the American distribs’ posi- } 
fi time in many years that the-| ;. . : . , S | d S : S 
ie nth ide, : _| tion vis-a-vis the French 8° turn- | 
: : _ have passed the hat for’ over tax, under which Paramount | la emate pain elup 
: | was the first company to be billed; Subcommittee of the companies’ 
¢ “1E: ‘to the tune of 285,000,000 fr. | foreign managers held a luncheon 
| Fil L b T ($790,000! Paramount coin wasn’t | meet in N. Y. Monday (22) with 
enera im Lads 10 | attached, however. ; | Motion Picture Assn. of America 
Metro attachment is high, since | yp, Ralph Hetzel and other MPAA 
Process Fox-UP Newsreels it includes both the basic tax and execs to discuss the stalemated 
Hollywood. June 23 a double penalty. Distribs have | Spanish situation. Meet turned 
cee ee : , - hired counsel to argue their case : ae , ‘ 2 
Jeal has been closed by Fox against the French finance author down a compromise formula sent 
Movieton > if , b 4 ; > ~ 6a aa ° ° = 4 is of : » i 7, re 
Haters News and United Press jties. The reasoning is that what- gg: Se gee vai a “ rh 
oa tone Newsreel with General eyer happens to Par and M-G is |!" d adrid, since it retainec it 
‘iim Laboratories here whereby bound to happen to the others too. | loan idea 
la will process all west coast Dispute stems from a switch in MI AA talks with Jose Jimenez- 
newsreel footage shot by Fox the French interpretation of the Arnau, Spanish government nego- 
‘ovietone for UP. Deal also in-| turnover levy, which has been on|tiator, were suspended in N. ¥ 
es a teletype transmission serv- the books for quite a while, but | last month when Arnau made any 
ice being installed by UP in lab had been collected only on the) pact contingent on a_ $500,000 
sending to UP'’s TV station ac- distribs’ N.Y. share. Now the gov-;| MPAA loan to the Spanish indus- 
nts throughout the country all ¢™™™ment wants to apply the tax to | try, the coin to be used for the pur- 
mation about reels for tele-|2!! coin turned over by the dis-| chase of studio equipment 
including a running script of tribs’ local subsidiaries. | Arnau left the door open for 
facn Clip N ‘ ‘-. | la resumption of discussions in the 
, ‘OX Movietone produces clips ew ‘Peace’ Dea | fall, but made it clear that nego- 
i ’ P fi five days weekly, which are Seguin, Tex., June 23. | tiations would have to start from 
elas 75 stations. Deal also calls Harold Keehn, prez of Principle | scratch and would then not be 


,/) jab°to process all film within 
* hours, and air-express to sta- 
Arthur de Titta, Pacific 
supervisor of FM, is in 
of project, with Bill Stew- 
art of UP heading syndicate’s TV 
‘i and Al Walker of Movie- 
‘€ws acting as film editor. 


Films here, 
distribution 
Babb and 
Inc.. for the religious Cinecolor 
feature pic. “The Prince of Peace.” 
The deal will result in Hallmark 
returning “Prince of Peace” to its 
active distribution list of films. 


has negotiated a new 
contract with Kroger 


Halimark Productions, | 


based on any Spanish concessions 
| already offered. Companies aren't 
in any particular hurry to resume 
talks until fall. MPAA prexy Eric 
Johnston is expected to go over 
the situation with Healey in Paris 
when Johnston gets there in an- 
,other week or two. 


tomorrow | 





IW VS. Distribs: Longer Runs of Depthies 


To Fill in Slack of 2-D Drought 


hiemniiads Hecht’ $2: Pic 


UA Deal After WB Exit 


Two-picture production-distribu 
tion deal has been set bee ven 
United Artists and the indie Har- 
old Hecht-Burt Lancaster Com 
pany, UA prexy Arthur Krim an 
nounced yesterday (Tues.). Lan 
caster will star in both films, which 
will be made in Technicolor for UA 


release 


First, “Bronco Apache,” based on 
a novel by Paul Wellman, goes be 
fore the cameras jn Septembet 


Second hasn't been selected 

Hecht and Lancaster. who are 
partnered in Norma Productions 
recently terminated a_ releasing 
deal with Warner Bros. over budg 
et provisions for each picture 
There's no indication that the pres 
ent UA deal involves the Norma 
unit although latter had been prep 
ping ““Broncho Ap ache.” 


Fox Asking 10%, 
Terms for Robe 


from | 
| the Government's consent decree | 


Congressional | 


Exhibs reported this week that 
20th-Fox is asking terms of 70’ 
for “The Robe” in the first-run en 


day-and-date 
Deals offer 


gagements playing 
with the Roxy in N. ¥ 
guarantee of a 10° profit over the 
‘house nut and, in view of the Cin 
emaScope pic's anticipated drawing 

power, are considered good ones 
According to 20th, no national 
sales policy has been set on “The 
Robe” which is due to preem at 
the Roxy before Labor Day and in 
about 100 houses by the end olf 
November Exhibs recall that 
‘Gone With the Wind” was sold 

imilarly Deals on 90-10 term 
against a profit percentage 
tee, 
cost 


fuaran 
with the distrib shoulderinyg ad 
are not unusual for Broad 
way houses these days. 
Rough ‘Role’ Unveiled 
Hollywood, June 23 
Rough cut of “The Robe,” first of 


20th-Fox'’s CinemaScope reiease: 
was sneaked here for the 20th 
brass Monday night (22) with the 
handful of viewers expressing 
“great satisfaction” with what 
they'd seen, 

“Robe” print, shown on the re 
cently installed Miracle Mirror 
screen at Grauman’s Chinese, was 
a very rough cut with no faces or 
dissolves, music and stereo sound 
Effects in terms of both light and 
projection on the 2.55 to 1 ratio 
screen were good throughout and 


20th is now rushing completion of 
the pic to have it ready in another 
six to seven weeks. 

Spyros P. Skouras, 20th 
Al Lichtman, director of sale 
Charles Einfeld and Joseph Mo 
kowitz attended the showing 
Skouras heads back to N_Y. tonight 
(Tues.) and is due to fly to London 
Thursday (25) for CinemaScope 
demonstraveons there 


prex 


Distribs Write Censor 
Boards: We'd Like To 


Censor Your Censor Fees 


Independent Motion Picture Dis 
tributors Assn. has written all 
state and local censor boards, in 


1o 


forming them its members are pas 
ing censor fees “under protest” and 
that they expect to retrieve th 
cain at some future date 

While it’s uncertain when the 
org will make its first move, possi- 


bility is shaping up that it may be 
in Chicago. Court decision on “The 
Miracle” banning by the Chicago 
police censor is expected this week 


or next week and if favorable to 
Joseph Burstyn, “Miracle” dis- 
, tributor, may cue IMPDA action 


“Miracle” banning in the Winds 
City is being fought by the Ameri 
jcan Civil Liberties Union. 


Period 
widescreen 
nost majors 
production 


thun 


adjustment to the 
medium, which has 
sharply cutting their 
skeds and turning 
down on low-budget fea 
is certain to create a product 
shortage, but execs feel that this ts 
a temporary situation 
Situation is being 
by the majors that are 
pix left and right to fill out their 
release schedules and cut down 
the overhead Leonard Gold 
in’s projected deal with 20th- 
Fox, which would have him pro 
duce 10 pix off the 20th lot but for 
20th release, is a good example of 
what's happening 
Distribs’ explanation for the cut 
back is two-fold For one, they 
say, they realize that retooling for 
widescreen doesn't permit the usu- 
al volume output For another, 
they are counting on much longet 
runs to offset the effects of fewer 
pix By the time runs get back to 
normal, it's figured that the stu- 
will have made their adjust-- 
ments and will be turning out the 
product as before 
Reduced output 


of 


ibs 


tures 


recognized 
taking on 


on 
ste 


dios 


still leaves the 


studies with the problem of over- 
head which, in the case of 20th 
ind others exceeds 50°; and 
makes it practically impossible te 
turn out a truly low-budget pic on 
the lot Spyros P. Skouras, 20th 
prexy, said in N. Y. this week 
(21) that everything was being 
done to cut costs He asserted 


CinemaScope 
ted slicing 

Universal 
tion of 


production 
budgets by 
has shown no indica 
cutting down Alfred E 
DatY, U exec v.p., said he was going 
to the Coast July 1 to discuss the 
company’s 1953-54 production sked 
with studio execs While there's 
nothing official yet about U's 
indicated that there are 
to make do with less 
may us right 
») 


permit- 


29% 


it's 
no plans here 
The future 


= 
pian 


prove 
(Continued on page 2! 


Goldwyn Urges Italian 
Prods. to Make Fewer 
Pix, Emphasize Stories 


Rome, June 23 
Samuel Goldwyn, currently tour- 
ing Eurepe, was honored here last 


week aft a luncheon attended by 
chiets of the Italian film industry 
and ( S Ambassador Clare 
foothe§ Luce Producer told the 
gathering, “You have distinguished 


selves by the 
have sent to 
you've sent some bad ones, too 

Hollywood is not the only 


with a monopoly on bad pic 


your 
you 
sult 


treat films 
erica 


many 
Am 


place 
ture 
added 
toe Mo 
The 
motion 
know 
expcrience 
it's like 
on He 
down the number of pix 
Mi i. 9 told the 
One of the things about 
Sam Goldwyn is that hi 
WAS been good 
hat is the best in 
Goldwyn, here to 
distrib of his ‘Hans: 


Goldw “You have too 
and too preat 
most important thing 
the storys 
acquired by bit- 
you haven't got 
building 
fed cutting 
by a third 
vathering 
my friend 
films have 
adors for 
America.’ 

set October 
Christian An- 


many few 
vriter 
! i 

This i 
ter 
a“ tory 


picture J 
ledye 
If 
a house 


and ups 


amba 


dersen.”’ said he did not believe in 

films which give messages 
Messages,”” he said, “that's for 

Western Union to send.” 


Lippert to Distribute 
2 Fairbanks Reissues 


Hollywood, June 23 
Lippert Pictures will handle dis 
ition of the reissues of “The 
Iron Mask” and “Mr Robinson 
Crusoe,” starring Douglas Fair 
banks, Sr. Deal was closed with 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and Sol 
Lesser, who are partnered in re 
furbishing a half-dozen of the 
elder Fairbanks’ films for re-re 


trip 


lease 
“Mask” 
a special 


Richard L 


already has 
narration 
lewellyn and 


been given 
written by 
spoken by 


\ Fairbanks, Jr. 
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Ride, Vaquere 
(COLOR) 


Robert Taylor, Ava Gardner, 
Howard Keel western in color; 
satisfactory top-of-the-bill of- 
fering in general dates. 





Hollywood, June 19. 

Metro release of Stephen Ames produc 
tion. Stars Robert Taylor, Ava Gardner, 
Howard Keel; features Anthony Quinn, 
Kurt Kasznar, Ted de Corsia, Chartita 
Jack Elam. Directed by John Farrow 
Screenplay, Frank Fenton; camera (Ansco) 
Robert Surtees; editor, Harold F. Kress 
music, Bronisiau Kaper. Previewed June 


10, ‘53. Running time, 91 MINS. 

Rio Robert Taylor 
Cordelia ¢ eron Ava Gardner 
Kin eron Howard Keel 
Jose c Anthony Quin: 
Fiat} \ 7) Kurt Kaszn 

She a e! Ted de Corsi 
& ! Charlit 
P. Jack Elam 
/ i Walter Baldwi 
\ cente Joe Domincuez 
I ‘ . Frank McGrath 
Vaquero Charles Stevens 
Depu Rex Leas 
Dey Tom Greenwas 


ue of such names as 
Robert Taylor, Ava Gardner, How- 
ard Keel and Anthony Quinn pro- 
vide an importance to “Ride, Va- 
; it a satisfactory 


Marquee va 


that make 


quero 
top-ol the-hill offering in regular 
release ‘ western feature in 
Ansco Color, it has excellent val- 
u and a somewhat offbeat theme 
from the tal outdoor formula 
plus vigorous direction that help: 
breed interest in the earlywest 
plot \ 
Locale of the Stephen Ames pro- 


outhwest Texas, a ter 
Brownsville, that i 
unb of a group oO. 
controlled by Quinn 
and his lieutenant, Taylor. When 
Keel tries to found a cattle em 
pire and brings in settlers, the 
outlaws fight back, knowing thes 
will be through if civilization 
comes to the lend 

I direction stirs up 


duction 
ritory around 
under tlie 
outlaw gans 


Jobn Farrow 


plenty of violent action in the 
Frank Fentoo script as he plays of 
the story. While the script is a 


bit vague in development of some 
of the personalities, overall effect 
is okxy for the outdoor fan, al- 
though more critical audiences 
vould have Jiked less obscurity 
Keel lies Gardner, his 
bride, to his new homestead, only 
to find if noking ruin as the re 
sult of a Quinn-directed raid. Kee 
builds again, stronger this time 
after he fails to unite the towns- 
people and sheriff against the out 
law. When the new home is ready 


! 


Quinn's forces attack. Keel stand 
them off with the help of his wit 
and Kurt isynar, a priest, and 
ven mana ; to capture Teylor, a 
quict, dead) gunman who con- 
trasts sharply with the vividly 
colorful Quinn rension reache 
its culmination when Quinn sack 


> 


srownsville in a= last 
strength, Keel when th: 
rancher foolhardily tries to take 
the bandit single-handed, and then 
shoots it out to the death with 
Tavlor. 

Taylor is very good in selling 
the quiet menace of his character 
and Quinn stands out as the flam- 
bovant outlaw leader. Miss Gard- 
ner provides physical beauty to a 
character that is not as well stated 
as it could have been. Keel docs 
well by his determined, foolhardy 
character, while Kasznar,. Ted d: 
Corsia, the sheriff, and Jack Elam, 
a gunman, 2@re among the others 
pointing up the type easting that 
helps the plot. 

Robert Surtees’ 
work, printed by Technicolor, is 
good. Bronislau Kaper'’s music 
score is atmospherie and the tech- 
nical credits up to par. Editing by 
Harold F. Kress keeps the footage 
to a compact $l minutes. 

Brog. 


show ol 
wounds 


Ansco camera 


All I Desire 


Period tear-jerker with particular 
appeal to femme patrons. Barbara 
Sfanwyck, Richard Carlson and 
Okay general market prospects. 


Holiywood, June 17 
Universal release of Ross Hunter pro- 
duction. Stars Barbara Stanwyck, Richard 
Carlson, Lyle Reitger, Marcia Senderson 
fectures Lori Nelson, Maureen O’Sulliven, 
Richard Long. Directed by Douglas Kirk 
S reenplay, James Gunn. Robert Ble 
adaptation, Gina Kaus: based on novel 
Stopover.” by Carol Brink: camera, ¢ l 


Guthrie editor, Milton Carruth Pre 
viewed June 17, °53. Running time, 79 
MINS. 


Naomi Mur@och 


Barbara Stanwvyc! 
Henry Murdoch 


Richard Carlson 
Dutch Heine nn Lyle Be : 
Jovee Murdoch Marcia Hence: : 
Lily Murdoch : Lori Ne'son 
Sara Harper Maureen O'Sulliven 
Russ Underwood . Richard B71 
Ted Murdoch we Billy Gray 


Lena Enestrom 
Col. Underwood 
Peterson 


Lotte Stein 
Davton Lummi 
Fred Nurney 


Distaff soap opera fans shoulda 
be entranced by this fullblown pe- 
riod tear-jerker, so generally okay 
business during iis play-off through 
the regular market is indicated 
Barbara Stanwyck, Richard Carl- 
son, names heading up the cast. 
previde marquce assists for book- 
ings. 

Plot concerns return of a moch 
to the family she ran away froin 





10 years previously for a fling at 
the stage. Homecoming is to see 
her daughter in the high school 
graduation play, but, secretly, the 
mother hopes for a reconciliation. 
Things are moving to this end, un- 
til the smalltown lothario, who had 


| figured in her previous flight, tries 


to renew the affair. He is acci- 
dentally shot in a scuffle with her 
and the old scandal is revived. 
However, the husband comes to 
realize she actually loves him and 
had meant no harm, so he stands 
by her and the reconciliation 1s 
complete. 





The Ross Hunter production and | 


Douglas Sirk’s direction 
stops to make the picture a 79- 
minute excursion into sentimental- 
ity With help of Miss Stanwyck’s 
performance, the soap-operish tear 
jerking is palatable. Carlton plays 
the stiff-necked husband charac- 
ter straight to make it acc »iable 
Lyle Bettger is sadly mis eda 
the former lover. Neither writing 


pull all | 


nor direction establish the charac- | 
ter properly to make it an under- | 


standable heavy. Maureen O’Sul- 
livan does what she can with the 
role of a school teacher hopelessly 
in ‘ove with Carlson. 

Youth accent in the cast is car- 
ried by Marcia Henderson, nicely 
putting over the role of Miss Stan- 
vyck’s prim, older daughter who 
does not welceme the homecoming; 
Lori Nelson, interesting as the 
slage-struck younger daughter; 
Billy Gray, good as the family’s 
young, sportsminded son, and 
Richard Long, capable as Miss 
Ifenderson’s fiance. Supporting 
characters are headed up by Lotte 
Stein, family cook and secret sup- 
port of Miss Stanwyck 

The period settings and costumes 
are lensed expertly by Carl Guth- 
rie and the other technical credits 
are okay. A light spot in the foot- 

‘fe is the Bunny Hug dance of the 
turn-of-the-century era, used dur- 
ing a family party sequence. The 
musie score, directed by Joseph 


Gershenson, is far too obvious, par- | 


ticu'arly in its identifying thc me 
whenever the Bettger character is 
brought on screen, Brog. 


Melba 
(COLOR—SONGS) 


Conventional but flavérsome 

biog of famed, turn-of-century 

opera diva Nellie Me!tba, with 

Metopera star Patrice Munsel 

in title role. Satisfactory b.o. 

in most situations. 

UA release of Horizon Pictures (S. P 
Eagle) production. Stars Patrice Munsel, 
Robert Morley, John McCallum, John 
jusiin, Martita Hunt, Alec Clunes; fea 
tures Violetta Elvin, Sybil Thorndike. Di 
rected by Lewis Milestone. Screenplay, 
Harry Kurnitz; camera (Technicolor), Ted 
Scaife; editor, W. J > Lewthwaite: musical 
director, Muir Mathieson; song (‘Is This 
the Beginning of Love") by Norman 
Newell (yrics) and Mischa Spoliansky 
(music); operatic director, Dennis Arun- 
del; choreographer, Pauline Grant. Pre 
viewed in N.Y., June 12, ‘53. Running 
time, 113 MINS, 


| striking 


! 
| 
| 
| 


O.K. Nero 

“O, K. Nero,” Italian-made 
film which opened at the 
Globe Theatre, N. Y., last 
week (19), was reviewed from 
Genoa by VarieTy March 26, 
1952, under its original title 
of “O. K. Nerone.” It’s being 
distributed by Italian Films 
Export. 

“Though it. lacks the round- 
ed script and polish of a 
finished production,” wrote 
Hawk. “it shapes as a likeable 
farce takeoff on recent COS-+ 
tume epics .. . looks good for 
satisfying returns almost any- 
where it can get by the cen- 
sor.” Reviewer added that 
trimmings include an abun- 
dance of thin veils (or absence 
thereof), dances, milk baths, 
etc. Sylvana Pampanini, Jackie 
Frost and dancer Alba Arnova 
were said to display ample 
pulchritude. Comic perform- 
ances by Walter Chiari and 
Carlo Campanini were com- 
mended. 





cop some more film roles as result 
of her debut here. 

Story opens very simply with 
Mme. Melba being received by 
Queen Victoria, then going into 
fiashback to tell the singer’s ex- 
periences getting started in Paris, 
and sweeping on to 
Europe and America, Sugarcoated 
story makes stardom come romanti- 
cally, swiftly and easily, but it does 
leave room for amusing backstage 
scenes, which Miss 
to the hilt. Plot presents steady 
stream of operatic scenes, to depict 
Mme. Melba’s triumphs in the vari- 
ous capitals of Europe. 

Camera work is standout in these 
production scenes, as well as in 
montage scenes, like the 
singing lessons under Mme. Mar- 
chesi (Martita Hunt) or the Covent 
Garden opera-and-ballet dream Se- 
quence. Ballet bit is eye-filling, 





| production resorts to a few tricks | 


the eyes are advantages that will 
get this stock rodeo western box- 
office attention in the current mar- 
ket. MGM’s stereo process has no 
annoying pull on the vision and the 
pronounced depth becomes un- 
obtrusive before much footage has 
been run off. Since the ticket-buy- 
ing public seems to be gimmick- 
minded at present, “Arena” has an 
equal chance with several other 
budget 3-D features to get a size- 
able slice of the b.o. coin. 





While the Arthur M. Loew, Jr., 


{to focus attention on the stereop- 


tics, his original story, scripted by 
Harold Jack Bloom, is played off 
straight over most of the footage. 
Since, basically, it is a rather well- 
worn, stock rodeo plot, more depth 
stunts would have contributed to 
holding the attention. Actual rodeo 
footage was lensed at the annual 
“La Fiesta de Los Vaqueros” in 
Tucson, Arizona, and bronco-bust- 


| ing, bull-dogging and Brahma bull- 


riding takes on added thrills when 
viewed in 3-D. Ansco tints used 
for the filming are exceptionally 


| good. 


triumphs in|} 


Munsel enacts | 


although dragged into the story by | 


its very toe-shoes. Opera-lovers will 
get a kick out of such numbers as 
the Mad Scene from “Lucia,” 
Drinking Scene from “Traviata,’ 
or opening scene from “Romeo and 
Juliet.” 


| Barbara 


Stereophonic sound makes the 
| music round and full as well as} 
irich, and certainly ear-filling, to 


the film 
photographed 


match the sumptuous eye-appeal of 
the Technicolor settings. Although 
(made in Lendon) was 
“flat,” its operatic 


| scenes gain in effect on widescreen | 


presentation, for added appeal. _ 
Miss Munsel sings superbly, like 
the operatic gem she is. She’s ver- 


salile, too, knocking off a catchy 
}pop number to the best hepcat 
taste. (Tune, “Is This the Begin- 


ning of Love,” is a long one, and 
has been broken up into two songs 
for disk release, one 


| original name, the other as “Melba 
| Waltz.”) 


Miss Munsel gets some good act- 
ing support. Robert Morley makes 


|a shrewd, hard-headed but sympa- 


Glo REGIS 2... ccc sevaces Patrice Munse! 

Oscar Hammerstein ..... Robert Morley 

Charles Armstrong ...... John McCallum 

i) | are John Justin 

ORGY CAPO c= cscoreesers Alec Clunes | 
indame Marchesi ....... Martita Htunt 

Queen Victoria ......... Sybil Thorndike 

Thomas Mitchell ........ Joseph Tomelty 

Aunt Catherine ......... Beatrice Varley | 
cn OPE ET er eT ee Marcel Poncin 

Paul Brotha _...... . 


. Theodore Bikel 
Prima Batierina ..... . Violetta Elvin 
Artists has a 

flavorsome 
“Melba.” 


United 
tional but 
mance in 


conven- 
opera ro- 
Romanticized 


filmbiog of the noted turn-of-the- | 


century prima donna, Nellie Melba, 
done lavishly in Technico'or, al- 
lows for colorful sets and costumes, 
presentation of familiar operatic 
sequences, and some extra-fine 
singing. Lack of marquee draw will 
be offset somewhat by the glamor 
and appeal of operatic settings, the 
music, and sentimental story. Box- 
office 
most situations. 

Paradoxically, the story, though 
sentimentally appealing, is chief 
drawback, in a stereotyped script 
that sometimes scems only a slim 
thread on which to hang a succes- 
sion of operatic sequences. Little 


imagination is used in telling the | 


story of the Australian farm lass 
who rose to become one of the 
world’s great divas, the scripting 
being conventional and full of corn 
But there are humorous touches 
throughout, and the camera work 
nroduction numbers and especial! 
the music, rise above the trite stom 
Opera sequences are so well donc 
that they'll appeal to music-lovers 
senerally, and even make converis 
They're some of the best to have 
appeared in films. 

A pleasant surprise is the Met 
Opera's coloratura soprano, Patric« 
Munsel, in her film debut, takin: 
the part of Melba, and making 
very human, appealing figure out 
of the diva. Miss Munsel is a versa- 
tile, fine young actress as well as 
top singer, with a marked flair fo 
comedy, and a good sense of the 
dramatic. Slim and girlish (as un- 
like a portly oldstvle prima donn 
as possible), shé has a plain bv 
wholesome and expressive f 
through which a great dea! of pe: 
sonality shines. Singer is likely t 


| aristocratic 


| Me!ba and find himself an outsider. | 


| 


should be satisfactory in‘ 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





j lavish tuner, 


iard Flei cher 


thetic person out of Oscar Ham- 
merstein, the opera’ impresario 
(grandfather of the present legit 
producer). Martita Hunt is a vivid 
figures as the retired diva-teacher, 
who quickly coaches Miss Munsel 
into stardom. John Justin, as the 
playboy who first finds the singer 
in Paris, and Alec Clunes, as the 
London hotelier, are 
attractive actors. Their bit as the 
spurned lovers drinking off their 
sorrows in champagne on a Car- 
riage ride in Monte Carlo is one of 
the high comedic bits in the film. 
Sybil Thorndike has great dignity 


and charm in two brief appearances | 


as Queen Victoria. John McCallum 
is a bit stiff as the Australian who 


under the | 


| printing. Cotton Warburton’s edit- 





comes to Europe to marry Mme. | 


Director Lewis Milestone rates 
credit for keeping the conventional 
story rolling, and utilizing Miss 
Munsel’s assets to the fullest. Pro- 
duced S. P. Eagle (Sam Spiegel) 
hasn't stinted in making this a 
eye- as well as ear- 
filling. Bron. 

Arena 
(3-D—COLOR) 


Stock rodeo western tricked up 
with 3-D and color for sizeable 


b.o. attention in current mag- 
ket. 


Hollywood, June 23. 
MGM release of Arthur M. Loew, Jr., 
production, Stars Gig Young, Jean Hagen, 
Polly Bereen. Henry Morgan: features 
Barbara Lawrence, Robert Horton. Lee 
\aker. Lee Van Cleef 
Screenplay, Jack 
Loew, Jr.; camera (Ansco), 
editor. Cotton Warburton 


Harold 
Bloom: story, 


Vocel 


‘reviewed June 22, ‘53. Running time, 70 
MAINS. 

OD MANVORS. «60460088 0sc06<0 Gig Youn? 
fem Hutchim® ..0060 0a Jean Hagen 
St Donvers® ..cccsees Polly Bergen 
Tew Hutching ..cccees Henry Morgan 


lvia Lorgan 
kie Roach 


. Barbara Lawrence 


GGY SUMCHING 666 ssvcces ee Anker 
oe: Teer eee Lee Vin Cleef 
oe Eo ere Marilee Phelps 
Ro errr Jim Hayward 
~  Geaaerew . George Wallace 


tdie Elstead Stuart Randall 


An effective Ansco color job and 
}-D photography that is easy on 


Directed by Rich- | 


Robert Horton ! 


The few obvious tricks pulled 
are such things as a saloon fight, | 
a Brahma bull charge, a race be- 
tween two autos over a lonely} 
stretch of highway, ‘including a| 
near-collision. These are all effec- | 
tive trademarks of 3-D production | 
and are becoming an accepted and 
expected part of dimensional 
features that have little story to 
back them up. 

Plot deals with a rodeo star who 
is riding high and has taken up 
with a blonde tramp after his wife 
has left him because of his big- 
headedness. During the Tueson} 
rodeo, it’s a foregone conclusion 
that the star will see the error of 
his ways, cast off the tramp and 
make up with his wife and a once 
great star, now reduced to being 
a clown, who lures the vicious 
Brahma bulls from thrown riders, 
will be killed, saving the hero; | 
so the lesson will be sharpened. All 
of this comes off as expected. 

Gig Young is likeable, even 
though going through the standard 


antics of the conceited hero. Polly 
Bergen is good as the wife and 


Lawrence mirrors. the 
hussy excellently. Jean Hagen is| 
up to the demands of the suffering 
wife of Henry Morgan, the pathetic 
rodeo clown. Robert Horton does 
well by his assignment as the up- 
coming star, who winds up with 
Miss Lawrence at the end of the} 
film, after Young has gone back to 
Miss Bergen. Young Lee Aaker, 
Lee Van Cleef and the others are 
acceptable in responding to Rich-! 
ard Fleischer’s direction. Latter 
moves the film through its 70 min- 
utes at a pace that keeps the 
familiar material from lagging. 
Responsible for the good 3-D, | 
Ansco color photography is Paul | 
C. Vogel. Technicolor did the| 





ing keeps the footage tight 
Brog. 


City of Bad Men 


Good western feature for regu- 
lar action market. Jeanne 
Crain, Dale Robertson and 
Technicolor, 





Hollywood, June 22. | 
20th-Fox releuse of Leonard Coldstein 
production. Stars Jeanne Crain, Dale Rob- 
ertson; features Richard Boone, Llovd 
Bridges, Carole Mathews. Carl Betz, Whit- | 
field Connor, Hugh Sanders, Rodolfo 
Acosta, Pascual Garcia Penn. Directed by 
Harmon Jones. Screenples, George W. 
George, Georre F. Slavin: camera (Tech- 
nicolor), Charles G. Clarke: editor, George 
A. Gittens. Previewed June 15, '53. Run- 
ning time, 81 MINS. 


Linda Culligan ae Jeanne Crain 
MECte StOMCOM ic cdscecare Dile Robertson 
Po | eee Richard Boone | 
| Cee Bee is stcceoes Liovd Bridges 
Cynthia London ....... Carole Mathews 
i. S Serer Carl Betz | 


Jim London 


Whitfield Connor | 
Sheriff Gifford 


tlugh Sanders 


WEOMGOBR ccccccsis Rodolfo Acosta 
Be cae sae cendseas Pascual Garcia Pena } 
Jack rT rrrry cea aa Harry Carter | 
GE sacdesveeeensss Robert Adler 
SEE Av sedernceas cess ¢ John Doucette | 
SRE CS reer er eer \Jan Dexter 
Thrailkill ................ Don Haggerty | 
... esate . Leo V. Gordon | 
Bob Fitzsimmons ....... Gil Perkins | 
James Corbett .......... John Day | 
Gig OEdabeas James Best | 
A rrr Richard Cutting | 
William Brady ........ Douglas Evans 
Oe 4 eS Peer Kit Carson | 
Pe SOM: siveneees ic Tom McDonough 
... Serr rerr= . Charles B. Smith 


Stewpot Harry Hines 
Singer in Saloon ‘ Jane Easton 
Blister a% Anthony Jochim 
Harry Wade Leo Curley 
Old Timers George Melford. Georce Selk 
Cashier Charles Tannen 
Doctor Gordon Nelson 


Action fans will find “City of 
Bad Men” a good western feature, 
nicely dressed up in Technicolor 
hues and with fresh touches to the 
plot. Jeanne Crain and Dale Rob- 
ertson head the cast in the hard- 
punching entertainment and it has 
all the ingredients necessary to 
satisfy the outdoor filmfare pa- 
trons, 

One plot twist concerns the Cor- | 
bett - Fitzsimmons championship 
fight in Carson City. Nev., on 


'March 17, 1897, an event used as 


the springboard for the western 
drama in the screen original by! 


| honestly on the side of the la 


| nor, 


|} production; 


George W. George and Geor 
Slavin. The money attracted Sus 
western town by the fight also at. 
tracts three outlaw leaders. Fo, 
Robertson and his boys it’s a home. 
coming after several years in Mex. 
co; for Sheriff Hugh Sander; it’s 
a headache, since he has promised 
Whitfield Connor, the promoter 
and others there will be no le 
to detract from the fight. 
To insure a temporary truce. the 
sheriff swears in Robertson and the 
two other outlaw leaders, Richarq 
Boone and Don Haggerty, a 
ties. This fits in fine with R a 
son’s plans, who figure on ng 
the $100,000 gate for the fic - 
ing the time the town is conc: 
ing on the ring action an 
badge lets him move about 
His scheme doesn’t pan out 
ever, a doublecross by hi 
men and the other two 
plus a reforming revival of } 
love for Miss Crain, ex-gir] {; 
now engaged to Connor, find 


tro iDie 


the finale after gunning 

Boone and Haggerty and retur: 

the loot the two had made off h, 
Robertson is a good saddle hero 


Rree tS eee 


Miss Crain’s western heroine. an 
offbeat assignment for her, § 
| off nicely. Carole Mathews pro. 
vides a vivid femme contrast a 
widow on the make for Robert 
Boone and Haggerty are d 
heavies, keeping them a cut above 
the usual with smooth characteriza- 
| tions. Lloyd Bridges, as Robert- 


son’s double-crossing brother: Con- 
Carl Betz, Rodolfo Acost: 
Pascual Garcia Pena and the others 


| in the cast are able. 


Harmon Jones’ direction puts a 
good emphasis on action and « " 
acterization that makes the most 
of the excellent script. Leonard 
Goldstein's production helming is 
first-rate in getting the outdoor 
values on the screen. The < r 
lensing by Charles G. Clarke, 


George A. Gittens’ editing and the 
other technical assists are expert. 
Bri 


Great Sioux Uprising 
(COLOR) 


Jeff Chandler in Technicolored 
outdoor actioner. Okay top- 
liner for action bills. 


Hollywood, June 23 
Universal release of Albert J. ¢ en 
co-producer, Leonard | ! 
stein Stars Jeff dO- 
mergue, Lyle Bettger; features Peter 
Whitney, Stacy Harris. Welter §& e, 
Stephen Chase, John War Earle. ( n 
Strange. Charles Arnt. Directed by | d 
Bacon. Screenplay, Melvin Levy, |. R t 
Bren, Gladys Atwater; story, Bre 
Gladys Atwater; added dialog, Frank | 
Ji camera (Technicolor), Maury ¢ 
man: editor, Edward Curtiss. Pre 
‘une 19, '53. Running time, 79 MINS 


Chandler. Faith 


| Jonathan Westgate ..... Jeff ¢ r 
Joan Britton eoeececeoesce F: ith Dome e 
eee Lyle Px er 
Ahab Jones er oe Peter \ ' 
i ae 440 060b45:60.5 Stacy H s 
0 Sere Walter Sinde 
Major McKay ,..c.eec0« Sicphen ¢ e 
Red Cloud 9000806008 John War Eocle 
Stand Watie .........+.... Glenn Str e 
Serer Coe cecccsene Charie t 
Hevoka 068664460640 Julia Montova 

tt 


Sat. Manners ........... Rav Be 


Teo-Ka-Ha eoeeees.-.. Dewev Drapeau 
| ees cocoesee Boyd “Red” Vi n 
ao Tree ervrrer . Lane Prasford 
De nidese e weesele. Jack Incram 
Jake ee eT LETC Creer ee Clem er 





_ There's a lot more action prom- 
ised by the title than “The Great 
Sioux Uprising” delivers, but it 
still comes out as an okay entry in 


_the current crop of Technicolored 


outdoor actioners, expertly put to- 

gether to shake up reasonable re- 

turns in the Universal market 
Jeff Chandler is the chief star i 


in 
|the story that concerns horse rus- 
tlers, Indians and the eavalrv, but 
| this time he’s a white, not a rd- 
skin. In the character of an ex- 
Union medical officer, retired be- 
cause of a hand wound that he 


believes has made it impossib'e for 
him to operate again, Chandler 
comes west to set up shop as a 
horse doctor. 

He finds things not so peaceful 
in the village of Laramie Junction, 
headquarters for Lyle Bettzer, 
rancher who holds a lucrative con- 
tract with the Army to supply 
cavalry mounts, and Faith lDo- 
mergue, livery stable owner v0 
a'so sells a few horses to the Anu. 
The apparently respectable Bet <cr 
has just completed a raid on no¢s 
owned by a Sioux tribe led by Jo!n 


| War Eagle and also has the small 
| ranchers 


disgruntled because he 
pays very low prices for thr 
horse8. 

Another complication is the ef- 
forts of a Confederate officer, im: 
self an Indian, to organize sev-ral 
tribes to attack the Union forres. 
Chandler sets about to get te 
small ranchers together to se!l (* 
rectly to the Army and also pro! 


|ises War Eagle he will uncover ‘| '¢ 


, 


rustlers of the Indian horses. !\"- 
ger frames the good doc to cet |) ™ 
in bad with the ranchers, destro's 
the clue that will lead to his oo" 
rustling guilt and promoies ‘7 
Union cavalry to ride against thé 
Indians. ; 
Chandler strides easily thi '2! 
his hero assignment and 
(Continued on page 22) 
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OZONERS NIX WIDESCREEN PIX 





Actors In Europe 


Columnist Harry Cushing, who does a regular column for Bill 


Dowdell’s Rome American News, 
director and actor types. 

Of “The Big-Time Actor,” 

“He’s the most recent arrival, 
to beat the taxes, and he insists 
the States 
paper, 
he gets paid for it 
thinks their only use is to pay 
he 
veryone hates his guts 


at anyone who doesn’t do 


he would stand on his head to get 
but here gets angry if anyone tries to take a photo, 
He hates all ‘foreigners,’ 


analyzes the expatriate producer, 


Cushing writes 


and the most obvious. He’s here 
on telling everyone about it. In 
his picture in the 
unless 
on principle, and 


his salary and serve him. When 


arrived everyone was prepared to like and admire him, but now 
He’s arrogant to the workers, 
things according 


and sneers 


to his ideas, His 


social life is extremely active, and he’s seen with the town’s most 


beautiful women, but most of them are good for 


and after a thorough pawing by 
idea.” 

Ot 
for 
In California, he couldn’t get a 
man 
tension, 
tors like to use him. Whatever 


have 





“The Small Time Actor,” Cushing writes 
1 long time, and becomes successful beyond his fondest dreams. 


His greatest qualities are his good humor, 
He is popular and cooperative, 
good feeling 
created can be traced to him. 
has a good word to say, speaks some Italian, 


just one date, 
‘muscles’ they give up the whole 
“He’s been in Rome 


rrested, but here he’s a leading 
and lack of pre- 
and producers and direc- 
American film people 
He knows everyone and always 


? 4) | 9 
and with orem charm 





Distribs Moan Re Foreign Films, 
Big B.0. In N.Y., Floppo Out Of Town 


Vanishing market for foreign¢ 


language pix in the U. S. has indie | 
and | 


distribs “bemoaning their fate 
trving to figure out what’s hap- 
pened to this once-profitable cor- 
ner of the b.o. 

Distribs say 


their biz has never 


the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 





Carroll Subs Monroe 
As Rep’s ‘Professor’ 
Hollywood, as. 


Monroe's 
occasioned by 


June 
reshuffled 
his ending 


Vaughn 
schedule, 


| 


BOOM BIZ N- 
KEEPS “EM Hi 


| Their biz booming and generalls 
|ahead of last year, the nation’s 
|}over 3,600 drive-ins are taking 
both 3-D and widescreen in their 
Stride. Most of them have come to 
the conclusion that, regardless of 
what happens, their unique appeal 
will keep them in the running with 
| 2-Ds for quite a few years to come 
}and that it compensates also for 
their inability to fit into the wide- 
; screen pattern. 
| Equipment dealers report. the 
;ozoners are successfully showing 
| Stereo pix but very few are think- 





ing in terms of widening thei 
screens. Problem here isn't only 
one of light, screen and direction 
al sound, but also of visibility 
This appears to be particularly 
true of the 2.55 to 1 CinemaScope | 
screen with its lack of height 

“A wide, low screen restricts 
visibility from the backseat afte 
the first four or five ramps,"’ one 
equipment outfit exec observed, “In 


any ¢ 
screen 
to the 
thing 
in 


ise, it’s the purpose of wide 
to get the audience closet 
action, That's an impossible 
to accomplish when you 
a car; 

Al Lichtman, 20th-Fox directo 
sales, stated in N.Y. last week 
(Continued on page 24) 


20th Frowns On 


Sit 


ot 


been quite as bad; even on better) hi; paton work and branching out 
than average films, New York now |as a single, brought a new starring 
ne asa) 4 < Sté 4 
reps 80°o to 90°) of their take. | ole te Sahn Carroll 
B.o. story is monotonously the | ; rae, > 
same: “It did business in N. Y. but Monroe a slated se ae Se Pe | ] escreenin 
it died out of town.” Only excep- | tentatively titled Professor and 
tion are pix that lend themselves |the Co-Ed” at Republic tomor 
to sex exploitation. | row (Wed.), but was forced to ° 
akties ie cee i wee [cancel the assignment because of | ts at 1X 
mes se . 7 . age s caiman wae | nitery commitments Republic 
pie gs bes * : tt agg aa then inked Carroll for the role in| 
os A he cont . Send’ See vives ta ithe comedy with music which R Current practice of blowing up 
ntti li 7 ang treatment ve Indie |G. Springsteen will direct. standard pix for widescreen pres- 
— oe ee pgp or ig ing eal, - ice entation is frowned upon by 20th- 
also emphasize that dubbing is by | | Fox. Resentment stema from the 
ae b.o. insurance and that, | ¢ 9 fact that the present method, re- 
in effect, it tends to create difficul- anlana a e ‘sulting in pictures that are fre- 
ties that weren't there before. : y quently cut off at the top or bot- 
Odd aspect of the situation is tom of the screen, may result in 
that, while it baifies and worries ° customer antagonism and confuse 
the indies, it’s also of interest to i S S patrons when 20th is ready to un- 


ica. Latter’s ability to make for- 
eign deals and unthaw frozen coin 
abroad depends, to an extent, on 
performance of overseas product 
in the U. S. Producers abroad, as 
a rule, have little understanding 
for what is happening here and, 
consequently, feel the slump actu- 
(Continued on page 24) 


Producers Tilt Lances 
With Meggers; So Who's 
Biggest Wheel in Pix? 


June 23. 





Hollywood, 


screen Producers Guild exec 
1 — | : 
noard is expected to meet this 
week to discuss the controversy 


initiated when Rouben Mamoulian, 
addressing the Sereen Directors 


Guild ‘ ee Onarga» ing, the actual production could | 
si membership meeting last pe completed in less than a week 
ven ee the directors It's understood that Justman and 
' yet receiving enough credit,| Towne would finance the project, 
Pap that . their creativeness Wa4S| with split 50-50 from the first dol- 
shoe 1 by producers. SDG mem-' jar with the legit producers. Pit 
Jets'\(p approved Mamoulian’s re-| would be a faithful film copy of 
ven cS overwhelmingly, but produ-| the actual show lensed with an in- 
noah ansriiy struck back at the termission. Sloane is working out 
seers in protest. |/an arrangement with Screen Ac- 
Bill Thomas. secretary of SPG,!| tors Guild and Equity on the ques- 
Ciarged Mamoulian was guilty of | tion of cast pay, and other unions 
ove mplifving a complex situa-| involved are being asked to figure 
flor and pointed to George | out a scale payment for their mem- 
S "NS as an illustration of a di-| bers in the production. Understood 
Who had earned his spurs |Justman is already dickering with 
4 producer also. Thomas as-|a major regarding release of film 
' rags of the work on a} LPL 
pro is done by the producer, | , > 
a on por gg no one man | IMPPA Hires Rogosin 
“SCs @ picture 


adding this was 
result of combined talents. 
; Producer- director-writer William 
hea quipped he’d umpire the 
'y, but volunteered the opinion | 
4S a writer, figured the writer | 
most important. 
Asked for comment, 
pl iducae Sam Engel, 
>PG, snapped: 
lat orating on scripts with writers | 
tuc them to direct.” 


Was 


first v.p. of 


20th-Fox | 


“I'm too busy col-| 


Hollywood, June 23. 


actual legit show to film will be- | 
gin here in about two weeks, if | 
negotiations for a 3-D Technicolor 
version of “Top Banana” 
cluded between producers Paula 
Stone and Mike Sloane and indie 
pix producers Joe Justman and 
| Sane Towne. Virtually all points 
| 

} 





are settled, and deal probably will 
be finalized tomorrow ' § (Wed.). 
' Show winds at the Biltmore Thea- 


tre here Saturday (27), with Phil 
|Silvers and stage cast to remain 
over for the film 

Plans are for the musical to be 
filmed on the stage of a local the- 
atre, possibly the Carthay Circle 
Since there’s no need of rehears- 


Hollywood, June 23. 
| Steve Broidy, prexy of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 

Assn., announced appointment of 
| Irving Rogosin, former NLREB trial 
examiner, as general counsel of 
| the association. 

He will head IMPPA’s labor ne- 
gotiations committee, which con- 
sists of Walter Mirisch, Lindsley 
Parsons, Vincent M. Fennelly, Jan 
\ Grippo and Eugene Arnsieia. 


Revolutionary transference of an | 


are con- | 
fe pictures that could receive the | 
rais- | 


veil CinemaScope, Feeling is that 
| ordinary filmgoer, unaware of the 
various industry technical devel- 
opments, may think that Cinema- 
Scope is just another of the ‘wide- 
| screen systems rather than a com- | 
| pletely new technique with pix 
| specially tailored for the process. 
Although armed with a backlog | 


} 


“stretch” treatment, 20th is 
ing no objections if and when ex- 
hib decides to widescreen the films. | 
“We don’t encourage it, but we have | 
no objection,’ declared 20th’s dis- 
tribution chief Al Lichtman.  Licht- 
(Continued on page 22) 


| Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, June 23. 
Keith, former _ silent 
who was paired with 
Clara Bow in “The Plastic Age” in 
1925, signed for a role as a floor- 
walker in “A Name for Herself,” 
Judy Holliday starrer at Columbia 

Sandra Ross shifts from. ni- 
teries to pix with a role in “The 
Long, Long Trailer’ at Metro 
Bert Lahr checks in for his co- 
starring role in Metro's “Rose 
Marie” Mai Zetterling, cur- 
rently before the cameras costar- 
ring with Danny Kaye in “Knock 
On Wood,” prepping a return to 
London to star in a revival of “A 
Doll’s House” .. . Republic set 
Warren Duff to script “Make Haste 
to Live,” which William A. Seiter 
will produce and direct. 

June Allyson joined William 
Holden and Walter Pidgeon as one 
of the three stars of “Executive 
Suite,” next on John Houseman’s 
schedule at Metro Gloria 
Krieger’s contract with Columbia 
was approved in Superior Court 
and the singer, 
named Gloria Greenwood, starts at 
$300 per week. . 
CBS newscaster, 
tured role in “Slade,” 
Parsons’ Allied Artists production 
swhich rolls July 15. 


Robert 
screen star 


who has been re-| 


. Jim Bannon, | 
snagged a top fea- | 
Lindsley | 





-MPAAT0OK. Sponsor, Tab Of Vidpix 


‘Quick Work 


Hollywood, June 23 
Maggie McNamara, signed to 
a 20th-Fox contract recently, 

is already under suspension 
Legit actress, Whe made her 
film debut in “The Moon Is 
Blue,”” was suspended for re- 
fusing to test for the femme 
lead in “King of the Khyber 
Rifles.’ Understood she nixed 
the role in the Tyrone Power 
starrer because she thought it 

was a man's picture 





SAG Blasts Drive 
To Cut Actors Pay 


Hollywood, June 23 
Actors Guild opened an 
the of 
studios actors’ 
this 
the 


it does not believe 


Screen 


assault or tendency pro 
cul 
of 


industry,” 


ducers and to 


salaries in period “uncet 
and 
the 


cut 


tainties in 


warned that 


present situation calls for a 


either in the basic minimum or in 


individual salaries 


“We are entirely sympathetic 
with the industry heads in the 
problems they face in this present 
transitional period,” the SAG exec 


board declared, “but a study of the 
earnings and profits statements ol 


several major film companies does 
not convince one that these com 
panies are not still managing to 
keep the wolf from the door.” 
SAG declared that the actual 
savings affected are inconsequen 


tial in terms of overall production 


but does represent a sharp cut to 
the individual = actor involved 
Board adced that if every ove 
scale thesp in Hollywood cut his 
|} pay 50°, it would not result in 
one more picture being produced 
or one more actor being hired 
Present campaign, it said, is being 
directed avainst actors who work 


at above the minimum scales, and 
| commented that 

| primary targets 
| omy drives.” 


ARNAZ, BALL INDIE T0 
MAKE FEATURES, VIDPIX 


Hollywood, June 23 
Desi Arnaz and Lucille Ball, who 
returned to feature films with 
Metro's “The Long, Long Trailer,” 
are now entering independent fea 
ture film production on a regulat 
scale via their new Lion Produce 
tions. Outfit will also turn out tele 
pix but will not supplant then 
Desilu. Productions, which pro 
duces “I Love Lucy,” “Letter To 
Loretta” and other vidpix offering 


in previous econ- 


Lion already has several pix and 
TV packages in the hopper and will 
probably begin functioning as soon 
Arnaz and Miss Ball finished 
“Trailer.” 


as 


Coast Publicists Tilt 

Initiation Fee Scales 
Hollywood 
Guild here has 
of initiation fee 
and dues scales to correct inequi 
ties in the old percentage payment 
ystem. Changes were approved by 
the memhership at a meeting high 
lighted by the installation of new 
officers. 

New initiation fees are 
stead of $250 for seniors; $150 in- 
stead of $125 for juniors; $75 in- 
stead of $50 for apprentices, and 
25 instead of $10 for allied mem- 
bers. 

New officers installed are Wal- 
ter Compton, prexy; Stan 

ulies, veepee; Dick Carter, treas- 
urer; Esme Chandlee, secretary, 


June 23 
Publicists worked 


out a new serie 


$300 in 


jtrustees. 


py Under 4- Year Pact Inked With ABC 


—_ 


| Sales price 


Contract between the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America and the 
American Broadcasting Co., under 
which the latter will lens the film 
industry promotional TV series 
with the studios’ cooperation, runs 
for four years and gives MPAA a 
say-so both in selection of a bank- 
roller and determination of the 
Should the net fail to 

has the right 
end of any 13- 


dig up a sponsor, it 
to cancel out at the 
week cycle 
Agreement, signed last week, 
benefits the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund to the tune of a minimum 
$5,000 weekly or net proceeds from 


the show-——whichever amount = is 
larger—if it's ponsored Sus 
tainer would cut the contribution 
jto the Fund to a weekly $1,000 
Series is to be filmed by ABC 
in Hollywood, under supervision 
of Cecil Barker ABC western 
division director of programs, who 
will work with MPAA rep Under 
terms of the pact, announced joint 
ly by MPAA prexy Eric Johnston 
and ABC topper Robert FE. Kintner, 
each distrib will submit four of its 
new pix in each 13° week cycle, 
with ABC free to pick and choose, 
Show is due for network telecast 
ing in late fall or wintet 
Agrecmment specifies that MPAA 
has the right, 30 days after deliv- 
ery of the pilot pic, to withdraw 
from the whole project MPAA 
approval gives ABC an exclusive 
option until Dec. 31, °53, to sched 
ule the series to go on the air not 
later than March 1, 1954. Should 


(Continued on page 24) 


New Kind of Giveaway: 


Doug Leigh Spectacular 
And 3-D for Piece of Pic 


Unusual pic production-partici 
pation deal is being discussed with 
various indies by Douglas Leigh, 
head of the firm which creates 
Broadway spectaculars and opes 
lates billboard concessions all over 


the country Leigh is offering his 


| promotional facilities plus his own 


“actors have been | 


widescreen lens to producers in re 
turn for a piece of the pie. 

Leigh said in N.Y. Monday (22), 
that his proposal had met with con- 
siderable interest. Ile said it was 
to the advantage of a producer to 
give his pic a sound kickoff in N.Y., 


{and that his firm was in a unique 
position to provide the promotion- 
al punch Producers don't have 
to make a deal for the Leigh-de 
veloped widescreen lens as part 
of the bargain 

Leigh is currently also discuss- 
ing production of one or two films 


Mar- | 


t 'the present time. 
|'and Dan Thomas and Carroli Nyle, | 


for his Glamorama widescreen 
ystem which he intends to demon 
trate soon One of them would 
be a sequence film along the lines 
of Cinerama, whose effects Glamo 
rama can duplicate, according to 
Leight 
HIle stated that in makin pat 

ticipation deals, he is prepared to 
purchase considerable block of 
radio and TV time which is avail- 
able to him 


MEX STUDIO WORKERS’ 
STRIKE LOOMS JULY 1 


Mexico City, June 23 

Film industry regards as a cer- 
tainty the strike July 1 of the tech- 
nical-manual workers locals of the 
Picture Production Workers Union 
STPC), vhich is aimed at 19 top 
Mexican producers Reason for 
such a pessimistic view is that 
they roundly nixed demands for a 
40-hour week, donation of 4% of 
overall pay to the laborites’ savings 
fund, and a paid day off after each 
four weeks of steady work 

The union broke off talks with 
the producers when they rejected 
their demands and offered a flat 
35% pay hike. Producers’ spokes- 
man said the new demand means 
an 18° upkick in pic production 
costs which makers can't afford at 
However, five 
producers have granted the work- 
ers’ new demands. 





' 
| 
? 
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Exhibs Eye Chances of Less Costly 
3-D Modes: Nord, Vectograph, Norling 


Demonstration of the 
Process’ single-projector, one strip 
3-D system in N. Y. last week has 
roused industry, and particularly 


exhib, interest in cheaper and 
more efficient ways of stereopix 
presentation. Nord projection 


equipment will sell for “well un 
der $2,000.” according to Edward 
Lachman, sales manager, and will 
be available through equipment 
supply houses. 

While the Nord system 1s in the 
spotlight, its demonstration 1s ex 
pected to force one or more other 
methods of 
into the open Most advanced at 
the moment is the Polaroid Corp.'s 
Vectograph Company has been 
working on this process for con- 
siderable time and has been pres- 
sured by Warner Bros. to go ahead 
with the production of at least one 
test reel for demonstration pur- 
“regardless of cost.” 


po es, 

Third known system was in- 
vented by John A. Norling, stereo 
pioneer. ' Jt uses the alternate 
frame method, with the right and 
left-eye views following one an- 
other in rapid succession. The 


Nord process prints the two images 
vertically and above one another 


on the same frame. A corrective | 


lens put the image on the screen 
in proper fashion. Also needed 
are two “windows” in the back of 
the port holes. The Vectograpnh 
has both images registered over 
one another on the same frame. 

Nathan Supak and Harry Ratt- 
ner, Nord Process execs and origi- 
nators along with inventor Roy 
Clapp, said in N. Y. Monday (22) 
that the know-how of optical trans- 
ference of the present two 3-D 
prints onto a single film would be 
passed on to the studios without 
charge. The company, which 
claims to have patents pending on 
both the exhibition equipment and 
its special 3-D camera which pho- 
tographs directly on to one film, 
expects to show its system on the 
Coast soon. 

Supak stressed the considerable 
distrib interest in the process 
which, he said, insures the kind 
of absolute synchronization = re- 
quired to make 3-D effective. It 
also eliminates need for extra- 
large magazines and other current 
3-D projection features. Difficulty 
of keeping projectors in syne 
has cropped up in theatres all over 
the country. 

There is no problem showing 
3-D pix with the Nord Process on 
a screen of normal size and pres- 
ent light sources are perfectly ade- 
quate, Rattner stated. Some _ ob- 
servers had questioned this point 
following last week's showing on 
a small screen. 

Latest distrib to show interest 
in the Nord method is United Art- 
ists, which is footing the bill for 
having one test reel of its 3-D re- 
lease, “I, the Jury,” made up in 
the Nord Process. If UA exees like 
what they see, prospects are good 
for the entire film to be printed 
on one Strip. 


L. A. ‘ROBOT’ DEAL T0 
SET DISTRIB PATTERN 


Los Angeles, June 23. 

Local three-theatre engagement 
of “Robot Monster,” Al Zimbalist 
indie which bows here tomorrow 
(Wed.), will set the pattern for the 
3-D film's distribution contract 
now being dickered. Pic is being 
hettily ballyhooed as the first 
stereoscopic film at pop prices. 

Zimbalist’s deal with the Holly 
wood Paramount, 
Manchester Theatres calls for 35° 
of the gross up to an undisclosed 
“split” figure. after which producer 
and house split 50-50. 

Zimbalist said this formula 
would be written into any distribu- 
tion agreement he signed, and 
added that the distrib would also 


be asked to follow the broad out- | 


line of the hefty exploitation cam- 
paign he’s giving the film locally. 

Zimbalist added that a distribu- 
tion contract will be for the U.S 
only, and that as the initial over- 
Seas venture, he’s nearing conclu- 
sion of a deal to ship the pic to 
Israe] as the first 3-D fiim to play 


there. Noting the decision of the | 


majors to ban shipments to the 


Mediterranean republic, Zimbalist | color. Included are takes of a ten-| Inc., 
declared he will sell his picture | nis match. amusement park views, Circuit and the 
| Booking Service. 


abroad in all markets, 


Nord¢ 


single-projector 3-D | 


Orpheum and | 





‘Tape, Film U.S. Security 


| Hearings for Distribution 


Washington, June 23. 

| The Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee commenced to film 
and tape its hearings last week. As 
soon as a suitable method of distri- 
bution is worked out, the material 
will be made available to radio and 
television stations and other public 
| users. 

The committee, headed by Sen 
William E. Jenner (R., Ind.), figures 
that the general public around the 
nation will be able to get a far bet- 
ter idea of what goes on at hear- 
lings than ean be obtained from 
printed accounts. Jenner said he 
ordered the films and tape because 
|of numerous requests for such ma 
terial 

This is the first instance of a 
Congr committee making 
films of ifs own proceedings. The 
Jenner Committee will pay for the 
films and tapes out of its operating 
funds. No films will be made 
|where witnesses object. 


‘ssional 


Johnston Okays 
Free Trade Bill 


Washington, June 23. 

Following up his recent 
mony before the House Ways and 
Means Committee, Erie Johnston, 


} 
| 





| 
| prexy of the Motion Picture Assn. | 
of America, has endorsed the bill | 


to renew reciprocal trade 
ments in a letter to the 
Finance Comunittee. 
passed the House and is now be- 


agree- 
Senate 


fore the Senate committee before | 


it goes to the Senate floor for 


action. 


In his written statement to Sen. 
|Eugene D. Milliken (R., Colo.) 
committee chairman, Johnston 
wrote: 

“The American motion 
| business firmly espouses 
| trade. Proportionately we are the 
| nation’s largest export 
| More than 40° of the revenues of 
}our producing and 
| companies comes from abroad. 


| Nine out of 10 motion pictures do | 


| not pay their way from exhibition 
| in the domestic market. We must 
have foreign markeis to survive. 
“And while we are the only film 
makers in the world not subsidized 
by government, we welcome the 
importation of foreign films for 
American exhibition. That com- 
petition has increased markedly in 
recént vears, but we would have 
it no other way. We have our dif- 
ficulties abroad — import restric- 
tions on our product, blocked 
jfunds, currency 
Which hamper our operations, but 





ing here. 


“We think these are sound prin- 


ciples which inevitably will be to |! 
they | 


our benefit, and I believe 
merit wider application in our 
whole foreign trade program.” 





Trade to See Glamorama 
| Shots of Indian Parade, 


| Additional 12 minutes of test 
footage has been lensed by Douglas 


Leigh, prexy of Douglas Leigh Inc., | 


for his Glamorama widescreen sys- 
tem, which is claimed to duplicate 
Cinerama effects via one projector 
and a special lens. 

System, one of two widescreen 
methods developed by Leigh, will 
be shown to the trade “within two 
weeks,” he said. Difficulty at the 
moment is finding a proper show- 
case. Leigh is thinking of renting 
a house and building a_ special 
screen in order to give his process 
a trade sendoff. 

New Glamorama test shots are in 
|}35m and were lensed in Eastman 


and an Indian parade, 


testi- | 


Measure has | 


picture | 
freer | 


business. | 


distributing | 


conversions — | 


we would strenuously oppose such | 
restrictions on foreign films com-'! 


Amus. Park in 2 Weeks 


Metro’s 3 in Sept. 


Metro has slated three pictures 
for release during September, 
making a total of 11 pictures in the 
distrib channels from July to Sep- 
tember. New slate does not provide 
for “Julius Caesar,” now in its 
third N.Y. week on a two-a-day 
basis. Number of additional open- 
ings is being planned for “Caesar” 
for late summer, following the 
‘same legit-trpe policy as in 
| Gotham, 
| September releases include 
: “Great Diamond Robbery,” “Terror 
on a Train” and “The Actress.” 


Ww Ready to Go 
Tt Alone’ in Pix 








Deal With Norway 





| Andersen,” 
| Pan” as pre-releases. They’ve a!so 





Mpls. Exhibs Tilt Tix 
Tab Despite NCA Pleas 


Minneapolis, June 23. 

Minneapolis independent neigh- 
borhood and suburban exhibitors, 
some of them North Central Allied 
members, are disregarding the 
organization’s plea to refrain from 
pre-release subsequent runs at ad- 
vanced admissions. 

A number of the outlying houses 
already played “Hans Christian 
“Salome” and “Peter 


boosted their prices from the 40, 





0 or 60c usually cha-ged to 85c, 


They declare there is no com- 


Unusual instance of a Motion | pjaint against upped prices for 


Picture Assn. of America member! such pictures, as 


company giving the other distribs 
an ultimatum to act, or face a 


break in the ranks, has come up| 


with the stalemate over a new 


Norwegian film deal. 

| Warner Bros. has notified the 
| rest that unless thev move to break 
ithe deadlock by June 26 it will 
| deal with the Norwegians inde- 
| pendently. Impression _ prevails, 
| however, that the Oslo government 
'might not be willing to go along 
| with any WB solo. 

| Difficulty is that the Norwegians 
| insist that, under any new deal, 
MPAA members release in Nor- 
| way every pic that’s been shown 
in Sweden. Pact would jack up 
to 40% the rental limit on U. S. 
product. Americans would be au- 
thorized to import five “specials” a 
| year, which could go to 45°, along 
with a 100% to 150° boost in 
admish prices. 

| Distribs maintain that they can't 
guarantee the Norwegian release, 
particularly of indie pix they are 
handling. Also, Metro, after finally 
agreeing to release “Gone With 
the Wind” in Norway, now won't 
bring in “Quo Vadis’ unless it’s 
made one of the privileged quin- 
tet. This doesn't sit too well with 
the other companies. In the past, 
M-G reluctance to show “GWTW” 
|in Norway, unless special rental 
| privileges are granted, has held up 
an agreement. 

| U. S. companies have received 
| 


indications that a new deal may 
| well free all remittances from Nor- 
way. Distribs currently get out 
about one-third of their earnings 
| there at the official rate. 


First Antitrust Suit On 
Foreign Films Seen In 





In what's believed to be the first 
antitrust suit over brought by an 
exhibitor to secure better quality 
j}and an earlier run on foreign 
| films, Charben Cinema Corp., op- 
jerator of the Jewel Theatre, 
| Brooklyn, N. Y., brought a $375,- 
000 triple-damage action recently 
in N. Y. Federal Court against 
{wo majors, 15 indie distributors, 
three theatre chains and a _ buy- 
ing-booking combine. 

It's charged that the distributor 
defendants conspired to impose a 
fixed pattern of admission prices 
as well as a system of unreason- 
able clearances upon the Jewel. 
Suit also claims that the distribs 








son-Patman Act by 
| forcing the house 
rental prices than certain of its 
competitors. In addition, an in- 
junction is asked to break up the 
;asserted conspiracy and compel 
|the distribs to nevotiate with the 
| Jewel on reasonable terms. 
Named defendants besides Uni- 
versal and United Artists are Sou- 


allegedly 
to pay higher 


|Vaine Selective Pictures, Spalter 
International Pictures, Stratford 
| Pictures, Pacemaker Pictures, 


| Manor Films, Lux Film Distribut- 
;} ing Corp., Lopert Films, Fine Arts 
| Films, Ellis Films, I.F.E. Releasing 
Corp., Distinguished Films, Discina 
| International Films, Arlan_ Pic- 
| Gunes, Classie Pictures, A.F.E. 
|Corp., Combined Century Theatres, 
Springer Theatres, Cinema 
Liggett-Florin 


violated visions in- | : ; 
en, revenens o he Rowe | 28-day strike of the American Fed- 


| they 





$375,000 Charben Claim. 


far as their 
patrons are concerned. In fact, 
assert, the bulk of 
clientele feels the films in question 
are well worth the raised admission 
and gladly pay it. 


No Sharp Shift In 
New French Pact 


With the current French film 
agreement due to expire June 30, 
indications are that the French 





want to extend the pact for another | 
At least they haven't com- | 
municated any desire for drastic 


year. 


changes. 
Situation came up in N. Y. yes- 
terday (Tues.) 


ture Assn. of America prexy Eric 
Johnston presided. Johnston, who 
left yesterday for Europe, reported 
on the territories he plans to visit. 
He is skedded to go to Berlin for 
the film fete there; Belgium, where 


| a new film deal is still hanging fire; 


Britain, and France. 


Johnston is accompanied by 
George Weltner, Paramount Inter- 


son, MPAA economist. Johnson 
will later go to Oslo to find a soiu- 
tion to the Norwegian stalemate. 

New British pact again is up for 
discussion this year. While John- 
ston intends to have informal dis- 
cussions on it in London, 
mains to be settled whether the 
formal talks will take place in Lon- 
don or Washington. 

New French pact is surrounded 
by less urgency, since the Ameri- 
can distribs have been able to make 
deals for practically all of the $4,- 
100,000 accrued in the capital ac- 
count prior to June 30, ’52. Cur- 
rent earnings have been coming 
through regularly at the monthly 
rate of $120,000, and it’s under- 
stood that the French government 
has now also authorized the use of 
coin accumulated in the capital 
account from current earnings. Un- 
der the present deal, U. S. com- 
panies get 121 dubbing licenses 


MPAA. Latter would like to see 
that total raised. 


28-Day TV Shutdown Aids 
K.C. Ozoner Biz, Makes No 
Diff to 1st-Run Theatres 


Kansas City, June 23. 
Television, as a deterrent to box- 
office, is probably disproven in the 





eration of Television & Radio Art- 
ists, Which had WDAF-TV, Kansas 
City Star property, shut down and 
the town without video for most 
of that period. 

A survey among theatre man- 
agers and officials indicated there 








was little certainty as to the effects 
of a TV-less area on film patron- 
age. One drive-in manager on the 
west side of town said he believed 
the fact that TV was off would 
benefit conventional theatres, but 
could not detect any difference in 
his patronage. The drive-in was 
doing big biz at the time, however. 

Conventional theatre managers 
among the first-run houses said 
they could not see that the TV 
strike was benefiting them mate- 
rially. but believed it was helping 
the dvive-ins, 


5 
compared to the $1 which was their | 
| downtown first-run admissions. 


their 


at a foreign man- | 
agers meet, at which Motion Pic- | 


national prexy, and Griffith John- | 


it re-| 


annually, 110 of which go to the | 


Europe Retooling Slowly to Depth, 
Favor Widescreen Over 3-D: U's Daf 


* With business continuing good 


abroad, European exhibs are show. 
ing no great urgency to instal) 3-p 
or widescreen equipment, Alfred 
|E. Daff, Universal's exec veepee 
jand global sales topper declar; 
last week following his ret, 
from an 18-day visit abroad 
| Foreign theatremen, Daff n: 
|are keenly interested in the ; 
| film techniques, but there is 
| hectic race to convert to the n 
| dimensions. Installations are ‘i 
ting made, U exec reported, but 
they are being made gradually. 
with widescreen being favored 
over 3-D. 
| Another factor for the slow rate 
| of conversion in Europe, accord- 
jing to Daff, is cost of the new 
| equipment. He pointed out that 
| many countries have price regula- 
tion restrictions which prevent ex- 
hibs from aipping admission prices 
| to recoup the costs of the new 
| equipment. 

In England, he noted, most of 
| the large circuits are planning to 
lequip their theatres with vw 

| screens in the aspect ratio of 2 

} 1. Presently in England, he said, 
| there is a limited number of 3-D 
situations, with a total of abou 
50 expected in three months and 
maybe about 200 by the end of the 
| year. In Italy, he said, there are 
less than 20 theatres equipped to 
show the “‘deepies.” 

Difficulty in buying new equip- 
ment from the U.S. is also delay- 
ing conversion to new dimensions, 
Daff said. European theatre equip- 
ment manufacturers are retooling 
for the new machinery, he noted, 
and have been turning out some 
“excellent” 3-D and widescreen in- 
stallations. 

Exec noted foreign producers 
favored widescreen over 3-D be- 
cause of their dependence on their 
|own domestic market, with theatres 
showing more of an inclination to 
go widescreen rather than 3-D. 

However, he reported there had 
been some discussions in France, 
| Italy and Germany regarding the 
| production of stereopix. He stated 
| that polaroid specs are available in 
| England and Germany, and that 
manufacture of the specs was 
starting in France and Italy. 

Slow 3-D Playoffs 

| Daff, who during his European 
trip attended Universal’s five-day 
confab of -European and middle 
east branch managers in Rome, 
said American companies can ex- 
pect extremely slow playoff of 3-D 
pix in Europe because of the limit- 
ed number of depth-equipped situ- 
ations. He declared that Universal 
would not rush 3-D abroad, would 
play it off slowly, and make it 
available first to only 3-D outlets 
before offering it to flat situations. 
Company, he noted, would release 
32 pix abroad next year, same as 
the preyious year. 

Regarding U.S.-European picture 
relations, Daff said: “‘We have rea- 
son to be optimistic that we wont 
suffer onerous restrictions. By 
now, most governments have real- 
ized that the importation of Amer- 
ican pictures is a necessity. We're 
over that hump.” 

He asserted that the showing of 
American studio product abroad is 
mere effective than specially-pre- 
| pared propaganda pix. “The best 
| thing we can do is to send them 
| good entertainment. They're tired 
| of propaganda. They've had enough 
| of it. Europeans are intelligent 
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enough not to reflect on America 
| as a nation, if one individual is 
| presented in a bad light.” 
| European producers, he noted, 
| are not trying to imitate American 
pictures. “They are effectively mak- 
ing their own type of pictures.” 
Daff, accompanied by U prexy 
| Milton R. Rackmil, leaves for the 
Coast for an 18-day stay on July 1. 


JURY VACATIONS SLOW 
-JEFFERS, SEG LIBEL SUIt 


Los Angeles, June 23. 
Summer vacations have put the 
Mike Jeffers libel suit against the 
Screen Extras Guild on a part-time 
basis. Trial, which started April 6, 
resumed yesterday (Mon.) after ‘ 
two-week hiatus, but will come to 
another halt at the end of this 
week for a recess until Sept. 1. 
Jeffers sued the talent guild and 
36 individuals over statements 
;made about him in an SEG mws- 


j letter three years ago. 
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PICKUP ON 
SOUTH STREET 












It’s a pleasure 
to take such pictures 
— from 20th! 
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WHITE 
YT WITCH DOCTOR 


BAD starring SUSAN HAYWARD 


ROBERT MITCHUM 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 


This one will be launched in 
New England, Upper New York 
State and San Francisco with a 
special round-the-clock TV cam- 
paign backed by page-dominating 
ads selling this great cast and action- 
packed African adventure story. 
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” DANGEROUS 
CROSSING 


starring JEANNE CRAIN 
MICHAEL RENNIE 


Backed by TV-radio- 
newspaper saturation in 
the “Pickup on South 
Street’ manner, and 
especially prepared 
2,000-line newspaper ads. 
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SOUTH STREET 


starring RICHARD WIDMARK# 4. 
JEAN PETERS - THELMA RITTER 























Special TV and radio spot: 4 
and sell-packed large-spacej ‘ag 
newspaper ads are backing this}. 
one to record grosses everywhere! 
Smash opening, Roxy, New York!i#) 
You too will clean up with ‘Pickup’! 
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PREFER BLONDES+ 


starring JANE RUSSELLF 
K MARILYN MONROES 
: co-starring CHARLES COBURN} 
i Color by TECHNICOLOR i 
‘Most publicized picture of 

. the year! Featured on cov-{ 
ers of LIFE and COSMOPOLITAN, 4 
multi-page stories in COLLIER’S; 
i and ESQUIRE! Ard these are justi # 
j the beginning! Watch the tremendous } 
“ag advance publicity that’s making the 
E.* whole nation “‘Blondes’’-conscious! 
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THE | | 
GLORY BRIGADE | 


starring VICTOR MATURE 


Glory for your screen, 
fireworks for your box- 
office on the Fourth of 
July! New York Premiere | 
* for Herald Tribune Fresh Air 
s Fund, with CBS stars ina 
special radio show will 
make national news and 
spark the four-area openings 
in Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, and Detroit areas. 
























sam A TIGHTROPE 


yes starring FREDRIC MARCH 
TERRY MOORE - GLORIA 
< GRAHAME - CAMERON MITCHELL 


? LIFE Magazine hails this top 

suspense thriller as MOVIE OF 
THE WEEK! Two full page breaks 
n “This Week”’’ magazine! New 
York Premiere sponsored by Inter- 

national Rescue Committee and cov- 
ered by ABC-TV, radio and newsreels. 
It’s big boxoffice news! 





C. S. Forester’s 


~ SAILOR 
~ OF THE KING 


ao il - starring JEFFREY HUNTER 
ee MICHAEL RENNIE- WENDY HILLER 


Based on the novel ‘Brown On Resolution’ 


20th’s Coronation Picture! 
Premiered in festive London 
’ before gala royal audience. 
_ World-wide press coverage by on- 
the-spot correspondents is now doing 
a powerful pre-selling job in your city! 


my a THE KID 
Y FROM LEFT FIELD 


starring DAN DAILEY 
ANNE BANCROFT 


ee Special local campaigns tieing 

' jn with civic groups, the Little 
(7 League and other sports organi- 
_# zations in the successful pattern of 
“Pride of St. Louis.” A natural for 
ballyhoo with a complete line of 
novelty accessories that make 
every youngster your press agent! 




















MISTER 
b SCOUTMASTER 


: starring CLIFTON WEBB 
co-starring EDMUND GWENN 
and GEORGE “FOGHORN” WINSLOW 


Pre-sold by a $250,000 
national television campaign 
reaching into millions of homes 
across the nation. Fifteen different 
T.V. trailers, featuring Clifton Webb 

and George (Foghorn) Winslow. 

Date it now for August and get in. . 
on this great 20th showmanship campaign! 


ae in CLEAR VISION 3-D 
ny eee = with STEREOPHONIC SOUND 
starring ROBERT RYAN 
RHONDA FLEMING 
WILLIAM LUNDIGAN 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 


Big 3-Dimension adventure, 
suspense, action! Specially 
written, specially produced 
for 3-D! An attraction as 
boxoffice-hot as its title! 


POWDER 
RIVER 


starring RORY CALHOUN 
CORINNE CALVET 


CAMERON MITCHELL 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 


ara 


’ Sweeping TV-radio-news- 
paper barrage is blanketing the 
Midwest for the 600-date satura- 
tion booking now getting top grosses 
throughout lowa, Missouri, Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, Nebraska and Utah! 


age of the powerful point-of-sale showmanship 


to every single home to pre-sell these sock hits! 
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School Vacation Lifts L.A. 3-D Pix; 
‘Song’ Big 516, 7 Spots; River’ 226, 
‘Shane’ 32G, 3d, ‘Space’ Wow 276, 4th 


Los Angeles, June 23 

With the schools out for sum- 
mer, dimensional pic bills are tak 
ing a sharp upsurge this week 
keep biz level well ahead of same 
frame last year However, new 
bills this round are spotty. “Pow- 
de! River’’-“‘President’s Lady 
combo in four theatres is okay 
$22.000 

“Desert Song” also shapes good 
$10,000 in 1.757-seat Downtown 
Theatre plus $41,000 additional in 
six ozoners. “Remains To Be Seen” 
is thin $8,500 in two spots 

Third round of “Shane” at the 
Chinese is holding at great $32,- 
000. same as record second week 
“Cinerama,” with extra perform- 
ance and building matinees, Is up 
toefancyv $37,000 in eighth stanza 
substantially ahead of seventh 

“Outer Space” is nifty $27,000 
in two spots in fourth frame and 
pete than third “Port Ti,’ also 
in fourth, is up to $25,000 in two 
sites. “Lili” is solid in 14th week 

Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Uptown, Toyola, 
Iris (F WC) (2,097; 1,717; 1.248; 814; 
(20th) 


+ 


Pman. 


70-$1.10)—"“Powder River” 

and “President's Lady” (20th) 
Okay $22.000. Last week, without 
Iris. “Titanic’ (20th) and “High! 


Treason” (Indie) (2d wk-5 days) 
$12,400. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropetitan- 
G&S) (2.213: 1,106: 70-$1.19)—‘Re 
mains Be Seen” (M-G) and “Hell 
Is Sold Out” (ndie) (Orpheum 
only). Thin $8,500. Last week, Or- 
pheum “Francis Covers Big Town” 
(U). modest $6900, here but strong 
$67,000 in 15 nabes, drive-ins; 
Hawaii in another unit. 

Downtown (SW) (1.757; 70-$1.10) 

“Desert Song” (WB) and “Pals 
Golden West” ‘Rep). Oke $10,000. 
Last week, with Hawaii, “Scared 
Stiff’ (Par) and “Fort Vengeance” 
(AA) (Downtown only) (3d wk), 
$11,000. 

Loew's State, Egyptian (UATC) 
(2.404; 1,538; 70-$1,10)—Scandal 
at Scourie” (M-G) and “Slight Case 
Larceny” (M-G) (2d wk-5 days) 
Slow $8,000. Last week, $15,200 

Ritz, Globe (FWC) (1,370; 782; 
70-$1.10)—""Take Me to Town” (U) 
and “Queen Is Crowned” ‘(U) i2d 
wk). Nice $7,000. Last week, with 
Iris, well above hopes at nifty $14,- 
500. 

Chinese, (FWC) (2,048; $1-$1.80) 

“Shane” (Par) (3d wk). Great 
$32,000, Last week, record $32,000 
for a second week, 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
757: 2.812; 95; $1.50)—“‘Came From 


Outer Space” (U) (4th wk). Nifty, 


$27,000. Last week, $24,700. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (AB-PT-F&M) (3,300; 1,430; 
95-$1.50)—"Fort Ti” (Col) (4th wk). 
Hearty $25,000. Last week, $22,700. 

Four Star, United Artists (\UATC) 
4900; 2,100; 70-$1.10)—‘‘Juggler’ 
(Col) (4th wk Four Star, 2d wk 
UA). Mild $6,000. Last week, $8.,- 
500. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2.296; 80-$1.50) 
—Desert Rats” (20th) (7th wk). 
Scant $1,400. Last week, $1,500. 

Hollywood (SW) (1,364; $1.20-$2.- 
80)—"‘Cinerama”™ (Indie) (8th wk). 
Fancy $37,000. Last week, $34.500 

Canon (ABC) (533; $1.20)— 
“Times Gone Boy” (Indie) (10th 


} 
| 


wk). Slow $1.200. Last week. $1,500. | 


Vogue (FWC) ‘885: 80-81.20)— 
“Lili? (M-G) (14th wk). Solid $4,- 
800. Last week, $4,000. 


Heat Wave Ups St. Loo; 
‘Arena’ Big 2006, ‘Beast’ 
$11,000, Space’ 126, 2d 


St. Louis, June 23. 

Str. tch of sizzling weather here 
with mercury sky high for three 
days appears to have helped cin- 
ema biz. There are two 3-D films 
playing currently. and both are 
sock at the boxoffice. Biggest coin 
is going to “Arena,” very big at 
Loew's. ‘Came From Outer Space” 
still is solid in second Fox stanza 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” 
shapes disappointing at the St. 
Louis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 60- 
75\—"‘Happens Every Thursday” 
(U) and “Queen Is Crowned” ‘U). 


Fair $13,000. Last week, “Titanic” | 


(20th) and “Pickup On South St.” 
(20th), $12,000. 
Fox (F&M) ‘5.000; 90)—“Came 
From Outer Space” ‘U) (2d wk) 
(Continued on page 26) 


| 70)—“*Sea 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $549,100 
‘(Based on 23 theatres) 
Last Year $429,100 
(Based on 19 theatres) 





H.0.s. Clip Philly; 
Pony Robust 136 


Philadelphia, June 23 

First hot weekend sloughed film 
biz here, making for sorry show 
ing for entire “Shane,” 
scheduled to end Mastbaum run 
picked up to great total this (4th) 
round However, bottom fell out 
of “Fort Ti” in its second stanza at 
Randolph. Most newcomers are 
doing next to nothing, but “Pony 
Express” shapes fast at the Gold- 
“Take Me to Town” is bare 
ly okay at the Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 
Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20) 
“Lili” (M-G) (6th wk). Fair $4,500 

Last week, $5,000. 

Boyd (SW) (2.360; 50-99) 
“Glass Wall” (Col). Thin $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Paris Express” (Indie), 
$9,500. 

Fox (20th) (2.250; 50-99)—‘“Take 
Me to Town” (U). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, “Desert Rats” (20th) 
(2d wk), $8,000 in 6 days. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“‘Pony Express” (Par). Fast 
$13.000. Last week, “Pickup on 
South St.” (20th) (3d wk), $11,000. 


session 


Mastbaum (SW) (4,360: 90-$1.25) | 


“Shane” (Par) (4th wk). Great 
$17,000. Last week, $19,500. 

Midtown (Goldman) 1,000; 90- 
$1.30)—"Story Three Loves” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Neat $11,000. Last week, 
$13,000 


Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 85- | 


$1.30)—"Fort Ti” (Col) (24 wki—. 
Dull $14,000. Last week, $28,000. 
Stanley (‘SW (2.900: 50-99)— 


“South Sea Woman” (WB) (2d wk). 


Good $9,000. Last week, $16,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,473: 50-99) 
“Loose in London” 
“Count the Hours” (RKO). Dim 
$6,500. Last week, 
(U) and “Law and Order” (WU), 
$10,000. 

Trans-Lux ‘(T-L) (500; 90-$1.50)— 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (i5th wk). 
Sock $8,300. Last week, $9,200. 

World (G&S) (500; 50-99)— 
“Seven Deadly Sins” (Indie) (2d 
by Solid $3,500. Last week, $5.- 


Cincy Okay Despite Heat; ‘Beast’ 


‘BEAST’ BIG $8,000 IN 
L’VILLE; ‘SPACE’ 76, 2D 


Louisville, June 23, 
Summer is here in earnest but 
biz at downtown houses continues 
good, many patrons seeking relief 


tioned first-runs. ‘“‘Beast From 20,- 
000 Fathoms” at the Mary Ander- 





(AA) and| 


“Gunsmoke” | 


son is shaping big. ‘‘Man In Dark” 
|at Loew's State looms good. “It 
| Came From Outer Space” is socko 
! on holdover at smal! Kentucky. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 50-75) | 
—‘Came From Outer Space” (U)} 


(2d wk). Fast turnover spelling 
socko $7,000. Last week, $11,000. 

| Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
| 50-75) - “Beast From 
| Fathom” (WB). Looks like big 
| $8,000. Last week, “Desert Song” 
|(WB) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
50-75) —"“‘Pony Express” (Par) and 
“Count The Hours” (RKO). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Pickup on 
| South St.” (20th) and “Queen Is 
Crowned” (U), great $13,000 
| State ‘(Loew’s) (3,000; 50-75)— 
“Man In Dark” (Col). Oke $9,000. 
Last week, “Sombrero” (M-G) and 
“Star” (20th), $11,000 


‘South Sea’ Hotsy 
$15:000 in Frisco 


San Francisco, June 23. 

Summer weather is putting the 
skids under biz here this round 
with only “South Sea Woman” liv- 
ing up to expectations. It is very 
good at the Paramount 
| ‘‘Arena” is rated fair at the War- 
| field. “Sangaree” still is big in 
| fourth Golden Gate week. “Let's 
| Do It Again” shapes only fair at 
| Orpheum despite personals’ by 
Aldo Ray and other players from 
the pic. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Golden Gate (RKO) 2,850; 95- 
| $1.25) — “Sangaree” (Par) and 
“Problem Girls” (Col) (4th wk) 
| plus Coronation pix. Big $12,500. 
| Last week, $15,500. 
| Fox (FWC). (4,651; 95-$1.25)— 
| ‘“‘Hannah Lee” (Indie) and ‘Roar 
| of Crowd” (AA). Fair $19,000. Last 
week, “Girl Next Door” (20th) and 
“Powder River” (20th), $13,500. 

Warfield ‘Loew’'s) (2,656; 95- 
$1.20)—"‘Arena” (M-G). Fair $9,- 
500. Last week, “Scandal At 
Scourie” (M-G), $10.000. 

Paramount (Par) ‘2,646; 65-95)— 
“South Sea Woman” (WB) and 


; 000. Last 


week, “Split 
(RKO) plus “Elizabeth Is Queen” 
(WR), $12,500 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 65-95)— 
“Lili” (M-G) (3d wk). Solid $9,- 
| 000. Last week, $11,500. 

Orpheum ‘No. Coast) (2,448: 65- 
| 95)—"Let’s Do It Again” (Col) 
| and “Siren of Bagdad” (Col). Fair 


$11,000 or less. Last week, “Came 
(Continued on page 26) 


Tall 166, ‘Desert’ Hot 96, ‘Ti Same 





‘Arena’ Fair $11,000, 
Buff; ‘Shane’ 12G, 2d 


Buffalo, June 23. 
“Arena” is fair this round at the 


Buffalo while “South Sea Woman” | 


is in same category at the Center. 
“Shane” shapes good in second 
Paramount week. “The Juggler” is 
rated sad at the Lafayette and 
‘Sea Devils” is no better at Cen- 
tury. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘(Loew’s) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Arena” (M-G) and “Cry of 
Hunted” (M-G). Fair $11,000 or 
less. Last week, “Pickup on South 
St.” (20th) and “My Heart Goes 
Crazy" (UA), $12,000 in 8 days. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 50-85)— 
“Shane” (Par) (2d wk). Good $12.,- 
000. Last week, smash $23,000. 

Center (Par) (2,100; ‘40-70)— 
“South Sea Woman” (WB). Fair 
$8,000 or close. Last week, “Farmer 
Takes A Wife” (20th), same. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“The Juggler” (Col) and “Jack Me- 
Call Desperado” (Col). Sad $6,000. 
Last week, “Happens Every Thurs- 
day” (U) and “Law and Order” 
(U), $5,000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
Devils” 


$6.000. Last week, “Split Second” 
‘RKO) and “Big Frame” ‘(RKO), 
same, 


. (RKO) and. 
“Night Without Stars” (RKO). Dull | 


Cincinnati, June 23. 
| Heat wave brought cooling sys- 
tem dividends at ace stands this 


stanza. School closings also were | 


opportune for “Beast from 20,000 
Fathoms’” lure of youngsters, 
Albee getting tall figures to pace 
city. “Girl Who Had Everything” 
, Shapes okay at the Palace while 
Keith’s looms good with “Desert 
Rats.” Another new bill, “Pony 
Express” is moderate at the Capi- 
tol. Grand is strong with 
moveover of “Fort Ti.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-85)— 
“Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB). Heavy juve support building 
for tall $16,000. Last week, “Fort 
Ti’ (Col), $17,500 at 75-$1 seale. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-85)— 
“Pony Express” (Par). Moderate 
$6,000. Last week, “Affairs of 
Messalina” (Col), $5,500. 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 75-$1)— 


from the heat at the air-condi- |, 


20,000 | 


while | 


“Fast Company” (M-G). Good $15.- | 
Second” | 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $1,722,500 

(Based on 24 cities, and 216 

| theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 

| Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $2,134,700 

| (Based on 23 cities, and 207 

theatres. ) 





| 
| 








let Me Go Lofty 
$17,000, Toronto 


Toronto, June 23. 

Terrific heat wave isn’t hurting 
such top new product as ‘Never 
Let Me Go,” “Light of Silvery 
Moon” and “Blue Gardenia,” with 
these three petting top returns. “A 
Queen Is Crowned” is still smash 
in third week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Crest, Downtown, Glendale, 

State (Taylor) (863; 1,059; 955; 





698; 35-60)—"‘Column South” (U); 


and “Glass Wall’ (U). Oke $12.,- 
000. Last week, “Serpent of Nile” 
(Col) and “Girl's Confession” (Col), 
| $14,000. 

| Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080; 
1.556; 40-75)—‘Blue Gardenia” 
(WB). Nice $15,000. Last week, 
|“Elizabeth Is Queen” 
| wk), $12.000, 

| Hyland (Rank) 
i “Moulin Rouge’ (UA) (7th wk). 
| Still near capacity $10,000. Last 
| week, ditto. ss 


9 92" 
(3.370; 


Hefty $17,- 


Imperial (FP) 
“Pony Express” (Par). 


| Way” (WB), $9,000. 
Loew's (Loew) 
“Never Let Me Go” 


(M-G). Big 


| $17,000. Last week, “Young Bess” 
| (M-G) (3d wk), $8,000. 
Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— 


“Queen Is Crowned” (U) (3d wk). 
Wow $16,000. 
Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 
“Light Silvery Moon” (WB). Big 
$14,000. Last week, “Man in 
Dark” (Col) (2d wk), $8.000. 


Covers Big Town” (‘(U) 
So-so $6,000. Last week, 


“Francis 
(2d wk). 
$9,500. 


K.C. Fine Despite Heat; 
‘Pickup’ Terrif $21,000, 








Kansas City, June 23. 

Nice week at first-runs looms as 
result of strong product. Best 
money is going fo, “Pickup on 
South Street,” terrific in four Fox 
Midwest houses. ‘Beast from 20,- 
000 Fathoms” is good at Missouri, 
and may hold. 3-D well represented 
by early date on “Arena” at Mid- 
land, and holdovers on “Fort Ti” 
in Paramount and “Came From 
Outer Space” at Orpheum, now in 





Estimates for This Week 
Kimo (Dickinson) (504: 65-85)— 
| “Lili” (M-G) (6th wk). Sock $2,700. 
Holds. Last week, $2,800. 


|} —‘‘Arena”’ (M-G) and “Slight Case 
|of Larceny” (M-G). First 3-D film 
in house. Okay $15,000. Last week 
| “The Juggler” (Col) and “Prince 
| of Pirates” (Col), $8,000 at 50-75c. 
| scale, 

Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 50-75)— 
| “Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” (WB) 





| May hold. Last week, “Split Sec- 
| ond” (RKO) and “Tarzan’s Savage 
Fury” (RKO), $4,500. 

Orpheum ‘Fox Midwest) (1.913 
65-85), “Came from Outer Space’ 


. 
’ 


‘U) (3d wk). Big $6,000. Last week, | 


$9,000. 

| Paramount (Tri-States) 
75-$1)\—"‘Fort Ti’ (Col) (2d wk). 
| Nifty $10,000. Last week, $16.500. 
| Roxy ‘Durwood) (900: 50-75)— 


(WB) (2d} 


1,350: 50-85)—'| 


40-75)— | 
000. Last week, “Trouble Along | 


(2,096; 60-$1)— | 


Last week, $20,000. | 
40-75 )— | 


Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-75)— | 


| third round. Still is very hot here, | 


Midland ‘Loew’s) (3,500; 65-90) | 


(1,900; | 


Loves’ Lively $17,000 in Oke D.C; 
- Pony’-Vaude Ditto, ‘Song’ Neat 12¢ 


Washington, June 23. 

Combo of heat wave and rave 
reviews for some newcomers jc 
giving boxoffice a shot in the arm 
raising the average above recent 
weeks but below hopes. “Story of 
Three Loves” at Loew’s Palace 
shapes sturdy while “Pony Ex. 
press,” backed by strong vaude } 
is pleasant. “Desert Song” at the 
Warner, is well below the bog 
| takes of its predecessor, “Shan: 
| but still better than house averave. 
“Queen is Crowned” continues 
sock in second stanza at the nabe 
arter, MacArthur. “Lili” at Lopert’s 
Playhouse is also solid in holdover 
session. 
j Estimates for This Week 

Capitol ‘Loew’s) (3,434; 55-95 
|“Pony Express” (Par) plus vaude 
| topped By Georgia Gibbs and Joey 
Adams. Pleasant $17,000. with 
solid vaude bill helping. Last week, 
| “Girls of Pleasure Island” (Par) 
plus vaude, $14,000. 

Columbia (Loew's) (1,174; 55-! 
— “Desert Rats” (20th) Fine 
$10,000. Last week, “Pickup On 





South St.” (20th) (3d wk), $7.00 
Dupont (‘Lopert) (372; 55-$1 
“Man on Tightrope” (20th) 


wk). Still holds at $4,000 for fourth 
consecutive week. Stays. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,949; 55-85) 
“Split Second” (RKO). Slow $7,000 
despite crix nod. Last week, 
“Hitch-Hiker” (RKO), $6,500 

MacArthur (K-B) (900; 60-90 
“Queen Is Crowned” (U) (2d wk 
Still socko $11,500: after $12,000 
last week. 

Metropolitan (SW) (1.200; 55-85 
— “Silver Whip” (20th). Slim 
$4,000. Last week, “Prince of 
Pirates” (Col) and “All Ashore” 
(Col), $4,500. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 55-85) — 
“Story of Three Loves” ‘(M-G). 
Brisk $17,000. Last week, “Dream 
Wife” (M-G), $13,000. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (435; 55-$1) 
— “Lili”? (M-G) (2d wk). Trim 
$9,000 after sock $10,000. Holds 

Warner (SW) (2,174; 55-85) — 
“Desert Song” (WB). Pleasing $12.- 
000 or better. Last week, “Shane” 
(Par) (3d wk), sock $14,000. 
| Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.25)— 
i“*Salome” (Col) ‘11th wk). Oke 
$3,500 afier $4,000 last week. Still 
holding. 


‘South Sea’ OK $14,000, 
Hub; ‘Volcano’ Hot 96, 
‘Space’ Stout 156, 2d 


} Boston, June 23 

| Record-breaking heat wave over 
| weekend is’ sloughing biz this 
jframe. “Volcano” at Astor shapes 
| big. “South Sea Woman” looms 
|; okay at Paramount and Fenwavy. 


‘ ie Bl . ’ uc, ano” in secre 
Beast’ 7G, ‘Arena’ 15G) “Came From Outer Space” in sec- 


strong while “Queen Is Crowned” 
at Exeter, is holding great in third 
round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1.500; 60-$1.20)— 
“Voleano” (UA). Big $9,000. Last 
week, “Lili” (M-G) th wk-5 days’, 
$3,200. 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 50-90)— 
“Take Me To Town” (U) and “Dark 
Streets of Cairo” (Indie) ‘reissue’. 
Mild $7,000. Last week, ‘Across 
; Wide Missouri’ (M-G) and ‘‘Venge- 
ance Valley” (M-G)_ ‘reissues’. 
split with “Homesteaders” ‘AA) 
and “Sea Devils” (RKO), $7,500 
| Exeter. (Indie) (1,300: 60-$1'— 
i “Queen Is Crowned” (U) (3d wk. 
| Holding near second week's wow 
| $16,000. First week was record 
{ 





$21,000. 

| Fenway (NET) (1.373: 50-90)— 
'“South Sea Woman” ‘(WB) and 
“Cow Country” (AA). Fair $3.500. 
Last week, “Desert Rats” (20th) 


the and “Cow Country” (AA). Good |! and “Run for Hills” (Indie). $3.80. 
| $7,500, and well above average. | } 
|< Came From Outer Space” ‘U) 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 60-$1.1") 


| (2d wk). Sock $15,000 after $23.- 
| 000 first week. 
| Metropolitan (NET) (4.367; 50- 
90)\—“Scared Stiff’ (Par) and 
| “Vanquished” (Par). Opened 
strongly last Saturday (20). Last 
week, ‘“Sangaree” (Par) and “Eliz ‘- 
| beth Is Queen” (WB), good $22,000. 
| Orpheum ‘Loew’s) (3,000: 65- 
| $1.05)—“Arena” (M-G) and “Slight 


“For Ti” (Col) (m.o.). Okay $9,000. | Back to subsequent-run policy. Last | Case of Larceny” (M-G). Opened 


Last week, “Man in Dark” (Col) 
(m.o.), $6,500. 


Keith’s (Shor) (1.500: 


Last week, “Lone Hand” 
$6,000. 
Keith’s (Shor) (1.500; 55-85)— 


“Desert Rats” (20th). Good $9,000. 
Last week, “Lone Hand” 
$6,000. 

Palace ‘RKO) 
“Girl Who Had Everything” (M-G) 
and “Fast Company” +M-G). Pleas- 
ing $10.000. Last week, “Split Sec- 
ond” (RKO), $6,500. 


55-85)— | 
“Desert Rats” (20th). Good $9,000. | 
(U), | da (Fox Midwest) ‘2,100; 2,043: 700;/ —“‘South Sea Woman” (WB) and 


(2,600: 55-85)—| 


week, “Law and Order” (U) and 
|““Gentlemen’s Agreement” (20th) 
| (reissue), fair $3,500. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Grana- 
| 1,217; 50-75\—“Pickup on South 
| St.” (20th) and “Kansas Pacific” 
\4AA). Biggest grosser in months. 


| “Desert Rats” (20th) and “Roar of 
Crowd” (AA), $14,000. 

Vogue (Golden) (550; 65-85)— 
|“Queen Is Crowned” ‘(U) (2d wk). 
| Great $3,000, holds again. Last 


| week, $3,200. 


Saturday (20), Last week, “Dream 

| Wife” (M-G) and “Cry of Hunted 

| (M-G), okay $13.500. : 
Paramount (NET) (1,700; 50-9") 


| “Cow Country” (AA). Fast $10 - 
| 500. Last week, “Desert Ra’ 
' (20th) and “Run for Hills” (Incie’, 


(U), smash $21,000. Will hold. Last week, | $10,000. 


| ~ State (Loew’s) (3.500; 65-$1.05'— 
| “Arena” (M-G) and “Slight Case 
| of Larceny” (M-G). Started S-'- 
}urday (20). Last week, “Dream 
| Wife” (M-G) and “Cry of Hunted 
'(M-G), oke $7,500. 
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Next Door’-Stageshow NG $24,004, 
Chi; Express’ Fast $19,000, ‘Space 
Wow 266, ‘Queen’ Sock 136, Both 2d 


Chicago, June 23. 
Rising mercury is beginning to 
chase pedestrians to the cool thea- 
tre, and biz shapes okay. Only two 
new bills opened over the humid 
weekend, but two others come in 
this week. Most of fare is in its 
second round. Stageshow is not 
helping “Girl Next Door” much at 
the Chicago, with a light $24,000 
likely “Pony Express” and 
“Tropie Zone,” also new looms 

bright $19,000 at the Roosevelt. 
“It Came From Outer Space, 
heading all-3-D bill at the United 
Artists, continues smash in second 
veek. “Queen Is Crowned” looks 
ty repeat its terrific first week to- 





tol at the Telenews.  Ziegfeld’s | 
“Lili” still is bright $4,000 in sec- | 

i stanza while “Story of Three 
Loves” continues strong at the 
\jonroe. Grand looms brisk $10,000 
for “Desert Rats” and “Cry of 
Hunter,” also in second. 


“Moon Is Blue” bowed in Mon- 
day (22) at the Woods. “Shane” is 
iush $27,000 in fourth week at the 
State-Lake. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
— ‘Girl Next Door” (20th) with 
stageshow. Slight $24,000. Last 
week, “Light Silvery Moon” (WB) 
(2d wk), $20,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Desert Rats” (20th) and “Cry of 
Hunted” (M-.3) (2d wk). Trim 


$10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 55-98)— 
“Story of Three Loves” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Strong $12,000. Last week, 
$3,000 in 4 days. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98)— 
“Scandal at Scourie” (M-G) (2d wk- 
5 days). Medium $10,000. Last 
week, $18,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Pony Express’ (Par) and “Tropic 
Zone” (Par). Brisk $19,000, Last 
week, “City That Never Sleeps” 
(Rep) and “Tomahawk Gap” (Co!) 
(2d wk), $18,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- 
$1.25)—"Shane” (Par) (4th wk). 
Hefty $27,000. Last week, $28,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 
“Times Gone By” (IFE) (3d wk). 
Strong $4,000. Last week, $5,000. 

Telenews (Telemanagement) 
(600; 55-98)—“Queen Is Crowned” 
(U) (2d wk). Terrific $13,600. Last 
week, same. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700 55- 
98\—"Came From Outer Space” 
(2d wk). Torrid $26,000. Last 
— $34,000, way over expec- 
ancy, 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073: 98)— 
“Moon Is Blue” (UA), Opened yes- 
terday (Mon.) “Powder River” 
(20th) (2d wk), mild $6,000 in two 
gays. 

World (Indie) (587; 98)—“Fear 


and Desire’ Indie) and ‘Male 
srute’ (Indie) (2d wk). Good 
$3,500. Last week, same. 

Ziegfeld (Lopert) (485; 98)— 
“Lili” (M-G) (2d wk). Fine $4,000. 


Last week, $5,000. 


Det Scorching Albeit 
‘Beast’ Mighty $24,000; 
‘Song’ 156, ‘Girl’ NG 5G 


Detroit, June 23. 

Scorching weather is_ wilting 
most grosses this week. However, 
“Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” is 
hitting a smash total at the Palms. 
“Desert Song” is slow at the Michi- 
Ban. “Scandal at Scourie” looks 
slow at the United Artists. “Girl 
Had Everything” is showing noth- 
ing at the Adams. “Pickup on 
South Street” is fair in second 
Week at the Fox. “This Is Cine- 
ry still is smash at the Music 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (FoxDetroit) (5,000; 70-$1)— 
Mickup on South St.” (20th) and 
; |! Ashore” (Col) (2d wk). Fair 
-".00. Last week, $34,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 








‘ 
‘ 
$ t}t) 


‘90 '—"Desert Song” (WB). Weak 
$15.00. Last week, “Light Silvery 
oon” (WB) and “Elizabeth Js 
Queen” (WB), $14,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; 70-95)— 


‘Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” (WB) 
$24.0 Marksman” (Lip). Smash 
2<4.000. Last week, “Pony Ex- 


$15 yop (Par) and “Jalopy” (AA), 
_ Madison (UD) (1,900; 70-95)— 
rort 


Rigg \pache” (RKO) and “Blood 
u iOon 


3 oon (RKO) (reissues). Poor 


+ 





Last week, “Juggler” (Col) 
Flame of Calcutta” (Coi), 


Ny) 
__Telenews (Indie) (465; $1-$1.50 
ueen Is Crowned” (U) (3d 
\Continued on page 26) 


and 
$7 


‘ Tightrope” 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20° tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 


estimated figures are net in- 
come. 
The parenthetic admission 


prices, however, as indicated, 
include, the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Beast’ Sockeroo 
— $16,500 in Cleve 


Cleveland, June 23. 

Arena,” the State's first 3-D 
pic, is corraling nice session this 
week but Allen’s “Beast From 
20,000 Fathoms” is the big win- 
ner with a great total. Palace's 
“Desert Rats’ shapes slow. 

Estimates for This Week 








Allen (S-W) (3,000; 55-85)— 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB). Great $16,500. -Last week, 


“Girl Next Door” (20th), $9,000. 


Hipp (Telemanagement) (3,700: 
55-85) — “Snows Kilimanjaro” 
(20th).. Fine $8,000 on return at 
popscale. Lasi week, “Came From 
Outer Space” (U) (2d wk), big 
$18,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (585; 
55-85)—"‘Secret Flight” Indie) and 
“Secret People’ (Indie). Okay 
$2,100 for British import. Last 
week, “Original Sin” (Indie), 
$2,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-85)— 
“Trader Horn" (M-G) and ‘“Se- 
quoia” (M-G) (reissues) (2d wk). 


Nice $4,500 following $6,000 last 


week. 
Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-85)— 


“Desert Rats” (20th). Slow $9,500. 


Last week, “Angel Face” (RKO) 
and “One Big Affair’ (RKO), 
$8,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 70-$1)— 


“Arena” (M-G). Fine $12,000. Last 
week, “Scared Stiff’ (Par), $18,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-85) 
—‘Scared Stiff” (Par) (m.o.). Bright 
$9,000. Last week, Pony Express” 
(Par), $7,000. 


——— 


‘SONG’ SMOOTH $9,000, 
MPLS: ‘SPACE’ 6G, MO. 


Minneapolis, June 23. 
More hot weather, but biz is 
holding fairly well. Fresh entries 
include the highly praised ‘The 
Juggler” and “Desert Song.” It’s 


the third week for the highstepping 
“It Came From Outer Space” and 
“Scared Stiff” and second for an- 
other pair of boff boxoffice per- 


| formers, “Queen Is Crowned” and 


“Pickup on South Street.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 65-85) — 
“Queen Is Crowned” (U) and 
Happens Every Thursday” (U) 
(m.o.). Strong $5,000. Last week, 
“Girl Who Had Everything” (M-G) 

(2d wk), $3,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,025; 65-85)— 
“Pickup on South St.” (20th) (2d 
wk). Last week, $6,700. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 65-85) — 
“Scared Stiff (Par) (3d wk). Still 
oke at $4,500. Last week, $6,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 65-85)— 
“Desert Song’ (WB). Well-liked 
but just good $9,000. Last week, 
“Happens Every Thursday” (U) and 


“Queen Is Crowned” (U), latter 
credited for $10,000. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) = (2,800; 


65-85) —“‘Juggler”’ (Col). Many nice 
words but no rush of patrons. Fair 
$6,000. Last week, “Came From 
Outer Space” (U) (2d wk), $7,500 
at 75-$1 scale. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 75-$1)— 
“Came From Outer Space” (U) 
(m.o.). After a highly prosperous 
Orpheum fortnight it’s still in the 
money at big $6,000. Last week, 
“Fort Ti’ (Col) (3d wk), $6,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 65-85)—‘‘Van- 
quished” (Par). Moderate $5,000. 
Last week, “Pony Express” (20th), 
$5,500. 


World (Mann) (400; 55-$1.20) —| 


“Story of Three Loves” 
Nice $4,000. Last week. “Man on 
(20th) (2d wk’, $1,700. 


(M-G). | 





| 
| 


| 


‘Moon’ Mellow $11,000, 
Port.; ‘Beast’ Fat 8',G 


Portland, Ore., June 23. 


Bway Strong Despite Record Heat; 


| 


While biz is still perking at some | 


first-runs this week, much of new 
fare and holdovers are dragging. 
“By Light of Silvery Moon” and 


“Queen Is Crowned” looks sock | 
at Broadway. But, “Scandal at} 
Scourie” is getting no place 


United Artists. “Beast From 20,- 
000 Fathoms” is fine at Liberty. 
Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65- 
90)\—"‘Light Silvery Moon” (WB 
and “Queen Is Crowned” l 
Sock $11,000 Last week, “Small 
Town Girl” (M-G) and “Bride to 
Yellow Sky” (RKO), $7,400 

Guild (Parker) (400; $1 “Lili 
(M-G) (5th wk) Still big at $2,- 
000. Last week, $2,900 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,875; 65-90 
—‘Beast From $20,000 Fathoms” 
1 (WB Fine $8,500 Last week 
“Desert Song’ (WB) and “Port 
Sinister” (RKO), $8,400 

Mayfair (Evergreen) (1,500; 65- 


| 
| 


| 





| 


i 


|“Farmer Takes Wife” (20th 


90)—"Jack McCall Desperado” 
(Col) and “Prince of Pirates” 
(Col). Oke $4,000 Last week 
“Pickup South St.” (20th) and 
“49th Man” (Col) (m.o.), $3,400 
Oriental (Evergreen! (2.000; 65- 
90) — “Scared Stiff’ (Par and 
“Vanquished” (Par) (2d wk Fine 


$3,000. Last week, $5,700 
Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65 


1 90) “Scared Stiff” (Par) and "The 

Vanquished” (Par) (2d wk! Tall 

$7,000. Last week, $11,600 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 


65-90)—“‘Ambush Tomahawk Gap" 


(Col) and “Serpent of Nile” (Col) 
Good $7,000 Last week, “Girl 
Next Door” (20th) and “Monsoon” 


(UA), $5,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
90)\—"Scandal at Scourie’ (M-G) 
Lean $4,000 or near. Last week, 
“Split Second” (RKO), $3,300 


Song’ Oke $11,000. 
In Sluggish Balto: 


Baltimore, June 23. | 

Torrid temperatures are clip-| 
ping film grosses here this week, | 
with most of entries taking it One 
the chin. Two new entries, ‘Desert 
Song” at the Stanley and “Dream | 
Wife” at the Century look disap- | 
pointing. “Shane” is still showing 
power in fourth round at Keith's 
but another holdover, “Pickup On 
South Street,” at the Town is lag- 
ging. “The Farmer Takes A Wife” | 
shapes lean at the New. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
70)\—"“Dream Wife” (M-G). Fair 
$8,500. Last week, “‘Girl Who Had 
Everything” (M-G), $7,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; | 
35-80) — “Split Second” (RKO). | 
Modest $9,500. Last week, “Anna” 
(IFE), $9,700. 

Keith’s (‘Schanberger) (2.400; 50- | 
$1.25)—"‘Shane” (Par) (4th wk). | 
Strong $14,000 after $17,800 for 
third. 

Little (Rappaport) (310; 25-90)—)} 
“Kind Hearts And Coronets” (U) 
(reissue). Moderate $3,200. Last 
week, “Curtain Up” (U), $3,500. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70;— 
“Vanquished” (UA). Opening to-! 
morrow (Wed.) after “Gunsmoke” 
(U) registered only $4,000 last 
week. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 35-70)— 
Lean 
$7,800. Last week, “Powder River” | 
(20th), $8.000. 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (420: 50- 
$1)\—“‘Queen Is Crowned” (U) (2d 
wk). Still hot at $5,600 after $6,000 
opener. | 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-80)—) 
“Desert Song” (WB). Okay $11.000. | 
Last week, “Sacred Stiff’ (Par) 
(2d wk), $12,200. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,800; 35-80) 
—“‘Pickup “On South St.” (20th) 
(2d wk). Melting to $8,000 after 
solid $14,300 opener. 


‘Sangaree’ Strong 156, 
Denver; ‘Beast’ Ditto 


Denver, June 23. 

“Sangaree” is piling up a big 
gross this session, aided by a fine 
weekend, and stays over at Denham 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” 
shapes good enough at Orpheum, 
and holds. “Queen Is Crowned” stil] 
is strong at the Vogue, and holds 








a third round. ‘“‘Column South” is 
fairly good at Paramount and 
North Drive-In. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50-85) — | 
“Man on Tightrope” (20th). Fair 


$6,000. Last week, “Came from 
Outer Space” (U), $9,000. 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200” 50- 
85)—“Lili’” (M-G) (2d wk’. Good 
$7,000. Last week, $8,500. 
Denham (1,750; 50-85'\—‘Sanga- 
ree” (Par’. Fine $15,000. Holding. 
(Continued on page 26) 


at | 


| —*Melba”’ 


lreach fancy $15,000 


| —'‘‘Count 


“Take Me To Town” (U) and 8 acts\ 


‘Space Smash 446, ‘Wet’ Big $138,000, 
Dr. T. Good 166, Pickup Fat 806 


With six new bills, Broadway 
first-runs are holding up remark- 
ably strong this session, in the face 
of the hottest weather of the year 
Backbone of the heatwave was 
broken by a heavy downpour Mon 
day (20), with coole 
vesterday (Tues 
deluxers 

With all going on sum 
mer vacation yvesterday, film thea 
tres are anticipating a sharp upbeat 
at matinees later this stanza. Be 
cause Saturday and Sunday saw 
the mercury officially hovering 
around 93 degrees for highest of 
1953, this gave New Yorkers only 
their second ideal outdoor weekend 
this year. 

Topping the field of newcomers 
is “It Came From Outer Space,” 
with a smash $44,000 at the State 
Another 3-D type film, ‘5.000 
Fingers of Dr. T,” is somewhat of 
a disappointment, albeit fairly good 
at $16,000.in the Criterion 

Riggest of 


temperatures 
aiding biz at the 


schools 


money course, is 


of vaudeville. Present frame end. 


ing tomorrow (Thurs.) is heading 
for mild $15,000. Last week, “Shele- 
tering Palms” (20th) and vaude, 
$14,000 

Paramount Par) 3,664 80- 
$1.80 “Beast from 20,000 Fathe 
oms” (WB) with Don Cornell, 
Frank Fontaine, Five De Marco 
Sisters, Bobby Byrne orch heading 
tageshow Opens today Wed , 
Last week, “South Sea Woman” 
WB) with Vie Damone, Richard 
Hayman orch, Joey Bishop top- 
ping stage bill (83d wk), okay $47. 


OOO after good $57,000 for second 
week 


Paris (Indie) (568: 90-$1.80)— 
“Seven Deadly Sins” (Indie) (7th 
wk). Sixth stanza ended Sunday 


} (21) continued in great shape with 


going to “Dangerous When Wet" | 


| plus stageshow with a big $138,000 


in prospect for first week, at the 
Music Hall. The Roxy is climbing 
to a resounding $80,000 with “Pick- 
up on South Street" and iceshow 
onstage for initial week. Fifth new 
pic, “O. K. Nero,” is headed for 
fancy $15,000 or near at the Globe. 


“Hundred Hour Hunt,” sixth 
newcomer, is soaring to a socko 
$9,200 in first week at the Nor- 


mandie, aided by fine reviews 
Sensational news of the hold- 
overs is “A Queen Is Crowned,” 
which hit a_ terrifie $28,000 in 
second round at the Guild or better 
than opening week, which estab- 
lished a new record there. It is 
still holding in great style in third 


“Sangaree” continues nice with 
$15,000 in third stanza at the 
Victoria. “Man on Tightrope” 


looks to hold near $12,000 in third 
frame at the Mayfair. 

Paramount, which opens ‘Beast 
From 20,000 Fathoms” today 
(Wed.), wound up at okay $47,000 
in third session with “South Sea 
Woman" and Vic Damon topping 
stageshow. Capitol, which preems 
“Melba” with a benefit show 
tonight (Wed.), is off to okay $13.- 
000 in second week with 
Let Me Go.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Baronet (Reade) (430; 90-$1.50) 
“Tonight at 8:30" (Indie) 

wk). Fourth stanza ended 

(21) held at nice $4,200 after $4,- 

700 for third week. Stays on 
Booth (Shubert) (723; $1.20-$2.40) 


— ‘Julius Caesar” (M-G) (3d wk) 
Current session ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) holding at $16,800, neat 


capacity, after $17,000 for second 
week. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.80) 
(UA). Opens tonight 
(Wed.) with benefit preem. In 
ahead, “Never Let Me Go” (M-G) 
(2d wk), off to okay $13,000 afte 
$23,000 opening week 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 85-$2.20) 
—'‘5,.000 Fingers of Dr. T” (Col) 
Initial week ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) not likely to top $16,000, 
if that, barely good for opening 
week. In ahead, “Fort Ti" (Col) 
(3d wk), $19,000 to wind up a 
smash run. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—‘‘Fanfan the Tulipe” (Indie) (8th 
wk). Seventh stanza ended Sunday 
(21) continued great with $6,800 
after $7,500 for sixth week 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.80)—"A 
Queen Is Crowned” (U) (3d wk! 
Second round ended Saturday (20) 
held in terrific style with $28,000 
to top the record first week of 
$27,000. Long lines continue 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 60-$1.50) 
—‘O.K. Nero” (IFE). first session 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) looks to 
Holds. In 
ahead, “Farmer Takes Wife” 
(20th), slim $8,500 

Holiday (Per-Rose) (950; 60-$1.20) 
the Hours” (RKO). 
Opened yesterday (Tues.) after 
previews Monday. In ahead, “Hitch 
Hiker” (RKO) (8th wk-6 days), $4.,- 
000, with boost from previews 
after $4,200 for seventh full week 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70-$1.80 
—‘Man on Tightrope” (20th) (3d 
wk). Third round ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is heading for fine $12,000 
after $16,000 for second week 
Holds. 

Normandie (Normandie Theatres 
(592: 95-$1.80) — “Hundred 
Hunt” (Indie) (2d wk). Initial 
frame ended Monday (22) hit sock 
$9,200, with fine reviews helping 
In ahead, “Strange Deception” 
(Casino) (3d wk), $4,000. “Hunt” 
looks set for longrun here. 

Palace (RKO) (1.700; 50-$1.50'— 





“Never | 


(5th) 
Sunday 


$10,500 after $11.200 for fifth 
week 

Rivoli (UAT) (2.092: 95-$1.80)— 
“Salome” (Col) (14th wk) The 
13th session ended last night 
(Tues.) was down to $6500 after 
Okay $7,500 for 12th week. Now 
scheduled to stay until near July 
1, with present plans calling fos 
no usual summer closing as ig 


custom at house 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke« 
fellers) (5,945: 99-$2.40) “Dane 
zerous When Wet" (M-G) and 


stageshow. First session ending tos 
day (Wed.) looks to hit big $138, 
000. Holds. Previous week, “Youn 
Bess” (M-G) with stageshow (4t 
wk), oke $112,000, to uid 
nice run 

Roxy (20th) (5.886: 50-$2.20)-~ 
“Pickup on South St.” (20th) with 
iceshow onstage (2d wk) First 
round ended last night (Tues.) hit 
a resounding $80,000 or close. Ig 
ahead, “Titanic” (20th) plus ice 
show (3d wk), $52,000 

State (Loew's) (3.450 
“Came From Outer Space" (U 
(2d wk). First session ended las 
night (Tues.) soared to smash $44,« 


round 


85-$1.80)— 


000. Pic got biggest opening day 
for any Universal film to play 
house Novel marquee and. dis» 
play attracting attention. In ahead 
“Thunder Bay” (U) (4th wk), $15, 
000 

Sutton (R&B) 61: 90-$1.50)— 
“Paris Expre: (Indie) (3d wk), 
Current round winding up tomors- 
row (Thurs.) looks like big $7.500 
after $8,200) for second week. 
“Moon | Blue’ UA) is due in 
July 9 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50)-—‘Bellissima”’ ([FE) (Oth 
| Wk Sixth stanza ending next Frte 
day (26) looks like okay $3,200 
after $4.500 for fifth week 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-I.) (540; 
90-$1.50)—"Lili’ (M-G) (6th wk). 


| 
| 


|a sharp summer recovery 


| Fathoms” 


Hour « 


The 15th frame ended Monday (22) 
held at $7,400 same as 14th weck. 
Continues, 


Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.80)-—"Sangaree” (Par) (3d wk). 
Heading for nice $15.000 or near 
in current stanza ending today 
(Wed.). Second week was $22.000. 

Warner (Cinerama Productions) 
(1,600; $1.20-$3.60 “Cinerama”™ 
(Indie) (3d wk). Present session 
(38th week On Broadway) ending 


tomorrow (Thurs.) continues near- 
capacity with $50,000 after $50,500 
for second week here 


Heat Wave Bops Pitt; 
“ Arena’ Sturdy $13,500, 
‘Beast’ Oke at $14,500 


Pittsburgh, June 23 

Blistering heat, with tempera- 
tures close to 100, hurt everything 
over weekend when it looked as if 
Golden Triangle was about to make 
Even as 
things stand now, there should be 
some very satisfactory grosses 
around. “Beast From 20,006 
at Stanley is okay and 
“Arena,” Penn’s first 3-D'er, is 
good. “Pickup on South Street” 
doing better than expected at Ful- 


ton and “Queen Is Crowned” is 
showing plenty of strength in 
Squirrel Hill holdover 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton ‘Shea) (1,700: 50-85)— 
“Pickup on South St 20th). Fine 
$6,500 despite heat Last week, 
“Came From Outer Space” (U) (2d 


wk), $6.609 
Harris (Harris 
“Take Me To Town” ({ 
umn South” (U). Twinner getting 
only 5 days house has a 
locked booking on world preem of 
“Glory Brigade” (20th) to open to- 
morrow (Wed.). Fair $4,000. Last 
week, “Titanic’’ (20th). $7,200 
Penn ‘Loew's 3,300; 65-$1 
‘Arena’ (M-G). Metro's first 3-D'er 


(Continued on page 26) 
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NOW...as always 
Well 

NOW... More than < ~ ; eT 
ever before-you can RSI TET aaa pas. re eae | 


with ROBERT STERLING RAY COLLINS 


C Ow war and introducing PALMER LEE (gail 
ON U-l! eakggee 
2 


...to deliver the 








pictures you need 


when you need them! Pres ewe soc 
von. YOU REDE _« 
1 mand 4 
Here are 10 big a fis | Te A) > 


pictures for those big 





summer months...All ~« 
in U-I’s profit- proven 


tradition. 


Und you can 


count on U-I to be 





apace with every new 
development that is 

profitable to the Wa ‘f Y Pes 
exhibitor. Whether A: 1 ARIHU® BARK Gresetsetion Prnsonmina SIAGEALING SHIDIO. Poebeiiee 
Wide-Screen...3-D 
...or Stereophonic 


Sound, U-I will 


continue to meet 





ee, .§ eee *. we 


the needs of every 


theatre large or 





small everywhere! 
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RICHARD CARLSON - BARBARA RUSH 


with CHARLES ORAKE > RUSSELL JOHNSON 
KATHLEEN HUGHES - JOE SAWYER 











Ap Vestas RY: a 


ref Bh G highlight of this Important Summer Season--——} 
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| 


THE MIGHTY STORY OF THE MAN WHO FOUGHT 
FOR THE BIGGEST BONANZA OF THEM ALL! 


- 


Neither a hurricane’s fury, 
a mob’s blind hate nor a 
woman's mocking lips 
could stop him from 
gambling his soul 

for a billion dollar 

eam of Glory! 


& 


Universal Sutewrratygpual JHELETA 


| IE S STEWAR T 


. . oe 4% wy er 
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COLOR BY. 


a | 


with MARCIA HENDERSON « JAY C. FLIPPEN - ANTONIO MORENO - ROBERT MONET 


Directed by ANTHONY MANN - Screenplay by GIL DOUD and JOHN MICHAEL HAYES « Produced by AARON ROSENBERG 
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US. Market on Foreign Films Sags 
Due to Bad Quality; 3-D’s Needed 


By NOEL MEADOW + 


An Iron Curtain seems to have | 
descended around European film 
capitals, which appear isolated 
from the recent revolutionary de- 
velopments that have struck the | 
American film industry. 

At least, the producers of for- 
eign-language films have appar- 
ently never heard of 3-D, wide- 
screen and the competition offered 
by TV. As of right now, they are 
reluctant to give any serious heed 
to the fact that American dis- 
tributors are meeting increasingly | 
serious resistance to two-dimen- 
sional films largely in black-and- 
white, with dialog spoken in a| 
foreign tongue. 

The attitudes of. most foreign 
film-men are plainly keyed to the 
1947 situation—big demand, little 
product. But 1953 sees quality off 
sharply, and demand in a condi- 
tion of which the less said the 
better, although we'll say it any- 
way. 

In 1947, a U.S. distributor found 
it hard to miss with even a so-so 
product. As surefire outlets he 
had from 300 to 400 foreign film 
outlets in this country, many with 
loyal followings. 

Incredibly, this mumber has 
dwindled to perhaps a scant 45— 
and even this group seesaws be- 
tween foreign films, “exploitation” 
features, Hollywood reissues of 
“classics” and outright sex at- 
tractions. This means foreign film 
exhibition has hit an alltime low, 
economically. 

The reasons for this debacle 
are many and varied, and every 
man can be his own diagnostician. 
But whatever the causes, the re- 
sults of the slump are sad, things 
to behold. 

In the past six months, no less 
than 14 foreign film distributors 
in this country have folded up, dug 
down into the bottom of their 
trunks for the two dusty walnut 
shells and have returned to their 
former trades. 

There is at present no scarcity 
of product, but if that generaliza- 
tion were to be modified to “good 


product,” that would be something 
else again. 
A survey indicates that there 


are at least 50 foreign films, never 
shown in this country, gathering 
a fine veneer of age in New York 
vaults. They are of French, Ger- 
man, Italian, Austrian and Scan- 
dinavian origin, and there is even 
one from Japan. 
Not Even For Free 

Because of their generally poor 
quality as screenplays, distribu- 
tors say—and they literally mean 
it—that they wouldn’t have ‘em 
for free. The costs of preparation 
wouldn’t warrant it. 

For a time, it seemed that the 
answer to survival was to be found 
in British films, which had no 
foreign-language problems, sub- 
titles or translations—and once in 
& while could be had complete 
with TV rights. But the cream of 
that crop was quickly skimmed, 
and the residue seems to consist 
of films that make even the TV 
buyers wince. 

Foreign-language films have 
proved to have virtually no TV 
value at all, except to a very lim- 
ited foreign audience. The English 
titles come out too small to be 
legible, for one thing, and the av- 


(Continued on page 20) 


HERB WILCOX PREPS NEW 
MUSICAL PIX PROGRAM. 


London, June 23. | 
Before planing to New York yes- | 
terday (Mon.), Herbert Wilcox an- 
nounced a new colored musical film 
Program, having acquired Ivor No- | 
Vvello’s successes, “Perchance to. 
Dream” and “King’s Rhapsody,” | 
also Tom Arnold's “The Glorious 
Days, currently at the Palace. 
Each film, starring Anna Neagle, | 
Will be directed by Robert Nesbitt, | 


with “Rhapsody” skedded as first | 
Production. 
y Wilcox has since arrived in New | 

ork for huddles with Republic | 
Prexy Herh Yates. 


Keith Prowse Expands 


- London, June 16. | 
Keith Prowse & Co. acquired | 
Control in Sir Henry Lunn, Ltd., a | 
a travel organization which 
+... Deen established for more | 
Man 60 years, 











| American 


| big papers here, wuich lost an esti- 


| venska-Franklin 
addition footéd bill for a 26-piece | 


| Osaka, 


Erna Sachs Refused 
U.S. Entry Permit 


Honolulu, June 16. 
U. S. immigration officials re- 





| 


U.S. Ballet Winds Jap 
22-Date Tour With 73G | 


Tokyo, June 16. 

The Slavenska-Franklin Ballet | 
Japan last week (12) after a! 
month’s visit, in which the troupe 
played 22 performances for a 





| gross b.o. of $73,300, at $4.20 top. | 
| Terpers 
| Manila 

| off for Honolulu and New York. 


had a v 
(June 13) 


-ek’s stand in|} 


yefore shoving | 


The 14-dancer company, first 
dancers seen by the 
Japanese, got a terrific reception 
from the normally stolid natives. 
Their trip was sponsored by Mai- 
nichi Newspaper, one of the three 


mated $50,000 on the deal. Small- 
seater houses were partly to 
blame. Sheet paid a sum in excess 
of $100,000 for the package, ac- 
cording to Charles E. Green, Sla- 
manager, and in 


rented theatres in Tokyo, 
Kyoto and Nagoya, built 
sets to New York blueprints, hired 
extra stagehands and a half-dozen 
Japanese dancers, and wined and 
dined the cast extensively. 


orch, 





Show Booms Biz 
For Par in Japan 


Tokyo, June 16. 


Metro topped the 10 major U. S. 
distributors in April boxoffice biz 
with a solid $300,000 from its films 
shown in Japan. However, esti- 
mates for the month of May indi- 
cate that Paramount will zoom into 
top place, mainly from takings on 
“Greatest Show on Earth,” which 
did smash roadshow trade in two 
theatres and is steadily breaking 
house records in day-daters. Par’s 
May earnings will break the 
monthly high record for: 1953 held 
by Metro which earned $370,000 
in January. 

Other April earnings were: Par, 
$273,000; Universal, $237,000; 20th- 
Fox, $168,000; RKO, $146,000; WB, 
$138,000; United Artists, $87,000; 
Columbia, $76,000; Republic, $27,- 
000; and Allied Artists, $12,500. 

Current big grosser in Tokyo is 
“Cinderella” (RKO), which fol- 
lowed a sock three-week roadshow 
run with a first-week-take of $46,- 
200 from showings in eight houses 
of the Nikkatsu chain. First week 
in June found “Moulin Rouge” 
(UA), with $11,100 in its second 
round next strongest. 

“House of Wax” (WB), second 
full length 3-D film to appear here 
after “Bwana Devil” (UA) opened 
at the Togeki Theatre with a ter- 
rific first-day attendance of 7,000 
at this 1,800-seater. Pic is set for 
a four-week run and may go a fifth 
at current pace. 





Ist British Widescreen 
To Star Cornel Wilde 


London, June 16. 
The first British widescreen pro- 
duction starts rolling on location 
in Italy at the end of June, with an 
American director and two Holly- 
wood stars. The film will be “Star 
of India.” It will be in Techni- 


fused to grant German singer Erna 
Sachs a permit to enter the U. S. 
when she stopped over at this port 
of entry on a flight from Canada | 
to Australia. She was refused en- 
try on “confidential grounds,” a 
spokesman said. 

Singer, now a Brazilian national, 


Two Capitalist Films Enable Soviet 
Germany Distrib to Get Out of Red 





Mendoza No Like U. S. 
Tax Nick—Who Does? 





reportedly was given the option 
of waiting here for a special hear- | 
ing or returning to Canada. She | 
chose the latter course. 


British Indies Afraid 
3-D Films May Force | 
Them Out of Business’ 


London, June 16. 

Many independent theatre own- | 
ers in Britain fear they may be | 
driven out of business by the ad- 
vent of 3-D, widescreen and all the 
other recent technical develop- 
ments. They claim not to have the | 
necessary ready cash to carry out 
the conversions. | 
| 


The major theatre circuits and 
the larger indie groups with ade- | 
quate capital reserves are able to | 
meet any reasonable new con- | 
tingency but the small operator, 
faced with diminishing returns 
and dwindling attendance along 
side increased overheads, is get- 
ting ready to throw in the sponge. 
Except for the few in solo posi 
tions and others playing foreign 
language pix, the privately owned 
theatre, still using conventional 
sized screen and equipment, will 
not be able to withstand new com- 
petition from the majors. 


The comparison between the 
present crisis and the advent of 
sound in the late 1920's is not con- 
sidered reasonable here. At that 
time there had been a long period 
of prosperity and competition was 
not as fierce as today. Costs were 
considerably lower, the admission 
tax took only a modest toll and 
the profit margin was on a more 
liberal scale. Today, the small 
exhib is happy if there are a few 
dollars left over after he has paid 
for his film and the wages of his 
workers, 

Industry observers believe that 
the next year or two may witness 
a mass shuttering of small film 
theatres. The three major circuits 
are not allowed to expand unless 
they get government sanction and 
the more modest groups would 
prefer to consolidate their re- 
sources rather than extend their 
activities during this transitional 
era, 


MRS, F.D.R., MRS. REID 
ON SELZNICK JURY 


Edinburgh, June 23. 


Mrs. Ogden Reid, chairman of 
New York Herald Tribune, and 











Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt have 
joined the 1953 Golden Laurel | 
Award jury, which would name out- 
standing European pix here Aug. 
30 during Edinburgh International | 
Film Festival. 

Award is made by David O. Selz 
nick to European film makers for | 
achievement in using pix to pro- | 
mote mutual understanding and 
goodwill in the democratic world. | 


AB-Pathe Sales Chief | 
On World Distrib Trek 


London, June 23. 


| 





color, with Cornel Wilde and Jean | 
Wallace as stars. 
Produced by Raymond Stross, | 
the pic will be distributed in the | 
Eastern Hemisphere by Eros and | 
in the Western Hemisphere by | 
United Artists. Arthur Lubin is to 
direct, from a script by Seton I. | 
Millar. : 





Margaret O’Brien to Do 


2d Nip Film This Fall 


Tokyo, June 16. 
Daiei Studios has announced 
that Margaret O’Brien is expected 
back here this fall to star in her 
second Daiei film. She made 
“Girls Hand in Hand” 
was in Tokyo last year. 


Projected film will be a costume | 


play featuring a love match be- 
tween a Japanese knight and an 
American girl toward the close of 
the 19th Century after the arrival 
of Commodore Perry. This year 
marks the centenary of Perry’s 


} arrival. 


| sales 





when she | 


R. Anthony Morris, overseas | 
manager for Associated | 
British-Pathe, left last week (17) 
by plane on the first stage of a | 
round-the-world exploratory visit | 
to strengthen distribution of Brit- | 
ish pix. First main stopover will 
be at Bombay, following which 
he will spend a few days in Singa- 
pore and Hong Kong before ex- | 
| tended stays in Australia and New 
| Zealand. | 
These Commonwealth countries | 
|}are regarded as strong markets | 
| for British product. On the return 
| journey Morris will spend three 
| to four days in Toronto and visit 
New York before coming back 
home. This is the first time AB- 
Pathe has sponsored a world tour | 
of such a comprehensive nature. | 
| Previous activity mainly has been | 
| confined to European territories. 


| 





Other Foreign News 
on Page 20 





Mexico City, June 16. 


Victor Manuel Mendoza, a top 


Mexican 


Paris soon for a film chore, ex- 


| plained his nixing of a seven-year 
i contract 
| offered him to play in Hollywood 


he says Jack Cummings 
“They take half your pay there,” 
contended “In Hollywood 
is copped by the tax collec- 


he 
30°% 


tors, 10% by an agent and another 


10° for publicity.” 

He is playing here with Michele 
Morgan and Gerard Phillipe in a 
Mexican - French coproduction, 
“The Proud Ones,” which Mauric.o 
de la Serna is making. 
accompanies Miss Morgan 
Phillipe to Paris to complete the 
pic. 


[ rench Laud Ist 
CinemaScope Pix 


Paris, June 23. 
20th-Fox had the first Conti- 
nental showing of* CinemaScope 
here last week, the 3,000-seat Rex 
being crammed with top exhibitors, 
distributors and film personnages. 


Majority opinion was for this new | 


setup. 
ceived 


Although 3-D has so far re- 
lukewarn reception here, 
with “Bwana Devil” (UA) and 
“Man In Dark" (Col) way below 
hopes, this widescreen, stereophon- 
ic process coupled with its French 


origin received the nod here in in- | 


dustry circles. 
Albert Cornfield, 20th-Fox Con- 
tinental manager here, presented 


a history and explanation of the | 


process before the first pix, show- 
ing Paris street scenes, were pro- 
jected. Some London scenes and 


shots of the recent Coronation fol- | 


lowed. The other clips used in the 
U.S. screening were also exhibited 
The press felt that this was an 


event in film programs Some 
commentcd on the lack of pro 
nounced third dimension, but felt 
this was amply recompensed by 
the vast panoramic range One 
paper lauded the tribute paid to 
Professor Henri Chretien at the 


showing of this new process, stem- 
ming from his invention, the hy- 
pergonar iens, now called the ana- 
morphoscope. 


French film people expressed 


varying but predominantly positive | 


opinions. Director Jacques Beck- 
er was impressed but felt the close 
shots lacked extreme definition. 
Director Christian-Jaque also com- 
mented on the lack of complete 
clarity but described it as an excit- 
ing new tool for films of movement 
and scope. 

Spyros Skouras stated that Cine- 
maScope might soon be coupled 


| with Eidophor for large screen live 


TV showings. 

Whether the U. 
dimension will become a part of 
the local scene is still in doubt 
“House of Wax” (WB) opened this 
week at two big houses, in dubbed 
versions, so as to do away with the 
eye strain caused by sub-titling. 
The next week will tell if the 
French public is ready to get on 
the 3-D bandwagon. 

So far there are two tentative 


S. revolution in 


French projects for pix in Cinema- | 


Scope. They are Jacques Becker's 
“Ali Baka and 40 Thieves” and 


Raymond Bernard's new version of | 


“Rasputin” with Pierre Brasseur 
However, none of these projects is 
definite. 





‘Round Table’ Extras In 
Walk for More Coin 


London, June 23 

Shooting was held up on Metro's 
“Knights of the Round Table’ at 
Elstree because over 300 extras 
walked cut following an 
fied demand for extra pay. The 
players claimed the special nature 
of the work entitled them to more 
than the $6 a day allotted, and 
that some agencies supplying 
crowd actors were paid more. 

Rapid revamp of shooting sched- 





ule enabled work to continue with | 


the stars of the pic, Ava Gardner 
jand Robert Taylor, 


pic actor who planes to | 


Mendoza | 
and | 


unsatis- | 


Berlin, June 16. 
| Although considered secret 
terial behind the Iron Curtain, 
Statistics compiled by Progress, 
| sole distribution outfit in East Ger- 
|}many, got into the hands of the 
West, revealing that 197,476,088 
pix patrons were counted last year 
in the Soviet Zone of Germany 
which has _ 19,000,000 residents. 
That means every Soviet Zone res- 
|ident went about 10 times to the 
icinema during that year. (In West 
Germany, with 48,000,000 _ resi- 
dents, the yearly average is nearly 
13). 
| East Germany currently has 
| 1,518 cinemas, plus 780 mobile the- 
atres There were 257,519 film 
showings. There was an increase 
of 9,000,000 film patrons’ in 
1952 as compared with 1951, but 
DEFA (East Ger- 
|} man) pix lost 2,500,000 customers 
while films from Russia and other 
satellite countries dropped 3,000,- 
000 patrons. Pictures from “capi- 
talist’ countries drew 13,000,000 
more people than in 1951. “Das 
Doppelte Lottchen,” a West > Ger- 
man film, attracted 4,500,000 pa- 
trons in four months, while “She 
Only Danced One Summer,” a 
Swedish pic, drew 4,800,000 film- 
goers in five and a half months. 
This reveals that the Progress out- 
fit’s financial joss was almost en- 
tirely covered by these two non- 
Commie pix. In many cases, East 
German films were running in the 
red. Russian pix are often just 
lable to cover their dubbing and 
copying costs. 

Many Russian and DEFA pix are 
“must” films for Soviet Zone resi- 
dents. For instance, employees 
and laborers get with their cinema 
tickets, via the payroll, admission 
partly being deducted frem wages. 

Despite permanent generous 
coin injections by the Communist 
government, the pic situation in 
| East Germany has not improved 
(Continued on page 20) 


ma- 


| Simultaneously 








‘French Govt. Underwrites 
| Prestige Pic for 6006; 
— Guitry Using 40 Stars 


Paris, June 16, 

The Ministry of Beaux Arts will 
;} underwrite one of the most ambi- 
i tious pix undertaken here since 
the war. The film is to serve as a 
' prestige production for French 
culture abroad, Receipts will go 
|} towards the reconstruction of the 
Chateau of Versailles. 

Sacha Guitry is writing and di- 
| recting this large-scale costumer, 
which will encompass the history 
of Versailles from the 16th Cen- 
tury to the present. Pic is to start 
July 6 with a budget of $600,000, 
for three times more than the 
amount of the average “A” pic 
here. It will be called “Versailles 
Were Told To Me.” 

Guitry will use over 40 big name 
international stars and nearly 2,000 
extras for this spectacular tinter. 
Guitry is to play Louis XIV while 
Edith Piaf will sing the song of 
the French Revolution 

Film will be produced by GIM 
Film under the of Roger 
Feral and Jacques Chabanne., 
Andre Cornu, Secretary of the 
Ministry of Beaux Arts, has given 
permission for shooting in the 
Chateau of Versailles 


3-D PIX POPULARITY 
SPREADS TO MALAYA 


Washington, June 23 

The worldwide spread of 3-D 
continues, reports Nathan D. 
Golden, director of the Commerce 
Department's film division. The 
| first 3-D pictures are slated for re- 
| lease in Amsterdam, Netherlands, 
this summer. New Flora Theatre 
there is equipped for tri-dimen- 
sional films. 

30th Singapore and Malaya have 
had their first 3-D flurry. Public 
interest and press coverage have 
been sensational in Singapore. 

Reports from reps of U. S. film 
| companies in Singapore reveal that 
all the major film companies have 
plans to exhibit 3-D in Malaya 
soon. Golden says the Cathay Or- 
| ganization has opened a new the- 
| atre, the Odeon, in Singapore. It is 
described as the most modern one 
in Southeast Asia, being equipped 
with concave screen and sufficient 
\ projectors to show all types of 3-D 


aegis 
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WHAT WARNERS DID FOR THE INDUSTRY Wi 
EVERYTHING THAT EXHIBITORS SAID 




















































LEONARD GOLDENSON, President, United : ay 
Paramount Theatres—‘Another big step Teen Wanaaiee ey 7 
forward for Warner Bros. and 3D. M bigy 

: : HISTORY 


sincere congratulations for a magnificent 
motion picture entertainment!” 


JACK HARRIS, Walter Reade Circuit— 
“Best 3-D action picture delivered to date 
from any studio!” 














JACK HATTAM, Interboro Circwit—“It’s 
everything we hoped for—and more! 

A big story and outdoor spectacle as it never 
before has been seen!” 





7 ez : 
ESS 





ED HYMAN, Vice President, United 
Paramount Theatres—‘“We’re looking forward 
to ‘House of Wax’ business all over again! 
The WarnerPhonic Sound, the WarnerColor Pahl $ eae 
and everything about it is tremendous!” = : , fi Ee | 3 D j NATURAL VISION W 


MENSION! Wit 
y WARNERPHONIC Sou} 


| MORTY LIGHTSTONE, Island Circuit— tt us 
“Just what the box office ordered! 
A humdinger all the way!” 


BOB O'DONNELL, President Interstate + iene Seal 
Theatres—“Thank you Warner Bros.! You él : 
have a smash hit if I ever saw one. ‘The 3 
Charge at Feather River’ will take up where Ci 
your ‘House of Wax’ left off and keep . 
record crowds charging to theatre boxoffices!” 


SAM RINZLER, Randforce Theatres— + Bo Ss _. ae 
“We wondered how Warner Bros. would iG eee See. - 
follow through after ‘House of Wax’ and you 
followed through with a wonder! 
Congratulations on a tremendous attraction!” 


LEON ROSENBLATT, Rosenblatt Circuit— 
“A real attraction to thrill the action fans, 
and it will be just as big for women too!” 














ya HARGE FEATHER RIVER EDT MOEN FUNK INE i nes ons aes 
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TH ‘HOUSE OF WAX’-WARNERS Do AGAIN! 
BEFORE— THEY'RE SAYING AGAIN! 











































FRED SCHWARTZ, President, Century Circuit— 
It’s everything an exhibitor and the 
public could ask for in excitement, beauty 
and quality. A real entertainment 
achievement that will do great business!” 





SI FABIAN, President Stanley Warner Theatres 
“The impact was overwhelming! It has 
bigness, beautiful WarnerColor and smash 
"“4 quality in every sense of the word! This is an 
achievement to make all of you very proud!” 


if SOL SCHWARTZ, President RKO Theatres— 
id “Congratulations for another splendid Warner 
Bros. achievement. When I saw ‘House of Wax’ 
I became convinced our industry was entering 

a new era of great business and great enter- 
tainment. ‘The Charge at Feather River’ is an- 
other showman’s dream, with gripping story, 
thrilling action, WarnerPhonic Sound and the 
greatest outdoor photography I’ve ever seen!” 


BOB SHAPIRO, Executive Manager, N. Y. 
Paramount—“In my book it’s another 
‘House of Wax’—and we have 6 record 

weeks we’re counting on matching!” 


| want to convey the thanks of all of us to the more than 
two hundred exhibitors who were so enthusiastic in their 
reception of “The Charge at Feather River’ at our New 
York screening. As producers of ‘House of Wax’’ we 
had a high boxoffice standard to live up to. 





We were determined to give motion picture patrons a 
3D picture of real quality and it’s a great feeling to 
know that our goal has been fully realized. 


| again assure our exhibitor friends everywhere that this 
standard of quality will be steadfastly maintained in 
the vast program coming from Warner Bros. Studios. 
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> THIS PICTURE ALSO CAN BE EXHIBITED IN 3-D 


ENS “STEVE BRODIE - jes 3 WEBR - tirtuen DAVID WEISBART ~ GORDON DOUGLAS 77 ON WIDE OR GIANT SCREENS! 
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British Exhibs Allowed to Ask For 
Supporting Quota Relief From BOT 


London, June 23. 


For the first time since the 25% | 
supporting quota was meer 
under the 1948 Films Act, exhibi- | 


tors are to be allowed to apply for 
relief Hitherto, they have only 
been allowed concessions on the 
first feature quota which started off 
at 45 and ha ince been scaled 
down to 30° 
Demand for supporting quota re 
lief was instituted sometime back 
by the Cinematograph Exhibitor 
nointed out that the 
: defaults in this category were 
ndicative of the inability of thea 
tres to comply with the law. Its 
claim was subsequently supported 
by the Films Council, and the | 
toard of Trade prez has now ac 


body's advice. 
statement 


ct pted th it 


In an official announc- 





- Pacific’ to Sydney in July 
Sydney, June 16. 

a 10-month run in Mel- 
“South Pacific’? bows into 
Empire, Sydney, around July 14 
under the J. C. Williamson banner. 
Cast includes Richard Collett, Mary 
La Roche, Virginia Paris, Leonard 
Stone and David Welsh. 
redecorated and 
nade a more intimate house via 
the reduction of seating capacity 
from 2.500 to 1.900. It still will be 
the biggest legit house here. 


After 


bourne 


Empire will be 


Top Mex Pix Players 


ing the decision, the BOT ex- W ld D ( . Fil 
plained that the theatres which ou 0 0 op im 
have ready applied for first fea If P d U . 5 ik 
ture relief do not have to make rod. Union tri es 
tional application. Their Mexico City, June 23 
‘ can be considere the | Pe ‘ 
re “ Pall wa Topflight Mexican film players 
ceived - |} headed by Crox Alvarado and 


Crix Lukewarm on 3-D 
Pix in West Berlin But 
Biz Shapes Very Good 


Berlin, June 16. 
Vith “House of Wax” (WB) and 
ian in the Dark” (Col) being | 
preemed here last week at Gloria 
Palast and Delphi Palast, the 3-D | 
era has begun in earne st in West 
serlin. Transition from 2-D to 3-D 


was not as dramatic as some dis- | Marques. The 


tributors may have expected. “Man 
in Dark” received modest crix ap- | 
; raisal, while reviews on ‘Wax’ | 
ranged from okay to fair. 


Impact at the boxoffice, however, 
was more than satisfactory if not! 
sensational While crix generally 
show a dislike for the new era 
busine&s-minded observers feel 3-D 
and other new techniques will re 
vitalize the pic biz. 

Both houses showing these 3-D 
films report very good biz. 
is still shown without stereo sound 
Widescreen probably won't come to 
Berlin before August. 

Locai pix preems are obviously 
cut down to a minimum and some 
distribs are holding back their bet- 
ter pix because the Berlin Film 
Festival here June 18. 


VICHY PIX FETE JARS 


opens 


TO MEANINGLESS END. 


Paris, June 23. 
Film Festival handed 
out its prizes, statuettes depicting 
the bubbling water of the resort, 
this weck to films picked by pub- 
lic referendum. 
Fete has been under fire 
from the French press for 
too blatantly commercial. 

Prizes for the best French 
went to “Le Petit Jacques” 
the best foreign pic 
the Spanish “Don Xavier 
naire.” Best French actors awards 
were won by Andre Huguet. Hilde- 
garde Neff and Fernando Gomez 


The Vichy 


here 
being 


film 


were named top foreign actors. Pix 


out of competition got special 
awards, the Grand Prize of Vichy 
going to Julian Duvivier’s Franco- 
Italian “Le Retour De Don Camil- 
lo” with Fernandel. 

There were also special medals 
for artists present at the fete who 


had appeared in any of the pix 
shown, v.ith Suzy Carrier and Jean- | 
Picrre Kerien  copping these 
awards 


Trevor Howard’s New Play 


Edinburgh, June 16. 


Trevor Howard, stage and film 
actor, is to star in a new play, “The 
Devil's General,” by Carl Zuck- 
mayer, set for world preem here 
Aug. 17. Piece is about a Luftwaffe 
general who loses faith in the | 
Nazis 


Join Fernald is director. 





‘Wax’ Manchester Record 

Manchester, June 23. 
records have been 

Theatre Royal 


Boxoffice 


shattered at the 


here by Warners’ 3-D pic, “House 
of Wax.” 

Lines started to form three hou 
before the doors opened, with SRO 


biz reported. 


' 

| 
Maria 
|ing co-op 
| when the 
| Picture 


| technical workers. 


{form a fund for 
|on the co-op plan. 


| 300, the 
’| producing a film in Mexico. 


This fourth Vichy | 


while | 
award went to! 
Legion- | 


Elena Marques, are ready- 
film production if and 
strike threatened by the 
Production Workers Union 
July 1 materializes. 


’ 


STPC) for 


' Walkout is planned to enforce pay 
for the | 
| distributors, 


hike 


players, 


demands of 30-50% 
directors and manual and 


explain they want to launch their 
pix just to prevent any halt in pro- 


| duction. 


Alvarado already has written a 
script and plans to direct the first 
picture which is to star Miss 
players will help on 


| additional dialog. 


sof the cast are to 
reduced scale so as to 
making other pix 
Cost of these 
reckoned at around $69.- 
average current cost of 


All member 
work at 


films is 


PARIS LI LEGIT PREPS 


“Wax” | 


Paris, June 23. 

Amidst the barrage of early legit 
shutterings, new shows are still 
opening to try for the summer 
| trade, Week's presentations saw a 
few that may be hot weather fare, 
| alongside the perennial specs and 
that stay open for the 
tourist trade, 

The Grand Guignol, having bur- 
ied the “Bat,” now has another 
more modern form of mayhem and 
j terror at this famed spot. “Du 

Pour Ces Demoiselles” 


operettas 


Plomb 
| (“Hot Lead For Hot Babes”) get 
its gore out of a modern whounit- 
espionage affair, Reviews were 


mer, 

Another aspect here of the sum- 
mer legit picture is the growth of 
more outdoor specs, Directors feel 
that the festival-like offerings can 


ing for unusual theatre fare. 
Comedie-Francaise has also add- 
ed a new oldie to its rep that got 
good reviews. “Le Cure Espagnol” 
("The Spanish Curate”) is an 
|} adaptation by Roger Ferdinand of 


the Fletcher & Massinger Restora- | 


tion farce. It’s played with speed 
and dexterity by this top com- 
pany. 


Vivrai Un 
“I Shall Live a Great 
Love") sn Henri De Monther- 
lant’s “Maitre De Santiago,” are 
in the modern classic category, Si- 
mone Volterra has filled her 
Marigny Theatre with “Los Ro- 
|manceros.”” a new Spanish dance 
group under the direction of Jose 
Estrada. 


Unfinished Shaw Play 


London, June 16. 

An unfinished play by George 
| Bernard Shaw which came to light 
jin Siegfried Trebitsch’s autobiog- 
| raphy, “Chronicle of a Life,” may 
|}eventually be published under the 
; auspices of the public trustee. An 
official said “we may get some 
| literary authority’ to advise us 
| whether it is worth publishing or 
not.” 


seur’s = 
Amour” 





The unfinished play, entitled 
“Why She Would Not,” has five of 
jits SIX scenes completed, 


| Henry V” 
lat Zurich for the annual festival 


BRISTOL OLD VIC CO. 
TO ZURICH FESTIVAL 


London, June 16. 
Prior to its opening at the Old 
Vic June 30, the Bristel Old Vic 
company’s production of “King 
is to play a short season 


there. John Neville plays the title 
role. The cast includes Dorothy 





Reynolds, John Ruddock and David 


| Bird. 


The current Old Vic presenta- 
tion of “King Henry VIII,” direct- 
ed by Tyrone Guthrie, goes on a 
five-week provincial tour after its 
closing June 27. 


U. S. Market 


i}; Continued from page 17 








erage TV audience just doesn’t 
measure up to the traditional taste 


lor intellectual level of the foreign 


film devotee. 

Otherwise, the majority of for- 
eign films now available face, in 
general, the same major fault— 
poor quality, There was some early 


optimism that the long-held-back 
film industry on both sides of the 
line in Germany would come 


through with a series of high-qual- | 


Mex City Exhibs Lose 


ity films, but the hope proved 
groundless. Scandinavian produc- 
tions proved equally disappointing, 
and quality in France and Italy has 
slumped considerably. 

Odds Deepened 


Co-op players | 


jing, publicity, 


| 


| mand has been diminishing. 


SHOWS FOR TOURISTS on participation by v. s. 


good and it looks set for the sum-, 


cash in on tourists and those look- | 


From the standpoint of U. S. 
the gamble has deep- 
ened the odds against them. Once 
in a while they hit a “Two Cents 
Worth of Hope,” a “Fanfan The 
Tulip,” a “Forbidden Games” or a 
“Seven Deadly Sins.” But for each 
of these there are from 35 to 50 
flops. 

Pre-distribution expenses have 
accounted for a large part of the 
lengthening odds. These include, 
in part, guarantees to producers, 
transportation and import duties, 
negatives, prints, titling, advertis- 
selling, ete. 

As a part of a malicious imbal- 
ance, these costs have been rising 
steadily in the exact ratio that de- 
At the 
producers not 
same 
but are 


same time, foreign 
only demand the 
ances as before insisting 
distrib- 
utors in production costs. 

But the entire picture is not as 











cash ad- | 


| for other 
| time, 


grim as its sorrier side would make | 


it appear. 
of salvation, too. 

For one matter, foreign film ex- 
hibitors, out of sheer desperation 
to stay alive economically, are co- 
operating among themselves 
more closely with distributors. 
exhibitors are now participating 
in seeking out attractive and sale- 
able titles for the films, cooperate 
more intensively in press cam- 
paigns and even make suggestions 
as to promotional tieups. 

Then, there is the belief that, 
sooner or later, TV interest must 
level off so that home TV-viewing 
will become only a routine part 
of a balanced American life, rather 
than its major entertainment fac- 
tor. There is also the fact that 
the foreign-film fans will find their | 
deep “movie hunger” reasserting 
|itself and they'll start to flock to 
the foreign film theatres to assuage 
the long fast suffered on the trek 
across the TV deserts. 

Foreign film interest is certain 
to be revived, to some extent at 
least, by the first 3-D foreigns to 
arrive here—and they'll make a 
| barrel. At least one is reported 
, almost completed, and a new de- 
vice has been perfected for the 


Two more reprises, Steve Pas- | automatic titling of 3-D films by 
Grand an engraving process. 


Remarkable improvements in the 
|, dubbing technique also hold out 
much promise for the foreigns, 
and about 100 of them will be 
English-dubbed in the next year, 
according to present plans. Dub- 
| bing, if done properly, will fit 
them not only for general theatre 
: .stribution, but also for TV, even- 
tually. But it is not a catchpenny 
| gimmick that will pay off on poor 
jobs. 

The foreign film distribution and 
exhibition businesses are thorough- 
ly dizzied from being inside sev- 
eral vicious circles all at once, but 
the remedy lies in interrupting the 
most harmful circle at its source. 
From here, according to several 
, veteran importers, that would seem 
to demand that the _ producers 
abroad, who are getting to be old 

enough to listen to some plain 


talk, be given some of the colder 
facts of American moving picture 
| life. 


and 
The |! 


There are hopeful signs | 








2Ma jor Aussie Chains In Race 
To Show First Coronation Pix 





London Film Notes 


London, June 16. 


Harry Foster 
with 
version of radio’s feature, 
With the Lyons,” 
the Lyons family. 
late in August 
have brought over American actor 
Alex Nicol for starring role in 
“The Trumpet Story.” film based! 
on murder mystery with jazz back- 
ground George King’s “Eight | 
O’Clock Walk” finally set for pro- 
duction at the end of June with! 
Richard Attenborough and Derek 
Farr starred. Lance Comfort di- 
rects for Alexander Korda... 
ABPC finally going ahead with the 
best seller “The Dam _ Busters,” 
which starts shooting at Elstree 
studios early in August. Richard 
Todd, whom ABFC has under long- 
termer, will be starred Dennis 
Van Thal appointed casting direc- 
tor for London Films. 





Another Move to Tilt 
Admissions Above 46c 


Mexico City, June 16. 

Local exhibitors have lost still 
another move to induce the city 
amusements supervision depart- 
ment to approve an increase in the 
cinema admission price ceiling of 
46c for top first-runs and 34c for 
lesser first-runs. This maximum 
was established last December. Ex- 
hibitors asked that top houses be 
allowed to resume the old 57c. 
scale for good pix and the sécond- 
aries to charge their former 46c for 
like films. 


The department explained that 
it nixed this proposition because 
all exhibs here are operating in 
the black. It is claimed that the 
complaint about losing money was 
based on the fact that they are 
earning less coin but are not in 
the red. It contended that the 
new ceiling pleases the public. 

There will be no price ceiling 
theatres at the present 
the department announced. 
This is because the playhouses are 
not doing so well, and also “these 
theatres are far from being the 
popular diversion that the cinemas 
are since the cinema admission 
prices we have fixed permits prac- 
tically everybody to attend film 
shows.” 


Bomb N. Ireland House; 
See Anti-British Plot 


Newry, North Ireland, June 16. 

A bomb exploded in the Savoy 
Cinema here, doing slight damage 
to baleony of building. Film of 
the Coronation is due to be shown 
at this house June 25, and bomb 
is reported to have been placed by 
an anti-British agitator. 


Films of the Coronation are not 
being shown in southern Ireland. 


Legit Shows Abroad 


LONDON 
(Week ending June 20) 
Affairs of State, Cambridge 4 21). 
Airs Shoestring, Royal Ct. (22), 
Applecart, Haymarket (5- 7). 
Dear Charles, New (12-18). 
Dial M Murder, West (6-19). 
Eastward Ho, Royal Exchange (6-10), 
scapade, Strand (1-20). 
or Better Worse, Comedy (12-17-52), 
Glorious Days, Palace (2-28). 
Guys and Dolls, Colliseum (5-28). 
Happy As a King, Princess (5-23). 
Happy Marriege, Duke York (8-7), 
High Spirits, Hipp (5-13). 
King Henry Vill, Old Vic (5-6), 
Little Hut, Lyric (8-23-50). 
Living Room, Wyndham’s (16). 
London Laughs, Adelphi (4-12). 
Love From Judy, Saville (9-25). 
Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25 
Over the Moon, Piccadilly (5-7), 
Paint Wagon, Her Majesty’s (2-11). 
Paris to Piccadiily, Pr. Wales (4-15), 
Private Life of Helen, Globe (6-11), 
Quadrille, Phoenix (9-12). 
Redheaded Blonde, Vaudeville (4-1), 
Reluctant Heroes, White (9-12-50), 
Ring Out Bells, Vic. Pal. (11-12). 
Sacha Guitry, Winter Gard. (6-4), 
Seagulls Sorrento, Apollo (6-14-50). 
Set to Music, New Watergate (6-9). 
Seven Year Itch, Aldwych (5-14). 
South Pacific, Drury Lane (11-1-51), 
Twe Bouquets, St. Martins (5-12). 
Uninvited Guest, St. James (5-27). 
Woman Importance, Savoy (2-12-53). 

















_ SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
(Figures denote premiere dates) 
Arms & The Man, Arts (6-25). 
Bad Samaritan, Criterion (6-24), 
Henry V, Old Vic (6-30) 
Julius Caesar, Westminster (6-29), 
Light Fingers, Richmond ‘629), 


has closed deal| Down Under screens. 
Exclusive Films to do film/handling J. 
“Life | Queen 
which will star| py British Empire Films. unit un- 


Shooting starts | | der the GU banner. 
Exclusive Films 











Sydney, June 16. 

Play for biz with Coronation 
films saw the major circuits— 
Greater Union Theatres and 
Hoyts—in a race to be first on 
Former is 
Rank’s “A 
go gate 


Arthur 
Is Crowned,” 


Hoyts is ‘ein - 
ing “Elizabeth Is Queen,” on di 
tribution through 20th Centu 
Fox, organization with which Ho) 

is allied. Both were timed 1 
preem June 11 but the plane a 
rived from London 24 hours ahe: 
of schedule. Pix were greenlihte a 
through the censor in record time, 
and hit the Sydmey screen Wednes- 
day morning (10), eight days after 
the Coronation. 

Greater Union played up the 
Rank pic as “the only full-length 
Technicolor feature film.” Hoyts, 
opposition loop, cracked back by 
labeling “Elizabeth Is Queen” as 
the “official” pic of the Coronation. 
GU shot “Queen Is Crowned” into 
the 2,779-seat State, with Hoevt 
setting “Elizabeth” into the 675- 
seat Esquire. 

“Queen” hit a socko pace right at 
the start and is currently playing 
to capacity four sessions daily. 
When “Elizabeth” dropped its biz 
pace, Hoyts decided to release the 
pic in 40 suburban spots simul- 
taneously with city date. Greater 
Union stressed the fact that 
“Queen” would not be seen in 
suburbs until completion of city 
run. Botk »ix are pulling heavy 
carriage trade. 

“Queen Crowned” is 
New Zealand via the 
Odeon loop. 
houses 


smash in 
Kerridge- 
Pic is playing three 
simultaneousiy in Auck- 
land, Wellington and _ Christ- 
church. K-O execs say they have 
$650,000 bookings for the film in 
New Zealand. 








German Distribs 


Continued from page 17 














during the past year. DEFA, the 
lone film producing outfit in East 
Germany, is going through one 
crisis after the other. Although 
the State Film Committee, which 
was established last year for the 
furtherance of film art and pro- 
duction planning, is making a big 
effort troubles are encountered 
all along the line. Lack of scripts, 
experienced personnel and quali- 
fied talent has caused numerous 
halts in production. 

Despite good salaries) DEFA 
stars keep going into West Berlin. 
Recent losses include Claus Holm, 
very popular film star in East Ger- 
many; E. W. Fieldler, outstanding 
cameraman and holder of Commie 
National Award and such experi- 
enced producers as Adolf Hanne- 
mann and Robert Leistenschneider. 


Holm now has a role in a W. Ger- 
many film. 
DEFA boss Sepp Schwab, more 


Russo than German, is driving out 
anyone who does not follow strict 
party.lines no matter how quali- 
fied. He recently appointed Hans 
Rodenberg, who lived 17 years in 
Moscow, as chief of production, al- 
though Rodenberg admits he 
hasn't the slightest idea about the 
film biz. 

After a halt of several months, 
there are currently three films be- 
ing shot in DEFA studios, includ- 
ing “Little Muck,” “A Little Sum- 
mer Love” and “Ernst Thaele 
mann.” The last, a color. biopic 
of a German Commie leader, has 
been in production for more than 
18 months. Even the completed 
vortion had to be done over. 

There are 13 pix planned for re- 
lease this year, but even the DEFA 
bosses don’t know how many will 
be finished. DEFA planned 18 
films for 1952 but, not one of them 
got into release that year. Few 
DEFA pix were pressed this year. 
Greater part of East Germany cus- 
tomers show an open dislike for 
DEFA pix by staying away from 
cinemas. When a West German 
pic is shown, houses are mostly 
filled to capacity. 





Let Juves Into Sunday Cinemas 
Huddersfield, June 16. 

Huddersfield Town Council has 
decided that children over six may 
be permitted to attend Sunday 
cinema shows. Hitherto the city’s 
watch committee had a ruling that 
youngsters under 12 would not be 
admitted on Sundays. 
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You have never in all your TV days witnessed 
a scene as sizzling as this movie love duel 
between the red-headed temptress and the 
desperate outlaw! 


ROBERT TAYLOR has just slapped gorgeous 
AVA GARDNER! Why? Because suddenly she 
kissed him with mad abandon, while her rancher- 
husband HOWARD KEEL was away! 








ime: It’s been a long time since the screen has 


Between them — blazed forth such a bold, hot-blooded story 


a «een fe as this—the romance of 
secret fire. 
(Right: th THE GIRL AND THE 


striking 24-sheet 
cut-out) 


GUN-FIGHTER! 


In Full Flaming Color M-G-M brings you 
a Spectacular Drama of Great Adventure. 


‘RIDE, VAQUERO! < 


(THE BEAUTY AND THE OUTLAW) 








(%, 
M-G-M presents Robert Taylor + Ava Gardner Note to theatre Ad Men: ( 5 
Howard Keel in “RIDE, VAQUERO!”’« Print ; 
by Technicolor + Photographed in Ansco Color Please save — ideas 
with Anthony Quinn + Kurt Kasznar and apy Sages Ser Pee 
Screen Play by Frank Fenton + Directed by campaign, 


John Farrow * Produced by Stephen Ames 





{ 
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Great Sioux Uprising | 
Domergue is good in the femme | 
lead. Bettger’s heavy character 
comes over properly, and he gets 
an assist in the dirty work from 
Stacy Harris. Peter Whitney 1s the 
village smithy given to spouting 
the Scriptures and Charles Arnt 
does a toadying spy for Bettgel 
Others are acceptable also 

Llovd Bacon's direction runs into 
an awful lot of material in tne 
script. but keeps the action bearing 
ntials as much as pos 











co 1 on € ‘ 

sible. so the outcome is on the 
cree cide. Melvin Levy, J. Robert 
Bren and Gladys Atwate! cripted 
fro a orv bv the latter two and 
added dialog was contributed by 


Frank Gill Jr. The Albert J. Cohen 


production on which Leonard 
Gol mn was co-producer, wears 
an ¢ lont outdoor look, having 
bee! ocation lensed in eastern 
Or , ond the scenery is beautl- | 
ful. Camera work was contributed 
by Maury Gertsman. Edward Cur- 


tiss’ editing is good. Brog. 
Flame of Calenutia 
(Color) 
Okav period metier for the 


program market. 


( ! rele of Sam Katzman pro 
a Denise Dareel, Patric 
k whe features Paul Cavanagh, George 
} joseph Mell, Ted Thorpe, Leon 
t Penn. Gregory Gav. Edward Clark 
Directed by Seymour Friedman. Screen- | 

lav, Robert E. Kent, from story by. Sol | 
By, v amera (Technicolor), Henry Freu- | 
lich. Rav Corv: editor, Jerome Thoms; | 
must lisct BRakaleinikoff. Tradeshown | 
N.Y., June 15 °53. Running time, 70 MINS. | 
§ ine Roget Denise Darce! | 
Capt Keith Lambert Patric Knowles | 
Lord Robert Clive Paul Cavanagh | 
r e MAM .csccvisove Georve Keymas | 
Jowal concesece Joseph Mell | 
rR Singh weTrtri Ted Thorpe | 
Nadir § .. as. adesessacses Leonard Penn 

m Khasid ..cccccceses Gregory Gav 


An 

Pandit Bandar .. Edward Clark 

Lt. Rob Ramsey Robin Huches 
Specialty Dance by Sujata and Asoka 


Producer Sam Katzman, who has 
a penchant for action-mellers with 
geographical titles, stays in the 
groove with “Flame of Calcutta.” 
This Denise Barcel-Patric Knowles 
starrer is fashioned from the same 
familiar cloth that has paid off box- 
office-wise in the past. As such it 
shanes up as good material in the 
program market 

Scripted by Robert E. Kent from 
Sol Shor’s story, the yarn is local<d | 
in Indta.cirea 1769, when native 
yrinces were vying for power. | 
Pituat on is tailor-made for Miss | 
Darce!. daughter of a slain Frenen 
government official, to assume the 
mantle of “The Flame” and wace 
guerrilla warfare against a wicked | 
usurper } 

Villain is Prince Jehan (George 
Kevmas), who not only is commit- | 
ted to extingnishing “The Flame.” 
but also on tossing out the British | 
Fast India Co. British Army Capt 
Knowles sees through the treacher- 
ous scheming, and windup finds 
him effecting a romantic coup 
d'etat with Miss Darcel and climi- 
nating Kevmas from the politica! 
scene 

Historical license can be over- 
looked in the welter of battle 
scenes and harem sequerces and 
general accent on. entertainment 
aspects that Katzman usually stres- 
ses. His production values bespeak 
well of the modest budget while 
Technicolor lensing of Henry Freu- 
lich and Ray Cory adds an extra! 
fillip 

Cast romps through the footage 
with tongue-in-cheek  perform- 
ances. The robust Miss Darcel has 
little difficulty in handling the} 
physical requirements of a guer- 
rilla leader, and Knowles likewise 
discharges his military role with 
precision. Keymas is adequate as 
the heavy, as are other supporting 
ee under Seymour Friedman's 
yreezy direction. Jerome Thoms 
edited to a tight 70 minutes 

Gilb. 





The Captain's Paradise 
(BRITISH) 


Alec Guinness clicks again in 
British comedy hit: co-starring 
of Yvonne de Carlo is added 
help for American market. 


London, June 9 
British Lion release of London F Ims | 
eren ntation Stars Alec Guinness, | 
vonne de Carlo. Celia Johnson Pro 
duced and directed bv 
mins Screenplay, Alec Coppel = and/! 
Nicholas Phipps: camera, Ted Scaife: 
editor, G  Turney-Smith music, Mal 
colm Arnold. At Plaza. teondon, June 
‘53. Running time, 93 MINS. 


Anthony Kim- | 


Capt. Henry St. James Alec Cuinness 
Nita ie Yvonne de Carlo 
Maud Celia Johnson 


Chief Officer Ricco 
Lawrence St. James ... 
Kalikan Officer , 
Principal Dancer 

Susan Daley ........ P 
Daphne Bligh : Ann Wefferman ! 
Bob cewx Walter Crisham 


Charles Goldner 
Miles Malleson 
Peter Bull 
Tutte Lemkow 


. _ 
turns up a n 
new British comedy hit 


Alec Guinness 


in this 


' continuous flashback 


| pel has been subtly 
| celluloid by the 
| junction with Nicholas 


| should, 


Claudi Grev 4 


, camera work is average. 








om page 6 Game 





which should do hefty gross on 
this side of the Atlantic and prove 


| a strong lure in the American mar- 


ket. Chalk up another success for 
British studios and writers in a 
production that has three top mar- 
quee names in Guinness, Yvonne 
de Carlo and Celia Johnson. 

The yarn is done in an almost 
In the open- 
ing scene Guinness, the ship’s cap- 
tain, is facing a firing squad in 
North Africa. The rifles are fired 
and the flags drep to half mast 





| Bomba 


Back on his ship the first officer | 
begins to explain the philosophy | 


behind Guinness’ mode of life. It 
appears that ever since his child 
hood, Guinness had been in search 
of paradise, and eventually he 
finds it by having a wife in Gibral- 
tar who satisfies his domestic 
yearning and a diversion in North 
Africa who panders to the more 
exotic things in life. 

As time progresses, the domestic 
wife longs for the bright lights; 
the gay senorita in turn has an 
unrequited ambition to prepare a 
meal for her man. In this tri- 
angle, only Guinnes is satisfied 

The original story by Alec Cop- 
translated to 
author in = con- 
Phipps. It 
takes some little time for the plot 
fo emerge. 3ut once the theme 
is established, the situation is de- 
veloped with good clean fun and 
satire. There are many obvious 
angles for exploitation Produc- 
tion and direction by Anthony 
Kimmins is vigorous and frivolous 
alike. 

The role of the paradise-seeking 
captain is a natural for Guinness 
while the two women in his life 
are admirably portrayed by Miss 
de Carlo and Miss Johnson. The 
former’s performance as a_ high- 
spirited girl is in perfect contrast 
to Miss Johnson’s interpretation of 
the sedate British housewife. Of 
the supporting cast, Charles Gold- 


| ner has the prize role as the chief 


officer, a man anxious to emulate 
the philosophy of his chief. Miles 
Malleson, Walter Crisham and 
Tutte Lemkow (the last two alse 
directed the dance sequences) are 
among the more prominent mem- 
bers of the supporting team 
Muro. 
Tarzan and the She- 
Devwil 


Slow-moving, way below par 
in Tarzan series. Good tag, 
past reputation of the apeman 
pix will help b.o. 


Hollywood, June 22. 
_KKO release of Sol Lesser production 


| Stars Lex Barker, Joyvee MacKenzie; fen 


tures Raymond Rurr, Moniqre Von 


Vooren, Tom Conway. Directed. by Kurt | Lticinda Bentley 


Neumann 
roll Young: based on characters created 


hy Edgar Rice Burroughs; camera, Kar! | 8#pitan Von Falk 
Previewed | 


Struss: editor, Leon Barsha 
June 18, '53. Running time, 75 MINS 


Tarzan educa Lex Berker 
PORNO vs csecivevececs Jovee MacKenzie 
a ara ee Ravmond Burr 
2, ere Monique Ven Vooren 
i Ree eee ieetae Tom Conway 
uli in: ET eee Henry Brandon 
Lavar 





A much tamer Tarzan than here- 
tofore cavorts in “Tarzan and the 


a tedious affair for a goodly por- 
tion of its 75 minutes. Best selling 
points are the title and past repu- 
tation of the series. 

_ Keeping the hero a tied-up cap- 
tive for a long stretch wasn't hep 
scripting on the part of Karl Kamb 


lv came up with no more than a 
strictly formula plot structure. 
Yarn pits Tarzan against a group 
of ivory thieves. The baddies want 


Screenplay, Karl Kamb. Car- ‘ 
i ? aid Ae | Petty Officer Wheatley 


| Teffrey 


Safari Drums 





Jungle meller stacking above 
average in Allied Artists’ Bomba 
series; okay dualer. 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Allied Artists reicase of Ford Beebe 
production. Stars Johnny Sheffield; fea- 
tures Douglas Kennedy, Barbara Bestar. 
Directed by Ford Beebe. Screenplay, Ford 
Beebe: camera, Harry Neumann; editor, 
Walter Hannemann; music, Marlin Skiles 
Previewed June 17, '53. Running time, 71 
MINS 
re , Johnny Sheffield 
Brad ig ap , Douglas Kennedy 


Pegsy Barbara Bestar 
Conrad Emory Parnell 
Steve ; Paul Marion | 
Barnes > Leonard Mudie 
Fli , — 4 , Smoki Whitfield 
Collins Kuss Conway 


Bomba, Allied Artists’ indestruc- 
tible jungle boys has the 
obstacles to surmount in “Safari 
Drums.” but it has enough excit- 


ing footage to shape up as above | 


average for the sermes 

Ford Beebe works in triple ca- 
pacity for “Drums’’—one of the 
rare instances in AA annals. As 
producer the’s taken over for 
Walter Mirisch on this one), he’s 
turned out pic in know-how fash- 
ion. An eye on the budget is evi- 
dent in the direction, but it’s en- 
tirely suitable to demands. Beebe's 
script allows for much stock foot- 
ave. which improves the overall 
effect. Best 
lone. raw fight between a lion and 
a tiger 

Story deals with a group which 
comes into the African wilds to 
film a picture of jungle animal life. 
It later turns out that one of the 
bunch has robbed 
geologist 
monds. Bomba works with the 
group in helping them get their 
film. but it’s a lion that kills the 
baddie. Pie winds with Bomba 
swinging off into the jungle again. 


Johnny Sheffield (it’s John now | 
physical | 


on the screen) has the 
appearance to do the lead role 
justice and is competent in the 
acting division. Barbara Bestar is 
better than might be expected as 
femme lead, while supporters 
Douglas Kennedy, Emory Parrfell 
and the others are satisfactory. 
Technical credits are stock. 
Neal. 


Single-Handed 
(BRITISH) 
Cc. S. Forester's “Brown on 
Resolution” modernized into 
action-packed naval meller; 
looks like steady grosser for 
ie 


London, June 16. 
20th-Fox production and release. Stars 
Hunter Michael Rennie, Wendy 


Hiller. Directed by Roy Boulting. Screen- 


| play, Valeniine Davies based on novel, 


| 


i 


| 


| 


oe ea Michezel Granger 
! 


“Brown on Resolution,”’ by C. S. Forester; 
camera, Gilbert Taylor: editor Alan 
Oabiston; music, Clifton Parker. At Odeon, 
Marble Arch, London, June 15, ‘53. Run- 
ning time, 65 MINS. 
Capt. Richard Saville 
F Wendy Hiller 
. Jeffrey Hunter 
Bernard Lee 


Sicnalman Brown 


Captain Ashley 
Commander Willis 
Lieutenant Stafford 
Commander Laughton 
Sirnalman Farnshaw 
Naval Rating 

Hesse 


.. Patrick Barr 

. John Horsley 
Robin Bailey 
..Jemes Copeland 
Victor Maddern 
Sam Kydd 
Nicholas Bruce 


An up-to-date version of C. S. 


| Forester’s “Brown on Resolution,” 


| She-Devil,” resulting in film being | 


| and Carroll Young, who additional- | 


the ape man’s help in rounding | 


up a large herd of elephants, and 
when he refuses they try to cap- 
ture his wife, Jane. She escapes 
into the jungle, however. When he 


| Sees their tree home burnt to the 


ground, Tarzan thinks Jane has 


| been killed. The fight is out of 


him and he’s captured. But Jane 
eventually shows up, by which time 


'the baddies are fighting amonest 


themselves. It all winds with the 
“right” people trampled to death 


| by the angered elephants, Tarzan 


and Jane back together. 

Lex Barker looks like a Tarzan 
and consequently comes 
across okay in the lead, while 
Joyce MacKenzie is acceptable as 
his vis-a-vis. Raymond Burr is good 
as one of the heavies, as is Tom 
Conway as another. Moniaue Van 
Vooren presents sex allure and 
nothing more as the gal who 
finances the ivory hunters. The 
chimp playing Cheeta accounts for 
a few amusing moments. 

Kurt Neumann's direction of the 
Sol Lesser production is on the 
slow side, but then he wasn't given 
much to work with. Karl Struss 
Ne a. 


this 20th-Fox Anglo-American pro- 
duction is a reliable action drama 
which is tuned up for steady 
grosses. To make the picture more 
acceptable in the American mar- 
ket, the main character has been 
changed to a Canadian with the 
role filled by Jeffrey Hunter, who 
was brought over from Hollywood. 

Most of the action sequences 
were lensed off the coast of Malta, 
with the co-operation of the Brit- 
ish naval authorities who provided 
men and ships as well as proffer- 
ring technical advice. These have 
been invigoratingly filmed and are 
undoubtedly the most effective part 
of the pic. 

The varn opens with a prolog 


jin 1916 when Michael Rennie, a 


naval lieutenant, meets Wendy 
Hiller on a train going to London. 
They become so. obsessed with 


leach other, thev spend a few days 


| guard, steals a rifle and ammuni- | 


$ 


at a country inn. Despite what has 
happened, she refuses to marry 
him. The story then switches ab- 
ruptly into the last war, with Ren- 
nie, now a captain, patrolling in 
the Pacific A German raider is 
intercepted, but one British battle- 
ship is smached to bits. Rennie 
leads his own vessel to the scene. 

When the first battleship was 
sunk, one of the two survivors, Jef- 
frey Hunter, is captured and made 
a prisoner on the Nazi raider. De- 
spite this, he breaks loose from his 


tion, crosses to the nearby main- 
land in a dingy and picks off the 
German sailors one by one. 
enemy pounds his hideout with 
heavy guns and eventually sends a 
landing party 
time the British arrive, Hunter is 
dead from exhaustion 


Roy Boulting has directed the 


usual | 


moments come Vila a} 


and kilied | a} 
for his fortune in dia-| 


Michael Rennie | 


Peter Van Eyck | 


The. 


after him. By the! 


| production with vigor although 


| handicapped by the too conven- 
tional opening prolog. Once the 
|story moves to the sea, however, 
ithere is an abundance of action- 
| packed incident with the cast play- 
j ing secondary roles to the ships 
and their guns. Jeffrey Hunter fills 
! his role with a sincere earnestness, 
‘and always over-eager to do more 
than his share. There are no con- 
trasts as he plays his part solidly 
in a single key. 

Rennie, on the other hand, is 
inclined to be somewhat sardonic, 
but makes a good showing as a 
| British naval captain. Miss Hiller 
plays the opening romantic scenes 
with charm but turns unnecessa- 
rily coy in the closing sequences 
when she goes to a Buckingham 
'Palace investiture to receivé a 
Posthumous Award for her son 
| (Hunter), and refuses to tell Rennie 
that he is the father. 
Lee’s characterization of an in- 
jured stoker is a firstclass con- 
;tribution although some of his 
| bread Cockney slang may be diffi- 
cult for American audiénces. 

Myro. 


The Fake 
(BRITISH) 





Contrived British meller basi- 
cally only good enough for 
dualers; Dennis O’Keefe, Col- 
/ een Gray names may help. 





London, June 11. 
United Artists release of Pax Films 
production. Stars Dennis O'Keefe, Coleen 
} Gray. Features Hugh Williams, Guy Mid- 
| dleton Directed by Godfrey Grayson. 


nal story by James Daplyn: camera, 
Cedric Williams; editor, Charles Hasse. 
At London Pavilion, June 11, ’53. Running 
time, 81 MINS, 

Paul Mitchell ..... 
Mary Mason Plt ee Coleen Gray 
Sir Richard Aldingham... Hugh Williams 
Ree ... Guy Middleton 
Sere  WEONOE cvnensteds John Laurie 
Peter Randall . Gerald Case 


Dennis O'Keefe 


| Weston Seymour Green | 
| GEOrge ...sccvececeres Eliot Makeham 
| Cartwright ...... R Stanley Van Beers 
| Miss Fossett * Ellen Pollock 


| Two U.S. names may help sell 


this British pic on both sides of the | 


| Atlantic, but basically it is a con- 
trived meller which rates booking 
as a dualer. 

Principal setting for the yarn is 
the Tate Gallery in London, and is 
mainly concerned with a plot to 
replace a genuine Leonardo da 
— painting with a fake. A sim- 
lilar plot had succeeded 
York and Florence and a US. agent 
' assumes, correctly, that a third at- 
{tempt would be made by the same 
| person. 

The drama rarely works up to 
=. pitch of suspense ana the story 

is largely unfolded in slow, delib- 
{erate style. The script makes no 
pretensions and the direction never 
moves out of the leisurely stage. 

Leading roles are adequately 
played by Dennis O'Keefe and 
Coleen Gray, the former as the 
agent and the latter as the daughter 
|of the master faker. Hugh Wil- 
liams, Guy Middleton and John 
; Laurie are at the head of an aver- 
| age supporting cast. Myro. 





Valley of Song 
(BRITISH) 





Simple Welsh rural story; dif- 
ficult to understand accent and 
absence of names limit this to 
a few U. S. art houses. 





London, June 9. 


AB-Pathe release of Associated British 
production. Stars Mervyn Johns, Clifford 


play, Phil Park and Cliff Gordon based on 
Play “Choir Practice’ by Cliff Gordon; 
camera, Lionel Banes: editor. 
Best: music, Robert Gill. At Studio One, 
| London. Running time, 74 MINS. 


Griffiths Mervyn Johns 





Geraint Llewelyn ........ Clifford Evans 
PE 2a vcih wakes. cndeds ds Hugh Pryse 
, Te DE ncdescvdebeas Rachel Thomas | 
Ce SUP 66660000080 John Fraser 


Olwen Davies ......... Maureen Swanson 
| Bessie Lewis ° Rachel Roberts 





| A pieture of infinite appeal, 
| “Valley of Song” has only modest 
prospects in America because the 
,pronounced Welsh accent likely 
| will make it difficult to understand 
'by most U.S. audiences. It 
| have a modest lure for restricted 
| art house bookings. 
Staged in a rural Welsh valley 
, setting, the simple yarn tells of a 


village divided among itself when! 


the local contralto is dropped from 


the chapel choir. The rival factions | 


are a-feudin’ and a-fightin’ until 


they are brought to their senses by | 


a young couple who are determined 
to wed irrespective of family op- 
position. 

Simplicity is the keynote of the 
treatment, and this is evident in 
the dialog, characterization, and 
story. But it is a warm-hearted 
simplicity which will mainly appeal 
to local audiences. Acting matches 
the subject with the leads nicely 
played by Mervyn Johns as a min- 
ister and Clifford Evans as the 
choirmasti#. Romantic roles are 
warmly done by Maureen Swanson 
and John Fraser. Direction is fluent 
and sets effective. Myro. 


Bernard, ence at 


Screenplay, Patrick Kirwan, from origi- | 


in New! 


Evans. Directed by Gilbert Gunn. Screen- | 


may | 
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‘New Ozoners Crowd Twin 
Cities, Despite Snow, Rain, 
Red Ink, & Choosy Clients 


Minneapolis, June 23. 


Despite the fact that with their 
season nearly half-over the yac: 
majority of the territory’s drive. 
in theatres are believed to be « 
erating in the red, due mainly, 
snowy and rainy weekends, n: 
ozoners continue to crowd 
scene here. 

During the past fortnight 
rew Navarre Amphi outdoor 
tre was launched in a local sul 
making the ninth Twin Cities 
ozoner. 

New ozoners also came into « 
Roosevelt, Minn.: Lir 
N. D., and Chamberlain, S. D. A 
Mrs. Jack DeMarce, owner of 
conventional theatre at Ben 
Minn., will start constructior 
one with a 400-car capacity. 








Variety's ‘Johnny Night’ 
In Philly Draws 25,000 


Philadelphia, June 2: 

Crowd of 25,000 turned out fi 
the “Johnny Night” June 16 a 
tivities at Connie Mack Stadiu: 
| sponsored jointly by Variety Clut 
| Tent 13 and the Philadelphia Dai 
| News. Proceeds go to sustain the 
Variety Club’s summer camp fo) 
handicapped children. 

Show combined musical and cafe 
talent with baseball game (Cleve- 
land-Philadelphia Athletics) in 
benefit. 











Korea Truce 








———-- Continued from page 1 jaa 








Tokyo, who repeated her husband's 
words for American broadcast. 

When the truce does come, all 
the nets plan hard news coverage. 
In adgition, CBS Radio expects to 
follow the initial truce announce 
ment with interviews from Korea 
and Tokyo, and NBC Radio will 
have a 15-minute program of con- 
densed tapes. CBS-TV will put on 
at least one half-hour special pro- 
gram of film, and probably more. 
NBC-TV will follow the hard news 
with a_ half-hour telecast from 
New York, Washington and Holly- 
wood (also containing latest fight- 
ing films). The Sunday following 
the truce announcement, a special 
half-hour NBC-TV documentary 
will be aired. 

ABC television has in readiness 
a 30-minute program, “APO 
Korea,” in cooperation with Free- 
dom House. Show, aimed to un- 
derscore the significance of the war 
to the United Nations and the men 
iwho fought the battles, will have 
as participants Ernest Gross, for- 
| mer U. S. deputy to the U. N., 
Ralph Bunche, principal director 
of the U. N. Trusteeship depart- 


ment, and a group of American 
servicemen from Korea __inter- 
viewed by prominent journalists. 


| There may be another ha!f-hour TV 
program of films. 

On radio, ABC will present in 
; two 30-minute parts “The Korea 
Story,” a documentary on the his- 
tory of the war prepared in coop- 
eration with the U. N. department 
of information. 





Richard | 





20th Frowns 


|\Comeas CONtinued from page 7 ja 














man’s feeling is that if an exhib 
|}can gain some extra coin from 
widescreening current product it’s 
okay with 20th. However, he is of 
the opinion that the practice is a 
|‘‘fraud” in that the patron is not 
getting a genuine widescreen pres- 
entation. He likens the current 
| praciice to the early davs of sound 
when exhibs were presenting faul- 
ty talkers. 

Meanwhile, 20th expects to clear 
its decks of all standard pictures 
by October when “The Robe,” its 
first CinemaScope production, hiis 
the market. Company will release 
}a total of 21 pictures from now to 
C-Day. Included in the total are 
16 fiats, one stereopic and four 
| reissues. 





Tregaskis’ Korean Job 


Hollywood, June 23 
Richard Tregaskis has resigned 
i'from the exec board of the Screen 
| Writers Guild for a Government 
job, which will take him to Korea 
Details of his new post were not 


i disclosed. 








; 
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If the MERRY-GO-ROUND of High Prices has you spin- 
ning, these daze... here’s the reason. 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics has recorded a 90.8% 
increase in your cost of living from 1939 to 1952... with 
such items as FOOD, FUEL, RENT and APPAREL leading 
the way. The Exhibitors Digest reports that from 1940 to 
1952 the cost of your theatre equipment and supplies 
zoomed upward 98.9% ... highlighted by such typical 
increases as PROJECTION EQUIPMENT... 115%; 
MARQUEE LETTERS... 126%; SEATS... 143%. 


BUT you'll catch the one gold ring on this carousel of 
increased costs when you note the negligible increase, 
IF ANY, you've received from NSS during these same 
years of spiraling expenses. 

COMPARE all your costs with the LOW COST, 
Service-With-A-Smile Policy of the Prize Baby. 


naronat.\ C7207 SERVICE 


—F PRIZE BABY OF THE DUSTRY 





rs 


| 
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] 2 ‘Queen’ Films on B’way 


H 5 5 . . a 
‘MaintoB’way |) Vie for Royal Liz Biz 
—— | Although already more than two | 


_—— (‘ontinued from page 3 aoe 
Engiand’s ‘greatest 


1 

J . picture. but will help your | weeks old, 
ee cae tak, Even in the cur- | show” will still be much in evi- 
rent troubled market, I ctill think | dence on Broadway. In addition to) 
the film will be a success.” Dietz, the J. Arthur Rank “A Queen Is | 
who himself has pursued a dual Crowned, currently _ playing to} 
caréer in films as well as in the | hefty biz at the Guild Theatre, 
theatre (as a librettist), termed | Warner Bros. will enter a Corona- 
“Main St.” a successful collabora- | tion picture at two Stem houses 
tion between the two art rors. day-and-date on Monday (29). 


Luncheon, marking New entry, “Elizabeth Is Queen,” 
of the film, saw a turnout of about | filmed in WarnerColor by Associ- 








completion 











150 reps of the theatre, motion pic-| ated British Pathe for WB, is a 
tures and newspapers. S. H. (Si) | 51-minute job set for unveiling at 
Fabian, Stanley Warner prexy and the Little Carnegie and the Bryant 
ail ibe of the exhib group’ Theatre on 42d St. Rank picture 
v t up the coin for the pic- | being released by Universal, is in 
ture, ¢ d that theatre men are | Technicolor and runs for 80 min- 
int d in the development of | utes, although there’s a 60-minute 
busine One way to do it, he | version available for dualers. 
I d, is through new talent which With two versions of the Corona- 
the stage can supply. “Perhaps | tion on tap, tradesters are specu- 
1 whiance between motion pic- lating on the b.o, take. The Rank 
ture nd the stage may develop | entry, rushed to the U. S. four 
into ling permanent,” Fabian | gays after the Coronation, showed 
§! surprising wicket activity, despite 
At ps artz, prexy of the! extensive TV-radio and newspaper 
( of living Theatre, noted | coverage of the event. After setting 
t received from profits | a record $27,000 for the first week, 
( | not only go toward | j! intained the pace for the sec- 
| » the road, but that a!‘ ond stanza 
| iid go to the New aa 
I { oup for the devclop- l | 
ment of voung playwrights, Actors . . 
I ANTA, and the American | Pix Suits | 
Tiv il Schwartz also |] 
‘ or | appeal for actors tO | Sem Continued from pace 5 Qo | 
take to oad for the pic assed, would have any effect in 
With J ce Kmerson as femece, | curbing he practice of the so- 
spoake also included Angus Dun-/} called “let’s sue” attorneys. 


can, executive secretary of Actor: 

Cowan, and a telephoned |! 
messace from Iferb Shriner speak- ! 
ing from Chicago. Latter makes his 
film debut in “Main St.” 
included excerpts from the film, 

numerous celebs of the 

N. Y. theatre as they appear in! 
“Main Strect.” 

Council of Living Theatre has al- 
ready received $50,000 from. the 
film, with half that sum coming 
from Robert EF. Sherwood. who ld 
turned over his writing fee to the 
Council Samson Raphaelson, an- | 
other noted playwright, wrote the 
screenplay 


Film Jawvers have placed their 


vorv as “ambulance chasers” and 
have been weighing appeals to the 
Program Zar Assn., as well as legal means, 
to stop the practic Reportedly 
under consideration is the use of a 
littie- known legal method known 
as “barratry.” 
legal device is so rare that attor- 
nevs queried recall the legal as- 
from their lawschool 


showing 


pects only 


“V6 


In addition, a record of an indict 


a difficult point of Jaw to prove and 





rival Jlegalites in the same cate-! 


Employment of this | 


ment is almost unkown, since it is | 


involves the ethical problem of 
| bringing charges against another 
| itiorney., 


Cowdin Named 


=e Continued from pu 


Webster's New International Dic 
}| tionary, 2d edition, unabridged, de- 
© 4 See | fines barratry as the practice of 
lean on Hollywood a great deal in} “EXE iting and encouraging or main- 
the future | taining lawsuits or quarrels; per- 
Cowdin'’s appointment was an- | Sistent excitement ol 
nounced by Dr. Robert L. Johnson. | While agreeing that barratry is a 
IQA Administrator, who explained diMeult) char} e to prove, one 
he had asked Cecil B. De Mille, |highly-placed film attorney de 
his chief consultant on motion pie |Clired that “it's worthy of looking 
tures, “to scour the field for the | 'nto. 
best man.” A State Dept. release | — 


added: 
Ozoners Nix 


“De Mille reported he had con- 
t= Continued from page 7 saa 





ferred with leaders of the motion 
picture industry and that Cowdin 
wes their unanimous choice.” 
“Beeause of his expert 
edge of foreign operations, partic- | light for ozoners was being licked; 
ularly in film distribution, he is} that it was now possible to weath- 
exceptionally well qualified for) erproof screens, and that the dif- 
this position.” said Johnson. State | ficulty of installing stereo sound in 
Dent. further explained: cars was the least of thein all. 
“As head of the International Taking issue with Lichtman, 
Motion Picture Service, Mr. Cow- equipment men maintain that he’s 
din’ will direct an organization | pjent only in that there really is 
which ad (ributes motion picfure ino such thing as 3-D sound in a 
abroad through 1: car, and that any attempts to work 


| 
| 
| 








) United States } 


information service posts i 8! . 

; nti “7. It eatis { tn : jon it would be a waste of time. It 
‘ountrics IS estimate ilk ' : 
Ses oe sh We i was = Lichtman’s contention that 
these films are viewed by 


i more the 1954 
than 500,000,000 people annually hee ig 

The service is one of the principal 
means of communication used by , 
the United States Government’s| After a lull in the construction 
overseas information program in| Of outdoor installations, caused by 
uncertainties in the industry, work 
on new ozoners now is going for- 


season would see adrive- 
| 

jins hopping on the widescreen 
bandwagon. 


creating understanding abroad of 
the United Siates and its policies.” 


By Aug. 1, the International In- | Ward again, it’s reported. Conserv-— 
ative estimate puts the number of | 


formation Administration will cut : 
loose from the State Dept. to be- | 0zoners now in operation at about 


come an autonomous propaganda | 3.600, with another 400 ¢ xpected to 
agency under Der. Johnson rise before the end of the year. 
Cowdin arrived here Monday | Attendance is good and the drive- 
(22) but hasn't been sworn in vet.! in Ops are putting in bids for first-! 
Also uncertain is his salary ctaius run product in increasing num- 
Under the old setup he would | bers. according to the distribs. 
have gotten between $11,000 and| Occasionally, ozoners are ex- 
$12,000. He ver though he savs.| perimenting with widescreens. 
he intends to devote himself full-| One is said to be toving with the 
time to the new b, it is not cer-' idea of installing a removable 
tain whether he will draw a salary | widescreen, 
or w! er he will be a S1l-a-vear ‘ ig lial 
man. Under the new super gr. 


to be created in the information 


livision, he could gt $15. T ° ° 
— en oe S| 62 ee ee ee 
John G. McCarthy, former v.p Attorney Louis Nizer will appear 
in charge of the international @ivi-;in) N. Y. Federal Court today 
sion of the Motion Picture Assn.!‘Wed.) to argue a move for d 
of America, is due here today ; Missal of the long-pending antitrust 
(Wed.) for talks with Johnson. Me- | Suit instituted by the Mayfair The- 
Carthy reportedly has been offered aire, Hillside, N. J, 
the position of assistant super- 
visor of all media under Johnson 


Nizer Tries to Squash 


All distribs are defendants in the 


faction, It charges restraint of 


| tion there seems to be methods 


| der of business. 
litigation.” | 


| The Goodbody 


cnowl- 8) that the ble additional | . |; : : 
ere (3) that the problem of saditenes | istic regarding a partnership with | 


| Yiage can be arranged.” With this 








‘Philly Exhib’s $330,000 
Suit Claims ‘Conspiracy’ 


Philadelphia, June 23. 
Percy Friedman, operator of the 


Tix Tilt 


Continued from page 3 

















There are indications that a gen- 


‘eral price rise for all theatres may | Suburban Yeadon Theatre, filed 
soon be forthcoming as more and | suit for $330,000 triple damages in | 


more theatres switch to the new! U.S. District Court against 15 ma- 
dimensions. |jor film producers and distribu- 
sani xhi fs regarding|tors, charging y” 
FP 9 Tig Ry ll ies ad, | maintaining illegally an unfair re- 
missions, theatremen agree that | leasing system. 
theatre price hikes have lagged! Friedman named the nearby 
substantially behind those of other | Waverly Staniey Warner Theatre, 
industries. For instance, Allied of| in Drexel Hill, Penn., along with 
Western Pennsylvania has pro-| other houses in the vicinity, which 
duced some figures to show that} he averred got product seven days 
taking 1939 as a base, the cost of | after the key run, reducing Yea- 
food has increased 132.2%, the | don to a subsequent run. Plaintiff 
cost of house furnishings 105%,| asks that defendants be compelled 
clothing 102.3%, fuel 47.6%, rent|to license pictures to Yeadon on 
42.6% and theatre equipment and | fair and undiscriminatory terms no 
supplies 98.6%. later than 42 days after the end 
The Independent Theatre Own- | Of the Philadelphia first run. 
ers of Ohio, in relaying these fig- ET 


ures to its membership, advises: 08, it 
Exhibs Squawk 








“You know what your admission 
charges are and can use these fig- 
ures to justify any permanent in- 
crease in admissions.” 

ITOO notes that film-goers are | 
becoming increasingly aware of 
price changes and that, when 
patrons call a theatre, they ask the 
price of an attraction when in-| 
quiring what is playing. Although 
presenting a case for admission 
price boosts, exhibs are careful 
to point out that certain price cuts, 
at times, may be advantageous, It 
indicates that certain theatres cut | 
children’s prices every summer, a| 
move that pays off at the b.o. as|,.: ; , 
well as in community goodwill. | biz was in the theatres. Latter point 


|} he also made some months back in 
turning down Skiatron’s request for 
| demonstration pix. 


Wall Street | Asked his view on subscription 


; 
'———— _ Continued from page 5 erecon, mented last 
| 











to make it practical. 

| Skouras thought that pix, after 
they'd played the first runs, might 
conceivably go to subscription TV. 


who would pay to see such product. 
“After ail, for a man to pay for 
what up to now he had gotten for 
free, the programs offered would 


is getting now,” he added. Skouras 





week that it was 
largely a matter of the industry’s 
future economic course. If the cur- 
jrent innovations set the business 
back on the road to prosperity, toll 
TV has little attraction, he asserted. 
; If the decline continues, however, 

The Goodbody report, said to be another source of income might 
based on investigations on the | well hold strong appeal. He added 
Coast, says: “From all the hulla-|¢hat it was futile to speculate on 
baloo about 3-D that we have been | subscription-TV methods until the 
hearing, we expected to find Hol- | Federal Communications Commis- 
Iywood talking of nothing else. Ac- | sion has given the basic idea its 
tually the top topic of conversa- | approval. 


a liquidation or merger of some 
filmeries within the next few years, 
“but there are units in the industry 
which have the know-how and re- | 
sources needed for survival.” 








“conspiracy” by} 


|‘ Continued from page 4 Qa | 


have to change viewers too much | 


In the same breath he wondered | 


1ave to be a Jot better than what he | 


emphasized that the future of the | 


| TV, another company topper com- | 














of saving money. Strange as it 
must feel to most film-makers, 
frugality has become the first or- | 
Some, we sus- | 
pect, are trying to salvage as much 
as they can before stepping out 
of the picture business, but most 
are fighting for survival by as 
ruthless an economy program as 
the industry has ever seen.” 


Exhibs Irked 


a=—a—===as Continued from page 3 











exhib complaints could be allevi- 
ated by stricter D. of J. super- 
vision. Starr particularly empha- 
| sized that additional legislation 
niger | waS unnecessary and that present 

he ag _letter indicates | jaws, adequately enforced, were 
. be yg tr ee aa ee Aa | sufficient to meet exhib beefs. My- 
sroduction people are sold on it Deer's presented to the committee m 

de acai Ue aaiies cule Gia whole batch of exhib complaints, 
° ; wore Se : | many of which, he noted, were 


“most are eager to cash in on it.” | ignored or not followed up 
Brokerage firm is more optim | Officials : 


TV. It feels that the time is not 


; ear befo ; Ss , 
too distant “before a suitable mar- | 4 before the solons, but won a 


| partment was undergoing reorgani- 
zation under the new administra- 
tion and needed more time to 


| marriage, the Goodbody firm sees 
a revitalization of the motion pic- 
ture industry. Among film issues 
,; recommended by Goodbody are 
Paramount, Technicolor, Loew's 
and Universal. 





Later the department's suggestion 
that it would enter a report rather 
than testify was accepted by the 
— Senate committee without argu- 


| -GOMPO S - | ment. Report still has not been 


submitted and the committee's 
aa continued from page 4 








overall summation of the probe re- 
portedly awaits the D. of J.’s 
views. 





, mands, is reportedly fearful of the 
| Senate tacking on a rider extend- 
ing the profits tax if any excise 
tax measure is presented to the 
Senate. 

If a compromise can be reached 
on the profits tax, it’s felt that the \7PpAA turn thumbs down on the 
industry tax bill can be entered ‘pilot, or should ABC fail to exer- 
without running into a series Of | ¢jse its option, the initialer Will be 
| riders. In addition, it’s noted that scrapped and all rights revert to 
if any assurance can be had that | WpAA. ; 
the Senate would not add amend-| Selection of 
ments to the film bill, the chances series, tentatively titled ‘“Hollvy- 
of its getting out of the House wood Parade.” will be jointly by 
committee would be immeasurably | ABC and the MPAA. with the as- 
improved. sociation agreeing to name a liai- 

Meanwhile, Texas exhibs, in an son man on the Coast. ABC will 
effort to spotlight need for elimi- pay for his services during the 
nation of the tax, are making out series. , 
their current taxes pavable to the Should the project fail to come 
Director of Internal Revenue and off. MPAA can keep the pilot with 
sending it directly to their the understanding that, should an- 
Congressmen Accompanying the other similar series be aired over 
checks are letters outlining the another web, ABC would be reim- 
distress of their own situations bursed for out-of-pocket expenses 
showing how much they have left incurred in connection with the 
after shelling out the tax coin. The | film. MPAA also agrees that, in 
| procedure, it’s acknowledged, “will case of a cancellation of the agree- 
; confuse the routine of the Treasury | ment after the series has been on 

Dept. and your Congressman, but | for a while, ABC will have the 














MPAA to OK. 


ee COrtinued from page 7 








it will focus immediate and full! right to first bid on any new series | 


He had also been offered Cowdin’s | trade in licensing of pix to the | attention of the whole Congress for a one-year period following the 


job, but had turned it down. j Mayfair and its competitors. 


on our problem.” , cancellation, 


of the Justice Dept. | 
were originally scheduled to ap- | 


| delay on the ground that the de- | 


study the film industry situation. | 


excerpts for the} 











20th Splurges 
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would assume a lot of properties 
which we otherwise would have 
had to discard,” Skouras stated. 

| Earlier last week, Lichtman also 
i/had endorsed the Goldstein ar- 
rangement, “because it may take 
some time for the small houses to 
convert. Until they do, they’! 
need product.” Lichtman further 
predicted a $20,000,000 gross fi 
“The Robe” in its first 1,000 en- 
gagements and an eventual world. 
wide recordbreaking gross exceed. 
ing that scooped up by “Gone With 
the Wine.” which took in $35,000 - 
000. (“GWTW” so far has grossed 
$27,000,000 in the domestic market 
alone.) 

“The Robe” is skedded to open 
a few days before Labor Day in 
iN. Y¥Y. and moves on to other prin- 
cipal cities two or three weeks 
later. 

Altogether, about 190 houses will 
be playing the CinemaScope pic by 
ithe end of November. Lichtman, 
iin announcing that the entire Fa- 
| mous Players Canadian circuit had 
submitted a “firm order’ for 
CinemaScope equipment, said more 
than 4.000 orders were now on 
hand. CinergaScope installations 
are currently being made at the 
|rate of eight to 10 a week; 256 
| CinemaScope camera lenses will 
be available by August, and screen 
production is being stepped up to 
the point where 900 a month will 
be available by August. 

Expect 3,000 Lenses 

CinemaScope lens production is 

ahead of schedule with 3,000 pro- 
jection lenses to be available by 
the end of this year. Lichtman dis- 
‘closed that 20th had invested $650,- 
000 to get Bausch & Lomb to re- 
tool for CinemaScope lens grind- 
ing. According to Skouras, 20th 
expects 1,500 to 2,000 houses in 
the U. S. and 500 abroad to be 
CinemaScope-equipped by the end 
of this year. By the end of 1954 
there shoypld be 10,000 theatres in 
this country and 5,000 houses 
abroad ready to book Cinema- 
i} Scope pix, of which 20th has cur- 
'rently skedded 19. 
| Skouras emphasized that, with 
ithe exception of “The Robe,” 20th 
| had no intention of making dupli- 
cate standard versions of its Cine- 
;maScope pix. It’s his belief that 
| enough houses will be equipped to 
insure 20th its profits, and that the 
rest of the situations would be in 
ino particular hurry, since, what 
with long runs, it would take a 
long time for the first Cinema- 
Scope productions to percolate 
down to them. 














| Foreign Pix 
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ally is the fault of American dis- 
tribs trying to keep them out. 

Small outfits releasing foreign 
pix here complain that a good 
many of their normal outlets now 
are booking offbeat Hollywood 
pix. Also, arties are beginning to 
buy films of their own to avoid the 
first-run bidding in N. Y. Latest 
in line are Trans-Lux Theatres 
with “Anapurna” and Norman EI- 
son Embassy chain. Recently re- 
turned from Europe, Ejison bid 
there on a number of pix. 

Indie execs admit that quality 
of European productions has not 
been impressive, but they say the 
| real change has taken place in the 
‘audience here. “Perhaps Holly- 
wood was right, after all, in stick- 
,ing to escapist stuff.”’ one indie 
commented ruefully this week. 


y Wildcat Strike 
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is unfair, since the increase then 
can’t be passed on. 

Newsreel execs mapped emer- 
gency measures in N. Y. last Friday 
(19) to forestall disruption of reel 
delivery, should the strike continue 
through Monday night, which is 
makeup night. It was decided to 
form a pool reel. Latter was taken 
}to the Coast Saturday (29) by 
Movietone makeup editor Harry 
Lawrenson. Had the walkout con- 
tinued, prints would have been 
processed by Coast labs. 

As it happened, Movietone did 
rush out a special clip covering the 
East Berlin anti-Russian riots from 
the Coast. Total of 620 clips was 
shipped. Material had been re- 
ceived in N. Y. too late for inclu- 
) sion in the pool reel. 
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side Stuff—Pictures 


Motion Picture Assn. of America “fact book” on the international 
pix market will be completed: and ready for distribution to the com- 
panies within three weeks. Compilation of data, giving «-onomic and 








other background on every foreign territory, represents we first con- | 
certed attempt to give MPAA member companies a convenient refer- | 
ence book on any given trading area abroad. Information so far had | 
heen largely scattered in the MPAA files. Project is being brought | 


in well ahead of schedule, which originally didn’t call for it to be 
finished until the end of this year. MPAA staffers in N. Y., Washington 
and abroad worked on it under the supervision of Ralph Hetzel, MPAA 
» p. Book will be kept up-to-date, to keep pace with rapidly changing 
* litions in the foreign market. It will not be made generally avail- 


Universal for its international sales 
Company put out a 20-page newspaper 


Unusual stunt was pulled by 

nvention in Rome recently. 
in Rome, telling delegates all about U, its plans and its execs 
rowing the masthead of the Rome Daily News, the paper carried stories 
in 20 different languages, each page being devoted to a different coun- 
trv and the U story there. Copies are being mailed to exhibs every- 
where. Alfred E. Daff, U exec v 
hotel in Rome saw the U men reading the issue, they swamped the 
newsdesk in the lobby with inquiries where they might buy “the new 
movie paper.” 


Metro is taking no chances on its dip into CinemaScope production. 
Studio now is shooting “Knights of the Round Table” in the Cinema- 


Scope process and will shortly start “Rose Marie” in the 20th-Fox 
system. In each case, however, Metro is also shooting conventionally 
This hypos the budget, of course, but it gives the Culver lot both a 
CinemaScope and a “‘flat’’ version of the films. Twentieth did the 
same thing on “The Robe,” its initial CinemaScope film, with the flat 
aT in earmarked for church and 16m showings. Since then. however 


290th has been shooting in CinemaScope only. 


“ 





Picture production slowdown has had the anticipated effect on the | 


ranks of Hollywood screenwriters, with assignments at an all-time low 
Only 135 scribes currently are working at the majors, and of this 
number 43 are contract writers. In the last three months, the majors 
dropped 10 other contract writers. Metro leads the list with 32 writers 
working, 20th-Fox and Columbia have 26 each, Paramount has 18. 
Republic 12, UI 10, RKO seven and Warners four. 








| See Longer Runs | 
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or wrong, but at least we aren‘’t,;income from the first 1,000 en 
confused. We know where we are} gagements of a film; 70° from 
going,” Daft said. 13,000 engagements, and almost 


James Mulvey, Goldwyn Produc- 90% from about 5,000 dates. Thus, 
tions prexy, is one of those who | While the distribs are naturally 
feel that what's happening now is |Concerned over the 
strictly temporary. “We are in an ply of the smaller Situations that 
interim period. Anything might | ™ay not be In a position to con- 
happen. The one thing we do vert speedily to the new medium, 
know is that the companies can't | they are at the same time unwill- 
turn out as many films in the new |!08 to tailor their economic poli- 
medium as they did in the old.|CieS to a market most of them 
That condition may last, and then could, theoretically at least, do 
again it may not,” he said. | without. 

Ditch 2d-Raters It’s felt by some that, should the 


ae * | jer er . aterializa 
In the opinion of Seymour Poe, hope of longer runs mate rialize, 
the majors may well serve their 


the product shortage will make | own omens and stick th the 
itself felt in midsummer, but the | -04 a ae * ; mice WER te 
lull is strictly temporary. He feels | T®@UC€@ Skeads, accenting impor- 


| tant productions. Such a policy is 











ly . » , - i¢ | 
oat cn the pee Rea Rgecl eo seen as doing away with double | 
ways play something”) but the|f¢atures, a move many consider 
U. S. rights distribs who'll be left highly desirable. 

without pix. Poe thinks it'd be! —_ 

a good thing for the majors to ie ie 
ditch production of second-rate Berlin Pic Fata 


teatures. 

Feeling that widescreen is bound 
to create much longer runs and 
that, for some time to come, there | ducers for the best films of 1952. 
will not be any need for as many |It was significant, however, that 
pix has have been lensed in the the oratory did not follow the nor- 
past, is widespread among dis-| mal fulsome theme, but dealt with 
tribs, and to an extent also among | the struggle for freedom “which is 
exhibs. Latter group is more apt _ taking place in our city.” As a 
to cite the need for quality before | tribute to the East Berliners who 
Boing along with that theory. 

It's pointed out that the trend | with e ¢ 
toward fewer pix concerns the night audience was invited to 
theatres more than it does the dis- | Stand for a moment's meditation. 


tribs, who can show a profit from | Although the mood of the speak- 
comparatively few situations. Al ers was hardly conducive to estab- 
atmosphere of gaiety, 


Lichtman, 20th director of sales, | lishing an 











Continued from page 2 


the Russians, 


pointed out last week that he the audience soon became absorbed 
hoped “The Robe’ ’would clean up|in the initial screening. “Bad 
With a $20,000,000 gross from its! and the Beautiful” (M-G), was 
Hirst 1,000 engagements. {shown simultaneously in two thea- 


Skouras, while refusing to align! tres (one VIP, the other for the 
himself with those who hold that public), with two repeats the fol- 
a large-scale closing up of the-| lowing day. 
aires is inevitable (if not outright; The two British pix had their 
Cesirable', pointed out that 20th | festival preems by the weekend. 
and other distribs get 40% of their! Renown’s “Pickwick Papers” on 
Friday (19) was followed by Brit- 











eee . | ish Lion’s “Captain's Paradise” 

y ¥ Sunday (21). “Member of the 
New York Theatres | Wedding” (Col) was allotted an 
oes (| afternoon date on Saturday with 








|the peak evening screening going 
to an Egyptian film, “Lak Yom Ya 
Zalem.” This had to compete 
however, with a German version of 


‘een CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 


“DANGEROUS WHEN WET” 




















7 Spain and Germany. The only 
"The English-language pic skedded for 
today (Tues.) is “Shane” (Par) 








due to be screened at the Europa- 


Palast tonight. It is one of two 

F films scheduled for this theatre 
rom290 we | since the main festival center is 
Fathoms & ithe Gloria-Palast (rebulit since 
ithe war), with the Marmorhaus 





RAM OUN T mewgterwe opposite to handle the overflow. 


Bor- | 


p., says that when people at the | 


product sup- | 


|had lost their lives in the clashes | 
the opening | 


“Moon Is Blue,.”” which was fea- 

ESTHER WILLIAMS - FERNANDO LAMAS tured at an arena theatre at the 
IACK CARSON oe | 

color by TECH MICOLOR @ An M-G-M Picture Yesterday (Mon.) w as given 

plus SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION | over to entries from the Continent, | 


including films from France, Italy, | 














SW-Cinerama 











== Continued from page 5 ==! 


has remained quietly on the side- 
lines up to now, is reportedly caus- 
ing some of the delay. 


manding additional concessions in 
exchange for an amendment in its 
}contract with Cinerama_ Produce- 
tions, Deal, currently in force, is a 
five-year one, with Cinerama, Inc 
receiving 10 of the gross from 
‘xhibition. SW, which will enter 
production as well as operate thea- 
seeking a two-year exten- 
sion of the arrangement until 1958 


tres, 1s 


SW also would acquire the 700,- 
000 owned by Cinerama 
Inc., which, in effect, would 
the theatre outfit a 35 control of 
the equipment company. Price SW 
| would shell out for the stock is still 

unclear. However, the stock, an 
over-the-counter security, is cur- 
lrently selling for 27.. 
Shareholders Oppose? 


While it has been indicated in 
the past that the okay of Cinerama 
Productions stockholders would be 
a mere formality, because the com- 
pany was a closed corporation with 
the stock in only a few hand 
that there 
shareholder opposition 


Shares 


Rive 


there 


are reports BML be 


Ome 
there were about 20 
tockholders, with about a $50,000 
each. During the last vear, 
numerous shares have filtered out 


Originally, 


stake 


' 
Cinerama, Inc., is said to be de- | 


"| Ozoners Boom in Canada With 112 


Operating, 24 Building, Sez Golden 


Washington, June 23, 





The drive-in theatre has caught 
on in Canada and is beginning to 
multiply there at a fast clip, re 
ports Nathan D. Golden, director 
of the Commerce Department film 
division. In 1947, that country had 


Trans-Lux, Mayer's U.S. 
Rights on ‘Annapurna’ Pic 
In a switch on usual procedure, 


Trans-Lux Theatres and Arthur 
Maver have acquired the television 


1s well as U.S. British and Cana only seven ozoners, There are now 
Ss » as . riuls an i ‘ 
dian 35m and 16m theatrical rights 112 operating, with a total capac- 
bi “Annapurn cn ~~ ae h rade ity of about 50,000 autos. In addi- 
i rna ‘rench-made pa : 
> . “ons tio 

mountain-climbing pic Deal in- | tO" 24 are under con truction 
volvcd a flat sum and another 20 are planned for 
( t(U ¢« « 

this year 

Only prior pic taken on. by ; sin ; 

Trans-Lux and Mayer was “Seven rhe operating drive-ins are lo- 
Davs to Noon.” which eventually Cated as follows: 52 in Ontario, 17 
iso ended up on TV. However, 19 British Columbia, 16 in Sas- 
lrans-Lux merely owned a clear-| Katchewan, 12 in Alberta, and the 
ance waiver on the film and not Other 15 scattered through Mant- 
the video rights toba, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 

and Prince Edward Island. There 


are none in Quebec or Newfound- 


land 


No Quick D. of J. Decision Golden explains that “the drive- 
Due on SW-Cinerama Buy in layout, technical equipment and 


supplemental attractions, closely 
the U.S. pattern, The aver- 
wadian ozoner accommodates 
00 cal and plays to about 


Washington, June 23 follow 
several otYicials must 


the Justice Dept 


Because ape ( 


studv the matter about 


will hardly be in a position to hand , 200,000 persons a season, Admis 
down a quick decision on the re-| ston costs are about the same as 
quest of the Stanley Warner The-} second-run downtown — theatres. 
atre circuit to buy into Cinerama, | Howeve some exhibitors are 
a Justice spokesman indicated last | charging a flat rate of $1 per car, 


regardless of number of passen- 


week 


ind there are now approximately Department must pass on two! gers 
200 stockholders important phases before the deal “Continuing new construction is 
After a year, closed corporation can be consummated Both call evidence of the almost-boom cone 
| stock can be traded and some)! ‘f°r amendments to the Warper | ditions prevailing. The question is 
brokerage firms have been han- | @Mtitrust decree which affects the | how long the expansion of facill- 
diing the issue. Original capitaliza- | *eatre chain as well as the studio. | ties can continue in view of Cana- 
tion of Cinerama Productions was| First. SW is enjoined from dis-/| dian population and special loca- 
1,000,000 shares at $5 per share tributing pictures without court | tion problems peculiar to outdoor 
Later stockholders received two | 4Pproval. ; exhibition. Zoning restrictions and 
\shares for each one held as the! . Second, to provide a full nation-| government regulations with re- 


capitalization was upped to $2,000.- | 


000, with the value of each share at 
$2.50. 

Curious aspect of the stock- 
holder relations is complete ab- 
sence of C. V, Whitney, a forme 
official and holder of 10,500 shares 
Since Whitney resigned, when his 
offer to take over the company was 
turned down, he has not made any 
appearance nor offered any views, 
although he maintained his stock- 
holdings. Whether Whitney and his 
supporters will go along with the 
SW deal, if concluded, is still un 


certain. 
| M&L | 
| 
spite the blasts, a queue was evi- 


Continued from 
,dent this morning trying to pur 
non-existent tickets for the 





page 


chase 
M&L show. 

Incident started after Martin & 
| Lewis put on one of their %» per- 


formances and Lewis was trying to | 


jthank the audience. While the 
/comic was speaking, the cateall 
came, and the audience kept yell- 


it seemed as though they were tell- 
ing Lewis to remain quiet. As a re- 
| sult of the audience trying to make 
amends to the pair, the crowd kept 
velling “We love you, Jerry,” and 
windup came after the traditional 
“God Save the Queen” when for 
ithe first time in history the au- 
| dience continued to applaud 
Parnell stated that the heckler 
disappeared, otherwise “he would 


have been torn apart by the au- 
dience.” 
They Killed the Kilties 


Glasgow, June 23 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 


= : 
laim to be choosey about their film 


istories from now on. Lewis told 
| Variety: “We will choose’ our 
stories instead of having ‘em 
chosen for us. We will do ‘em 
our way and will only release one 
jevery 18 months.” Duo head back 
lto Coast in fall for an indie pro- 


duction. 

At press confab, Lewis explained 
the difference between himself and 
Martin thus: “I’m Jewish, with a 
theatrical! background, and I have 
to show my emotions Dean is 
Italian, from a tough steel town in 
Ohio, where it's supposed to be 
sissy to show what you feel. So 
he covers it up and pretends never 
lto be serious or nervous. But we 
both think the same way 

Comics were nonplussed by 
strength and warmth of their Scot 
welcome, saying they've never be- 
fore encountered audience re- 
faction so good. Stagedoor is 
|mobbed nightly by shouting fans, 
} dispersed with difficulty by police. 


without court approval. 


ing for the heckler to shut up and | 


al circuit for Cinerama exhibition, | spect to highway proximity are al- 


SW would have to acquire the-| ready causing problems to opera- 
atres in a number of key cities! tors seeking sites in the more pops 
where the chain doesn't have ulous areas.” 

|houses. The decree prohibits ac- | 





quisitions of additional theatres 


| Disney Pay | 


tm Continued from 











Grand Jury oe 


page I 


pair, the complaint said, were 
members of the board up to Feb. 3 


| 


‘ontinued from 


1953 

union and its secretary-treasurer, Action attacked Disney’s salary 
Edward O'Donnell. and expenses, asked that the ex- 

Indicating how truck has_ be isting employment contract be ren- 
come an important item in legit! qered invalid. and that the court, 
operating expense, recent move Of | after stopping payment to Disney, 
“The Love of Four Colonels” from) obtain an accounting of all con- 
the Shubert Theatre to the next-| tracts issued since 1940 
door Broadhurst, N. Y., cost the 


Melancon, who owns 500 shares 
'of common stock, said that Disney 
was given a seven year contract as 
executive productions manager in 
1940 at $2,000 per week plus ex- 
| penses. Pact was not renewed upon 
expiration, the suit charged, but 
Disney earned $99,200 in 1947, 
$106,000 in 1948, $104,000 in 1949, 
| $104,000 in 1950 and at least $104,- 
{000 in 1951 
| 


Disney has been either board 


producers $4,500 

Assistant Attorney General Stan- 
ley N. Barnes, in charge of the 
D. of J.’s Antitrust Division, stated 
yesterday annual volume of busi 
, ness racked up by the defendants 
amounts to $2,000,000. He added 
“their alleged conduct also affect- 
ed the televising of theatrical and 
|advertising performances, which 
amounts to many millions of dol- 
lars annually.” : 

Atty.-Gen. Herbert Brownell, Jr., chairman or president at all times 
| commented: “It is hoped that the | Since 1940, the suit contended, and 
return of this indictment will serve | the cartoon topper, his wife Lil- 


to indicate that labor unions may , lian, his brother Roy and the lat- 
engage in legitimate union actiy- ters wife Edna, own 51°% of the 
ities, but may not join with busi- stock and control the corporation, 
ness groups to enforce monopolis- | 4S @ result of which there 1s no 

possibility that a board member 


tic agreements, which serve to re- 
would bring suit 


strict competition among non- 

labor organizations.” This was in Melancon charved that Disney's 
reference to the charge that the new contract, signed April 6, 1953, 
companies and Local 817 joined in) names him executive producer for 
a system of allocating custoine! even years at $3,000 per week, 
among themselves. and allows him to participate in 


theatre releases and indulge 
It also gives 


other 
in outside production 














him an option to buy 25° of any 
AFTRA Suspend Disney Productions feature. Plain- 
tiff asked that this be declared a 
ae Continued from page |} corporation asset and not a per- 
union, Claude McCue, exec secre- sonal asset. He also charged that 
tary. said. , Walter Disney, Inc., pays Disney 
Libby Burke, Shimen Ruskin | Productions $30,000 annually for 
and Murray Wagner were found, the use of the name. Common 
guilty of violating a resolution stock hasn't paid a divvy since 
adopted by the AFTRA member- 1947, he added. 
ship, ordering members to cooper- : 
ate with the House Committee. A 
fourth, Jody Gilbert, was not 
called before the AFTRA board,|| BROADWAY ANGELS, 


because she is reported to be ill 

AFTRA board, after a five-and- 
one-half-hour session, gave the 
trio a June 23, 1954, deadline for 
testifying freely before the House | 
Committee and AFTRA regarding 
their past or present Communist 
party associations. 

Refusal by trio to comply with | 
the order means automatic expul- | 
sion in a year. AFTRA board had | 
lengthy hearings oa the case June | 
8 and June 15, at which the trio} 
presented arguments protesting the | 
union resolution regarding coop- | 
j eration with the committee. \ 


INC. 
Common Stock 
Price 50¢c a Share 


Consult your broker or write 
or phone for a prospectus to 


BROADWAY ANGELS, INC. 


29 W. 65th St., New York 23 
TRafaigar 4-1815 
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Clins From Film Row 
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! it no longer operates in the black. heat wave over weekend. ‘Scared 
j Ind. | Stiff’ at Indiana and “Beast From 


NEW YORK 


Paul Swater, formerly manager | 
Loew's Kameo, transferred to Mel- | 


ba. Brooklyn, just reopened. 
Samuel Goldwyn homeoffice un- 
dergoing facelifting Goldwyn com- 
any occupies half a floor in the 
iKO Bldgs 


ST. LOUIS 


Shortly after Fanchon & Marco 


announced it ould take bids fot 
new ovoner near Granite City, IIl., 
jhe Komm Circuit of St. Louis and 
Miners Theatre Collinsville, I! 
made public plans for a new 


ovoner near same town 

Harry Fryer named manage! of 
the new ozoner near Rantoul, IIL., 
lighted by the Kerasotes Theatres, 
Springfield, I 

Don toads. manager of the 
McLean. MeLeansboro, fl unit 
of the Pirtle Amus. Co., resigned 


ic enter other biz; replaced by 


Byron Lasswell 
Andy Dietz. who heads Andy 
Dietz Enterprises and Co-Opera- 
e Theatres, convalescing after 


aos 
piajyol thi} 


KANSAS CITY 


Special permit for a drive-in 


east of Independence, Mo., which | 


was pranted over two years ago 
but in litigation since, was denied 
by a ruling of the K.C. Court of 


January of 1951 to James E, Fort- 
meyer, Levasy, Mo. Property 
sought by Fortmeyer is zoned for 


apriculture with a maximum | 


height for buildings of 35 feet 
Screen planned for ozoner would 
have been 74x64 fet. 

Senn Lawler, publicity director 
for Fox Midwest Amusement Corp., 
elected chairman of 1954 polio cam- 
paign at annual meeting of the 
Jackson county chapter of National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 


Fox Midwest Theatres has start-| / 


ed an extensive program of week- 
ly film showings’ for school chil- 
dren in 14 of its houses here. Each 
Wednesday morning for 12 weeks, 
circuit) will present a picture 
drawn from the nationally-recog- 
nized Children’s” Film Library 
Series is sponsored and approved 
by public and parochial Parent- 
Teacher Assn’'s. of Kansas City. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Mel Fox, indie exhib, plans to | 


convert his Bridgeton, N. J., drive- 
in into year-round use. Ozoner 
will be first in that part of state 
with summer-winter hookup . 

Stanley Warner sold the Colney 
Theatre to Jacobs Safeway Corp. 
for $135,000. Tlouse will be con 
verted to commercial use 


David Law resigned as WB cash- | 
ier to go with Republic as office | 


nanager-booker; F. J. Herm suc-| 
manager-booker; J |} named Harry 


ceeds Law. 


Stiefel-B *c hai t 7" 
tiefel-Blumberg chain sold the '$1.500 a week to become a motor- 


Louis, and years 


Academy Theatre. 


Stanley Warner's Felton Thea- | 


tre shuttered after a try at week- 
end operation. The SW Keystone 
changed to weekend runs. 


The Stanton, SW first-run house, | 
, Business Like 


putting in 3-D equipment, stereo- 
phonic sound and widescreen, 
Polly Bergen, star of “Arena,” 


in town to exploit 3-D rodeo film | gal ir in ‘Hollywood. 


set for the Stanley July 3. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


For fourth successive season, 
Giace Presbyterian church holding 
Sunday morning services at subur- 
ban 7-Hi driveins. 

North Central Allied scheduled 
yegional meetings for Fargo and 
Minot. N. D., and Marshall and 
Duluth, Minn., for August and 


September to discuss new projec. | 


tion types and film buying. 
Bill Elson, one-time VARIETY 


mugg and now Los Angeles resi- | 


dent, here to look over his terri- 
tory theatre holdings. 


Tom Letcher, Metro exploiteer | 


here. resigned to join Twin Cities 
WMIN-TV in publicity and = ad 
capacity, 

North Central Allied rallying 
members to continue fight for fed- 
eral 20° admilssion tax repeal. 


RKO on competitive bids sold 


“Peter Pan” away from Paramount 
circuit’s local Uptown to indepen- 
dent St. Louis Park for first nabe 
pre-release date, 


CHICAGO 


Family Drive-In, Clinton, ll.. 
suspended operations for repairs 


efter having been hit by a twister 


Harry Sears of Metro promoted 
to Minneapolfs office in charge of 


publicity. 


Judge Julius Hoffman set Thea- 
y Operating Co. hearing for July 


Fox Wisconsin shuttered 40-yvear- 


old Styvand in ‘Milwaukee : because 








of H&E Balaban Des Plaines. § 


‘f, made relief manager for en- 


} , reopened for 
weekend operation 


Cinerama ad-pub- 


Crippled Children. 


ALBANY 


» Albany Variety Club golf 
Appeals. The permit was issued in | championship 


Country Club course. 


WINNIPEG 


benefited Canadian 


donated use of the house, 
| mitted cuffo screening of “T 
i projectionists, 


tributed services gratis. 





men as a community effort 
} neighborhood 


| opened by W Pilkie and his son, 





Showman 
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Wellington (Duke) Cross 
i walked out on sho 
| got himself a good job with a cos- 
manufacturer i 
Then there was a lad 


oi 


cycle cop in St. 
later I heard he 
of the vice squad, 


and still later i 
valiants did not 


Show Business.” 
One a, J hear that my Chicago 


She was the fa- 


He took his lovely bride on a per- 
sonal appearance tour 
ix a day soured him so they | 
That was 20 vears ago. 


were both patients in a Valley hos- 
He was in for major surgery 
Blood Presh 
We were together for six 
‘s, cutting up touches and hav- 
His faithful wife | 
. day in and day 


and I was Mr. 


ing a hg ae peng 


Came the day he was discharged 
'and when he left he urged me to 


'was a little cottage in West L. A. 
ini round the cabin 
, a home made out of. dreams. 
was a top man 
where he had 
At his peak he 
was a $1,500 a week man, 
| Was getting a fraction of that, 
_he told me he was 10 times hap- 
ier than he had ever been in his | 
He's known as Harry Mesmer, 
He had forgot- 


I learned that 
at Douglas Aircraft, 


He never had it so good. 


He personally hopes 
he has seen and heard the last of 


dering about him now you know, 


| ‘BEAST’ BOFF $13,000, 
INDPLS; ‘STIFF’ 1326 


Indianapolis, June 23. 


First-run biz here this stanza is 


best in two months despite record 


20.00 Fathoms” at Circle are 


running close for top money. | 
“Arena,” Loew’s first 3-D, is only | 


fair, handicapped by street being 
closed for repaving. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) 2,800 
50-76) — “Beast From 20,000 
Fathoms” (WB) and “Cow Coun- 
try’ ‘tAA) Hot $13,000 Last 
week, “Split Second” (RKO) and 
“Queen Is Crowned” (U), $7,000 

Indiana ‘C-D) (3,200; 50-76)— 
“Scared Stiff’ (Par). Solid $13.- 
500 Last week, “Powder River” 
(20th) and “Invader From Mars” 
(Indie), $9,000. 

Loew’s ‘Loew’s) (2,427; 65-90) 
“Arena” (WB) and “Luxury Girls” 
(UA). Moderate $10,000 Last 
week, “Scandal at Scourie” (M-G) 
and “Slight Case of Larceny” 
(M-G), $8,500 at 50-76c scale 

Lyric ‘C-D) ‘1,600; 50-76)—‘An- 
gel Face” (RKO) and “White God- 
dess” ‘Indie). So-so $5,000. Last 
week, not ‘operating as a first-run. 


DENVER 


Continued from page 13) 


| Last week, “Scared Stiff” (Par) 
re-In ‘now dark) at Pottersville, | ° - 


deal to take | (2d wk), $8,000 
, 3 a » take 


Denver (Fox) (2,525: 50-85) — 
“Lone Hand” (‘(U) and ‘White 


| Lightning’ (AA). Light $10,006 


Last week, “Came From Outer 


| Space” (U), $19,000. 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 50-8) — 
“Lone Hand” (U) and “White 


| Lightning” (AA). Thin $2,000. Last 


week, “Came from Outer Space” 


'(U), $4,000. 


North Drive-In (Wolfberg) (750 
cars; 85)—“Column South” (U) and 
“Black Narcissus” (U) (reissue). 
Fair $5,500. Last week, “Girl Next 
Door” (20th) and “Road House” 
(20th) (reissue), $7,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,525; 50-85)— 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB) and “Rebel City” (AA). Good 
$15,000 or near. Last week, ‘Fair 


Wind Java” (Rep) and “Lost! 


Women” (Indie), $6,500. 


Paramount (Wolfberg) (2.200; 50- | 


85) — “Column South” (U) and 
“Black Narcissus” (U) (reissue). 
Good $11,500. Last week, “Girl 
Next Door” (20th) and “Road 
House” (20th) ‘reissue), $14,000. 
Tabor ‘Fox) (1,967: 50-85) — 
“Woman They Almost Lynched” 
(Rep) and “Perilous Journey” 


|(Rep). Fair $6,000. Last week, 
|*Raiders Seven Seas” (UA) and 


“Phantom from Space” (UA), same. 
Vogue ‘Pike) ‘600; 80-$1.20) 
“Queen Is Crowned” (U) (2d wk). 


| Still great at $5,000. Last week, 
| $8,000. . 





PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 13) 


_is also Penn's, but not lifting house 
;much out of its recent doldrums 
‘Looks only good $13,500. Last week, | 


“Dream Wife” (M-G), $8,000. 
Squirrel Hill (WB) (S00; 50-85)— 


'“Queen Is Crowned” (U) (2d wk). 


Real sizzler holding up, and house 
adding weekday matinees to ac- 
commodate crowds. Second Friday 
(19) was bigger than first; then 
came heat. Will probably top great 
$3.500. First week just missed 
$5,000, beating everything here 
since it became a nabe art house 
18 months ago with exception of 
Alee Guinness’ “Lavendar Hill 
Mob,” which played New Year's 
week. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800; 50-85)— 
“Beast From 20,000  Fathoms” 


(WB). Novelty thriller had a tre- 


mendous first two days, and then 
slipped when mercury began to 
soar. Even so, should hit $14.500. 
okay. Last week, “Scared Stiff” 
(Par), $15,400 in 8 days. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 50-85) — 
“Scared Stiff’ (WB) (m.o.). Here 
from Stanley and doing okay at 
$7,000. Last week, “Code Two” 


(M-G) and “Rogue's March” (M-G). | 


$3,000 in 5 days. 





ST. LOUIS ~ 


‘Continued from page 12) 


Big $12.000 or near after $16.000! 


first frame. 

Loew's Loew) 3.173; 90) — 
“Arena” (M-G) and “Slight Case 
Larceny” (M-G). Sock $20.000. 
Last week, “Dream Wife” ‘(M-G) 
and “Five Angles On Murder” 
(M-G), $14.500. 

Pageant ‘St. Louis Amus.) (1.000: 


90)\—""Man On Tightrope” (20th); 


(2d wk). Nice $4,000 following 
$5.500 initial session. 

St. Louis ‘St. L. Amus.) (4.000: 
60-75\—"“‘Beast From 20,000 Fath- 
oms” (WB). Fair $11,000 or near 


Last week, “Blue Gardenia’ (WB) | 


and “Karisas Pacific’ (AA), same 

Shady Oak ‘St. L. -Amus.) ‘800: 
90)\—“Tonight We Sing” (20th) 
3d wk). Good $3,500 after $4,000 


bserond stanza. 
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Warner Bros 


American Stock Exchange 


» =x 


Over-the-Counter Securities 
Color Corp. of Amer. 


Chesapeake Industries (Pathe) 


Walt Disney 


Amusement Stock Quotations 
(N.Y. Stock Exchange) 
For Week Ending Tuesday (23 ) 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net. 
High Low Close Change 
for week 
145% 14 14°%8 + 1 
4318 4114 4318 i 25% 
4212 41% 4212 +9 
14 1358 14 + 14 
95% 918 938 { 8 
42% 415% 421% 1% 
1134 1134 11°%* l4 
65% ti 65% 16 
2614 2538 2614 3 rm 
3012 2914 30° +] 
241% 23% 2378 4 
314 318 314 — 1% 
+ 3% 378 — 
3° 312 358 + & 
10° 1012 10° ~ 4 
ile 10% 11% t } 
1534 147s 1534 } 34 
16 1514 1578 } 4 
64 63 63 — 1% 
14 1312 137% 1 3% 
69°4 66 69'% +458 
13 1212 1258 | 3% 
312 314 38 — 
16\% 1548 16 | 5@ 
314 318 31% 
Bid Ask 
er ee 11% 135 |} 38 
cebeeenaee 278 3° — 
err err 334 334 — 
hed Wastes aa waa soe ee 41 43 —2 
sae Aaa 1134 +214 
Pe ne ee 7's 878 + diy 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 























Picture Grosses 











SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 12) 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; | 


$6,500 in 6 days. 


Andersen” | 
Nice $7,600. Last | 
week, $7,500. 


Last week, Meta 


Good $1,100. oe, we “4 ie 


‘Let Go’ Solid 556, Omaha; | 
‘Stiff’ Strong 106, 2d 


Omaha, June 23. 
two new bills this: week, | $1)—“Sangaree” (Par). Good $10.- 
| 000. Last week, “Fort Ti” ‘Col) (2d 


but biz is holding up. 
peratures are aiding matinee play 
The 2,100-seat 
Omaha of Tri-States, taken over by 
it “Good Nite Ladies” i 


“Never Let Me Go” shapes solid 





Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) 
“Pickup South Street” 


“Never Let Me Go” 
chanted Forest” , , 
“Abbott-Costello 
(U) and “Queen Is 





DETROIT 


‘Continued from page 13) 


Second week was great $8,000 
$11,000 opening round, | 
U nited Artists (UA) (1 938; 
—‘Scandal at Scourie” 
“Remains To Be Seen” 





“Girl Had Everything” «1 


Broadway Capitol (Korman) 
10-95)—"Column South” 


“Battles Chief | 


‘Cinerama Produc- | 
$1.40-$2.80)—' ‘Cine- | 
Holding | $12.000. Last week, “Scared Stiff” 
» | (Par) and “Vanquished” ‘Par) ‘3d 


|‘SANGAREE’ SOCK 106, 


PROV.; ‘SPACE’ 66, 2D 


Providence, June 23. 
With the temperature over 90 
for first really hot weekend, many 


|people went outdoors over the 
» | weekend. Hence, most stands are 


| just marking time currently. Best 
| of the fair lot is Strand’s “San- 


| garee.”’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2.200: 44-65)— 
“Column South” (U) and “Lone 


Hand” (U). Slow $5,500. Last week, 


“Desert Rats” (20th) and “Night 
| Without Stars” (RKO), $6,500. 

Prony (Fay) (2,200; 44-$1)— 

Came From Outer Space” ‘U) ‘(2d 
wk). Fast $6,000 after sock $11,000 
sounien week. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 44-65)— 
‘Girl Next Door” (20th) and “Cry 
Of Hunted” (M-G). Dull! $8,500. 
Last week, “Sombrero” (M-G) and 
“Remains "To Be Seen” ‘(M-G), 
$9,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2.200; 40- 


wk), $8,000. 


‘Beast’ Lusty $16,500, 
Seattle; ‘Song’ 7G, 2d 


. Seattle, June 23. 
It is supposed to be final (11th) 





| Stanza for the record run. of 


“Moulin Rouge” at Blue Mouse, 


50-76)— | but trade is so good it will hold a 
| 12th round. This is best current 
| Showing. “Beast From 20,000 


ag Obed ind to | Fathoms” looks good at Liberty 
c | 


— Orpheum as does ‘“‘Sangaree” 
Paramount. “Desert Song” is 


“Orpheum (Tristates) | 3. 000; 50-70) - aa sock in second Music Hall 


"(M-G) (2d whi, 
r big $13,500 opener. 
? (865; 50-76)— 


. 
“Cry of | round. 


Estimates fer This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) ‘800: 90- 
$1.25) — “Moulin Rouge” (UA), 
(11th wk). Sensational $5,000. Stays 
again. Last week, $5,200. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.829: 65- 
90) — “Sea Devils” (RKO) and 
“Below Sahara” (RKO). Oke $8.000. 
Last week, “Jamaica Run” (Par) 
and ‘‘Mesa of Lost Women” (Indie), 
$7,700. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.366: 
65-90)—“Girls of Pleasure Island” 
(Par). Brutal $5,000. Last week, 
“Pickup on South St.” (20th) ‘(3d 
wk-4 days), $4,500. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1.650: 65-90) 
— “Beast from 20.000 Fathoms” 


t | CWB». Good $6.500. Last week, 


‘Law and Order” ‘(U’) and ““Moons- 
truck Melody” (Rep), $4,100. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) ‘2.263: 65- 
| 90) — “Desert Song” (WB) and 
“Blue Gardenia’ (WB) ‘2d wk). 
| Sock $7,000. Last week, $9,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2.700: 65- 
90'\—"‘Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB). Swell $10.000. Last week, 
“Scandal at Scourie” ‘M-G), floppo 
$3,400. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3.039; 
| 84- 95) — “Sangaree” (Par) and 
“Stolen Identity’ (Indie). Big 


'wk-6 days, $6,300, 
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STATIONS REVOLT OVER REPEATS 





TV Needs a G. W. Hill 


Modern TV commercials need more of the excitement engen- 
dered in radio by that “genius of the common touch,” the flam- 
»ovant, legendary, highly controversial George Washington Hill, 
sr ba prexy of the American Tobacco Co. If Hill were alive 
day, he would contribute a lustre to the patina of video adver- 

sing “that would be talked about, that would make you aware 

his product was alive and kicking.” 
hese are the views of Howard Connell, just appointed radio- 
lirector of the Hewitt, Ogilvy, Benson & Mather agency, N. Y., 
the heels ef his predecessor, Clinton Wheeler, who has moved 
over to the radio-TV department of Kenyon & Eckhardt. Connell, 
aiter eight days at his new desk, disclosed some of his plans for 
HOB&M, which has an annual air billing of some $8,000,000 

Connell has devoted 14 of his 41 years to the radio-TV field, 
a career he initiated after serving as English professor at Midwest- 
‘rn U. He began by writing for CBS-Radio’s experimental ““Colum- 
bia Workshop” (his major script dealt with an eccentric who made 
a life study of church bells and wound up crazily hearing bells 
clanging in his ears wherever he went. 

\long with Frederick Wakeman, author of “The Hucksters,” he 
was subjected to five years of the didoes of Hill, serving as Lucky 
Strike ereative supervisor at the old Lord & Thomas agency, 
followed by the Foote, Cone & Belding agency. Most recently, 
he was creative supervisor at the Biow agency, working on such 
shows as “I Love Lucy,” “The Philip Morris Playhouse” and Good- 
man Ace’s “Ruthie On The Telephone.” 

Connell says he is currently in the process of raiding other 
agencies for five key men to head up direction, production, art, 
writing and liaison work in his new radio-TV department. “My 


special opium dream,” he says, “is to match the quality of 
1}0B&M's print ads in our commercials.” By that he was referring 
to the a, widely lauded man with the eye patch ads for 


Hathaway Shiris; its Guiness Stout's “Guide to cheese and oyster’ 


displ: iis man with the beard ads for Schweppe’s Quinine 
Water, and its “Come To Britain” ballyhoo for the British Travel 
Assn 





Agencies Wielding a Subtle Hatchet 





LEAL 


MILWAUKEE IN 





Gy GEORGE ROSEN 


The practice of sponsors of tele- 





| summer months with repeat shows, | 
chiefly through the expediency of | 


vision network shows to fill in the 


vidpix, is stirring up a minor re 


particularly 
markets where the programs have 
already had 100° 


Milwaukee—the word has already 


gone out to clients that no repeat 


summer or for any other time of 





| 

| ‘ 

|} says Damm, they're welcome.to it, 
ij but they'll 


On Outside Buys; Packagers Miffed 





Trend of the big agencies in¢ 
ihdrawing from production of | . 2 
eir own shows has brought with | NBC- TV’s Atom Squad’ 
a stricter control by the agencies | 
over the activities of packagers and | NBC ag is slotting “Atom 
nroducers of programs the agencies | 54uad,” a science fiction serial, in- 
Agency houses, it's re- | t© the 5 * m. strip beginning July 
|, while pointing out the eco- | 6, making the 5 to 6 period strictly 
antages of buying out- | Juve time (Gabby Hayes and 
side packages, and trimming their | “Howdy Doody” follow). , 
production ‘staffs accordingly, have | On same date, “Hawkins Falls, 
sill retained a trump. card—| shifts from the 5 p.m. spot to 11 
enough ‘topflight radio-TV person-|4-™m. as the starter of the net's 
nel to contrel production of a show | |}early morning quarter-hour soaper 
through all its stages. | operation. 
he packagers and vidpix pro-| 


are Duving 


no ec adv 





ers, consequently, find them- 


his 9° ° * 
‘ves on the horns of a ab th fF t nal 
ey've got a substantial increase 0 ing IC 10 
n business, but at the same ‘oes | 
nd themselves tied up in super- | 


i 

) 

f 

cop eats Uae Ty Hot Legal Row 
ducers, many of them claim they're | 

! 

| Over Space Shows 


iow in the position of being part- | 
ne emplovees of the agencies in | 
-~+¢ P| 
it t 


‘v're subject to the same) 


ictions as members of the 

agency production staff. A legal snarl over two space 
Contro! it's reported, ie eS boy TV shows grew more 

I sid the commercial stage, complicated than their science fic- 


and include story and script super-| tion plots last week. 


| Bet Your 
| Ralph 


{the “Ford Theatre” 


the year. If the national clients 
want to buy the Milwaukee time, 


have to buy a local 
show or something that will not 
be a reprise of what WIMJ view- 
ers had already seen. 

Similarly, 


other stations, even in 


N BOYCOTT 


volt among TV station operators, | 
in the single station | 


viewer satura- | 


tion. 

In the case of one of the nation's 
major outlets in a single-station | 
| market—Walter Damm’'s WTMJ in 


shows will be acceptable, for the ! 








|Clamor for Ford Cavalcade Repeat: 
1006 Offer for Martin & Merman Act 





M & H as Textbook 


The Edward R. Murrow- 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d _ prob- 
ings into the future “design 
for living’’ in an atomic era, 
one of the highhghts of last 
week's Ford 50th anni jubilee 
TV show, will be used as text 
in the schools of America. 

Within 24 hours after the 
“Voice of America’ had sent 
out taped playbacks of the 
two-hour show to various parts 
of the world, the U. S. Dept 
of Education last week sent in 
requests for the full text of 
the Murrow-Hammerstein se- 
quence for distribution and 
discussion in the nation's 
schools 


——-* The 





WHAM-TV Stands 


two and three-station markets, are | 


protesting over the 
dance of repeat shows. As one sta- 
tion manager put it: “Practically 
everybody's going in for the repeat 


superabun 


technique to tide them over for | 


the summer 
‘Suminer Theatre’ series, they're 
all doing ‘command performances’ 
—but the only ones doing the com- 
manding are the sponsors so they 


can save a few bucks until the fall | 


season arrives. But as far as the 
stations are concerned, it's the 
quickest way to lose an audience 
The viewers have seen them, there 
aren't enough of them sufficiently 
exceptional to warrant the repeat 
run, even though they're camou- 
flaged under a new title. Even the 
‘I Love Lucy’ repeats have been 
overdone, We've had our fill of 
them.” 


The “repeat” practice of Spon 


| sored vidpix (permitting clients to 
j retain their valuable time fran- 
feeny with discount structures, 

while enjoying some talent produc- 
| tion amnesty! hits a new high this 
| summer. Colgate’s “Mr. and Mrs 
| North,” the Groucho Marx “You 


Life” NBC 
Edwards ‘’ 


series, the 
This Is Your 


Under the guise of a! 


Pat: Final Returns 


In on Affiliations 


WHAM-TV, the Bill Favy-man- 
aged NBC affiliate in Rochester 
N. Y., has rendered its decision. 
and the final returns in the NBC- 
TV vs. affiliate “impassse” have 
now been posted) WHAM has no 
tified the web it is staving put, 
with an NBC identity still in its 
future 

If there were any doubts as to 
the manner in which NBC-RCA 
board chairman David Sarnoff re 
stored 
hassle at the recent Princeton 
meet, the payoff came last weel 
when it became clearly established 
that only Norfolk would go down 


| in the books as the lone casualty 


whereas at one point at the height 


| of the crisis the possibility loomed 


of seven major defections into the 
rival CBS-TV camp 

With all the fires put out, NBC 
has started mending its 
fences 


'TV (UHFer on Channel 15, which 


Life” series, the Colgate acquisi- | 


tion of some Screen Gems replays 
as filler for “Our PAiss Brooks,’ 
returns—these 


;are but a féw of the established 


| video properties doing the 
| booking” 


“repeat 
circuit cueing the station 


| dissatisfaction. 


The squawks may have 


| more significant overtones than ap- 


i, decisions on standards of | Rockhill Productions, N.Y., pack- 

' taste and even extend to ager of “Tom Corbett, Space 
ind production tech- | Cadet,” which will be sponsored 

nques. There’s another facet to on DuMont this August by Inter- | 
roolein too—packagers are national Shoe So., dispatched reg 


; that the degree of agency 
control is slowing production and 
Some packagers 
ir this factor may cause the | 


istered letters to both the Post ce 
reals division of General Foods 
and its ageney, Young & Rubicam. 
Stanley Wolf, prexy of Rockhill, 

i to run its sycle—that the noted that General Foods, via 

‘ ‘eS may feel that in view of y&R, had pacted to bankroll CBS- 
* Costs involved in agency super-; Ty’s “Rod Brown of the Rocket 
they'd be just as well off | Rangers,” beginning Sept. 12. The 
vac to production on their) packager then warned that he had 


4 ¢ sn , costs, 


i.alest source of packager-agency 
Continved on page 44) 
“Tom Corbett.” 


Big Sister? Back, 
r ac Rockhil! charges it notified CBS- 
. e e TV as long ago as May 1 that “Rod 
Brown” had pirated various of it: 
NS me in science fiction gimmicks and eves 


imitated the “hard, snide, sarcastic 
overbearing character” in 

Therefore, Rock- 
at CBS-TV proceed- 
‘on the basis 


Seton, to institute legal 
|against CBS-TV “seeking injunc- 
tive relief and damages’ because 
“Rod Brown” “unfairly competes 
with and 





ter.” the Julian Funt- | 4nd Corbett x 
soap opera which was , 10m Corbet! 





e longtime entries in ra- | Dill charges t 
x to its cancellation by ed to yale a sponsor 

ind Gamble last Decem- Of 4 calculated risk. 

ng readied by NBC as| ince So egmE - 

e television stri CBS- 'y S Adla T Ik 
n Samish, the wee's super- | I ets 11a 

TV daytime programming, CBS-TV will te! 

ng the video edition into enson’s first public address after 
Or integration into the one- | his world tour at 10:30 to 11 p. m., 
‘ce morning soaper formula Friday, Sept. 11 

‘ of the network's determin- The former 
_? Bet its daytime program date for 
“© Operating in high gear. |New York. 


pear on the surface. It’s no secret 
that the entire premise of filming 
shows—as against “going live’’—1is 
predicated on the reissue values 
which in practically all cases are 
necessary to get the client, the 


{producer and the distributor off 


| instructed his attorney, Charles B. , 
action | 


! major 


violates the rights” of | 
' stake in the 


ecast Adlai Stev- ! 


Democratic candi-| 
President will speak in| 


the investment hook. While it’s 
recognized that the new stations 
going on the air will provide some 
untapped markets for residual 
properties, the fact remains the 
present disquietude over “return 
engagements” may kick back on 
the residual boys by limiting the 
markets and distribution 
outlets. 

Many millions of dollars are at 
realm of TV film 
residuals. It's a situation that will 
be watched closely. 


‘Gillette Buys All-Star 
Game on NBC-TV, Mutual 


| The All-Star baseball game be- 
ltween the major leagues will be 
broadcast by NBC-TV and Mutual 
radio Thursday, July 14, 
Crosley Field, Cincinnati, 
the sponsorship of the 
Safety Razor Co. 

| Mel Allen and Jack Brickhouse 





under 
Gillette 


Waite Hoyt is set for the aa | 
chores. Airing will be from 2:1 
'te 5:30 p.m, 


goes into full commercial opera- 
tion on Sept. 1), the network itself 


is undertaking a campaign designed | 


to make the populace UHF-con- 
scious toward conversion of sets 


42 NBC AFFILIATES 


even | 


from | 


Yankee ; 
'radio play-by-play on WINS, N.¥%.,! Davidson, 
a couple of weeks ago, then bowed | 
out of the video chore last week. | 


will do the TV commentary, and | 


< 


SIGN FOR COLOR V 


With the signing of five ieee 


TV Writers Elect 


affiliates, the number of. stations 
which have pacted color-TV_ sup 
plements to their present NBC af 
filiate contracts now come to 42 
Latest stations are WDAF-TV, Kan 
sas City; WALA-TV, Mobile 


KTBC-TV, Austin; WBTV, Char 
lotte, and WBRC-TV, Birmingham 
Signing of the contract updat- 


ing, to assure immediate switch to 
color once the FCC approves, be- 
gan at the NBC affiliate meeting 
in Princeton. 


Joe E. Brown Curtails 


Yank Gab to Fore & Aft 


Comedian Joe E. 
stepped out of his job of assisting 
Mel Allen and Jim Woods on the 
play-by-play radio and television 
commentary on the N.Y. Yankee 


3rown§ has 


baseball games, but will continue 
his pre-and post-game 
shows on WPIX, N.Y. 
Brown was signed by the Yanks 
to do the fore and aft segments 
and the play-by-play, but found 
that the commentary left Ifttle time 
for the other shows, according to a 
spokesman. He dropped the 


television 


peace in the web-affiliate | 


Norfolk | 
Having signed up WVEC- | 


i (Autho 


repercussions from last 
week's Ford 50th anniversary TV 
cavalcade have been somewhat un- 
precedented in character, creating 
an unanticipated aftermath of ac- 
tivity far the agency (Kenyon & 
Eckhardt) which was responsible 
ior getting the two-hour two-net- 
work show on the air. 
; Literally thousands of calls were 
received by the networks, the sta- 
tions, the agency, the Ferd Co., 
and even newspapers, requesting a 
|} repeat performance. This has not 
been entirely written off, with 
Henry Ferd, 2d, having already 
|} had conversations with K & E ex- 
ecs both as to the advisability and 
| feasibility ef encoring (via kine. 
|} scope) the Leland Hayward-pro- 
| duced mammoth production 
Meanwhile Arthur Murray 
stepped into the picture late last 
| week and offered to turn over $50,- 
000 as u contribution to Theatre 
Wing if Mary Martin and Ethel 


— 


‘Lucy’s’ Hangover 


Fact that CBS-TV practical- 
ly doubled the NBGC-TV audi- 
ence on the two-ne tavork Ford 
50th anni show last week pre- 
sented something of a Ripley 
to the trade in view of NBC's 
crack facilities lineup 
However, rating statisticians 
explain it off through the sim- 
ple reasoning that Monday 
night at 9 (time of the Ford 





show) is “I Love Lucey” time 
coast-to-coast, with viewers 
conditioned to tuning in the 
Columbia channels. And once 
they got the Ford show they 
staved with it 
=z 
Merman would reprise their stand- 
out song session on the Murray 
Sunday night TV ay Similarly 
another ponsot (wio prefers 


anonymity) willingness 
to plunk down $100,000 (lo be di- 
vided beiween Mi Viartin and 
Miss Merman) if they would re- 
prise the same 10-minute songtest. 
Both offers were nixed 

WPTZ, the NBC-TV affiliate in 
Philadeiphia, notified K & EF that, 
as result of reque.ts from Philly 
viewers, it would clear two hours 
of prime time and repeat the show 
culfo if the ageney would send a 


expre whe | 


kinescop Other stations, repre- 
sented both the CBS and NBC 
| video skeins, have been chiming in 
with “how soon’” and “hurry it 
| up , 

One top K & E exce saw little 


Continued on page 44) 


Eastern Officers 


Af an orvanizain 4 ling of 
the Teley on Write: of Ares a 
» New York last Mond cae? 
Bill Ryan and Murra Karimiller 
were elected” temporat co-chair 
men of the union's easte vinit 
i TWA recently won NLRB election 
lto represent freelance writ on 
| network shov 
Temporar: board membet eloct- 


“d were Irv Turik, Patricia Moore, 


nite Marcu and Ernest Kinoy, 
Regular election will be held be- 
fore November 


Meeting was opel ed bi Phil 
harpe, board member of the Hol 


yood ré on. with attendance of 
hout 100 in the Hotel Aste Many 
ne roomber were 1 ort sf to 
have joined TWA 

Meanwhile, a national executive 


eeting of the Radio Writers Guild 
League of America) was 
called quickly for the co ning week- 
end in New York, presumably to 
discuss policy in connection with 
the growing strength of TWA, 
Those attending the RWG meet will 
be Ben Starr, Voast veepee; Mike 
Coast exec secretary; 
Russ Benseley, Chicago veep; Philo 
Higley, eastern region veepee; May 


| Allen and Woods will go it alone on! Bolhower, eastern exec secretary, 


both AM and TV. 


and Hectar Chevigny, RWG. prexy. 


a 
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Kraft, Hazel Bishop, Luckies Lead 
In Sponsor Identification Breakdown 


im-¢ 


Despite the acknowledged 
pact of television commercials, re- 
cent studies of sponsor identifica- 
lion show that viewing audiences | 


of network shows can only recall 
the sponsors about 60° of the 
time. What's troubling the spon- 
sors and the agencies is not the 
figure itself, but the seeming ab- 
sence of any successful standards 
by which sponsor identification can 
be improved 

A Trendex study for February 
March, for example showed a me 
dian of 63.3‘ for 90 network 
shows. meaning that 45 shows had 
over 63.36% identification, while 
the other 45% were under that, 
figure. Only three programs had 
over 90° and study of those 
three alone bring out contradic: 
tory factors. Three are “Kraft TV 
Theatre’ with 91.6%, “This Is 
Your Life” with 91.4 and “You 
Hit Parade” with 91.3%. 

First two would seem to indi 
cate that longtime sponsor identity 
would guarantee good sponsor ret 
ognition. But Hazel Bishop only 
started “Life” this year, yet Is 
atready among the top three. 
Ratingwise, “Life” has risen to the 
top 10, yet “Dragnet,” which wa: 
third in National Nielsens last 
month, vot only a 69:60 identifi- 
cation 

Another example of longtime 
sponsor identity failing to bring 
recognition is “Cavaleade of Amer- 
ica.’ which only 34.400 of the 
viewers recognized as being spon- 
sored by D&Pont, despite’ the 


chemical firm's longtime sponsor- 
ship on radio and then TV. 

Use of sponsor's name in the 
program title would appear to lend 
strength to audience recognition. 
“Kraft” is an example; another is 
“Ford Theatre,” with a whopping 
£9.5.00. “Voice of Firestone” again 
would seem to prove the point with 
an 84.5%. Yet Gillette’s “Caval- 
cade of Sports” came up with a 
65.5°o identification, while “Fight 
of the Week,” sponsored by Pabst, 
got 88.0%. 

Personalities a Factor 

Building 
also would 
recognition. 
of the Town” 
coln-Mercury; 
Life,” with 


of a 
seem 
Ed 
got 
“You 
Groucho 


top personality 

to insure good 
Sullivan's “Toast 
83.650 for Lin- 
Bet Your 
Marx, hit 
(Continued on page 79) 


TV Talk’ Simmers 
Down To Whisper 


With Knickerbocker Beer set to 
cancel its sponsorship of 
the Town,” the late-night variety 
segment on WABC-TV, N. Y., the 
ABC-TV brass has ordered a com- 
plete overhaul on the show in a 
last-minute effort to keep the pro- 
gram on a commercial basis. Knick- 
erbocker has signed for sponsor- 
ship of a Steve Allen-emceed late- 
nighter on WNBT. 

Effective next Monday 
crooner Alan Dale, who's” been 
guesting on the show this week, 
will take over the permanent 
emcee slot, vice Jimmy Blaine. 
Henny Youngman, who also has 
been guesting on a week-to-week 
basis, moves into the comedy slot 
on a temporary basis, with possible 
permanent status depending on 
nitery schedule. He replaces Louis 
Nye & Bill Williams. Elise Rhodes 
exits as femme vocalist, and will 
be replaced by Betty George, with 
Marilyn Ross as an added chirp. 


(29), 


Dancer Ray Malone exited the 
show couple of weeks ago. 
Show kicked off couple of 


months ago as one of the biggest 
deals the ABC-TV flagship had 
ever made, with Knickerbocker 
picking up the tab for a full hour 
nightly five nights a week. Criti- 
cally and ratingwise. however, pro- 
gram failed to deliver. In fact. 
Pulse figures show that the station 
actually dropped a couple of per- 
centage points from its April mark, 
when it had assorted programming, 
live and film, in the time. ’ 
It was figured that the live va- 
riety segment would pull a large 
portion of the feature film audi- 
ence away from WNBT and WCBS- 
TV, which both had films following 
the newscasts at 11 ).m. But June 
Pulse figures for the 11-12 p.m. 
period showed otherwise. ; 


| Viutual radio nets. 


“Talk of | 
‘other hand, the growing tendency 





Gillette’s Quickie Payoff 


Although it was called “the most 
expensive spot commercial in the 
history of television,’ Gillette’s 
$400,000 backing of the one-round | 
Marciano-Walcott fight last May 15! 
vot into a Jot of tele homes. 

Nielsen rated the fight the high- | 
est of any single commercial show 
that week At a 68.7 rating, the | 
heavyweight championship reached 
14.480.000 homes, outpulling “I 
Love Lucy” with a 61.8 rating and 
14.222. 060 homes. 





Petrillo’s AFTRA 
Gripe May Spread 


Broad hint that AFM prexy 
flames C. Petrillo’s warfare with 
American Federation of Television 
und Radio Artists may spread on | 


a national scale is seen in Petrillo’s 
wire sent the three networks in 
which he declared: AFTRA was in 
fringing on the tooters’ union terri- 
tory by seeking to sign singing or 
emceeing musicians, 
Petrillo entered the 
weeks ago when 
launched its campaign here, and | 
ordered all AFM’ers holding 
AFTRA cards to resign from that 
union, result being a flock of resig 
nations, all of which AFTRA re 
fuses to accept. 
In his wires 


fight about 
AFTRA 


Iwo 


to NBC, CBS 
ABC, Petrillo called their atten- 
tion to the feud and accused 
AFTRA of trying to “intimidate” 
musicians, averring “this practice | 
has to stop.” An exec of AFM | 
local 47 here predicted the musi- 
cians union might take drastic ac- 
tion if AFTRA didn’t call off 
drive. 


and 


its 


| El 




















JIMMY NELSON 


DANNY O'DAY AND 
HUMPHREY HIGSBYE 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 
LOUIS W. COHAN 

1776 Broadway, N. Y. 


Dodgers, Yanks : 





Claim McLendon | 


~ ‘Pirating’ Games. 


Washington, June 23. 
baseball 
York Yankees and 
~-want the 
McLendon’'s 
broadcasts of their 
games over his father’s three radio 
stations in Texas (KLIF in Dallas, 
KLBS in Houston KELP in 


Two major league 
the New 
Brooklyn 


to 


clubs 
the 
FCC 
dramatized 


Dodgers 


stop Gordon 


and 


Paso). 
McLendon, the clubs charged in 
separate complaints filed last week 


| with the Commission, is “pirating” 


Ch’field Drops Simulcast 
Plan on Como; Too Costly; 


Will Tape ’Em Instead 


& Walsh agency 
last week gave up the idea of sim- | 
uleasting Chesterffeld’s “Perry 
Como Show” over CBS-TY and the 
Instead, it will 
tape each telecast for replay over 
\iutual either two days or one 
week later, 

Move, caused by higher costs of 
Simuleasting, puts to an end what 
was thought to be a possible new | 
trend by sponsors in reaching non- | 


Cunningham 


TV markets via a radio net with 
different affiliates from the TV! 
web. But it doesn't affect, on the | 


to tape TV shows for replay on | 
radio. Mutual has set the AM pace | 
with taped versions of the Bishop 


miral and the Eddie Fischer tele- 
cast on NBC-TY. 

Como show will start on Mutual 
as scheduled on Aug. 31 and will 


retain the same time segment, | 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday | 
at 7:45 p.m. Reason for going 


to tape, an agency spokesman said, 
was that talent costs were higher 
for simuleasts than for transcrip- | 
tions. Musicians, under AFL} 
rules, could be paid a flat trans- 
cription rate for a tape job while | 
they had to be paid regular broad- 
cast rate for a simulcast. Also, 
putting show on tape could enable | 
Chesterfields to air the show on/' 
the Coast in the evening instead | 
of at 4:45, which a simulcast would 


necessitate. “Who wants to hear 
Como at. 4:45?" the spokesman | 
Said. | 


Mark Stevens Replacing | 
Lee Tracy on ‘Martin Kane’ 


Mark Stevens will replace Lee | 
Tracy as “Martin Kane, Private 
Eye,” beginning with the NBC-TV} 
show of Aug. 27. U. S. Tobacco Co. 
sponsored series has had two other 
Kanes, William Gargan and Lloyd | 
Nolan. | 

Sponsor, changing commercial | 
emphasis from pipe tobaecos to} 
Sano and Encore cigarets, is also | 
planning a switch in the show’s 
format, Stevens’ latest appearance | 
on the stage was in “Mid-Summer.” | 
He has completed the pic “Slade,” | 
due for fall release. \ 


| broadcasts 


i tual 


— ow 


and taking 
in describing the 
“constitute a fraud 


major league games 
such liberties 
contests as to 
on the public.” 

The 
by 


signed 
and 


Yankees complaint, 
George M. Weiss, veepee 


| general manager of the New York 


Yankees, Inc., said that the broad- 
casts from Dallas and Houston are 
based on play-by-play accounts of 
games “on information appropriat- 


(ed without authority from author- 


ized broadcasting or telecasts of 
the home games of complainant or 
of the other American League 


Clubs, such appropriated informa- | 
ion being teletyped or otherwise | : 
On DOlRE fle e |of announcers, directors, sports and | 


transmitted . . . by persons listen- 
ing to or viewing the authorized 
or telecasts of such 
games.” 

The Yankees said that the Mu- 
network has been granted 
broadcast rights for certain of its 


|; home games during the 1953 sea- 


e | son and that Mutual affiliates WRR 
‘Sheen show from DuMont for Ad- | 


and KTHT 
these games. 


in Dallas 
broadcast 
The 
Walter F. O'Malley, 


(Continued on page 44) 


in Houston 


by prexy of 





FCC’s ‘Mock’ Hearing 
Washington, June 23. 

Something new in the way 
of TV hearings will be held 
here next Monday night (29) 
when the FCC will stage a 
“mock” conference to demon- 
strate to radio lawyers how 
competitive contests for video 
applications can be speeded 
up. 

The demonstration will be 
put on by a joint committee 
of attorneys practicing beforé 
the Commission, FCC Examin- 
ers, and FCC attorneys. The 
practicing lawyers will repre- 
sent three “simulated” TV ap- 
plicants competing for a chan- 
nel. 

The legal “actors” will work 
out stipulations to reduce testi- 
mony to bare essentials, in line 
with a new procedure adopted 
by the Commission to deal 
with the log jam of contested 
TV applications on which hear- 
ings must be held before Ex- 
aminers to select the most 
qualified applicant. The first 
hearing under this procedure 
required only four days of 
testimony as compared with 40 
to 60 days in two previous 
cases, 


Dodgers complaint, signed | 





owned-and-operated division. 


specific shows (whether 


} sors can see what they’re buying 


| Eliminating TV ‘Blind Buying’ 


Unique method of eliminating “blind buying” of spots by agen- 
cies and clients has been devised by the NBC Spot Sales Division 
as part of the whole new operational pattern of the network's 


Under the new “network-within-a-network concept inaugurated 
within the o & o framework designed at coordinating all the sales 
and programming facets of the NBC-owned stations, a “closed 
circuit” system has been put into operation. 

Clients and agency reps are now invited into a special conference 
room at Spot Sales hqs. in Radio City, N. Y. 
of buying spots on any of the TV stations on a blind basis, the 
in Cleveland, 
L. A.) are “close-circuited” into New York so that potential spon- 


Henceforth, instead 


Chicago, Washington or 














| 


Folsom Out of Hosp 


Frank M. Folsom, president 
the Radio Corp. of America, 
discharged from Roosevelt Hos- 
pital, New York, on Monday (22) 
following surgery which has proved 
100°o successful. Any suspicion 
of malignancy was quickly dispelled 
following the operation and, in 
fact, his ability to return home is 
part of the unusually favorable 
aspects. ‘The surgery usually re- 
quires a longer hospitalization ses- 
sion. 

He was in for less chan three 
weeks but will take it easy for a 
fortnight at home and possibly go 
away for another semester to re- 
cuperate leisurely. 


Was 


End 2-Day Strike 


AtWDAF(AM-TV) 


Kansas Ciiy, June 23. 
WDAF and WDAE-TV, radio and 
television outlets of the Kansas 


+ 


Bob Hope’s Denver Bid Gets FCC : 


Nod as Previous Nix Is Overruled 


Washington, June 23. 


Bob Hope’s Metropolitan Tele- 


| vision Co. was favored for channe] 


of | 


; making 


} by 


City Star. returned to the air here | 


,last Friday morning, after being 
closed for 28 days by a strike of 
the American Federation of Tele- 


vision and Radio Artists. A settle- 
ment was reached at midnight 
earlier in the office of Ernest E. 


| Myers, federal conciliator. 
| Return to operation followed 
four weeks of almost endless con- 


| ferences from the morning of May |tect its investment in the unpaid 


22 when AFTRA threw a picket 
lline around the WDAF-WDAF-TV 


4 in Denver over radio 
KMYR in an initial decision la 
week by FCC Examiner James 
Cunningham. The examiner, in 
his recommendation, di: 
agreed with findings by the Com- 
mission’s Broadcast Bureau that 
Metropolitan is ineligible for a TV 
license by virtue of the arrange- 
ments under which the company 
purchased KOA in Denver 
NBC. 

However, Cunningham made his 
decision conditional on Metroepoli- 
tan furnishing “concrete proof of 
the removal of all presently ex- 
isting conditions under which NBC 
has an ownership interest and 
controlling status.” 

It's expected that the Broadcast 
Bureau, representing the public, 
and KMYR will request ora! argu- 
ments on Cunningham's report be- 
fore the full Commission. Such re- 
quests must be granted. 

The Bureau had contended that 
the deal for the $2,250,000 sale of 
KOA, which included acceptance 
NBC of a five-year note of 
$1,250,000 from Hope Productions. 
Inc., carried provisions which gave 
the network an ownership interest 
in Metropolitan amounting to con- 
trol. Since NBC already has its 
full. complement of five stations, 


station 
A | 


D 


fiom 


a 


|; the Bureau held that a TV grant 


to Metropolitan would be a viola- 
tion of the FCC monopoly rules. 

In discussing the issue raised 
by the Bureau, Cunningham 
agreed that “in taking steps to pro- 


| balance of the purchase price of 


| building. Case was described by | 
| Myers as one of the toughest in| 
years. 

Unde~ terms of the néw agree- 


ment an increase of $6 in base pay 


|/news men was granted retroactive 
|to March 1 when the previous con- 
| tract expired. 
for announcers becomes $108 per 
| week. 
| October 31, 1954, but may be ex- 
|tended to March 1, 1955, if the 
;}union notifies the company within 
| the 
31, 


1954, that it prefers the ex- 
tension. 
The moot issue of the negotia- 


tions was 
‘shift, and the settlement calls for 
a study of this principle by the 
|company between now and Oct. 1. 


| were purely for protective 


The new base pay | 


The new contract expires | 


10-day period before August | 


“Operation 54 Gets 


the principle of fee on! 


Between that date and Nov. 1, 1954, | 
| the fee on shift principle is to be | 


|negotiated with AFTRA and re- 


| ferred to arbitration if negotiation | 


\fails. In substance, 
|members understand the fee 
i shift will become regular practice, 


to be determined by the interim 
Study. The strike was the first to 
shut down a radio or television op- 
eration here. 





Florida Citrus Joins 


NBC-TV ‘Today’ Clients 


The NBC-TV “Today” 
has added three more clients to its 
fall roster. The Florida Citrus 
Commission has bought 156 seg- 
ments beginning Sept. 29, running 
two a week for a month and four 
a week for 11 months. Smith Bros. 


the AFTRA | 
on | 


| distributors 


KOA, NBC acquired a controlling 
status” in Metropolitan. But the 
precautions taken by NBC, he said, 
pur- 
poses and involved no “improper 
motives.” 

“Indeed,” said Cunningham, “the 
parties to the KOA sale, from the 
very outset, entertained serious 
doubts upon the question, for one 
of their agreements, which was 
filed with the Commission in this 
and the assignment proceedings, 


(Continued on page 70) 





Crosley Unveiling 


Cincinnati, June 23 
Although Crosley alternate-week 
sponsorship of “Your Hit Parade” 
with Lucky Strikes doesn't start 
until the fall on. NBC-TV, the 


| backing had an advance personal 
| with ihe nature and amount of pay | ., : » 


appearance payoff here before 500 
assembled over the 


| weekend for the unveiling of the 


1954 line of Crosley TV receivers 
Group of Hit Paraders showed 
before gathering, including Doro- 


| thy Collins, Snooky Lanson, Rus- 


program | 


cough drops and G. E. Telechron | 


start one segment a week for 
| weeks, both starting in October. 
| As of the moment, the early- 
| morning program is 30° sold out 
| for July, 20% 
| September, 50° in October, 46°% 
in Novemberz and 45% in Decem- 


13 


in August, 40 in| 
: 4 |a bevy of femme models. 


| 


sell Arms, Raymond Scott, Andre 
Baruch and Gisele MacKenzie, 
who’ replacing June Valli on the 
show in the fall. 

Distribs heard Crosley ad plans 
to buy time on NBC-TV's “Today” 
show, with Dave Garroway, (to 
intro the new line. as well as the 
first three-page foldover TV ads to 
appear in national mags. 

Crosley division of 
Manufacturing Corp. attained 4 
new high in presenting the 1954 
line of TV receivers. Show was 
in the Taft Theatre, and was show- 
manshipped with participation by 


the Avco 


Models in the new line, ranging 


|ber, with large hikes due in last | from 17 to 30-inch screens, have * 
twe months with inrush of seasonal | TV-radio-phonograph remote-con- 


campaigns. 


(Continued on page 70) 
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UHF’S ‘COME ON UP, IT’S FINE’ 





WV Shows Inspire Top Disk Clicks 


Ping: s one of the major auxiliary phenomena of the past TV 


sason has been the video-sparked emergence of some of the t 


op 


sk clicks directly attributable to TV stars and their weekly shows. 


“What CBS-TV and Columbia Records initially intended as a 
stunt” as an added promotional value for the Red Buttons Show 
has snowballed into a windfall for the recording company, with 
appr oximately 750,000 copies of the Buttons “Strange Things Are 
Happening” plz atter already sold. As a result Col is currently prep- 
ping a new one, “I Like Buttons” (but in this instance the comic 
will not be used.) 

The Jane Froman “I Believe” signature from her CBS-TV twice- 


a-week show has parlayed itself into a 900,000 total sale 


including 


the star’s Cap release and Frankie Laine’s Col disk.) 


The 


ne SS," with a fourth album now 





Jackie Gleason recordings for Cap are bec 


“big busi- 


oming 


in preparation. 





B’casters Pay Tribute to F CC’ : Walker: 


Charles Garland Seen as Successor 


Washington, June 23. + 


FCC Comr. Paul A. Walker, who| 
{s due to retire June 30, when his 
term ends, after 20 years with the 
agency, was honored last week by 
the National Assn. of Radio and 
TV Broadcasters’ board of direc: 
tors. 

It’s expected that Walker, a 
Democrat, will be replaced by a 
Republican in order to give the 
Administration greater control over 
agency policies. Under the law 
creating the Commission, the party 
in power may have four members 


on the seven-member agency. The 
present composition is three Re- 
publicans. three Democrats and 


one Independent. 
Most frequently 
succeed Walker is Charles Garl and, 
general manager of Gene Autry’s | 
radio station, KOOL, in Phoenix. 
Ariz. Garland has the backing of | 
Eugene Pulliam, Indianapolis pub- | 
lisher, who reportedly has high in- 
fluence in the Administration, It 
was expected that Garland would 
be name’! to the commissionership 
given to John C. Doerfer when 
former Comr. Eugene Merrill, an 
interim appointee, was replaced 
several months ago. However, 
Doerfer was a surprise appointee 
who was nominated for FCC after 
reported southern objection § to 
naming him to the Federal Power 
Commission. 
Walker is the 
the Commission 
since its creation in 1934. 


only 


He was 


formerly chairman of the Corpora- | 


tion Commission of Oklahoma, a 
practicing lawyer in Shawnee, 
Okla., a member of the faculty of | 
the University of Oklahoma, and | 
a high school principal. 


Nix ‘Police Story 





. ' 
mentioned to 


| 





| 








Everybody In Lather 


The three giants of the soap 
industry are currently working 
up a competitive lather over 
development of the first all- 
detergent soap bars. Procter 
& Gamble is now test-market- 
ing its product, Zest. Lever 
Bros. is doing ditto with its 
Charmis. Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet is said to be hustling into 
production on as yet unnamed 
detergent bar. 

The soapmakers’ 
the market will 
froth this fall when 
use radio-TV to bally 
tues of their creations. 


White Resumes At 


battle for 
churn to full 
they will 
the vir- 








ULTRA CHANNEL 
GAINING REGPEGT| 


June 23 





Washington, 





' 
commercial 


With 43 UHF 


on the air or 


stations 
ready to commence 
operations, a_ figure 
which is more than the op- 
timistic schedule” projected be 


“most 


ifore the lifting of the freeze by 
the TV manufacturing industry, 
| belief is growing here that the 
}new video service has passed the 
i} hump and is due for rapid expan- 
| sion 

Fears that UHF would encoun- 
ter serious technica] difficulties 


| have largely 


| the 


NBC, But Sarnoff 
Still in Command 


Although Frank White returned 
to his NBC prexy spot last week 


after a several-week vacation in 


| Europe because of his health, David 


member of | 


} j " 2rcee » ° 
who has served} ™an, continues to oversee the en 


| 
| 


| 





As CBS-TV Entry 


Bristol-Myers is 
ing a burn over refusal of CBS- 
TV to permit a “Police Story” 
crime series to go into the Sunday 
night 9:30 to 10 period. B-M cur- 
rently sponsors the “Time to 
Smile” show in the spot ‘which 
alternates Ken Murray’ and Alan 
Young! but is dropping both 
comics at the end of this month, 
although still holding on to the 
Valuable time franchise. 

CBS-TV has rejected 
Story” 
Want any 
to 10 p.m. 
conviction 
ming is on 
larity. 


BURGESS MEREDITH 
‘JR. OMNIBUS’ EMCEE 


Burgess Meredith will be the 
master of ceremonies of “Junior 
Omnibus,” children’s teledition to 
be presented in September by the 
Ford Foundation’s TV-Radio Work- 


shi op 


reportedly do- 


“Police 


more crime shows prior 
Further, it’s the web’s 
that crime program- 
the decline in popu- 





Program, aimed at youngsters 8 
to 16, will be seen over NBC-TV 
Sundays from 3:30 to 4 p. m. 
Alistair Cooke is the emcee of 
the senior “Omnibus.” returning in 
the fall to CBS-TV, 5 to 6:30 p. m. 
Sunda 4 , . 


Sarnoff, the NBC-RCA board chair- 


tire network operation, Eventual- 
ly, Sarnoff hopes to relinquish his 
NBC duties to devote his time ex- 
clusively to other facets of the 

RCA dynasty (particularly now 
| that color video has projected it- 
self as one of the major items on 
the agenda), but the timetable on 
this, of course, will be predicated 
on the state of White's heaith. 

Meanwhile, John K. West, 
Coast topper, who has been spend- 
ing his time in New York during 
White’s absence, is due to return 
to his Hollywood office immediate- 
ly after the July board meeting. 





| 


NBC | 


| 


West was named a director of NBC | 


several months ago. 





Franklin’s ‘Memory Lane’ 


on the basis that it doesn’t | 


Diskings Set for WINS. 


jin posting the bond until after the 


WINS, N. Y., moves back into 
the after-hours disk jockey pic- | 
ture this week with signing of Joe 
Franklin and his ‘““Memory Lane” 
show featuring collector's items in 
recordings. Program will air Mon- 
day through Saturday from mid- 
night to 1 a.m. 

Program is 


sold out 


been dispelled as re- 


| 
| 
| 


already | 


ports come in attesting to ade 
quacy of reception in areas which | 
are getting their first local TV 
service from the new ultra high 
stations. Fresh surveys show that 
VHF set owners, particularly those 
in the fringe areas of large TY 


cities, are converting their 
receive local UFH signals 
in for all-channel sets, o1 
sets for the first time. 
Webs Impressed 
There are indications too that 
networks are looking to UHF 
affiliations with a more respectful 


sets to 
trading 
buying 


eye—definite recognition that the 
ultra high stations mean business 
and profits. The speed with which 
UHF prospectors have gotten on 


the air, while more cautious appli 
cants wait to battle it out in hear- 
ings for VHF channels, has result 
ed in splitting network affiliations 
between local AM outlets and new 
UHF operators Although contracts 
with these new affiliates are gen- 
erally for one year, that may be 
sufficient time for the new stations 
to develop audience following and, 
possibly, a departure in network 


VHF thinking 

Results of first experimental 
survey on UHF, made by Ameri 
can Research Bureau here, show 
quite conclusively that if UHF 
brings in better pictures and a 
greater variety of programs than 
available VHF service public will 


(Continued on page 


44) 


ae Party’ Proves 
Bigger Surprise Than 
Expected—Not Even On 


Viewers tuned in on WABD, 
DuMont’s N.Y. flagship, at 11 p.m 
Sunday night (21) for a new show 


called “Sunday Surprise Party,” 
got a surprise all right—no pro- 
gram. Despite advance publicity 


and program listings on the show 
which was to star Hal Block, sta- 
tion signed off at 11:15 after news 
and program notes without any an 


}nouncement about what happened 


to the show 
According to 
| packager of the 


King 


difficults 


Norman 
program, 


| was encountered when DuMont de- 


manded a bond be posted with the 
N.Y. AFTRA local prior to airtime, 
although AFTRA had okaved dela: 


DuMont's 
was that it 


show. 
said, 


| first 
King 


reasoning, 
wanted a 


| bond posted prior to the first tele- 
; cast because subsequent failure to 


post a bound would make the pro- 
gram tantamount to a one-shot and 


| Woule cause embarrassment to the 


with six | 
participating sponsors even before | day, 


station and network. 
Bond finally was posted Satur- 


according to King, but then 


it takes to the air, according to | the station’s production department 
Franklin. Deejay and nostalgic | informed him that it was too late 
expert had a similar show on WJZ | to get the program on the air. Rea- 
now WABC) for three years, and son given was that lack of time 
has a half-hour TVer Sunday | would damage the program's qua 
nights on WABC-TV. New pro-! ity. Show was to have been a vari- 
gram replaces Lou Quinn’s celeb- | ety and audience participation ses- 
rity-music-and-gab session which | sion, with a “surprise party” fo: 
. Cast 





was cancelled a few weeks ago. | the cast of a Broadway legiter 
| 


WHAS-TV Hikes Rate 
Louisville, June 23. 
station manager, an- 
WHAS-TV's hourly 
from $600 to 


Neil Cline, 
nounces that 
rate wil! increase 


$700 as of July 15 when Rate Card | | tioners, 


No. 6 goes into effect. 


of “Seven Year Itch” was to have 


|} been guests on the initialler. 


Louisville station's open rate} 
one-minute announcement, Class 
A. has been upped from $120 to’ 


4 $140. ‘ 


Status of the program is still in 


doubt, however, from another di- 
rection. Arrow Stores, for General 
Electric and Fedder Air Condi- 

has signed to sponsor the 
show, but postponement Sunday 
plus a week's previous delay 


‘which had been announced: has 
left the sponsor undecided whether 


,to go on with the airer. 


| thousand dollars 


| point content 





Polished Off 


Midway 





through last week's 


rehearsals for Monday night's 
(22 “Robert Montgomery 
Presents” dramatic show on 
NBC-TV, Jeffrey Lynn was 
suddenly yanked from the 
cast, with Kent Smith going in 


as substitute 
Someone suddenly recalled 
a clause in the contract on the 


Johnson Wax-sponsored show 
forbidding use of any talent 
who had appeared for a rival 
bankroller within a 30-day 
span. 

rhree weeks ago Lynn did a 
one-shot TV tryout on “My 
Son Jeep” for which Beacon 


Wax picked up the tab. 


NBC's ‘We're The 
Champ’ Campaign 
Set for Teeoff 


NBC 


most 





is embarking on one of the 
ambitious and costly 
campaign in broadcast 
both 


and trade readership 


tising an 


nals, designed foi 
Within the 
next few days the network will let 
loose with a hard-hitting, “hit-’em- 
between-the-eyes" series of ads 
which, all told, will represent an 
investment of several 
For 
tive weeks, starting July 1, 
will take double svreads in the key 
trade mags based on the NBC 
claims of “superiority on a 12 
point basis.” 

The web is purposely refraining 
in advance from tipping the 12 
and meanwhile, as an 
auxiliary aspect of the = tripham 
mered campaign, has initiated a 
contest among advertising agency 
personnel, winner to be based on 
who has to determine in advance 
the 12 points in theit 
order, NBC maintains the ads will 
be jampacked with “solid facts 
based on reliable, authoritativ 
sources,” 

Concurrently the network will 
run for an indefinite period in con- 
sumer dailies and mags a series of 
ads based on “NBC Jeadership en 
compassing the whole cultural pat 
tern of the nation,” with emphasis 
on such showcasings as Arturo To: 
canini, “Victory At Sea,” ete 

Campaign was conceived by Jake 
Evans, director of advertising and 
promotion for the network, 


McKEE VICE REEL AS 
AFTRA’S EXEC SECY. 


Alex McKee, AFTRA exec, re- 
places A. Frank Reel as the union’s 
N. Y. executive secretary, begin- 
ning July 1. Reel has resigned to 
join the law firm of Silverstone & 


13 consecu- 
NBC 


« De 


| clucking 


adver- | 


| being a 


Web Publicity Boys Stir Up New Kind 
Of Excitement to Keep Pace With TV 


regretful 
sion’s high- 
coverage of the Corona- 
wif two webs rooting their 
home to Boston's Logan 
and the fiacks skirmishing 
over proclamations by the Mayor, 
feeling in the trade is that the 
ouped-up proceedings, besides 
healthy piece of industry 
excitement, served notice that 
television has changed, in addition 
to other things, the quality and 
texture of broadcasting publicity. 

In the old days of radio (before 
television!, publicity was pretty 
much a quiet matter, with inform- 
ing the press the major function, 
Wilder exploits were left to the 
publicity outfits of ad agencies, 
which also created most of the pro- 
grams on the air and consequently 


wholesale 


televi 


the 
over 


pite 


powel ed 
tion 
planes 
Airport 


had a deeper interest in them. 
Radio was a time salesman, and 
its publicity reflected it 

But now television has gone in 
for program creating and _= star 
building, edging the agencies out 
of that area, and consequently the 
nets’ publicity picture is changing. 


For instance, both CBS-TV and 
NBC-TV now have exploitation 
units. Today tele flacks are stunt- 
men, advancemen, talent builders 
and what have you, being pat- 
'terned more and more to the film 
biz 

In fact, ex-film flacks are joining 
ithe tele ranks Over at CBS-TV, 


consume! 


| holds 


hundred | 


} 
| 


consecutive | 


Jack Goldstein, formerly with 20th 
and Selznick, is exploitation man, 
and Norman Siegal, ex-Paramount, 
down the Hollywood office. 
At NBC-TV, Norm Pader, former- 
ly United Artists and Republic, {s 
the exploitation chief 
Offbeat Hoopla 
Example of 


new approach was 


the Jackie Gleason tour of theatres 
last year, before his first show on 
CBS, to whip up local interest en- 
thusiasm for the star Songs are 
being written, in the hopes of fur- 
ther exploiting show titles, such 
as “I Like Buttons” and “My Fa- 
vorite Husband At CBS-TV, too, 
ast yvear one of public-relations 
chief Dave Jacobson's smart boys 
thought up the idea of holding a 
‘'V school for politicians to prep 


44) 
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‘Deny Claim WWBZ 


Bookie's Delight 


Vineland, N. J... June 23 


Charges that WWBZ, Vineland 

AM outlet, is a “bookmakers’ de- 
light’ drew prompt denials from 
Fred M. Wood, general manager 
lof the South Jersey station. Ac- 
}cusation was made by Curtis B 
Plummer, chief of the FCC's 
| broadcast bureau, who asked that 
WWBZ's license be revoked 


Rosenthal, which represents AGVA 
and other branches of show biz 
A charter member of AFTRA, ' 


McKee was a singer on ratio for 
26 vears. He is also a member of 
AGVA, and has worked in many 


ent 


branches of entertainn 


Sullivan Extends ‘Toast’ 
Vacation; Mull New Subs 


Ed Sullivan will be away from 
his CBS-TV “Toast of the Town” 
five weeks instead of three, as 


originally planned. He has changed 
his mind about going to Europe 
and is staying on the Coast with 
his daughter and son-in-law. 

With Tony Martin subbing for 
Sullivan next Sunday (28) and Vic- 
tor Borge the following week, two 


| operations,” 


more replacements will be needed. | 


Gloria Swanson and Ted Lewis 
were being mulled, but plans fell 
bthrough. ° ; , 


Wood said WWBRZ_) broadcasts 
only the horse race results it gets 
from legitimate news sources, and 
that these broadcasts” represent 
only a minute part of the station's 
sports coverage, and that much 
more time is given to other sports 
results. 

Plummer’s charge 


WaS In @ re- 


port filed with the FCC, averring 
that it was “difficult to see what 
legitimate community needs were 
being served by the extensive year- 
‘round and detailed racing cover- 
age provided by WWBZ.” 

“Such items of information as 
last-minute seratches, track and 
weather conditions, off times and 
results and mutuel prices given 
soon after the race and before the 
next race is run are in the com- 


mission's experience particularly 
susceptible of use in bookmaking 
Wood charged. 

In a period when gambling op- 
erations are being clamped down 
elsewhere, Wood pointed out, it 
would appear to make “WWBZ a 
bookmakers’ delight.” 

The station is owned and operat- 
ed by the Community Broadcasting 
Service, Inc., of Vineland, headed 
by Joseph M.-Bulock. 
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WNBT Goes ‘Live’ Until Midnight, 





Sets Steve Allen In Beer Coin Shift 





Steve Allen will 
of a new “live” variety show to be 
over WNBT, N. Y., from 
midnight Monday 
beginning in July. | 


TELFORD EXITS Y&R 
TO JOIN DU MONT 


Frank Telford exited Young & 
Rubicam last week after nine years 
|with the agency as a producer-di- 
rector to join DuMont network as 
a producer. His first project at the 
web will be summer production of 


telecast 
11:20 pm. to 
through Friday, 

Program, which is produced by 
directed by 


Johnny Stearns and 
Dwight Hemion, had an 
last week. Vocalist Bill 


will a femme 


audition 
Lawrence 


will be featured, as 


to } ed and an or “Captain Video,” following which 
; > , amed an i ) b 

oat = am he’ll work on program develop 
chestra, probably Bobby Byrnes, ment. 


Knickerbocker beer, | 
cancelling out of WABC-TV’s 
“Talk of the Town,” will sponsor 


Another in the growing list of 
creative personnel leaving’ the 
agency field, Telford while at 


Ruppert's 


Y & R handled “Schlitz Play- 
the “Steve Allen Show” three | house,” “Silver Theatre,” “Molle 
nights a week, Monday, Wednes-| Mystery Theatre” and the “Pulit 
day and Friday, when it starts, |zer Prize Playhouse,” among a host 


|of other radio and video programs. 


probably on July 27. fietien th. 


On Saturdays, the “Morey Am- 


packaging field to join the DuMont | 


be the emcee | 


| 
| 


| 





Stark has left the} 


| 


| lively 


sterdam Show,” sponsored’ by sales staff. He’s a former partner 

Chockful o’ Nuts, will be the live |in Solow-Stark Productions and a 
5 veteran of 25 years in the broad-| 

variety show from 11:20 p.m, to casting field. 

midnight. Amsterdam program, | ; 


which is in addition to his “Break- | . ( ¢ 
fast With Music,” begins July 18 CBS Determine to et 
and has the Milton DeLugg orch | ‘ ’ 
and singer Jean Martin. Off $500,000 Father 

As result of new shows, the 
nightly pic feature wil! be pushed 
to midnight, with the station sign- | ’ ; 
ing off about three quarters of an| | Sock reaction to the 
hour later, at about 1 or 1:30 a.m.,| Stickney-Howard Lindsay recrea- 
according to the length of the fea- | tion of their “Life With Father” 
ture. |legit roles on the Ford 50th anni 

Decision to slot the live cea pad Rested gated Page eg _ 
before, and the film after, mid-|W&* M@y Prove ue me at 
night, was made because the 11 }arm in ¢ BS-TV’s determination 
to ‘midnight time once marginal |to bring in a saleable and potent 
is now prime, said Ted Cott, NBC | video version of the play. 


‘ . decuaice Thus far the network is com- 
veep, and the N. Y. NBC flagship | vitted to the tune gf $500,000, the 
general manager. He says an ad-| 


‘rtiser is offered very little com- | #mount involved in royalties, pay- 
ee on ee ote eee "| roll, ete., involving Lindsay and 
oe tua . a a a sta- |Russel Crouse (authors of the 
ions th our News atl 9U0C. per legi nt sa es 

egit version), Mrs. Clarence Day 
thousand homes and Uncle Weth-| \® _ 


‘ and others. 
by at 60c. per thousand homes, | Martha Scott and Dennis King 


Live competition includes “The | are in the CBS-TV version now be- 
Talk of the Town” on WABC-TV, | ing peddled to agencies at $32,000 
and WABD’s “Late Mono-Drama!a week, but unsuccessfully. How- 
Theatre” and “Bill Silbert Show.” | ever, CBS-TV is convinced that 

Cott feels there is “no long-j|‘‘Father” still has the kind of big 
range future for feature pictures | league potential as was suggested 
in prime time.” It also has become |in_ last week’s Lindsay-Stickney 
increasingly difficult, he says, to|TV vignette, and even though it 
get new, firstrate and firstrun pix,| means major casting and produc 

The WNBT variety shows are | tion changes, come the fall and 
strictly a local operation, although | the network envisions a TV 
it's planned to feed later to NBC Father" as one of the major-com- 
o&o's (Cott is also deputy to mercial web entries. 

Charles R. Denny, NBC o&o veep). 

Allen, once a CBS exclusive, has 
been signed by WNBT on a non- 


exclusive basis. 
sonality Jim Moran has nixed an 


F 5 ls offer from Henry Kaiser to move 
e ifrom Chi to Detroit to emcee a 
AA Grid Sked [contemplated web video show from 


ithe Motor City. 

In releasing the National Colle- Among other things the deal in- 
Riate Athletic Assn. schedule of volved the saie to Kaiser of Mo- 
gridiron games to be telecast over |'@"5 auto agency that records year- 
NBC-TV in the fall, General Mo- ly sales of over 22,000,000, and a 
tors announced that it is ready, in | POS!ton as sales chief of the Kaiser 
addition to the full nationwide | organization. 
schedule, to sponsor one-station 
telecasts of important sellout |fabulous deal, involving astronomi- 
games as they come up during the | cal amounts.” 
season, 


NCAA games, to be shown over 
a 8l-station network, include 11 
complete contests and portions of 
eight others. On two Saturdays, 
Oct. 24 and Nov. 7, the TV Game 
of the Week will be a panoramic 
coverage of four games played in 
different parts of the country. 

No college team appears more 
than once in the 12-week network 
series, which includes at least one 

(Continued on page 42) 


Dorothy 


MORAN NIXES KAISER’S 
DEAL FOR TV SHOW 


Chicago, June 23. 
Local car dealer and teevee per- 








'Moran prefers to remain 
Windy City where he has always 
been happy and where his “roots 
are deep.” 





‘Meet Your Congress’ TV 
Show Goes Live for DuM 


DuMont last week bought “Meet 
Your Congress,’ the ex-Sen. Blair 
Moody television package, which it 
will breadecast Tuesdays at 8:30 
p.m. as a replacement for the 
| Martha Rountree-Lawrence Spivak 


ABC-TV AGAIN PACTS 
FOR SUGAR BOWL GRID stow. (Phe, Big stssuer "Con 


ABC-TV last week completed ne- | dicating as a filmed show, kicks off 
gotiations for telecasting the an-|on a live basis from Washington 
nual Sugar Bowl game from New | July 7. 

Orleans on Jan. 1. “Big Issue” goes off after more 


Network tele- | 
vised the game last year, first time | than a year and a half on the net- 
work, most of which time it was 


oo seen on video. ABC Radio| 
Will also carry the game, as it has! sponsored by Saturday Evenin 
in the past 18 years. | Post under the title of “Keep 
Les Arries, Sr., who joined the | Posted.” Program bowed in Oc- 
network a month ago as director | tober, 1951, under the Satevepost 
of sports, will produce the telecast | banner, but name was changed 
plus supplementary programming | after mag cancelled in March. 
during the week-long New Orleans | “Congress,” incidentally, has been 
Mid-Winter Spurts Carnival. seen in N. Y, via film on WPIX, 











Nut Via New TV Try 








KSD Signs NBC Spot 
Sales as AM-TV Rep 


NBC Spot Sales has peen named 
national advertising rep for the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch stations, 
KSD end KSD-TV, effective Oct. 1. 

George M. Burbach, general 
manager of the two stations, said 
the decision was based solely on 
anticipatec advantages of integrat- 
ing the stations’ Spot Sales opera 
tion with the net. KSD is one of 
the six original NBC affiliates, and 
KSD-TV was the originating sta 
tion of NBC’s TV midwest web. 


See U.S. ‘Fall Guy 


In Cabinet Split On 
Brit. Comm TV 


London, June 23. 

A wide diversity of opinion on 
commercial TV caused a split in 
the Cabinet at a meeting in the 
House of Commons last week. A 
scene resulted in Anthony 
Nutting, Foreign Under-Secretary, 
accusing some members of drag- 
ging the U. S. into the controversy. 
He claimed that opponents of the 
scheme were trying to smear all 
American broadcasts of the Coro- 


nation, whereas hundreds of Amer- | ( 
| WABC, N. Y. Program, aimed at | 


ican radio and TV networks pre- 
sented the ceremonial with pro- 
priety and restraint, agreeing with 
the British Ambassador that it was 
“a profound manifestation of sym- 
pathy and goodwill towards 
Britain.” 

The deadlock was brought about 
by aa big majority of members 
urging the Government to bring in 
sponsored TV immediately, while 
others wanted a debate on the sub- 
ject which would result in con- 
siderable delay. 

Parliament has given the green- 
light to the BBC plan to give cov- 
erage throughout Britain and five 
new permanent stations are 
skedded for completion early next 
year at the Isle of Wight, Plymouth, 
Aberdeen, Belfast and Newcastle. 


3-Hour Post-Midnight 
Deejay Strain Too Much, 
Henry Morgan Bows Out 


Late night radio audiences in 
New York got something of a jolt 
last week when Henry Morgan de- 
cided to call it quits on his WMGM 
show from Hutton’s West 5lst St. 
eatery. Morgan, who was released 
from a five-year pact with the sta- 
tion and from another contract 
with Hutton’s, stated strain of 
broadcasting three hours nightly, 
six nights a week, was too much 
for him, physically and mentally. 

Morgan’s biting satire wit and 
general show biz savvy, stemming 
from a long and colorful radio-TV 
career, had made the show one of 
the top contenders in late-night 
radio and had launched the west 
side Hutton’s (the old Lexington 
Ave. restaurant is a landmark and 


| scene of the origination of another 


| 


| 





former WMGM late night show, 


According to Moran, “It was a| Bea Kalmus’) in a big way. 


Strain showed couple of weeks 


Emcee of “The | ago, however, when Morgan found | 
Courtesy Hour” a televariety show, | himself losing his temper on the} 
in the} air. 


He went to Bermuda for a va- 
cation, and Steve Allen, Skitch 
Henderson & Faye Emerson and 
number of other top personalities 
pinch-gabbed for him for a week. 
When he contracted pneumonia in 
Bermuda that finally decided him. 

“When a guy of my constitution 
gets pneumonia, it’s time to quit,” 
said Morgan. He’s got no definite 
plans for the future—he’s current- 
ly narrating a television film series 
for Federal Telefilms and is mak- 
ing occasional TV panel appear- 
ances. Other than that, he said, 
he’s going to take it easy. 

Station is currently filling in 
with recorded music from 12 to 
1:30 a.m. It will extend the disk 
show to 2 a. m. this weekend. Now 
using staff announcers, it may go 


after a name deejay to fill the! 


time. 


Mutual Board to Meet 


Mutual execs and the 14 mem- 
bers of the network's affiliates Ad- 
visory Board meet in a regular ses- 
sion Friday (26) at Oyster Bay 
Country Club in Cape Cod, Mass. 

on will run over the week- 
end. 








BB PEN DICKERS FOR 
JESSEL SPONSORSHIP 


with ABC-TV to sponsor a 


| Jessel video series for its Rol-Rite 
Pens. Firm would co-sponsor the 
half-hour banquet table variety 
segment. 

ABC-TV is understood to be aim- 
ing at single or alternating spon- 
sors for the series. However, if 
a co-sponsor can be found for the 


| show, it will go ahead with BB. If 





| bankrolling a quarter-hour show 
biz chatter segment with Jessel. 


Virginia Graham’s Late 
Nite WABC Show Gets 


Circus Bar Origination 
Constantly changing New York 
| late-night disk jockey lineup gets 
|another new face starting June 29, 
| when Virginia Graham starts a 


| 
| 








|celebrity-music show from the Cir- | 


cus Bar of the Hotel Piccadilly on 


| homegoing theatregoers, will air 
'from 11:15 to midnight. 
Station meanwhile announced 


that Eva Gabor won’t be back in 
ithe fall with her Belmont Plaza 
| Hotel origination. Hotel is 
‘tracted for the midnight-to-2 a. m. 


for the slot. 
|conducts the “Food for Thought”’ 
TVer daytime on WABD, DuMont’s 
N. Y. key, subbed for Miss Gabor 
the week of June 2, her last week 
'on the air, and present new show 
lis the result of that stint. 

Miss Graham will be assisted by 
|Murray Kaufman, who produced 
| Miss Gabor’s airer and who'll also 
produce the new show. Program, 
which will be sponsored on a par- 
ticipating basis, replaces latter part 
of the cross-the-board George Ham- 
ilton Combs program, “Spotlight 
New York.” It’s set for a 10-week 
ride with options. 
into fall, WABC will 
station in town with two jabber- 
| jockey shows, back-to-back. 


‘CUBA’S BLUE NET 
STARTS TV AUG. 1 


Gaspar Pumarejo will inaugurate 
tele operations on the Blue net- 
work of Cuba starting Aug. 1. 
Pumarejo, who recently purchased 


|time, but hasn't yet lined up a name | 
| Miss Graham, who | 








| the chain from Ben Marden for 
| $1,000,000 will start video at 
/CMCY, Havana, and will then 


spread to other cities. Blue net- 
work now comprises nine AM sta- 
}tions and one shortwave outlet. 

| Pumarejo, who leaves N. Y. to- 
‘morrow (Thurs.) for Cuba, states 
‘that live programming must form 
|the keystone of Cuban tele opera- 
|tions. He says’ that films, 
| Whether the Hollywood product or 
jin Spanish, haven't been working 
/out too successfully. 
| He was at one time head of 
Union Radio which was the first 
tele station to start operations in 
Havana. He currently conducts 
“School of Television,” an amateur 
hour on Union Radio, which he'll 
transfer to his station. 


WITH’s Balto Story 


In a lowcost, effective presenta- 
tion, officials of the independent 
radio station WITH, Baltimore, yes- 
terday (Tues.) pitched its selling 
story of being “the best dollar buy 
in the Baltimore market” to some 
70 timebuyers at the St. Regis 
Hotel in New York City. 

Robert C. Embry, station’s man- 
| ager who with prexy and general 
manager Thomas G. Kinsley, Jr., 
| repped WITH, made an easel pres- 
;entation which included an obser- 
vation that local programming was 
taking the play away from net pro- 
gramming. Attendees left with a 
WITH reminder of the sales pitch 
in the form of an 8 x 11 booklet. 





| 











Detroit — Kenneth H. Boehmer 
has been named sales promotion 
manager of WJBK and WJBK-TV, 
succeeding Peter Storer, the sta- 
tion’s new commercial rep and 
merchandising manager. 





BB Pen Co. is reported dickering | 
quar- 
|ter-hour of the upcoming George | 


not, pen company is interested in} 


con- | 


Should it go! 
be the only | 


FCC Clears Chi Channel 2 for CBS: 
Zenith Loses Joint Operation Bid 


- Washington, June 23. 
, Zenith Radio Corp. bid for joint 
, operation with CBS of Channe] 2 
{in Chicago while the legal battle 
over the channel is fought in th, 
courts, was turned down. today 
when the FCC issued a specia]l 
temporary authorization to the net 
work to move its WBBM-TV op, 
ation from Channel 4 to Channe! 
2. 

The commission acted after 1 
|; contestants submitted their choic: 
of alternative solutions to use 
the channel prescribed by the 
l S. Court of Appeals pen: 
arguments on the case. The mov: 
from Channel 4 to 2 was required 
under the new FCC allocation. 
|The commission made its author- 
ization subject to the conditi 
that if a comparative hearing be- 
tween CBS and Zenith is ordered 
by the court, the equipment ex- 
penditures by either party as 
result of the authorization wil! 
not be considered pertinent to the 
final determination. 

In a six to one vote on the cass 
the commission held that joint op- 
eration of the station would not 
| be “feasible or practicable.” Em- 

phasizing the importance of “hare 

| monious relationship” among per- 
sons trusted with a TV license, the 
majority felt that “in view of ths 
| strong adversary position and the 
| conflicting interests” in the facili- 
|ties at issue, joint operations 
would be “‘illfated.” 

Regarding Zenith’s alternative 
proposal for operation of the sta- 


tion by an independent trustee, 
the commission decided that the 
problems which would be pre- 
| sented by such an arrangement 
| would make the scheme “infeas- 
| ible.” 

As to Zenith’s second alterna- 


(Continued on page 42) 


NBC-TV's Summer 
Chi Originations 


Chicago, June 23 

With three network shows set for 
NBC-TV origination here, the web 
|will receive a real summer hypo 
| but will show no capital gain. The 
| shows, two new and one a revival, 
fare all sustainers. 

“The Bennetts,” a soap opera, 
will be slotted back-to-back with 
“Hawkins Falls” at 10:15 a. m. 
daily. The new 15-minute dramatic 
show will be staffed by the same 
production team that turns out 
“Falls” each day. Preem is set lor 
July 6 with imported leads from 
New York and the Coast heading 
an otherwise local cast. 

“Super Ghost” panel show that 
spooked out last year after a short 
run is to replace “Sight-Seeing with 
j}at Swayzes” and the “Eddy Arn- 
/old Show” will summer sub for 
| Dinah Shore. 
| “Ghost” once again features Ber- 
| gen Evans as emcee, and will be in 
|view on Sundays in the 4:30 to 5 
; time slot. Eddy Arnold with the 
| Dickens Sisters also featured ema- 
inates from the Studebaker Thea- 
ltre with an audience beginning 
July 7 from 6:30 to 6:45 on Tues- 
day and Thursday evenings. 


Priscilla Morgan Exits 
L-W for Own Agency 


Priscille Morgan has checked out 
of the Liebling-Wood office and 
has set up her own agency for the 
hailing of TV writers, producers, 
directors and performers. In addi- 
tion to her own stable, which in- 
/ cludes among others David Shaw, 
| Arnold Shulman, Robert Anderson, 
| Martin Manulis, Don Appel, Robin 
| Chandler, Dan Levin and Dorothy 
|Greener, Miss Morgan will con- 
|tinue her association with Lieb- 
| ling-Wood on some other clients. 
| Femme agent is ex-Young & 
Rubicam. 


Mowrey a Consultant 


Paul Mowrey, who resigned as 
general manager of WABC-TV, 
ABC's N. Y. key, during the net- 
work shuffle which saw v.p. John 
_ Mitchell come in from Chicago te 
take over the N. Y. operation, has 
‘opened his own consultant's office 
fe 
| He'll act as both an advisory and 
sales rep for video stations. 
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CBS-TV’s “Toast of the Town” | that his opponent was faced with 
coasted its way into the summer! the prospect of defending two dif- 


season Sunday night (21), now that) fering 


Ed Sullivan, having disposed of the| 
show's fifth anni celebration for-| 


malities, is vacation-bent in Hol- 
lywood. As 
weather “Toast” 
played strictly as a filler show; a 
simple and unadorned vaude lay- 
it totally bereft of any spark or 
offbeat novelty. 

Initial emcee for the summer se- 
mester was Gracie Fields, no 
stranger to these “Toast” frolics 

a guest performer. But this time 


up Miss Fields was a disappoint- 
ment, for the most part confining 
} contributions to the intros 1n 


bringing on the acts (attended by 
an unfortunate curtain call miscue 
and forgetting the name of the 
fiveasting champ as the week’s 
sports entry.) For the closing few 
minutes Miss Fields turned up 


result the first hot | 
presentation | 


positions simultaneously. 
This was illustrated by McCarthy's 
accusation, “If Britain would stop 
shipping the sinews of war to the 
Reds, it would be performing a 
greater service than it does with 
its few British soldiers in Korea.” 
Rankine was so taken up with ex- 
plaining that the so-called “‘sinews” 
were fertilizer and rubber, and that 
Britain itself had no control ove 
the Ceylon and Hong Kong traffic 
with China, that he didn’t even 
have time to go into the matter otf 
soldiers in Korea 

Another “McCarthyism” was that 


of oversimplification of a comple 


subject coupled with farfetched 
exaggeration. For example, he 
stretched Prof. Albert Einstein's 


|} recent headline statement to mean 


with a couple of her own numbers, | 


but these, too, were lacking in the 
usual verve and bounce that have 
characterized some of her previous 
TV appearances, 

Otherwise “Toast” represented a 
reprise of standard turns—Kay 
Starr vocalizing (and doubling into 
both the front and final 
of the show); Jan Peerce for the 
operatic (“Carmen”) production 
number: the Arnaut Bros. in their 


portions | 


long familiar bird call act, and 
Jimmy Nelson’s ventro turn (the 
latter providing an unexpected} 


fillip by inserting some business in| 


the continuity which could 


only | 
be interpreted as a swipe at Milton | 


3erle. whose Tuesday night NBC-| 


TV show Nelson has just vacated.) 


Summer or no summer, Ray 
Bloch is still doing orchestral duty. 
Rose. 





Al Capp, who’s becoming such a 
peripatetic comic on the TVs, panel 
circuit that one wonders when he 
finds time to ink in the daily do- 
ings of Dog Patch and Lower Slob- 


a lively session of DuMont’s “Au- 
thor Meets The Critics” last Thurs- 
day (18). The cartoonist-cum-satire 
contributed to the merriment by 
debunking the high society charac- 
ters in Cleveland Amory’s best- 
seller, “The Last Resorts,” (50,000 
copies sold and being mulled as a 
Broadway musical) as “annoying 


|} venturers, 





|TV, doubled 


| (21). 
| largely 


mosquitos” and “stark, raving} 
nuts.” He questioned their social 
lineage, because he had never 


heard of most of them; lampooned 
their taste, because they preferred 
vulgarity over intellectual fodder; 
and derided them as money-grub- 


bing anachronisms, because they 
considered foolish common folk 
who worried about the state of 


the world. 

Like the other members of the 
panel, though, Capp couldn’t resist 
joining Ilka Chase and Bennett 
Cert in quoting the bizarre anec- 


dotes surrounding Bar Harbor, 
Newport, Saratoga and Palm 
Springs that Amory has managed 
to exhume. There was the goofy 
cowager who kept a stuffed white 
fox terrier in an ornate globe 
There was the scion who trotted 


a smartly groomed pig about his 
zillion-dollar parlor. There was the 
80-year-old socialite who went 
swimming with the seals at Bar 
Harbor and kept mistaking them 
for Mr. Cabot. 

Although agreeing that the bon 
ton idle rich used to pride them- 
selves on their stupidity, Miss 
Chase confessed an admiration for 


the old-line millionaires because 
they were individualists, “In any 
case,’ she said, turning on Capp. 


“how can you attack the rich when 
youre a rich man yourselt?” 


“I think it’s wonderful to be 
rich,” boomed Capp. “I’m a very 
rich man until March. Then I’m 
Just a common man.” 


All hands: agreed with Amory’s 
contention that the mores of the 
Four Hundred had indeed changed 


from the days when society gals 
were too shy to reveal their in- 
steps. Nowadays, Amory main- 
tained, it was a rare heiress who 


didn't display her stepins. Ra 


Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy dis- 


played his curiously facile debating 


tricks on General Bronze Corp.'s 
_American Forum of the Air” over 
‘BC-TV last Sunday (21 The 


Wisconsin Republican was piited 
inst Paul Scott Rankine. Wash- 
ington Bureau Chiet of the Reuters 
Agency of London. on the 
Xject, “What is the international 
eiect of MecCarthyism?.” and as 


VEWS 


verbal matches go, it wound up a 
draw 

The gambit that McCarthy em- 
} ed was what might be called 
t couble-pronged dig. His sinu- 
0 ~ Sé 


ntences were edged with two 
ailacks at one blow, with the result 


i} ing $30,000 in value 


that intellectuals “should conceal 
secrets of sabotage and espionage.” 
This was too gross a misquotation 
even for the moderator, Frank 
Blair, who corrected the senator. 
McCarthy indulged in still other 
debating acrobatics. He kept in- 
terrupting his opponent's period of 
talk with asides of “Oh, oh” and 
“Wait, wait.”’ He was by turn bland 
and savagely harsh for vocal ef- 
fects. And, at all times, he assumed 
the solemn, intense, momentous 
pose of a court prosecuting attor- 
ney. 
Rankine, however, 


was equally 


effective, by virtue of his know- 
ledgeable grounding in history. He 
charged that, whereas the U.S. wa: 


once recognized as a sanctuary 
for brash experimenters, crackpot 
idealists, and wildcat business ad- 
McCarthyism was creat- 
ing a climate of fear under which 
people afraid of confessing political 


BETTER LIVING TV THEATRE 
With Peter Roberts, narrator; E. 
J. Hanley, guest; Donald Woods, | 
others 


Executive Producer: James  L. 

Baker | 
30 Mins.; Sun., 1:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 


ABC-TV, from N, Y. 

There will always be a certain 
limited audience for industrial 
public relations films, and ABC-TV 
last Sunday (21) initiated a series 
based on them, which shapes up as 
an okay time-filler. As a little 
window-dressing, the initialer pre- 
ceded the Mode Art Productions 
film on with narrator Pete 
Roberts interviewing E. J. Hanley 
prez of Allegheny-Ludlum Stee! 
Corp. The discussion wasn't pat 
ticularly enlightening, the empha- 


steel 


Sis being on a repetition of that 
old axim teamwork gets things 
aor 

The film itself was adequately 
interesting It posed film actor 


Donald Woods as the public rela- 
tions director of a steel company 
seeking to show how steel “makes 


| people happy.”’ The dialog was of 


misjudgments, or else suffer loss | 
of their jobs, intimidation and 
social distrust. He said the “Mc- 


Carthy Controversy” had « 
an atmosphere akin to that in Eng- 


created | 


land when King James I scourged | 


the American pilgrims with, “I will 


| make them conform or I will harry 
bovia, popped up as antagonist on! 


them out of the country.” Rask. 


“The Big Payoff,’ which shells 
out prizes like mad as a daytimer 
Monday through Friday on 
up as a summer 
placement for the “Colgate Comedy 
Hour” on NBC-TV last Sunday 
The new evening stanza is 
distinguished by the fact 
that it is a half-hour longer than 
its daytime sister, and so it has 
all that extra time for being more 


|opulent with the moola. (Its pro- 


figures that 
prizes averag- 
each Sunday, 
includjng mink coats for the ladies, 


ducer, Walt Framer, 
Colgate is dispensing 


Kaiser Manhattan autos for the 
| gents, and a KLM Royal Dutch 
Airline expense-paid trip to any 


| largely 
; women. There 


city the jackpot winners prefer.) 
Show caught shaped up as one 
designed to appeal to 
are fashion shows 
between sessions of — baronial 
largesse (designs by Hannah Troy 
Mollie Parnis, Ceil Chapman, 
Jacques Fath), and the femmes are 
encouraged to send in letters so 
that they can participate in the 
winnings with contestants. Femcee 
Bess Myerson, a former’ Miss 
America beauty contest winner, 
and Beity Ann Grove, who does 
a bit of hoofing and piping, are 
both succulent dishes, but apart 
from these entrees, male viewers 
are apt to get bored by the repe- 
titious proceedings. After 30 min- 
utes, even the vicarious enjoyment 
of vatching other people win 
boodle is bound to grow jaded. 
Questioning of the contestants 
is done by Randy Merriman, a 
handsome fellow, who performs his 
functions with slick, but humor- 
gusto. Framer, a veteran at 
giveaway dodge, has contrib 
several cute production 
The business of inserting 
a “Little Big Payoff.’ in which a 
boy and his little girl friend vie 
for puppydog and bicvcle prizes, 
is bound to make femme viewers 
happy. The notion of focussing the 


less, 
the 

uted 
touches 


camera on the elated face of the 
contestant’s wife or daughter. altel 
one of the four questions is an- 


swered correctly, also adds to the 
human interest, 

Plugs for the manufacturers con- 
tributing products to the winners’ 
wardrobes are perhaps too lavish; 
at times. one has a hard time re- 
membering that it is Colgate, afte1 
all, that’s sponsoring the show. 

Rask. 





Switch Affiliations 
tock Island, Ill., June 23 
CBS and ABC are exchanging at- 


filiates here. 

WHBF, currently with ABC 
lines up with CBS on July 1 
WQUA, Moline. shifts from CBS 


to ABC en that date. 


CBS- | 
re- | 


the conventional rah-rah schoo] of 
high-pressure publicity, quite un- 
convincing, which was unfortunate, 
because She scope of the subject 
was such that understatement 
would have made it more dramatic 
There were good shots of a pret- 
zel-twisting machine (which looked 
similar to those seen on the scien- 
tific “Omnibus” last 


section ef “Omni 
spring), of jet planes soaring into 
flight, of a boy happily eating ice- 
cream scooped from the stainle 

steel of a drugstore soda fountain 


and of the employment of steel for 
making blood transfusions, penicil 
lin and lab experiments 
Other industrial films skedded 
for the future will show. behind- 
the-scenes operations of the bread 


industry, the power industry, rail- 
roads and traffic management 
Ras} 

KAY ASHTON-STEVENS SHOW 
With Hy Delman, guests 
Director: Bob Gittin 
30 Min.; Fri., 11:30 p.m. 
WBKB, Chicago 

By correcting mistakes made on 
an earlier edition of this same 
show, and by surrounding herself 
with articulate guests, Kay Ash- 
ton-Stevens has lifted what might 
have been a run-of-the-mill inter- 
view show to the position of top- 
notch entertainment 

Leonard Sillman, loquacious pro- 


ducer of “‘New Faces,” sparked in 
terest that was lacking in last 
week’s preem installment With 
“Pal Joey” star Lionel Stander sit- 
ting in, the two legit stage per- 
sonalities tossed around the ques- 
tion of best port of entry into show 


biz by newcomers. 

In addition to his 
Stander brought along a 
discovery, Joe Whitman, for an 
audition before Sillman. This fact 
occupied a good deal of the conver- 


opinion 
Singing 


sation both before and after the 
Singer pertormed, 

Billed as a “heart singer’ and 
; praised excessively by Mrs. Stev- 


ens and Stander, the young. bari: 


tone failed to live up to the ter- 
rific advance buildup. 
Happily, Mrs. Stevens has fo! 


lowed the advice in 
viewers, and the 
and scraping of 
the initialer, were 
this issue, 
Following a slow-moving opening 


letter from 
reading of seript 
chai flav of 
not present on 


that consisted of a discussion of 
the Rosenberg spy case between 
the hostess and Hy Delman, re- 


porter for Chi's American, the show 
picked up considerably as the con- 
versation moved to the more fa- 
miliar ground for Mrs. Stevens of 
the theatre world. Being her fort 
it was then that the = attractive 
emcee’s talents blossomed forth 
Mrs. Stevens’ “man Friday,” Del 
man, had little more to contribute 
after the opening chitchat session 
although he tried, without succe 
to break in to Stevens-Sillman- 
Stander repartee that came later. 


GLEN HURLBURT SHOW 

Producer: Glen and Dorothy Hurl- 
burt 

Director: Forrester Mashbir 

15 Mins.: Thurs., 7:15 p.m. 

KPIX, San Francisco 


This is bright musical fare fea- 
turing blind pianist-composer Glen 
Hurlburt singing and playing cur- 
rent fave tunes and original com- 
positions 

On last time-block viewed (11 
Hurlburt offered a novelty tune 
a fine piano interpretation ol 
“Moulin Rouge” and a fairytale 
et to a pianistic mood. He chat- 
ted informally about TV’s history 
and offered viewers recordings ot 
his tune “Cable Car Concerto.” 

Hurlburt geal esh for both 
adult and moppet dialers. His mu- 


sical menu is frothy, his chats em- 
brace good huin 
€ra work 1 
catching musician's dancing fin- 
gers at the keyboard These in- 
gredients should prompt a permi- 
nent niche in the local video scene 
Tone. i 


an interest Cam- 
merit in 


ites special 


BANK ON THE STARS 

With emcee Jack Paar, Ivan Dit- 
mars orchestra, others 

Producer: John Nelson 

Executive Producer: Marlo Lewis 

Director: Dave Rich 

36 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p.m. 

CBS-TV, from N.Y. 
This entry into the 

participation summer sweepstakes 

has two pleasant assets, the per- 

sonable Jack Paar as emcee and the 

use of recent pix releases on which 

to base the questions shot at each 


audience- 


| pair of contestants. 


On the premiere last Saturday 
20), Paar won over his audience 
With a mild introduction of hi 
elf and an exhibit of a blowup 
picture of bis infant. Having thu 
established himself on an intimate 
basis with the viewe! he did 
nothing to spoil the od pire 
sion. He did not try { b Wu 
or act like Santa Claus in 
away money 


Questions are based on observa 
tion of clips of new pix, which in 
cluded in the first program bits of 
“Scared Stiff,” “Melba,” “Let's Do 
It Again,” and identification of the 
voice of Kirk Douglas in “The Juy 


gler’ (the contestants only heard 
Douglas, while the tele audience 
saw the scene). 

The short clips from the films 


serve as good advance trailers fot 
the pix. Presence of Marlo Lewis 
co-producer of “Toast of the 


Town,” which has been showeasiny 
new pix clips, as exec producer of 
“Stars” is probably the answer in 
the obtaining of clips from film 
firms 

Contestants, facing three ques 
tions, stand to win $50 for each 
and top scoring team gets a chance 
at a $250 bonus question ‘(these 


prices are half those announced in 


the first CBS-TV release on the 
show). If a team is disqualified 
(when neither partner answers 
correctly), it dips into a barrel of 
silver dollars with one hand each 
so that no one leaves empty hand 
ed. A serviceman and his fianece 
won $400 top money on the first 
show 


Patrice Munsel, who sang in the 
“Melba” clip, appeared in person 
to take a bow, as did producer 5 
P. Eagle from the audience 

Program is a good welding of 
pix and tele in the quiz format. It 


will be interesting to see if short 
scene exposure of new releases on 
this show will hypo the boxoffice 
of those pix. Certainly the TY 
film wedding seems closer with 
this show Horn 


WIN AND BILL 


With Winfield Ruelke William 
Lent 

30 Mins.; Sat., 6 p.m, 

Sustaining 


WATV, Newark 
Storytelling, 
lustrations 


augumented by il 
pertinent to the narra 


tion, make up this half-hour entre 
which should find favor with the 
moppet set. Content of yarn a 


livered on opening show, Saturda 
(20), was grooved along education 
al lines. Kids were briefed on the 


life of Dr. George Washington 
Carver and were made aware of! 
the difficulties he had to contend 
with because of being a Nevro. A 
minor fault wa that Win 
Unele Win Rue lke oer popall 
resorted to a. stereotyped Neuro 
dialect in his narrative. Otherwiss 
he delivered in an Okay manne 
for juve audiences 

William (Captain Bill) Lent 
on hand to highlight the yarn a 
pensing with related illustration 
which he put on paper a thas 
story progresses. In addition, he 
also gives a drawing lesson to both 
home viewers and a studio panel 
of children Latter, between 
ave of even and 12, are selecte 
for the show each week. Pitch: 
for Venus pencils are integral 
into stanza running time 


SPORTSCOPE 
With Bob Bender, George Mariott 
others 
30 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 
GENERAL TIRES 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
(D'Arcy 


Program spotlights area spoilt 
events and interview handled b 
,0b Jender: Teleneyv port 
flashes. narrated by Tommy Hen 
rict and commercials, delivered 
by George Mariott. It is a reason 
ably viewable half-hour, for. the 
modest budget involved The a 
terviews, varying in appeal and 
impact, cover a wide range: b 
ball. golf, tennis, football 
ming, track. soccer, hockey, welzh 
lifting, curling, fishing, et 

Sound General Electric Ce 


icy of balance for all groups in 
iting area is evidenced. ‘Thus 
were presented 
Manager Skeete 
Infielder Walls 
local boy), of Schenectad 
club, and wit 
Zennington, % 
One of the 
demonstrations 
golfing 


3everly 


ope! 
interview 
yme night \ 


and 


ith 
Nev 

Habel 
ka 


members otf a 


nine 


tern lJeague 


emi-pro most 
interesting recent 
was offered on the prope! 
swing and approach, by 


(Continued on page 42) 


'STUDIO ONE SUMMER THE- 
ATRE 

(The Paris Feeling) 

With Susan Douglas, Marshall 
Thompson, Odette Myrtil, Vin- 
ton Hayworth, Lilia Skala, Boris 
Marshalov, Mischa Auer, others 

Producer: John Haggott 

Director: Matt Harlib 

Writer: Patricia Collinge (from a 
Paul Horgan story) 

60 Mins.; Mon., 10 p.m. 

WESTINGHOUSE 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

First offering of the Studio One 


Summer Theatre, “The Paris Feele 
ing” on CBS-TV last Monday (22), 
was the television equivalent of 
publishing’s summer reading, 
which commonly identified by a 

neral relaxation of scriousness 


lceling™” had no larger purpose 
than the telling of a postliberation 
Paris love 


lieutenant 


an American 
and a French girl, but 
whatever integrity the romance 
might have nad was dissipated in 
a welter of cliche comedy, char- 
acters, lines and situation. 

_ What with the love almost at 
first sight, the play on obvious dif- 


story of 


ferences between Americans and 
the French, and the final-act res- 
cue of the girl from a wedding of 
convenience with a much older 
man, who is revealed to be a col- 
laborator and thus hustled off to 
the clink, the Patricia Collinge 
adaptation of a Paul Horgan story 
Wit an embarrassingly familiar 
presentation To top the old fa- 
miliar paces, end of the play had 
the wirl’s aunt telling the looie 
“What are you sitting here for? 
She waiting for you!” whereupon 


there is a final embrace as French- 
women cluck “Crazy Americans!” 


\s the American officer in love, 


Marshali Thompson played a rou- 
tine role with the cleancut be- 
wilderment demanded of it Ile 
was most impressive in the long 
osculation scenes with Susan 
Douglas, to which he brought pas- 
sion and conviction Miss Doug- 
las was handsome but listless, 
given to garbling her French ac- 
cent and throwing away her lines, 
Odette Myrtil the girl’s hard- 
bitten, mercenary aunt, gave body 
and force to her character but un- 


fortunately, althouch spieling fluid 
French, spoke Enelish in a varia- 
ble French accent 

Vinton 
could with hi 
Major who vy 
heart, while Lilia 
Marshaloyv, 1 pect 
mother and ung betrothed, were 
than shadows in sketchily 
role Mischa Auer was 
ted in v tf amounted to no 
more than two lhon 


Hayworth did 
part of an 
Boy 
Skala and 
vely the virl’s 


what he 
amiable 
Seout at 


soris 


no more 
ritten 


“ 
Wal 


Sets, as usual - 
winter or summer, were excellent, 
for which credit voes to set 
ivgner Willard Levita 

vally effective fur 
Havyott production was 
rangement of a descen 
elevator, with cameras 
from and into the conveyans 
yond 4 CO ) ted 
bit of } ? \] { 


mV mito Ni ‘ Or) 


on “Studio One 


ti ur in ot 

the ar- 
ling hotel 
shooting 
he- 
and well- 
HWarlib's 
needed 


and 


clone 


tare 1 hyteovyer of loore enc 


Horn, 


COWBOY CGC SEN 
With Russell Hayden, 
gan, Phil 


Jackie 
Arnoid, others 
Producer: Henry Donoven 
Directors: Leshe Selander, 
Collins, George Cahan 
Vriter: Buckle Anceil 
;) Mins.: Sat un 5:30 
fAYSTEE BREAD 
WPIX, New York 


rail i] x ! 


('00- 
Lew 


pom, 


acceptabie 
and ought 
riion of the A \- 
adult aud 1o0 


’ Stories 
ience ries, 


tten by various tree cene 


about Ru 


ght and handsome 
nd Coogan the bumbling sidekick 
But on show caught tors ustained 
i little interest ; 
cript had them wandering inio 
where the dies rar 

! where suffi n a ho 
issue It all finished with 
ind Coogan foiling a plot bs 
imbler to take 
Hayden and Cor Ook 
the ping ide a Jean 
Parker as the lady mayor Pho- 
tography was good, and production 
i trimmings okay. Chan. 


0' ! ee piace 


on tne 
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34 RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 








Don McNeill Simulcast 
Marks 20th Anni of ABC 


‘ROBERT Q’s WAXWORKS 
With Eddie Fisher, Moondog, How- 
ard Nelson 


| THE MONEY RECORD 

With Mitch Miller 

| 25 Mins.; Sunday, 12:35 p.m. ' 

| WNEW, N.Y. ter ora eS —_ 

' An articulate man-behind-the-| Writer-director: Ray Allen 
record, highly pub-| 30 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m 


‘1 ‘p’ ? phonograph ; : “O. 
Perennial—- B fast Club licity-nisded and, in himself, good| WEBSTER CHICAGO CORP. 


By BOB CHANDLER 


In any of the arts, including 
broadcasting and telecasting, it's 
been pretty much agreed that if 
a creative group hits upon a unl- 
versal theme and carries it through 
properly, the r¢ ulting program 1s 
bound to he a succe If there 


n\ ow that prove tne | it 
it Don McNeill Breakfast 
( ce rated 1 QOL! 
i e) esterd Tu th 
4 i} on \ B¢ 

I " yadcaster, € 

Pr ( » wonde! iat 
ne of nveredient go intO a how 
which has managed to retalig a 
highly loyal and widespread fol 
| 


owing througheut 20 years and 
has to all intents and purposes 
heen unaffected by television. That 


‘copy because of personality and CBS, from N. Y. Pa 

| performance, it was a natural for The glib Robert Q. Lewis ag 
Columbia Records’ a&r topper,|derway on his summertime " Wax- 
Mitch Miller, to handle a show of | Works” Sunday nighter with trans- 
his own. This is a Sunday noon|cribed show that has all the in- 
half-hour, lacking five minutes,| gredients for winning and holding 
titled “The Money Record.” It is wide listenership. The Q’er not 





hep, replete with industry inside | only turns a neat record with back | 


stuff and projected in a= savvy and front gab but provides a click 
tvie. which is by no means too} pace-changer via name interview- 
tradeyv for the diskophil because | ee ast Sunday (21) these were 


they (in other words. the custom-| red-hot Eddie Fisher and the 
e! are the real hepsters of the | unique Moondog. whose turban and 
trade. Thev’re the ones who de-| elongated beard are one of the 
cide whieh is a “dog” or a money more picturesque sights in Goth- 
platter. an doorv 

Miller wisely h vul the Another fillip is the session’s 
other way in being objective andj “Collector's Corne r,”’ which this 


eminently fair in treating with all| trip had the 1934 Columbia disk 
labels: it would have been too| of the late Grace Moore in “One 
palpably a_ mistake, { 
outer-trade, to utilize this as a| provide a sock and schmaltzy nos- 


broadcaster would have done well| cuffo commercial for his favorite | talgic moment whenever it’s played 


to look in on the simulcast. 


For | disk brand. Fact that Col’s “Song as a retrospecter. 
in spite of the hoopla that sur-| From Moulin Rouge” (Percy Faith- | 


With characteristic daring, Lewis 


rounded the anni (including month- | Felicia Sanders) is utilized for the | said he was skipping the top plat- 
long promotion by ABC, a week-| topper-offer as the country’s No. 1| ter of the week (“Song from Mou- 


long series of salutes by the net- 
work’s radio and TV shows, a spe- 


cial half-hour radio salute Mon- | tion that next 


day night, and to cap it off, a 
proclamation by Chicago Mayor 
Martin H 
23 Don McNeill Day in the Windy 
City), the anniversary simulcast 
retained those day-to-day qualities 
that have made it the longtime 
radio favorite it is. 

Such human touches as a lady 
with a story to tell about her little 
‘irl and a bathroom, which 
{cNeill had to check out before 
he could let her tell it and then 
decided he'd better not; a little 
girl who wrote to McNeill coming 
onstage to tell him she disapproved 
of his grammar; a quickie inter- 
view with a moppet in a cowboy 
outfit, with McNeill playing the 
role of a bandit and having the 
boy pull out his six-shooter and 
plug him; a bashful 14-year-old 
who admired vocalist Peggy Tay- 
lor by mail but shied off when she 
sang to him—all touches of uni- 
versal appeal which all types of 
people recognize and enjoy. And 
the daily custom of a minute of 
prayer helps bring the show home 
to people throughout the country. 

Sense of the unexpected, due to 
an intentional lack of rehearsal, 
lent the show, as it does every day, 
a feeling of informality. Couple of 
months ago, McNeili explained the 
failure of his nighttime television 
show a couple of years ago, stating 
that it was due to the fact that 
they couldn't attain a sense of in- 
timacy when they had to rehearse 
a program all week. “Let ’em put 
some cameras on ‘Breakfast 
Club’,” he said, “and we'll give 
them a good television show sim- 
ply by ignoring the cameras.” 

That’s exactly what was done in 
the simulcast, and except for some 
inept timing of the commercials 
(Swift had the mniddle half hour 
of 9:15 to 9:45 on radio while 
Philco had it on tele, necessita- 
ting separate commercials), show 
was a natural for daytime, or 
rather morningtime, television. If 
and when ABC-TV is ready to start 
network service in the mornings, 


it's got a prize commodity on hand | 
| 


to kick it off with. 

Program had its share of nos- 
talgia and 
none of it overdone 
21 “Breakfast Club Babies” on band, 


all born on June 23, 1933, date of | 
the program’s first broadcast. Most 


of them were dispensed with via 
quickie but friendly interviews 
The 21st. “one to grow on,’ was 
a sailor flown in from the Pacific 


and rejoined with his mother after | 


16 months. Bit was handled with 
warmth but no stickiness. (Homes 
and occupations of the 
“babies” pointed up the still great 
coverage and listening audience 
afforded by radio). 

Another feature was presenta- 
tion to the audience of MecNeill's 
family—his wife, Kay, and_ his 
three sons. Still later, he introed 
his parents and sisters. And going 
back, he recalled beginnings of 
the show and its major events 
through the years—a performance 
On the flight deck of the aircraft 


carrier Enterprise and one in a| 


jampacked Madison Square Gar- 
den in N.Y. He had Eddie Ballan- 
tine, now the orch leader and an 
Original member of the orch, do 
an oldie, “Too Much Mustard,” in 
the original 1933 style and in a 
modern version. 

Cast was in there pitching too— 
the amiable clown, Sam Cowling, 
singers Johnny Desmond and Miss 
Taylor producer Cliff Petersen, 
and finally, Fran Allison, in her 
“Aunt Fanny” characterization, de- 
livering a warm and well-deserved 
accolade to McNeill. To top the 


show off, McNeill treated his en-| of the brand of good diskolo 
tire Hotel Morrison studio audi-| showmanship that this indie s 
ence to breakfast—‘‘about time,” | tion, 


he said. 


Kennelly making June | 


Martin's first on Victor, the Florian 


sentiment, but with | 
McNeill had 


various | 


money record has only the coin-| lin Rouge’’) 


it’s been» all 
| cidence of actual fact 


Instead he drew 


since 
His indica-| around the dials. 
week's accent on|/on the Rosalind Russell-Edjth 
|“April In Portugal,” which took| Adams “Wrong Note Rag” from 
| from Jast fall until June to hecome “Wonderful Town” (Decca), wrong- 
|}a hit, must perforce veer to Les] noting that it was the bestselling 
Baxter’s Capitol platter, Freddy | album “as chosen by Mike Gross 

of Variety.” He was only 50% 
ZaBach treatment on Decca, Tony} right in that individual staffers 
Martin’s vocal on Victor, Col’s own} have no part in such selections, 
version was merely “covered” by/|the leaders being arrived at via 
Ken Griffin’s organology. weekly polling, as are all other 

Miller almost erred in teeing off | “bests” in the chart setups. 
with the Jimmy Boyd-Frankie The deejay cut-in, from Boston, 
Laine record, ‘Tell Me A Story,” | was Howard Nelson (WEEI), who 
which was distinguished more by] said New England’s biggest seller 
the Terry Gilkyson songwriting |is Perry Como’s Victor platter of 
story, because this is by no means|the Rodgers-Hammerstein “No 
the “‘Mommy Kissing Santa Claus’ | Other Love,” from “Me & Juliet,” 
mare magpene gel last fall. But| followed by a spinout of the disk. 
1€ really got into high with “Say| Moondog’s contribution on his 
You're Mine Again,” performing | cojjection of instrumental weirdies 
the original 3-Dons-Ginny Greer) wag that Mars label thing called 
version on Allied, thence Coral’s| «Ootcy” pilus another jungle type 
version by The Modernaires, the| tine. 'Moondog said he'd like to 
June Hutton-Alex Stordahl (Cap) play in doorways the rest of his 
platter and finally Perry Como’s| life, He admitted that he had “ar- 
RCA Victor top seller. Miller's ac-| piveq” The interview, said Lewis 
cent was that no interpretative dif-| \3¢ taped in a doorway at 1291 
ference distinguished all versions; | ci y+) Toe (known officially as Ave 
that “unfortunately the trade can't of the Americas) y : 
prevent imitation,” hence all are The Fisher gab related mostly to 
carbons of the original. his British appearances and a cou- 

His somewhat inconclusive sum- ple of interesting incidents with 
mation was, therefore, that the | princess Margaret. Then came the 
singer's name-power, the oppor- finale, a wrapup of Fisher’s Victor 
tunity for exploitation and faster cutting of his latest breakthrough, 
pressing (manufacturing) facilities | «]'m Walking Behind You,” with 
might be considered having swung| the lush Hugo Winterhalter back- 
the pendulum to the Como version. ing of the Billy Reid tune. Lewis 
This was rather grudging kudos} carries the ball on the Webster 
and not in keeping with the gen-| Chicago record changer and tape 
eral objectiveness of the program. | recorder plugs. Some of them can 
In actuality the trade knows full} stand editing. Trau. 
well that many an indie or lesser | ndineepnemainasaian 
known label eclipses the name-, 
exploitation- or manufacturing-| WE SAW TOMORROW 
power of the majors. | With Meivyn Dougias, narrator 

For example, the coliaborative | Director: George Movshon 
values that went into “Moulin! Writer: Emil Corwin 
Rouge” by Faith, Miller, Miss San-| 30 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
ders and William Engvick were | NBC, transcribed 
vivid—Percy Faith, didn’t want| This is a publie service project 
the central theme diffused as it 
is in the score; both got Engvick to 
write a new lyric, and thus the 
“wandering” that obtains in the 
John Huston film production score 
was eliminated in the platter pro- 
duction. 

Miller intelligently — discussed | on revealing economic, social and 
the values of gimmicks; cham-| political attitudes of the south-of- 
pioned the present crop of worthy! the-border countries. It’s not too 
songs, viz., “Ruby,” “Limelight,” | cerebral for those who want more 
‘Moulin Rouge, ‘Il Believe, and | than a picture post card insight 
for every deprecation of barking | of the Latino neighbors. 
dogs and echo chambers (“Doggie Major credit belongs to Emil 
In the Window”), he pointed to} Corwin who scripted and made the 
yesteryear’s “Hut-Sut Song,” “Bar-| tapings. On preem show Sunday 
ney Google,” “Yes, We Have No| (22), Corwin did a cross-section of 
Bananas.” As for electronic gim-| Mexico. His interviews at hospitals, 
micks, if they are part of the song | jibraries, power plants and farms 


and its’ interpretation Miller ivi ? 
=o « were terse and vivid. Commentary, 
thinks these are definite values. : : 


He recalled that when Paul White- 
man introduced fiddles in a dance 








for a six-week ride on NBC, “We 
Saw Tomorrow,” a United Nations 
production, takes the dialer on a 
tour of Latin America via on-the- 
spot tapings. Series is no ordinary 





Douglas, knit 


intra- and| Night of Love,” which will always | 


all hands can be proud of. Skedded | 


travelog, however, since it’s pegged | 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| J. Glen Taylor, v. p. of General Teleradio and Mutual, addressed 
the North Carolina Broadcasters Assn. last week at Nag’s Head, N. C 
. . . Kal Ross, WMGM sportscaster and sports editor of Cue, narrated 
a series of film shorts in industrial organizations in Milwaukee for 
the Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce ... WQXR aired the 2.000th 
Goldman Band concert from Central Park Monday (22)... Edythe 
J. Meserand, onetime assistant director of news and special event 
WOR-Mutual, opened a gift shop on Lexington Ave. last week 
Henry T. (Hank) Wilson upped from business news editor of the M 
tual press department to manager of the WOR and WOR-TV pr: 
division ... WNYC inaugurating a series on the growth of 
industries, “Our Freedom’s Blessing” Henry Anderson, insurar 
manager of American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres, named 
of the insurance division of .the American Management Assn. 
Dorothy Lovett, actress who last appeared on “Father Knows Best 
in from the Coast to join her husband director Jack Hively . . . Howie 
| Leonard, formerly announcer-deejay at WLAW, Boston, now with 
| WPOR, Portland, Me. . . . Dag Hammarskjold, U.N. secretary-genera), 
| makes first radio address since taking office on CBS Radio’s “U.N.— 
| On the Record” next Saturday (27). Francine Owen, after giving birth 
|to her second son, Christopher Eric, on June 6, returns to her role 
of Debbie on “Right to Happiness” tomorrow (25) .. . Eric Sevareid 
awarded honorary degree by Cornell College ... Sherwood Dodge 
| appointed v.p. in charge of marketing and media supervision for Foote, 
Cone & Belding ... Ely Landau, Inc., vidpix packager, pacted Jack 
Trop as associate producer on the “Bill Corum Sports Life” series and 
R. H. Hays, Bob Wald, Henry Misrock and James Truex as scripters 
for ‘‘The Passerby” series. 


. . . Florence Britton, formerly of Young & Rubicam, made story editor 
of Westinghouse “Studio One” under aegis of incoming producer 
Felix Jackson ... Edwin Cox of Kenyon & Eckhardt agency will 
chairman the Eastern Annual Conference of the N. Y., New England 
and Atlantic Councils of the American Assn. of Advertising Agencies 
to be held Nov. 10-11 in the Roosevelt Hotel. 


H. V. Kaltenborn, 75 on July 9, celebrating July 11 with friends 
at his Stonybrook, L. I., home... Av Westin, CBS Radio news re- 
porter, sails July 10 for a European vacation... Ben Alcock and 
Rey Winsor made veeps of the Biow Co., former in charge of tele 
commercial production and latter of creative radio-tele programming 
. .. Dallas Townsend, CBS Radio special events director, addressed 
grads of the National War College—50 senior colonels in the U. S. 
Army—last Thursday (18) ... Carter Products renewed CBS Radio’s 
“City Hospital” through next September. 


Murry Salberg named Program Promotion Manager for CBS Radio 
. . . Helen Gerald appearing on ABC’s “Mystery Theatre” today (Wed.) 
Bill Hosie, former NBCite now in radio-tele charge at Hill & Knowlton, 
Inc., back at desk after bedded for almost two weeks with colitis. 


Bob Haymes of WCBS-Radio received special pair of postman’s shoes 
yesterday (Tues.) from 1,000 Westchester- County letter carriers, on 
behalf of his 15-mile ‘‘Postmen’s Walk” in Yonkers to get contributions 
for cerebral palsied children . . . Ed Smollett, ex-Marvin Drager and 
DuMont, has joined David O. Alber as account exec. 


Mary Pates, secretary to WWRL program manager Fred Barr, upped 
to station traffic manager ...WLIB gets an award from Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) for its public services aiding immi- 
grants ... Miles Laboratories renewed “Curt Massey Time” for an- 
other year on Mutual ...Sam Rossant, who headed the WMGM 
Radio Attractions sales setup at WMGM until recently, joined ABC 
as a sales account exec. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


For the superstitious, who believe that fate rules by threes, it can 
be said that suicide cycle at Don Lee has passed. First it was Tommy 
Lee, then “Dick” Wiley and Lewis Allen Weiss. Physician, who at- 
tended Weiss through his illness, said in all his medical career he had 
never seen a man deteriorate so quickly. Of Weiss’ host of intimate 
friends, Fulton Lewis, Jr., took it the hardest. He almost broke up 
on his broadcast and had difficulty continuing when he told of 
the loss of his best friend. Lewis always house-guested with the Weiss’ 
when he was in L. A. on lecture tour .. . Nat Wolff “passes through” 
next month en route to a month’s stay at his favorite retreat along 
| the Lake Tahoe shoreline. Acting member of the family, professionally 
| Edna Best, will be at La Jolla for a swimsuit version of “Janie”... 
Chet Brouwer and the Harry Owens’ finagled space on United Airlines 
| for two weeks in Hawaii. What turned the trick at a time when every- 
| body and his brother is hula-happy is that Brouwer’s agency, Ayer, 
has the United account, which sponsors Owens on television... 
Agencies with swimsuit accounts are keeping a wary eye on encroach- 
,ing friendships. On losing Cole of California to Young & Rubicam, 

Foote, Cone & Belding swung Catalina over from David Hillman. Fast- 
coming Rose Marie Reid of Burbank is being coveted by majors but 
| going along with Carson, Robert. Jantzen is still cozy with Botsford, 
Constantine & Gardner ... CBS Radio screened the promotion film, 
“It’s Time For Everybody,” to more than 1,000 of the trade and press 
at two Ciro showings and won a goodly round of raves for the skilled 
handling of a difficult subject—that is, se‘ling radio pictorially which 
is TV's domain. CBS Radio prez Adrian Murphy said that a year ago 
radio was “a doubtful thing” but that the first promotional film helped 
| turn the tide. He expects even more fruitful results from the current 








excellently narrated by Melvyn. color animated 16-minute short. 
the half-hour to-| 


band they were considered gim- gether neatly. Terig Tucci's back-| IN SAN FRANCISCO .* <é& < 


|micks; ditto mutes; that even a ground score gave the stanza an} 


exciting flavor. Gros. 
FOO O44 44 46444464446444464664 


Radio Follow-Up 


POFFO teeeoe 


mike, in today’s vocal interpreta- 
tions, could be considered a gim- 
mick. He kudosed Les Paul & 
Mary Ford for their capabilities 
With only a guitar and a femme 
voice to produce consistently 
“money records,” as illustrated by 
their ‘Sittin’ On Top of the World” 
, current release. 


this should be a continuing show 


vague a 
and not a summer stopgap for Art | 


(N.Y.) 


“Report to 


in itself, is a good session taking 





creation to performance on a disk 
| date. Ford’s show is ordinarily in| concerning pix generally but there 
| this spot but he is on vacation. was never any clear-cut definition 
| Miller, as artists & repertoire | of “message.” Result was a discus- 


the usual one man’s opinion dialog 


chief for Col, is perhaps the best | sion that was given little direction | 


known (to the public) personality | despite the efforts of Mrs. Dorothy 
| behind the record biz, and his abil-| Dunbar Bromley, as moderator, to 
ity to express himself with author-| stimulate an informative session. 


| ity qualifies him for this chore. It's} Whether a pic of any social com- 


good listening and another sample ment at all was “message” or 
gy | whether it required.s Congression- 
nship ta-|al investigation to warrant that 
1. WNEW, has generally identity was given blurry focus. 
achieved, Abel. | Gene. 


| KNBC named Alfred W. Crapsey supervisor of public affairs, edu- 
| cation and transcription sales operations. He replaces Bill Gavin who 
resigned to join Moulin Studios as producer-director of TV films and 
recording ... Radio station KMAK takes to the air (25) in Fresno, 


| Kin . » . Rusty Draper, former local teevee fave, inked (30) to Hermie 


King’s Rumpus Room , - » KSFO Boss ‘Alan Torbet appointed chair- 
|man of Broadcast Advertising Bureau confab here . .. Barbara Ran- 


Otis L. Guernsey, Jr.. Bertram | 4all KCBS librarian (and sister of Joan and Constance Bennett) on 
Block and Lee Zhito as the panel | ¢Xtended sick leave , 
If Miller can maintain standard,| of “authorities” were tossed too | Winroux Productions to go to Hollywood . . . Walt Jensen swifted in 

question on WMCA’s ‘0 air two “Quick, What’s the Answer?” at Mutual's affiliate KFRC 
ind 6 the People’ | 
Ford's “Recording Session,” which,| Monday (22). In their oral work-| KXA, Seattle, by KSFOwners. 


. . John Atterbury resigned as art director for 


- » » KSFO salesmen John Mowbray and Dick Schutte promoted to 
Mowbray will he commercial manager 


outs on Hollywood's attitude anent!... Carl Nielsen, former network radio sales executive, switched to 
the listener on a tour from song} “message” films the trio provided | KCBS radio sales, 


Other new KCBS faces—William Switzer, news 


| dept.; Carol Roliff, technical staff: Lois Rainville, sales. Alan Johnston 


resigned as KCBS account exec to join Ziv TV Films ...KNBC 
sales gal Helen Debolt to marry Arthur Holmlund next month... 
Deejay George Oxford celebrated six “Sepia Serenade” years on 
KWBR, Oakland. 


IN CHICAGO... 





| 
' 


WGN spin and chin man Buddy Black to Kansas City, June 27 to 


/emcee benefit jazz show for the VFW at the Uptown Theatre there 


. . . Dick Jones from transcription library to asst. continuity editor 


\“" WBBM and Marty Oman named head of the page staff at the same 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Katz Agency's Co-op Pooling Setup | 
To Block-Buy Vidpix for Stations 


Eugene Katz, prez of the Katz¢ 
agency, N. Y., amnounced this | 
veek that his station rep firm has | 
formed Station Films, Inc., a sep- | 
rate corporation that will serve as | 
a non-profit central buying office 
of vidfilms for 15 to 25 of its sta- 
‘ion clients. New organization will 

operating Aug. 1, headed bs 
rt H. Salk, formerly TV pro- 
manager of the Katz Agency. 
rhe unprecedented move is re- 
i as the beginning of a trend 
both other station 
and possibly the networks 
ves setting up separate 
n order to ‘block buy telepix 
roup of stations at reduced 


1 B&B} 


“ ill] see 


Salk says the cooperative pool- 

‘ arrangement will be of particu- 
ir value to film distributors. “It 
will save the distribs travel money 
required for sending out their 

ilesmen to stations scattered 
throughaut the U. S.,” he Says. 
“This way, they can conduct all 
their negotiations through us. It'll 
also be economical ih the sense 
that. if they're thinking of gam- 
bling on a film series, they can} 
come to this one base and get an 
advance assessment of the poten- 
tial value of the project.” 

Stations will benefit by the ar- 
rangement, according to Salk, be- 
cause they will now have a “‘collec- 
tive bargaining strength.” In ad-| 
dition, savings will be reflected in | 
the use of a central outfit that will 
scout for new product, conduct all 
negotiations with the syndicators, 
and serve as an industry informa- 
tion centre. 

The new organization has been a 
year in the making, and is a natu- | 
ral outgrowth of the Katz Film Di- 
rectory, a coordinating film infor- 
mation service for the use of adver- 
tisers and member stations. Katz 
is setting up the corporation on a 
service rather than a commission 
basis. Cooperating stations will 
pay an annual nominal fee, accord- 
ing to each member's hour rates. 
The arrangement will not preclude 
vidfilm salesmen from visiting the 
participating stations, if they feel | 
they want to sell special product | 
direct 

The Katz venture, being the first | 
time a station rep has moved into 
the vidfilm-buying field, follows the 
recent setting up of two other 
block-buying organizations. One is 
the establishment of Vitapix Corp. | 
as a semi-network of stations com- 
bining to buy films. The other is | 
Amalgamated Buying Service, be- 
ing formed in New Haven, Conn., 
as a film-buying syndicate for an 
expected 19 station members. 


Maitland’s Aussie 


Vidpix Set for U.S. 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Samples of Australian vidpix will 
be offered in the U. S. in about a 
eek, it was reported bere by Rob- | 
ert P. Maitland, who with Charles 
Pilleau is partnered in the first vid- 
Pix company down under. Mait- 
I nd-Pillesu Productions is current- 
shoot'ng several series in Aus: | 
tralia, aad expects to have full 
series available in from three toa} 
four months, although pilots will | 
pe in t's councry much sooner 
Maitland said the Aussie com- 
p has a number of AM 
Projects in the works, and is cur- 
rent peddling in this country, 
ress Unknown,” with Pete 
handling the narration 
Maitland says Australia has no 
. nercial TV as yet, that its 
Viceo so far is confined to three 
Sidney, Melbourne and 
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Goodman’s Puppet Series 
liarry S. Goodman Product 
icquired for distribution this 
®K a Vidfilm series of 65 15-min- 
puppet tairytales, “Jump Jump 
Holcay House.” Produced and 

tea by Mary Hickok, the TV 


ons 
7 «4 ions, 


e been playing on KFI- 

Li \ngeles, for the past two 
(; iY ] H 

nan feels it has a ready 

‘cl for the series, since it al- 


S sold in 150 markets 73 
hours of a radio package 
f the same show 





| beginning Sept 


‘ ’ ° 
Travelers’ on Pix 
Chicago, June 23 
For the first time since its birth 


last September, the televersion of 
“Welcome Travelers” is going to 
film 


and 
shooting 


On ae regular Monday 
Wednesday afternoon 
sked, the cast and crew are ready- 
ing 15 kine versions of the show 
to allow a summer hiatus the last 
three weeks in August 


‘Johnny Jupiter's 
80-Market Spread 


Martin Stone’s Kagran Produc 
tions, which showcased its “Johnny 
Jupiter” series on DuMont as a 
sustainer, has struck gold with the 
package. M & M Candy, through 


| Roy S. Durstine agency, has bought 
jthe show, will put it on film and 


has ordered 80 markets on a spot 


basis. Agency has already lined 
up 15 markets for a September 
start. 

Program, a satire on modern so 
ciety, using puppets, _ starred 


Vaughn Taylor, but he won't ap- 
pear in the filmed shows. New lead 
hasn't been signed yet. 


starts filming within the next two 
weeks and expects to have the first 
six half-hours in the can by Sept. 1 
Program is being slotted on Satur 
day and Sunday afternoons. 
Meanwhile DuMont has _ relin- 
quished the Saturday 7:30-8 p. m 
time in which the show appeared 
to the local stations on a recaptur- 
able basis. Locally, WABD, the 
net's N. Y. key, has slotted a travel 
show with Dick Noel. ‘Jupiter’ 
ran as a sustainer on DuMont for 
little over two months, having re- 
placed “Pet Show” from Chicago. 


STERLING SETS NEW 
VIDPIX SALES PATTERNS 


Jumping on the bandwagon of 
special deals offered to new TV 
stations, Sterling Television Co., 
Inc., N. Y., came up this week with 
two starter plans. 

One is its “Cut Rate Plan.” It 
offers new _ stations 
vidfilm at sustaining show prices. 
When the station gets a sponsor 
for the commercial series, the price 
is upped to the regular fee. 

The second is its ‘‘Have You Had 
It Plan.” Instead of having to buy 


an entire package, a new station | 


commercial | 


LANDAU SETS AMBITIOUS 
SKED ON VIDPIX SERIES 


Ely Landau, Ince., N. Y., will be- 
gin producing this week three vid- 
film series. Its prez, Ely Landau, 
formerly TV director for the Emil 


| 
| 


Mogul and Moss advertising agen- | 


cies, N. Y., 
would set up a separate corpora- 
tion to distribute the vidpix. 

One of the 


three is a series of 


39 15-minute TV __ films “Bill 
Corum’s Sports Life.”” to be shot 
at Marion Parsonnet’s Long Island 
studic Sports columnist Corum 
will narrate biopix of such sports 
illuminati as Mickey Mantle ot 
baseball and trotting racer traine! 
Stanley Dancer 

A second is a series of 52 10 
minule! “Man's Heritage,” bein 
shot in Israel, France, Italy and 
England. They will depict Biblical 
scenes, and Raymond Massey will 


narrate them from N. Y 
already 
“The 


The firm 


15-minute series, Passerby,” 


in the can, and will begin shooting | 


this week at the Parsonnet studios 
another 26. Scripters will include 


George Axelrod, author of the 


Broadway legit click, “Seven Yea 
Itch,” Anne Howard Bailey, asso- 
ciate editor of Armstrong’s “Circle 


Theatre and veteran TV write! 
Max Wilk. A team of three djrec- 
tors, Harold Young, James Niefson 
and Oscar Rudolph, will do the 
lensing. 


Coronation Aids 
Brit. Vidpix Here 


The Coronation is stil) hypoing 
interest and British 
vidfilms in the U. S., according to 
Edwin 


Kagran, | 
‘together with the Durstine agency, | 


business for 


Levy, assistant distribution 


manager of the British Informa- 
tion Service, N. Y., which distrib- 
600 to 800 documentary 
3!2 minutes to 87 minutes 
long, to American video. 

The firm's 26-minute 
vidfilm drawings, “The Coronation 
Ceremony,” has already been seen 
on 150 TV stations, and Levy says 
requests for it are still coming in 
In addition, the Coronation has 
stimulated bids for the company’s 
series of 40 vidfilms, “This Is Brit- 
ain,” the series featuring modern 
British paintings, “Painter And 


utes 


shorts 


series of 


| “Instruments of the Orchestra,” 
and the five-minute documentaries 
featuring the Sadler's Wells Ballet 

The company is a non-profit- 
_making organization of the British 
Foreign Office, but sells its vid- 
films at regular rates to help re- 
cover costs of distribution. 





can select 114 or two hours of | 


|weekly programming from 16 
|shows, and cancel whenever it 
wants. Among the vidfilm series 


included in this deal are 13 half- 


hour vidfilms, ‘“‘The Adventures of | 


Fearless Fosdick,” satires based on 


the Al Capp cartoon character; 52 | 
' quarter-hour 


shows dealing with 
marriage psychology, ‘For the La- 
dies;’”’ 52 old Thomas Edison fea- 
ture films, “The Paul Killiam 
Show;” 26 half-hour suspense mel- 
lers, “In the Night;” and 104 quar- 
ter-hour ‘Armchair Adventures.” 


Carl Ritchie Sets 
Up ‘Norbert’ Vidpix 


Carl Ritchie, TV actor and pro- 
ducer, will produce and star in a 
new D&R Productions series of 
15-minute telefilms to be 
“Norbert.” Shooting starts at Tel- 
son Studios, Long Island, June 30. 

Character of Norbert, originated 
by Ritchie, is “‘an efficiency expert 
for small people,” equipped with 
three identifving props—a squeezy 
homburg, rolied umbrella and call- 
ing card briefcase. Format is situ- 
ation comedy. 

According to Ritchie, who is the 
“little man” in the Chevrolet com- 
mercials, quarter-hour units are 
in response to increasing demand 
for shorter presentations by ad 
agencies. clients and nation’s new 
TV outlets. 


Masland’s CBS-TV Coin 


Charles Masland & Sons, Inc., 
for Masland rugs, has bought the 
1:30 to 1:45 p. m. Monday spot 
on CBS-TV’s “Garry Moore Show,” 
7 for 13 weeks. 











called 


Beckwith Helms Sales 
For Gross-Krasne; Set 
| Lever Vidpix Properties 


Aaron Beckwith, for the 
two years director of sales for 
United Television Programs, this 
week was named v.p. in charge of 
sales for Gross-Krasne 


past 


Produc- 


also announced that he | 


has 26 of its | 


Poet,” the 17-minute documentary, | 


‘Vidpix Markets Just Opening Up’ 


Sez Kling; Sees Web Logjam Eased 





‘ b e 
Falcon’ Into Telepix 
Bernard L. $chubert has pack- 
aged “Adventures of the Falcéon,” 
longtime AM series, into a telefilm 


series, first of which \ Bord 
Line Case he is screening in 
New York this week 

“Falcon teieseries stat Charles 
McGraw and Paula Corday. Harry 
Joe Brown is producer and George 
Wagvoner the directo! 


Foreign Dubbings 
As Vidpix Entries 


New source of feature films for 
television may be in the making 
if plans of top syndicators to dub 
foreign pix in English work out 


Number of the distribs have been 
making inquiries on cost of dub 
bing a feature, and if a satisfac 


tory job can be done at $10,000 
per picture, they'll go ahead with 
their plans 

According to Peter W. Riethof 
president of American Dubbing 
Co., NBC and CBS Film Divisions 
Motion Pictures for Television and 
Sterling Films have made in 
quiries concerning cost of dubbing 


a feature. Costs range, according 
to Riethof, from $12,000 to $15.- 
000 per film Distribs indicated 


that if he can bring the cost down 
to $10,000, they can distribute the 
pix at a profit 

Riethot said he’s negotiating 
with one of the firms to dub 13 pix 
and cut them to an hour's length 
at the $10,000 figure He said that 
at the lower figure, synchroniza 
tion might not be perfect, but that 
smallness of the 


television screen 


might make the difference neglizi 
ble. At any rate, he emphasized 
first run of 13 will be strictly a 


an experiment to determine quali 
ty If jobs turn out okay, he said 
he'll go into fullscale produetion 

Some dubbed films have alread 
been shown locally, but have not 
raised much in the way of com 
ment or notice Distribs feel that 
even if discrepancies are 
noticed, demand for the feature 
is great enough to withstand mino1 
criticism 


CH’FIELD’S $1,200,000 


Some 


FOR ‘DRAGNET’ RENEWAL 


Hollywood, June 23 

Chesterfield has renewed “Drag 
net” for 39 weeks, in a deal in- 
volving $1,200,000 production costs, 
Papen Mark VII Productions 
|} helming the program 

Company has begun shooting the 
new batch at Walt Disney studios, 
and it's expected production will 
continue through November, Stan- 
ley Meyer is exec producer, Mike 
Meshekoff producer, and = Jack 
Webb star and director of the se 
ries seen on NBC-TV., 


4aZain 





tions. Beckwith will work out of ‘Baseball Hall of Fame 


| New York, handling national sales, 


|reruns and spot commercials for 


| 
| the vidpix producers. 
! 
i 


Appointment was made by Jack 


| Gross and Philip Krasne in N. Y., 
where they're conferring with Lev- 
'er Bros. on future “Big Town” 


more of the “Lux Video Theatre’ 
stanzas. Beckwith will continue to 
work out of his UTP office (Gross- 
Krasne own part of UTP) and will 
be in direct charge of sales on 
“Heart of the City,” the “Big 
Town” second runs which UTP dis- 
tributes. 

With the acquisition of their 
own lot in Hollywood, vidpix pro- 
,ducers ae expanding their opera- 


} 


In 30 Vidpix Markets 


Motion Pictures for Television, 
Inc., N. Y., reports that its series 
of 77 15-minute vidfilms, “TV's 
Baseball Hall of Famie,"’ has been 


month. Series involves Lew Fon- 
seca interviewing professionals 
from the American and National 


League and showing footage of 
their basebal]] feats. 

The firm also begins producing 
this week, at the California Stu-| 
dios on the Coast under supervi 
sion of Whit Ellsworth, the second 
group of its 26 half-hour series, 
“Superman.” Kellogs Cereals has 


* Opening of new TV 


Statlums in 
single- and two-station markets 
will provide vidpix distributors 
with an even more fruitful market 
than the new, smaller stations cur- 
rently going on the air, and addi- 
tionally will lower costs to pro- 
ducers by reducing distribution 
fee Ihat's the optimistic stance 
taken by Gerald King, president 
ind board chairman of United 
Television Programs, following a 


eries oft sales and production 
meetings in New York last week 

King feels that the market for 
vidpix is “just beginning to open 
ip.’ He points out that those mar- 
kets which would normally yield 
the greatest revenue to vidpix 
‘vndicators have been the tough- 
est to sell, largely because the 
distribs face the intense competi- 
tion of all four networks in the 
single-station markets. Once sec- 
ond and third = stations open in 
those markets the network log- 
jam will be eased to the point 
where the vidpix sellers will have 
a chance to peddle their product 


on the basi of 
ments fo 


station 
programming 


require- 


Small stations are important 
King declares, but they require 
just as much of a selling job as 


the larger market 
‘is multifold 


, where revenue 
that of the smaller 


outlet Consequently, when the 
new stations open in the larger 
markets, King says, they'll provide 
far greater revenue with just 
about the same sales effort. This 
is likely to bring about a reduc 
tion in distribution fees from the 
present average of 35 In turn, 


producers will be able to turn out 


more and better product because 
of the brighter profit) picture 
Even now, King say market 
for vidpix ha zoomed = sharply 
after a slight slump in May. He 
revealed that sales for the first 
half of June topped the May 
figure, and predicted that UTP's 


June total will be the best ever in 
the firm history 


Bullish market conditions will 
continue for a number of years to 
come, he sa Ce In concentrat- 

on ‘TV tation for non-TV 
areas, has left the problem of new 
stalion for one- and two-station 
markets for last, especially where 


channels in those markets are con- 


tested. It will be a number of 
year he believes, before these 
markets have their full) comple- 


ment of stations. But recent grants 
to second stations in Kansas City 
and Seattle, for example, point up 
the future potentialities for the 
film distribs. 


No Stoppage In 
Film Labs Strike 


Quickie strike over 
by the Film Lab Technicians Local 
702, IATSE, had a negligible effect 
on operations of the TV networks 
ind = vidpix producers in the 


the weekend 


Gotham area Strike started 
against film labs Friday (19) morn- 
ing, ended Monday (22) morning 
when technician went back to 


with 


NLRB step- 


work pending a settlement 
IATSE brass and the 
ping into the picture 

Newsreel operations weren't af- 
fected to any great degree. NBC- 
TV said it had no trouble’ in 


processing its newsreels, while 


product and possibility of filming | .9)q in 30 markets within the last! other services had little difficulty 


in getting their 
scope proces 


prints out. Kine- 
ing was delayed to a 
minor degree, since strike only ex- 
tended for one weekday, with 
weekend not on the ordinars 
processing schedule anyway 


Bash’s ‘Jim & Judy’ 


Charles Bash, prez of Television 


tions to include making of com- pacted to sponsor the adventures Screen Productions, N. Y., reporis 


mercials. They just completed a 


of the cartoon strongman for a two- 


series for Lifebuoy soap aS their year period on a national distribu 


first venture into the commercials 
field. They're also producing a re- 
ligious series, “Gospel Singer,’ 
with Edward McHugh. 

Beckwith, before coming to UTP 
in 1951 as sales director, was sales 


tion basis. 


‘Digest’ Vidpix to Roll 
Chester Erskine begins produc- 
tion Aug. 20 at the RKO-Pathe 


manager and program director of Studios on the Coast of his 26 half- 


WAGE in Syracuse for a number 
of years. UTP plans no immediate 
replacement, with sales v.p. Ben 


'Frye taking up most-of the slack. ‘' ductions, N. Y., 


hour true-life dramatizations 
“Reader's Digest.” 

Bernard Prockter Television Pro- 
will distribute. 


t} at his 
its five 
toon vidpix 
land 

A total of 52 in the series is 
projected, with super- 
vised by Paul Peroff and narration 
by Honey McKenzie and Merrill 
Joels. Series depicts the adven- 
tures of a boy and girl who bljun- 
der onto a television set, and pro- 
ceed to become involved with the 
{FBI and robbers. 


firm has completed 39 of 
minute semi-animated car- 
“Jim and Judy in Tele- 


animation 


we) 
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-is now America’s 
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TIME MAGAZINE: 
".. . brought thunders of applause.” 


FRANK FARRELL—New York World-Telegram and Sun 
“Nelson Eddy's mike-sharing with the glamorous 
larynx of Gale Sherwood in the Copacabana is 
one of the most gracious pieces of show business 
ever staged." 

MARTIN BURDEN—New York Post 

"A blase audience had come to see some passable, 


hot-weather entertainment—they stayed to cheer 
like prom kids." 
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LEE MORTIMER—New York Daily Mirror 

"Nelson Eddy rates raves at Copa, he's best yet" 
. +. left the audience limp and gasping—aware 
of having experienced one of the greatest nights 
in the history of Broadway... . "Nelson Eddy is 
*now America's top cafe attraction, and when the 
news goes forth, you won't be able to squeeze into 
the Copa." 


EARL WILSON—New York Post 

"Nelson Eddy's cafe act at the Copacabana is 
great, and will open a new career for him. He 
delighted first nighters." 


F. GALE SHERWOOD 


: DANTON WALKER—New York Daily News 
a ". .. Shapely blonde with a fine voice." 


LOUIS SOBOL—New York Journal-American 
j ". . « Beautiful lass with powerful pipes.” 


HY GARDNER—New York Herald Tribune 
= ",.. ravishing blonde discovery.” 


ROBERT DANA—New York World-Telegram and Sun 
". ..@ beauty with a voice that blends beautifully 


in duet... stirs the audience." 


BILLBOARD 


"... truly lovely blonde thrush." 
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cafe attraction!” * 





RAY WILSON—New York Enquirer 


HY GARDNER—New York Herald Tribune 


et Nelson Eddy is giving night club business its big- "The paying customers almost tore the roof down, 
are | gest shot-in-the-arm in a decade." or the basement up." 
hts FRANCES MERRON—New York Daily Mirror ROBERT DANA—New York World-Telegram and Sun 
$ " : ° ; 
Pa "Nelson Eddy took over the Copacabana last Nelson Eddy glitters at the Copa .. . immense 
a 4 night and charmed the crowd to cheers." in his showmanship. 
BILLBOARD 
DANT — i " " 
i pay Pete ag ep ey niga — CHIC NITERY TURN. 
|t Copa 6 ee ae th on ware a "First rate act for the nightclub circuit. He'll | 
is | POCEDORS . . . HOPPSS Me Haw Spemng Aire. draw the crowd which knew and liked him so well 
He | LOUIS SOBOL—New York Journal-American as a movie star and that figures to be a money 


‘Sure-fire routine." ... "A great, great act." crowd,’ 


THEODORE PAXSON «ie 





| Onening July 16th . 


MAPES HOTEL, Reno, Nevada 


NAT C. GOLDSTONE AGENCY 
9121 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood Crestview 6-1071 








Public Relations: RED DOFF AND ASSOCIATES (Hollywood) © Virginia Wicks (East Coast) 
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outlet. . . New additions to the WENR announcing staff include Don 
Anderson for summer fill-in work and Bill Guthrie as a regular over 
from WIND ... Virginia Gale to air her WGN morning show from 
the Rose Festival at’ Newark, N. Y., June 25 and 26... Shelby Davis 
new addition to the WBBM chirp staff . . . Tom Moore’s “Ladies Fair” 
to originate from Englewood, Col., July 27-31 . NBC Chi talent 
sales mgr. Robert Kendall back at his desk following a minor operation 
at St. Luke’s Hospital Mayor Martin H. Kennelly proclaimed yes- 
terdayv (Tues.) “Don McNeill Day” in honor of the 20th anni of “The 
Breakfast Club” WBBM exec Newell T. Schwinn Back from class 
reunion at Harvard, a function he hasn't missed in the 25 years since 
h 


‘ juated there . . . Cliff Johnson family off on six week vacation 
will tape shows along the way ... “Theatre Guild on the Air” Chi 
rep Tom Ward elected flack head for Windy City Jaycees Top 
local musical talent being spotlighted on new cross-the-board “Dinne! 
Part on WBBM Five plays by the Goodman Theatre School 


if the Art Institute skedded for half-hour presentations on WJJD 
Earl Bronson, ex of Schwimmer & Scott ad agency now on ABC pro- 
duction staff . Peter Donald to sub as emcee of “The Breakfast 
Club” June 29 to July 27 NBC staffers Jim Hurlbut, Jack Angell 
and George Stone pinch hitting for hospitalized Clifton Utley. 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


Frank Barron has joined WXEL’'s sales staff... Willard Butler, 
ex-NBC now with WJW sales . Phoebe Wecht is WNBK’s “Nancy 
Dixon’ with Rosemary Kelley assisting ... Tom Arend, WNBK, va- 
cationing in Bermuda WERE chirper Lee Sullivan opened at the 
\ Room at the Hollenden Ed Edwards, formerly of Syracuse 
now ith WERE news staff John Slade, ex-Columbus, now with 
WJIMO Through WJW's eliforts ABC is scheduled to send either 
George Jessel or Danny Thomas to Press Club's “‘Page One Ball” ; 
WGAR's Rob Smith visiting New York to hypo flack chores . . . Ethel 


Boros is editing Cleveland News radio-TV column while Maurice Van 
Metre is vacationing WHK’'s Eleanor Hanson awarded an out- 
standing achievement certificate by the Ohio State Safety Council for 
her Modern Home program . Nancy Lee Ferry, formerly with NBC 
ind WJW Woman's Editor, now with WMAQ . Charles Hunter, 
home from Korea, will join WJW sales staff 


IN PHILADELPHIA . 


Alice Hyam, of WIP’s production department, leaves July 4 on ex- 
fended tour of Europe .. 


. Jim Leaming begins a sports commentary 
Show on WFIL-TV (29) four nights a week ... Barry Kaye, forme: 
WCAU_ broadcaster, has started program on WJAS, Pittsburgh . . 
WJMJ's Ruth Chilton has linked forces with Dick Peters, of Coral 


Gables, Fla., to stage food and appliance show . WIBG moves its 
Studio site from the midtown suburban Whitemarsh, in July ... Paul 
Mowery, former general manager of the ABC network, is mulling a 
deal with WFEIL-TV Neil Harvey, WFIL-TV commentator, and 
Gerald W. Johnson, of ABC-TV, took part in the Pennsylvania Regional 
Writer Conference at the Bellevue-Stratford, June 18-19... 


Gertrude Berg, in town Monday (22) to meet reps of her new sponsor, 
RCA Victor . WDAS' request to change from 1400 to 1480 kilo- 
cycles has been temporavily nixed by FCC ... Gil Babbitt, New York 
TV producer, is commuting to town to write features and reviews for 
Ideal TV Life, weekly published by American Stores Co., chain grocery 

January wedding of Dolly Banks, general manager and co-owner of 


IN BOSTON... 


WHAT, and “Shep” Shapiro, Chicago attorney and advertising- 
promotion man, just revealed (19) . . . Paul Sullivan, WIP newscaster, 
will be saluted by station in a week-long series of guest appearances 
on leading WIP shows, starting June 29. 


The “Ken & Caroline Show,” formerly carried by both WHDH an 
WLAW, but for the past couple of years exclusive WLAW property, 
has returned to WHDH ... Ken Malden has ankled WBMS to join 
the announcing staff of Hub’s new station, WVDA .. . Another new- 
comer to WVDA staff is Bob Martin, of Manchester, N. H. who'll con- 
duct an afternoon across the board platter show tabbed, “The Robin” 

Arthur Flynn, for many years associated with WLAW, has retired 
from the biz to devote full time to his insurance business ... WMEX 


deejay, Jay McMaster, has joined the Oakley Country Club... Fi-| 


lene’s has inked the Chambers & Wiswell Ad Agency to handle its 
radio and TV pitches ...TV sets in Hub coverage area numbered 
it end of May 1,061,272. This is an increase of 7,435 over April... 
\ saturation campaign plugging Moxie is currently underway with 
Ingalls-Miniter Co., utilizing four Hub and 27 other New England 


Stations 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Jack Mitchell named technical operations engineer at WDTV.. .| 
Sportscaster Johnny Boyer’s 11-year-old iad won the American Legion | 


Junior Achievement Award upon his graduation from Assumption 
School in Bellevue . . . Sam Silver, former house manager for Warner 
Bros., now writing for several teevee personalities here... Ray 
Schneiders of WWSW celebrated their 14th wedding anni and Mead 
Mulvihill, Jr... KQV announcer, and his wife their third. Mulvihills 
have bought a new home in Squirrel Hill district and will move in 
late this summer ... Carol Dangerfield, newcomer in Channel 2 ac- 
counting department, was seeded No. 1 in annual West Penn Junior 
Tennis Tournament Dolores Dean, recent graduate of Pennsyl- 


vania College for Women, has joined the Price and Price public rela- | 


tions and advertising agency as a copywriter ... Sid Berlin, WWSW 
salesman, and his wife went to New York for their 14th wedding anni 

. Bill Hinds broke his big toe doing a stunt on his morning teeveer 
with Buzz Aston .. . Rita Gould, associate editor, of TV Digest, to 
California with mother for week’s vacation. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 

Diane Fairbrother, formerly with KSTP-TV, appointed radio and 
TV director by David, Inc., advertising agency ... Clellan C. Card, 
WCCO TV and radio personality, has brought a $17,500 damages law- 


suit against the owner of the automobile in which his 18-year-old son, 


John, was killed in an accident last Jan. . . . 20 members of the AFL 
Broadcast Technicians union here completed a WCCO-TV studios 
television training course to help prepare for the TV industry’s man- 
power requirements in the Twin Cities when more stations start 
Stanley Hubbard, KSTP TV and radio station president, has offered 
to donate $1,000 toward an estimated $50,000 necessary to form a 
metropolitan educational TV authority which he’s advocating as a 
substitute for a proposed statewide educational TV network of 10 


Stations with Univ. of Minnesota as licensee. He wants only a single | 


Twin Cities’ educational station with the private metropolitan TV 
authority as the licensee. William McNally, WCCO-TV board chair- 
man, still favors the original plan and a committee of prominent citi- 
zens has asked the governor to appoint a statewide interim committee 
to formulate a program for presentation to the 1955 legislature. The 
1953 legislature failed to appropriate any funds for educational TV. 


Nielsen Multiple 


| Audimeters Preem 


| With the acceptance by the four 
| radio networks of its new Multiple 
Receiver Metering service, and 
signing new two-year contracts on 
that basis, A. C. Nielsen Co. is 
going ahead with the installation 
of its new MRM audimeters, which 
can measure aS many as three 
radio sets and one television set 
in each home. It’s expected that 


the nationwide installation will 
take several months. 

New expanded service, at a slight 
| increase in cost, will measure lis- 
tening in homes with more thar 
one radio set (44% of homes have 
more than one set), and also radio 
listening in TV homes. 

Firm is now making a pitch for 
agencies and advertisers to en- 
dorse the new system, which is 
expected to effect a 6 to 8% in- 
| erease in ratings. The MRM audi- 
meter was completed by Nielsen 
engineers last January. 

With new service, Nielsen also 
will report fully on listening four 
weeks each month instead of twe 
weeks per month. 


Rheingold’s 506 For 


Lombardo Summer Run 


| In a deal reported to go over 
| $50,000, Rheingold has bought a 
| Guy Lombardo orch program for 
| WNBC, N. Y., airing five half hours 
| a week for eight weeks in July and 
August. Package was a Ziv parcel, 
but Lombardo and = announcer 
David Ross are redoing special 
jingles and commercials for the 
beer company. 

Show, to be heard from 7 to 7:30 
| p.m. Mondays through Fridays, is 
a summer deal, replacing Longines 
| Symphonette, which is hiatusing 
but has renewed for a year on all 
| five NBC 0 & os. Lombardo is also 
' heard on CBS Radio, as a summer 
replacement in the Jack Benny 
'time for American Tobacco. 
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FARIETY® 8th ANNUAL RADIO-TELEVISION 
REVIEW and PREVIEW NUMBER 


VARIETY’s 8th Annual ‘RADIO -TELE- 
VISION REVIEW AND PREVIEW’ will be 
materially and physically designed to make it 
simple for the personnel of Radio and Tele- 
vision to buy and sell time, talent, equipment 
and all its component parts. 


Today, new TV film vistas are opening. 
Here, too, VARIETY’s week-to-week appraisal 
is custom-made for the advertiser, the agency 
and the producer, highlighting the new devel- 
opments in an exciting new branch of show 
business. 


It’s a ‘must’ for the buyer. It’s a ‘must’ for 
the seller. 


It’s the perfect medium for your advertise- 
ment. Buyer or seller. 


Rates remain the same for this issue. Write 
to any of the offices listed for further in- 
formation. 


Editorial Features By 
Top Showmen 


VARIETY 


NEW YORK, 36 CHICAGO, 11 HOLLYWOOD, 238 
154 W. 46th St. 612 N. Michigan Ave. 6311 Yucca St. 









































' 

; 
fi 
j 
nn 
; 

4 
I 
t 
i 
i 
i 
j 
) 
} 








40 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 24, 1953 








Television Chatter 





New York 
N.Y. to F.I. (Fire Island): CBS- 
TV's Dave Jacobson, for a month’s 


, Merrill,” with Madge Evans and 
Millard Mitchell .. . Lynn Loring, 
9, featured in role of Nina, Wen- 
dell Corey’s daughter, on “Robert 


{Gotham on_ biz Necchi-Elna 
|Sewing Machines bankrolling 
“Heart of the City” on KTTV for 
13 weeks...KLAC deejay Alex 
| Cooper back from vacash...Au- 
| drey Weston ankles KTTV as traf- 
fic manager to join William Esty 
/agency...Producer Jack Chertok 
|to N.Y. and Pittsburgh on biz 
| Pacific Coast Borax renewed 
|“Death Valley Days” on KTTV for 


cee an hour long variety show fea- 
turing local amateur talent on 
WBBM-TV. Debut is set for June 
28 with a local auto agency pick- 
ing up the tab... NBC news analyst 
Alex Dreier and Mrs. off to Berlin 
to report first hand the current un- 
rest in the German capital...The 
Starnoters combo doing daily stint 
on Tom Moore’s telephone quizzer 
in addition to musical duties on 

















Montgomery Presents” June 29...| 13 weeks... Dennis Day to N.Y. for| “Hi Ladies” at WGN-TV. .. Two- 
vacation Richard H. Rogers pay J. Mauer joined tele-radio, huddles with RCA-Victor on next| Ton Baker emcee of a new quizzer 
closed own firm and joined Screen creative staff of Cunningham & season's show -Tupman Motors on WBKB daily _ Jack Brick- 
Gems, Columbia Pix subsid, in Walsh Restaurateur and ex- sponsoring 15-min ‘ weekly Des- | house inked to descri e four an 
sales service capacity Arlene champ Bob Olin filming teleseries | tination Unknown,” and Hygeia| one half innings of the ae | 
Francis taking over emcee role on tagged “Against the Ropes.” ’Sanatorium bankrolling 15-min.} Baseball Game from Crosley Fielc 
“Talent Patrol’ with show of June . weekly panel program, “The Al-| Wayne Griffin to vacation first 
29 Bud Collyer off on a four-week Tv director-producer Alex Segal) (oj ojie Can Come Back,” both on| two weeks in July with Fred Kas- 
vacation . Gene Steiner changing | now domiciling in Yardley (Bucks| Kypy Bob Clampett’s deadline| per subbing on weathercasts andj 
name professionally to Gene Sul-| County) Pa., .. Don L. Kearney, | ¢,. notifying KTLA if he'll take| Tom Casey describing grunt and 
howe Youngster, N.Y. Giant bat assistant national sales manage} cut in pay for “Time for Beany” is| groan matches from Rainbo Arena 
hoy, has appeared on many tele| of ABC-TV, slated to speak at july 21. i ~ Kay Westfall cast in “The Ben- 
shows and in such Broadway play Fordham U.'s Communi ation Art i a =a 2 netts “new web soaper to originate 
i All My Sons,” “Season in the ape Aug “ ee top | from NBC next month “Zoo Pa- 
Sun" and “As the Girls Go.” pers tiftrew a farewell party yes . | rade” to alternate live shows with 

Ben Hammer has a leading role | t¢™@ay (1 UCS.! for retiring V.p.- Chicago circuses of mail tt Bem during 
in let Pilot,” first of projected treasurer C, Nicholas Priaulx, pre- Patti Keefe, top gal behind the Juiy and August Bette Chapel 
telefilm series. on the Plymouth enting him with a recording Of | ccenes on “The Bob and Kay | to guest star on “Chance of A Life- 
Piayhouse next Sunday (28) top officials’ farewells to him and Show” for two and a half years to| time’ today ‘(Wed.) . Robert B. 
James Sheldon, leaving CBS-TV , 42 album of pictures of the ABC | vacate that post on Aug. 1 . Jo-| Bersvach new NBC-TV film sales- 
staff June 30, signed to direct five | Plant seph Byrnes formerly of Ruthrauff| man 
“Cily Hospital” and three “Studio | —— |& Ryan now on the WBBM-TY | sae Enna 
One Summer Theatre” shows dut F | production staff WBKBites | a ‘< P 
ing July and August Henry Hollywood Danny O'Neil, Nancy Wright, Don| Chicago—Keystone Broadcasting 
tarnard plays the juve lead on KTTV acquired 184 cartoons for| Jacoby and Chet Roble to do p.a.| System added 14 new affiliates in 
“Lux Video Theatre’ tomorrow | screening on “Sheriff John” show.| at Riverview, Chi amusement park | the past month, making the web 
night (Thurs.) in “This Is Jimmy Producer John W. Loveton to’ on June 30 Jim Conway to em-' total now 6605. 
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WILDE . .. PRODUCERS SUCH AS ALEXANDER KORDA 
AND HAL ROACH ...STARS AS BRILLIANT AS VIVIEN 
LEIGH AND PAULETTE GODDARD. 


INTRODUCING TO TV SUCH EXCITING 
PERSONALITIES AS MARILYN MONROE, 


CHANDLER AND JAMES MASON. 
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Cott ’n’ Candy Formula 


Designed to Sweeten 
Up Radio-TV Billings 


Speaking before the Candy 
Manufacturers Assn. convention at 
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, N. Y, 
last week, Ted Cott, NBC veep 
and general manager of N. Y. sta- 
| tions WNBC-TV, told the bonbon 
| makers, suffering a slump, how to 





| sweeten their sales via tele and 
| radio. 
Candy industry, Cott said, had 


four challenges to face: 

(1) To find an answer to 
caloric revolution, with pe 
weight and calory conscious 

2) To bring candy into 
home, where television has brou 
the candy market from the ¢a: 
store and movie house. 

3) To eliminate the 
directed at the child 
| kids who are the bulk shoppe: 
the supermarkets). 

(4) To meet the self-service 
tailing revolution of our time. 

On the first problem, Cott su 
gested, the sweets industry had to 
find the solution, perhaps throu; 


advertisi 


(its not 


non-caloric candies On the last 
three, he said, television and ra 
could well provide answers 

The broadcasting media w 
keeping the candy market at home, 
he said, but could also help get 
candy into the home via advertis- 
ing and supermarket tieups such as 
embodied in WNBT’s ‘“‘chain light- 
ning” plan. In this connectior 
Cott pointed out that Peter Paul 
Mounds, using “chain lightning 
was now a 52-week advertiser on 
WNBT. 

Pittsburgh, June 23 

Wilkens Jewelry Co., which has 
had more time on WDTYV than any 
other local sponsor, three and a 
half hours weekly, is dropping iis 
half-hour hillbilly afternoon strip 
musical at the end of this week af 
ter two years. Program, which had 


achieved the biggest local rating 
of any program in B time, featured 
Abbie Neal and her Westernai 
an all-girl musical outfit. 

Wilkens .people intend to come 
back in the fall with another moun- 
tain musie show, but want an eve- 
ning strip, perhaps of 15-minute du- 
ration instead of twice that, for the 
fall. WDTV is now trying to work 
out something for the jewelry out- 
fit. Same sponsor’s Sunday ‘‘Ama- 
teur Hour” has faded for the sum- 


mer, and is being replaced by a 
film although Al Nobel and Jane 
Wilkens, long associated on this 


show by Wilkens people, will con- 
tinue to do the commercials five 


WDSU-TV to Ride With 

N.0. Waterfront Hearings 

New Orleans, June 23. 

WDSU-TV will televise the Con- 
gressional probe into waterfront 
corruption in New Orleans June 
24 and 25. Hearings will be con- 
ducted on those dates by a commit- 
tee headed by Sen. Charles Tobey 
R.-N.H.), who has been conducting 
similar investigations at ports all 
over the country. 

Station, which was the first in 
the country to felevise the Kefau- 
ver hearings in 1951, wiil have Pat 
Michaels as commentator during 
the hearings. Michaels is WDSU- 
TV news editor and a former war 
correspondent. 





Mickey Rooney Situation 
Comedy on NBC-TV Sked 


NBC-TV is making a kinescope 
of a Mickey Rooney situation com- 
edy, “For the Love of Mike,” on 
the Coast 

In storyline, written by Blake 
Edwards and Richard Quine, Roo- 
ney plays a pageboy with a hank- 
ering to get into show biz 





| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Liebman Signs Munsel 
In his first talent deal to stock 
up on stars for the new format 0! 


“Show of Shows” next season, lax 
Liebman, producer-directol rt 
NBC-TV's 90-minute revue 15 
signed Patrice Munsell, Metopera 
‘Oloratura, for seven guest sno 
Liebman is now in Holl 
ooking picture the tal. 


names lol 

Schenectady—Gordon Tuell, ! 
nerly of WRGB, is now ex 
producer at KMO-T\ 14 
oma, his home town. 
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Hanson Silvernail, former wom- 
en's amateur champion and now a 
professional, Mrs. Silvernail show- 
ed not only form but also a pleas- 
ir srsonality. 

ae WGY sports director, 
displays a quiet, friendly, 
suming manner and considerable 
sports knowledge Jaco. 


PARS, BIRDIES AND EAGLES 


With Danny O'Neil, Johnny Re- 


volta, Jackson Bradley, Jove 
Jensek, Charlie Naish 
Director: Don Cook 
30 Min.: Tues., 8 p.m. 
QUALITY GROUP 
COURSES 
WGN-TV, Chicago 
In categorizing this show as to 
program type it would have to be 


GOLF 


tagged educational, Its entertain- | 


ment value is practically nil, but 
as an educational bit it’s way over 
pal 

As’ the title immediately sug- 
gests it’s all about golf. Pros John- 


ny Revolta and Jackson Bradley | 


take turns answering questions 
sent in by viewers and demon- 
strate how the game should be 
played, Being past masters in the 
art of teaching golf they do a fine 


job in explaining position, grip, | 


stance and the like 

Fmcee Danny O'Neil has an easy 
time of it, merely reading the 
questions sent in and calling upon 
the pros for the answers, The own- 
ers of the sponsoring golf courses 
Joe Jensek and Charlie Naish, were 
aiso on hand to give an interpreta- 


tion of rules and to plug their} 


golf links. 

A dozen golf balls are awarded 
as well as a set of clubs to the 
writer of the best question of the 
week 


WATCH TO WIN 


With Tom Moore, The Starnoters | 


Director: Sheldon Cooper 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

“Watch to Win" is a low-budget 
high-quality parcel that's a cinch 





SHOW PEOPLE ARE 
“bo PEOPLE 


And for the past seventy-five years 
our Judson Division has seen to it 
that whenever they go coast to 
coast, their household goods, trunks, 
personal effects, and automobiles 
are shipped to their new spot! 


We are specialists in this type of 

moving and offer fast dependable 

cross-country service at low rates 
between points east of the Missis- 
sippi and the Wes? Coast. When- 
ever you move cross-country, see 
your telephone directory for nearest 
National Carloading office or write 


Judson Forwarding 
NATIONAL CARLOADING 
CORPORATION 


19 Rector Street, New York 6 N. Y 
BOwling Green 9-8300 


| Television Review 


— (Continued from page 31 


unas- | 








ito grab a large share of the early 
evening audiegce. Skedded against 
,a full docket of moppet shows on 
competing outlets, this merry 
| little bundle should find its only 
competition for the attention of the 
adult viewers coming from within 
the WGN-TV household itself—an 
extra inning ballgame or a double- 
header emanating from that same 
channel will preempt the time 

Mustachioed and_ bespectacled 
Tom Moore is in charge of the 
proceedings, with an able assist 
from the Starnoters, a live and hep 
combo Moore was relaxed and 
easy to watch 

Gimmick on the show is a key 
word shown to viewers but not giv 
en audibly. Moore calls a number 
selected from postal cards sent in 
iby viewers, who if they know the 
keyword, get a chance at the jack- 
pot question 

The jackpot is loaded with swag 
| (freezer, washing machine, gas 
range, etc.), and for each incorrect 
answer the loot increases 

With Moore romping through the 
show as though he 
enjoyed it and the Starnoters dis- 
playing an unusual musical talent 
this proves a fast-moving ittractive 
half hour. 


Crosley Plays Host te 
NBC Sales Execs At 


| Weekend Cincy Huddle 
| 


Cincinnati, June 23. 

| Visiting firemen treatment was 
reversed here over the weekend for 
33 NBC sales executives and three 
vice-presidents. They became the 
| guests of the Crosley Broadcasting 
| Corp 

Arriving Friday from New York, 
i\Chicago and Detroit, the NBCers 
| were welcomed by Robert E. Dun- 
| ville president; Harry Mason 
iSmith, sales vice-president; John 
T. Murphy, TV veep, and other 
|Crosiey execs. Breakfast down- 
town was followed by a tour of the 
Crosley facilities, then lunch at a 
country club plus hayride trim- 
mings of a model companion for 
each visitor. 

More viewing of Crosley opera- 
tions extended through Saturday, 
and was sandwiched with entertain- 
ment, including one two-hour show 
by WLW-TYV talent. 

From New York were William 
Fineshriber, Ilarry Bannister, 
|George Frey, John Lanigan, H. V. 
| Anderson, Lance Ballou, Robert 
| Button, Jack Carson, Frank Chiz 
zini, Joseph Culligan, John Dodge, 
Harry Floyd, Vinton Freedley, Jr., 
Fred Horton, Neil Knox, William 
Martin, Walter Myers, Roy Por- 
teous, John Van Amburgh, Thomas 
Wright, Hamilton Robinson, Ray 
O'Connell, Ronald Jones, Walter 

Scott and Bernard Musnik. 

From Chicago: Edward Stock 
|}mar, Robert McKee, George Die- 
fenderfer, Robert Swats, Thomas 
j}Lauer, Harold) Smith, Charles 
| Standard, Flovd Van Etten and Ed 
| Hitz, and Walter Gross and Rob 
;ert White from Detroit. 
| ee —— 
| 
| 


Omaha— KMTV, Omaha, | last 
week boosted its power to 100,000 
watts, making it strongest station 


jin this sector. Power boost was 


granted FCC. 
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VBC] MEEKER TV, Incorporated 


New York @ Chicago © Los Angeles © San Francisco 


Col. Wilder’s WIRI-TV 


Schenectady, June 23. 
Col. Harry C. Wilder, president 


| of Van Curler Broadcasting Corp. 


(Fabian Theatres and Troy Broad- | 
casting Co., operator of WTRY),| 


announced that the combined or- 
ganization’s new station on UHF 
Channel 35 will have the call let- 
ters WTRI-TV. 

Wilder, who put WTRY on the 


air in 1940. said that the video sta- | 


tion would have studios and offices 


would take six to 12 months to get 
the television operation going. 


Live Admiral Comm’|s 
Intesrated Into Hot Kine 


Of DuMont-Fed Bouts 


Chicago, June 23. 

Erwin, Wasey ad agency be- 
\lieves it scored a television “first” 
last week by integrating live com- 
mercials in the instantaneous kine- 
scopes of the International Golden 
Gloves bouts fed to nine west 
coast DuMont affiliates. 

Western stations are reluctant to 
clear for special events which fall 
in prime evening time, so, for 
these stations a hot kine was made 
in New York Since the com 
imercials were to introduce Ad- 
miral’'s new line, and with the 
agency afraid to take a chance on 


thoroughiy™ 


jthe quality of the kine commer- | 
cials, it was decided to re-do the | 


plugs which had been seen on the 
live fights. - 
The live telecast ended at 12:16 
a.m. Chi time, Wednesday (17), 
and DuMont started feeding the 
hot kine to the Coast through Chi- 


cago less than 15 minutes later. At | 
here, the | 


the WGN-TV studios 
agency and station staffs faded out 
the kine commercials and repeated 
them live 


cials, which ranged in length from 
40 seconds to four minutes, only 
one was as much as two seconds 
off Jiming in the integration with 
the kine. 

Plenty of 
this complex and precise timing 
especially since one commercial 
had 52 different shots in it. On 
Sunday, 10 hours were devoted to 
i studio setup and light testing. The 
following day there was a three- 
hour lighting session, and _ five 
hours without cameras. On Tues- 
day, the day of the event, there 
was a four-hour full dress with 
cameras in the afternoon, then two 
more hours of the same immedi- 
ately before the fights started. 

Levin thinks Chi TV knowhow 
deserves an accolade for its part 
in the success of the intricate op- 
eration, saying “In all my televi- 
sion experience, I've never seen 
the production cooperation and 
efficiency as that given me by tne 
WGN-TV crew.” 





| Gen. Motors Grid 


| Sto CONntinued from page 30 





— ae 
game from each of the eight NCAA 
regions in the nation. 

The full football schedule: 

Sept. 19—Nebraska vs. 
at Lincoln, Neb. 
| Sept. 26—Dartmouth vs. doly 
| Cross at Lynn, Mass. 
| Oct. 3—California vs. Ohio State 
at Berkeley. 

Oct. 10—Texas vs. Oklahoma at 
| Dallas 

Oct. 17—Alabama vs. Tennessee 
at Birmingham. 


Oregon 


Oct. 24—/Panoramic) Princeton 
vs. Cornell at Princeton; Mississip- 
pi vs. Arkansas at Memphis; IIli- 
nois vs. Syracuse at Champaign, 
| Ill.; Iowa vs. Indiana at Iowa City. 

Oct. 31 — Minnesota vs. Pitts- 
| burgh at Minneapolis. 

Nov. 7—(Panoramic): Florida vs. 
|Georgia at Jacksonville; South 
| Carolina vs. North Carolina at Co- 
|lumbia, S. C.; Northwestern vs. 


| Wisconsin at Evanston, Il.; Kansas* 


vs. Kansas State at Lawrence, Kan. 
Nov. 14 — Michigan State vs. 
Michigan at East Lansing, Mich. 
Nov. 21—USC vs. UCLA at Los 
Angeles 
No. 26 — Thanksgiving Day — 
; Utah vs. Brigham Young at Salt 
| Lake City. 
Nov. 28—Army vs. Navy at Phil- 
adelphia 
Dec. 5—Notre Dame vs. South- 
Methodist University at South 


Michael] Levin, the agency’s TV | 
director. in charge of the project, | 


rehearsal went into 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Station Representatives Assn.’s 


according to SRA chief Tom Flan 


at an accelerated pace, with 250 stations now signed for the campai:; 


Crusade for Spot Radice is movi, 


4 
i 
+ 

| 
3 


agan. Crusade’s first report, iss 


last week, listed achievements in the drive, including a series of ag. 
presentations and sponsor clinics on spot. 
Report also stressed increase in set circulation, pointing out 


70% of nation’s autos have radios and that 41,300,000 people ride 


in radio-equipped cars. It pointed up absence of research on 


| underrated audience in radio,” the at-work listening audience. 
in Schenectady. He estimated it} 


New York’s top disk jockeys pit 


ched in Monday (22) in an wu 


all-out effort to aid the Cerebral Palsy campaign via a 12-hou: 


thon that was heard on 10 stations via 22 programs. Deejays 
portable transmitters set up on every corner on Broadway fror 


to 51st St., gave away “Melba” Sundaes, via a tiein with United 


(distribbing the pic of that name) 
donors to the CP fund 

Marathon ran from noon to m 
combination of deejays every ha 


and Louis Sherry Ice Cream 


idnight, with a different dee 
lf-hour, on WNBC, WINS, VY 


WABC, WNEW, WOR, WAAT, WMGM, WMCA and WHOM. 





At a meeting of the AFTRA local in New York Monday (22 


membership discussed candidates 
bers and delegates to the national 


and voted for national board 
convention (at Hollywood, Ju! 


26). Results of the election will be announced within a week. 


Action was procedural with one 
| unanimously, of a resolution that 
commissions to agents on minimu 


exception, the voting down, a t 
would have permitted payment 
ms. Effect was to assure me 


getting minimums, without the deduction of agent commissions 


To call attention to “38th Paral 
War effect at home to be present 
press flack Mike Boscia sent telegr 
exact geographical center in U. S 
were handled by E. J. 
Kansas City office 


spot sales had a carnival of gan 


were some 300 acceptances of the 


lel—USA,” documentary on K 
ed on CBS Radio next Friday 
ams to editors from Belpre, K 
on the 38th Parallel. Arrange: 


Gander, WU district manager in N. Y 


Children of clients and time buyers of WNBC-WNBT, N. Y 


ies and kinescope showings at 


Carnival nitery in New York last Saturday afternoon (20). There : 


invites the NBC flagships sent 


| for the informal, personal get-together. Nitery was selected as ? 


| for its gay carny decor. 


Italian, Spanish and English (for S 
Half-hour program will be heard 
| with each language given two we 


Series is under auspices of the 
cieties and the New York Public 
| be used in conjunction with the r 





the station staff will be the tutor, using the Arnty conversatio: 


| method (with LP records by Henry Holt) as a teaching guide. 
reported that of the 18 commer- | 





WNYC, N. Y., is starting a language course in French, Gern 


panish-speaking listeners) on July 6 
at 2 p. m. Mondays through Frida 
eks (10 days). Walter Stegman 


American Council of Learned ‘ 
Library, which will stock book 
adio lessons. 





| Chi Channel 2 


aamaas Continued from page 30 











tive proposal for maintaining the 
status quo until the court rules, 
| the commission held that the pub- 
lic interest requires “prompt dis- 
continuance of operations’ on 
Channel 4 in Chicago in order to 
effectuate the allocation § table 
adopted when the freeze was lifted 
a year ago. 

In a concurring opinion, Cmr. 
Edward Webster said he agreed 
' with the majority that “any ven- 
ture which could hope to provide 
adequate service to the viewing 
public requires the existence of 
| certain elements which are not 


present here, namely, the mutual | 


good will and cooperation of all 
the participants.” 


In a dissenting opinion, Cmr. | 


Frieda Hennock said she had pre- 
viously 


_ing is held between competing ap- 
plicants. Had this been done, she 
added, the case might well have 
| been disposed of by now. In such 
|a hearing, she said, the contes- 
, tants should be Balaban and Katz 
(who sold WBKB, which CBS 
changed to WBBK-TYV, to the net- 
work for $6,000,000) and Zenith. 


opposed granting a li-| 
, cense for Channel 2 until a hear- | 
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OPTICAL EFFECTS For 
KLING STUDIOS, Chicago 


by 
RAY MERCER & CO. 
4241 Normal Ave., H’wood 29, Cal. 
Send for Free Optical Effects Chart 














a —— 





REPRESENTED 








.»»» You MUST have the best facilities, 
the most experien 


to be number one. 
Paul, Television 1S KSTP-TV. 


ce, the best programs 
In Minneapolis-St. 








100,000 WATTS 


BY . 
EDWARD PETRY a 
and COMPANY NBC ‘ 


MINNEAPOLIS * ST. PAUL zz. 


"ae Ve 


a rere oo ° 





Wednesday, June 24, 1953 VARIETY 43 









Your Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
presents a special summer service! 












During its 12-week hiatus, Your Hit Parade will list in this space 


| THE 7 TOP TUNES FROM YOUR HIT PARADE SURVEY 


Here are your Lucky 7 tunes that q Song from Moulin 5. I’m Walking Behind 


you would have heard last Saturday 


night, as determined by Your Hit Rouge You 


Parade Survey, which checks the 


best sellers in sheet music and ? Ruby 6 Pretend 


phonograph records, the songs most 










heard on the air and most played 


on the automatic coin machines. J I Believe YJ Yy our Cheatin’ 
4. April in Portugal Heart 


Look for this listing every week. 
We'll be back on TV Sept. 12 
















Be sure to watch Your Hit Parade’s summer TV replacement 


“PRIVATE SECRETARY ”—starring ANN SOTHERN 


Saturdays at 10:30 P.M. (N.Y.T.), NBC Television Network 
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and in many areas 


support it 
where UHF stations have sprouted 
that has been the situation. 

The terrain, of course, is an im- 


portant factor in UHF coverage. 
ARB survey” shows that 
rugged area where the only VHF 


service was 60 miles away it took 
only four months for a local UHF 
tation to become the _ favorite 
channel In a flat area where re- 
ception is only fair from four VHF 
statior 75 miles away, a _ local 
UHF outlet with NBC and CBS af- 
filiatior attracted 63% of set 
own to conversion on trade-in 
in its first four month: 

However, in another city with 
75 iV saturation within 30 to 50 
mile of four VHF stations less 
than 10 of sets were converted 
after a local UHF outlet had been | 
in operation two months 

59 By End of Month 

Extent to which UHF has ex- 
ceeded its expectations can be 

en by comparing what has hap 
pened with a “task force’ report 

ied in February, 1952, by Radio 
T\ Vianufacturers Assn That 
study, which attempted to dete: 


mine impact of lifting of freeze on 


equipment manufacturers, pro 
jected three schedules for guid 
ance of industry. The “most pes 
simistic’’ schedule estimated there 
would be 23 UHF stations on air | 
by end of June of this year. The 
“realistic” schedule also put fig- | 
ure at 23 while “most optimistic” 
schedule, estimated number at 33 
Vith 43 UHF outlets already given 
required “special temporary au- 
thority” to start operations, it’s 


likely actual number of UHF’s on | 


air by end of month will be about | 
50 

It's interesting also that the 
RTMA_ study far overestimated 
speed with which VHF ' stations | 
would get into operation It's 
“most pessimistic’ schedule had 
57 VI'EF stations on the air into 


by end of June. Actually, number 
of VHE’s which have gotten into 
operation since freeze-lifting is 40. 

Number of UHF authorizations 
issued has also surpassed expecta- 
tions Of 373 TV construction 
permits granted for commercial 
stations, since freeze-lift, 239 are 
for UHF outlets. RTMA’s “most 
optimistic” schedule — estimated 


UHF’s ‘Come on Up’ 
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Now starring on NBC's 
ALL STAR REVUE 
Saturdays, 8-9 P.M., EDST 


Mogt.: William Morris Agency 
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there would be 175 UHF permits 
by end of June. Nor does this in- 
clude 17 educational authoriza- 
tions, most of which are UHF. 
Does the FCC expect UHF sta- 
tions to compete with “firmly” 
entrenched VHF stations? This 
question was put to Commission 
Chairman Rosel Hyde recently by 


Sen. George A. Smathers (D-Fla.) 
at a hearing before the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee 
Chairman Hyde's answer just 
forwarded to committee, follows 

“Successful competition by 
UHF stations in established VHF 
areas will depend on many fac 
tors, including, for example, the 
number of established stations, the 
economy of+the community, the 
factor of network affiliation, etc 


This factor of network affiliation, 
and others, make it impracticable 
lto forecast the success or failure of 
UHF stations in any particular es- 
tablished VHF cities. 

“However, because of the basic 
fact that the VHF is too limited to 


mcet the nationwide demand for 
television, the Commission has 
been confident that UHF would 


establish itself notwithstanding the 
problems it faces.” 





Ford Cavalcade | 


Continued from page 27 aaa 








hint 


hope of the show getting a reprise, 
despite Ford’s interest, because of 


the manifold problems involved. 
Obviously, the show couldn’t be 
repeated on a live basis due to 


the virtual impossibility of corral- 
ling all the performers. While giv- 


ling it a kine repeat would not en- 
tail 


another $500,000 outlay (cost 
of the original production), the 
provisions of the multiple unions 
involved would nonetheless neces- 
sitate an expenditure of more than 
half that amount. However, re- 
solving all the union ramifications 
would involve such a_ laborious 
process as to virtually render a 
kine repeat nil for the immediate 
future. And as one K & E put 
it: “If you can’t do it now, when 
no sense doing it 
at all.” Problem of contractually 
negotiating for another two hours 
| of preemptions to clear time (both 


|NBC and CBS-TV are virtually | 


|SRO this summer) would also mit- 
igate against a repeat, even on a 
one-network basis. 
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congressmen 
election. At 
two road companies of 
scenes production exhibits from 
the Robert Montgomery show tour- 
ing the department stores of the 
nation, with station and sponsor— 
Lucky Strikes and Johnson's Wax 
—tieups 

Linked to Rivalry 

has spiced the expansion 
is the fever-pitch rivalry between 
the neiworks. Next area of con- 
flict, it’s felt, is in the larger realm 
of public relations. 

| NBC-TV is out to dispel a popu- 
lar misconception that it is ‘fat, 
lazy and rich” (with CBS “hungry 
|and creative’). This notion comes 
|from the early post-war radio 
'days when CBS, unable to com- 
pete dollar for dollar with 
/NBC, came up with its house-cre- 
,ated situation comedies and a big 


payoff. There followed the CBS 
raid of NBC talent in 1948 and 
| 1949. 


' In television, NBC is boasting of 

















BETTER BUY 


(City Hospital Did!) 


RUICK 








TE 


upcoming | P ’ : 
I sae | and dramatized with sound effect.” | 
behind- | 





'a creative ferment that has pro- 
' duced such programs as “Today,” 
ithe NBC-TV Opera, “Victory at 
|Sea,” and “Conversations with 
|Elder Statesmen.” The net also 
| points out it concentrated on TV 
‘early, got the FCC quota of five 
'owned and onerated stations (CBS- 
TV has three), and backed the 
right horse (compatible) in color. 

On the other hand, CBS-TV, 
which overtook its rival in annual 
gross billings in April, is hitting 


1 network, this based on billings 
and its dominance of the 10 top 
rated shows. 

It will be an interesting two-way 


battle uytil the fall, when a three- | 


ring circus might emerge with 
ABC-TV: backed by United Para- 
mount coin and knowhow, joining 
the competitive picture, 





| - Dodgers, Yanks 


———  (‘ontinued from page 28 





Brooklyn National League Base- 
ball Club, Inc., charged that un- 
authorized broadcasts of its games 
are listed in a schedule circulated 
by the so-called “Knickerbocker 
Network” and sponsored in 
part by Jacob Ruppert, brewer of 
Knickerbocker beer. 

The Dodgers said that the Schae- 
fer Brewing Co. of Brooklyn has 
paid “a substantial money consid- 
eration” for sponsoring its games, 
with American Tobacco Co. as co- 
sponsor, over WMGM in New York 
and that contracts have been made 
with other radio stations for recre- 
ation rights based on “full descrip- 
tive reports’ furnished the sta- 
tions by Western Union. These re- 
ports, the complaint said, are avail- 
able to Mutual for recreated broad- 
|easts if live broadcasts cannot be 
made from Ebbets Field. 

The complaint further 


are 


stated 


that McLendon is offering recreat- | 


ed broadcasts of the Dodgers’ 
games to radio stations throughout 
the country and is now furnishing 
them to more than 
The broadcasts, it 
fered in cooperation with the 
McLendon-owned “Knickerbocker 
Network” or “Republic Network.” 

In support of its complaint, the 
Yankees cited testimony recently 
given by McLendon before the 
| Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee regarding the defunct Lib- 
erty Broadcasting System which 
| once had 400 affiliates for its dram- 
atized games. McLendon testified 
that Liberty stationed a man in 
New York (for its 1948 broadcasts) 
who “listened to games over the 


through other sources gained news 


of baseball games and then tele- 


Dallas, where they were recreated 


The Yankees said that tickets to 
Yankee stadium 
tion that holders will not transmit 
or aid in the transmission of games 
without authority. 
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friction is understood to be be- 
tween Revue Productions, the MCA 
vidpix producing subsid, and 
Young & Rubicam. Revue, which 
made the pilon on the Paul Hart- 
man series, “Pride of the Family,” 
sold its to ABC-TV, which pacted 


Armour and Bristol-Myers as alter- | 
‘conducted the 


nate sponsors. Revue is now mov- 
ing into production on the series 
for the fall, and it’s reportedly en- 
countered number of agency re- 
strictions on all matters of produc- 


tion from Y & R, repping Bristol- | 


Myers. Agency had recently an- 
nounced further dropping of radio- 


ing packages, but it’s pointed out 
that it’s retained enough program- 
wise people to be able to apply a 


Subtle hatchet job where needed. 





Lubbock, Tex. — Mike Shapiro, 





10 stations. | 


added, are Of-| one big oilman. 


‘CBS Radio’s 2d UPA 


typed the news of these games to7 


contain a condi- | 


soundtrack by 





Inside Stuff—Television 


William L. Laurence, science editor of the N. Y. Times, states th.: 
his “failure to appear” on the two-network Ford 50th anniversary Ty 
show was no fault of his, ~: might be misinterpreted from Vaariery'; 
review. Having rehearsed Sunday night until 3 a. m. Monday morning. 
and told to report back at 1:30 that afternoon (the day of the telecas:) 
he was phoned at 10 a. m. and told by Marshail Jamison, assistan} 
to Leland Hayward, that the show was 20 minutes over and he would 
‘hard with the pitch that it’s the No.| be cut, along with some other values. 


Originally the Laurence sti: 


was 10 minutes and he had been advised to cut it down to four minut: 
Laurence states that he and Ed Murrow were to do a stint on look 
50 years into the future, and Murrow had protested its cutting do 


and its ultimate elimination. 


In actuality, the Ford show, which 


almost universally lauded, ran short but, says Laurence, “appare: 
nobody knew I was in the Center Theatre because we could ea 
have ad libbed those several minutes they had to stretch rather 


terminably.” 


When Lawrence White, of the Hayward production staff, approac 


him, Laurence referred 
a $2,500 fee was mentioned. 


White to his agent, Curtis Brown Ltd., 
Laurence 


feels the “failure to 


appe 


was personally embarrassing because of the advance publicity when 
actuality he was a victim of that old show biz adage—winding up 


ithe cutting room floor. 


Running of the last of this year’s stakes races last week brou; 
a close to one of the most thorough radio-TV promotion campaigns 


staged by a commercial firm. 


It was Gillette’s tiein with the Dan 


Runyon Cancer Fund, in which the razor company gave away a hackn: 


pony each week for the past 
money going to the Fund. 


10 weeks to the highest bidder, wit 
In the 10-week period, Maxon agen 


promotional drive got the campaign plugged on total of 52 radio ; 


TV shows not directly connected with the tiein. 


According to } 


Kofler, who handied the radio-TV appearance for Maxon, breakdo\ 
showed pitches on 21 network and 14 local video shows and seven n 


and 10 local radio programs. 


In all, some 32 show biz and sports ps 


sonalities put in appearances in the shows to push the drive. 


Major difference between CBS-TV and NBC-TV attitudes on summer- 


| time Class A time clients boils down to the question: Who is pleased 
most, longterm or short term advertisers? 
|to stay on during hot weatner is the 10% annual discount. 


NBC-TV’s lure for clients 
But if 


client goes on hiatus, his hiatus period is offered to other advertisers 


at a 25% discount. 


CBS-TV year-round advertisers, while also earning a 10% 
addition a summer 
the form of a 30% contribution to the program cost. 


discount, get in 


annua! 
the network in 
This is done i 


incentive from 


Class A time only to keep major program entries on the air during 


July and August, and discourage substitution of cheaper shows. 


Fact 


is any special summer benefit (beyond the annual discount) accrues 
to the yearly advertiser on CBS-TV but only to the summer sponsor 


on NBC-TYV. 


Sen. Joe McCarthy denied last week that he will be starred on a 
television show to be financed’ by two or three multi-millionaire Texas 


oilmen. 


Story circulated around Washington recently, since the Wi: 


consin Senator has made two trips to Texas in the private plane ot 


McCarthy called the reports “completely phoney.” 


“There's nothing to it,” he added. 


I have no TV plans.” 


“T wouldn’t have time for it and 





Film Extolling Medium 


Gets N.Y. Press Preview: 


A new United Productions of 


America color short for CBS Radio, | 
radio, watched them on TV, and|titled “It’s Time for Everybody” | 


and pitching the story that radio 
hits more markets than any other 


ad medium and at lower cost per) 


thousand, was previewed by the 


| Eastern press in New York yester- 


day (Tues.). 

Short, the second to be made by 
UPA for the net (last year’s was 
“More Than Meets the Eye”) had 
been shown last week on the Coast 
to the press, advertisers and agen- 
cy execs. 

Film uses animated figures and 
semi-abstractions, with script and 

CBS Radio, for 
of the expanding 
market from 1938 to 


presentationn 
American 


1953, radio’s widespread coverage , 


of the market, the medium’'s ad 
value and net’s claim that “Sound 
entertains and sells best on 
Radio.” 


David Broekman composed and | 


music for the 16- 
minute short. Sound direction is 
by Gordon Auchincloss, and nare 
rators are George Bryan and Jo- 
seph Ripley. 


Film will be shown to advertis- | 
'ers and agencies, and probably ac- | 
company net’s execs on their speak- | 
TV personnel in favor of purchas- | i"S dates throughout the country. | 





| Columbus—Raymond Owen, for-! 
, mer 


communications chief 
Lockbourne Air Force base here 
and onetime radio technician for 
the Ohio Highway Patrol, has been 


sales director of KDUB-TV here! named assistant chief engineer at 
has been named new assistant man- | 
ager of the outlet. 


WTVN, Taft family station in Co- 
lumbus. 


appointed 
sales 
formerly 
KYA owners in Honolulu. 


San Francisco—Irving Phillips 
assistant manager and 
head for KYA. Phillip 
handled operations fo: 

















CBS | 


ATTENTION 
CHICAGO AGENCIES 
and PRODUCERS 
TOP RADIO-TV-FILM WRITER 


—Now doing successful daily TV par- 
ticipating show, leading Chicago 
Network Station 


CAN HANDLE ONE ADDITIONAL 
REGULAR ASSIGNMENT 


Solid credits in Audience Participation 
Women’s Features, Comedy 


Write BOX 624, Variety 
612 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11, Il! 














STUDIO-OFFICE SPACE 


(Furnished) 
FOR RENT 
145 W. 45th St., New York, N. Y 
Piano availabie if desired 


Call or Write FRANK SILVER 
145 West 45th Street, New York 
JUdson 2-3988 
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BLOODY AND BEATEN 


And considerably bowed. This youns 
starving packager of superior TV 
shows is anxious to work for some 
one that can use him. Five years 
experience include TV associate © 
rector, radio announcer, copywriter 
comedy writer. Write Variety, 154 W. 
4 St., N. Y. Box 62353. 























FEATURES 

WESTERNS 

SHORTS 

CHILDREN'S SHOWS 
GRANTLAND RICE 
SPORTLITES 





HALF HOUR SHOWS 
TV-ETTES LIBRARY 
OF MUSICALS 
& COMEDY 


Inquire About 
Our New 





LOW COST 


GET YOUR STATION STARTED 0 keep it RUNNING | 
WITH A LIBRARY OF 900 FILMS FOR TELEVISION 


TELEVISION 


15 West 44th St. 


CORPORATION New York 36, N. Y. 


plan... 


MURRAY HILL 7-5535 
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Wednesday, June 24, 1953 VARIETY 45 


A SALUTE 
TO THE 


RD MOTOR COMPANY 


The American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers con- 





gratulates the Ford Motor Company on its Fiftieth Anniversary, and on 
the good taste and quality of a television program presented by a leading 


exponent of the American system of free enterprise. 


We point with pride to the fact that almost without exception the 
songs performed on this incomparable two-hour show were the works of 
ASCAP writers and publishers, whose compositions truly reflect the life 


of America—past and present. 


These songs were selected on their merit — without any solicitation 
on the part of ASCAP. We salute the judgment of those responsible for 


the all-around excellence of the Ford Fiftieth Anniversary Show. 


THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF COMPOSERS, AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS 


575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 














Patti Page: “Butterflies”-"“This Is 


My Song” (Mercury) Patti Page's 
latest teamup with prolific cleffer 
Bob Merrill on “Butterflies” could 
be a smash summer click, Tune 
has the light, charming Merrill 
formula, with Miss Page doubling 
her pipes via the oft-tried multiple 


dubbing technique. Reverse 1s a 


fair ballad, conventionally cut 
june Valli: “Crying In The 
Chapel”-“Love Every Moment You 
Live’ (Victor June Valli gets her 
best chance to crack the hit lists 
with “Crying In The Chapel,” a 
religioso tune which was on an 
indie label. She gives it a strongly 
emotional workover that sells. In 
a more restrained, but equally 
effective rendition, Ella Fitzgeraid 
puts it across for Decca. On the 


Victor flip, 

good results 
Jo Stafford: “I’m 

's Been Readin’ 


Your Girl” 
My Mail” 


*“Someo! 


(Columbia). From Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein's “Me and Juliet,” “I'm 
Your Girl” is a lovely ballad which 


Jo Stal 


] 4 i 


ord gives a sensitive read- 
stands up under repeated 


spins and may grow into major hit | 
okay | 


proportions, “Mail” is an 


DATTL PARR 446600644060 0808 
‘Treury cower ereeeesesere 

JUNE VALLI eesaseenes 
Victor Tereertr re To 

JO STAFFORD ery ee 
Columbia causens Soi 

rhythm ballad with a clever etc, 
Mills Bros.: “Pretty Butterfly’- 
“Don't Let Me Dream” (Decca). 
“Pretty Bulterfiv”’ is a slick rhythm | 
adaptation of Dvorak’s “Humor- 


esque,” now in the p.d., and Mills | 
Bros. give it the same type of ride 
which put over “Glow-Worm.” This | 
side will stir some attention, 


“Dreain”’ is a neat ballad with mid- 
lat potential. 

fran Warren: “Love is A See- 
Saw"-"“Miss Me Just A_ Little” 
(M-G-M) Pri in Warren has solid 
material in “See-Saw,” a catching 
tune with an original idea. She 
projects it strongly and will rate 
plenty of jock and juke spins. On 
the bottom deck, Miss Warren 
sirains for effect on a fair ballad. 

Nat (King) Cole: “Return To 
Paradise’-"“Angel Eyes” (Capitol) 
Nat Cole's version of the picture 


tune, “Return To Paradise,” though 
slightly late, will probably pick up 
the bulk of the spins on this entry. 
Cole's effortless piping makes the 
difticult lyrie an easy assignment 
“Angel Eves,” from the 
pic, “Jennifer,” is a fragile number 
with doubtful prospects despite 
the teamup of Cole with Billy 
May's orch 
Tont Arden: “ 
“All IT Desire” 
Waltz” 


The Lover's Waltz’’- 
(Columbia), ‘Lover's 
is in an overworked groove 


that lessens the chances for a 
breakthrough. Toni Arden, how- | 
ever, gives if one of her better 


tremolo renditions. Tune gets addi- 
tional impetus from Hugo Winter- 


halter’s cut for Victor, Bud Dee 
and Sally Sweetland sharing the 
vocal assignment. On the Columbia 
flio, Miss Arden gets fair results 
out of the title tune from the 
Lniversal film 

Ralph Flanagan Orch: “The 
Stop and Kiss Waltz"-"Rub-a-Dub- 
Dub” (‘Victor’). This dance crew 
comes up with a good, even if 
slightly old gimmick in the stop- 
time phrasing on “Waltz.” Itll| 
even be better in actual ballroom | 
settings Reverse is a snappy 
rhe item with lots of baritone 


‘ cented in a 
ment with 


jump arrange- 
a vocal ensemble 


Frankie Laine: “Where The 
Winds Blow’-"Te Amo” (Colum- 
bia Winds Blow” is one of those 
dramatic ballads with which Frank- 
ie Laine has been closely asso- 
ciated. This tune is excellently pro- 
cuced but it lacks the vivid story 
line to put it over. Laine packs as 
much wallop into it as possible 
“Te Amo” is a good romantie item 
wilh Bobby Hackett’s trumpet! 
Pp if oObbligato to Laine’s solid 
‘ ) 


Margaret Whiting: “Where Did 
He Go'-"Somethin Vondertul 
I! ns” Capitol). Margaret 
has been looking tor that 
disk for some time, but these 
aren't likely to end her 
“Where Did He Go” is an 
offbeat item with a tricky melodic 
line which Miss Whiting socks over 
for maximum impact. It’s not, how- 
ever, slated for wide acceptance 
teverse is a more conventional 
ballad, maybe a bit too conven- 
tional to stand eut. 

Doris Day: “A Purpie Cow”- 


Whilit g 
Click 
sides 
search 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM £& 


Miss Valli projects an | 
up-tempoed inspirational tune with | 


| definition or 


Warner | 








CHOENFELD. 
“Kiss Me Again, Stranger” (Co- 
lumbia), “A Purple Cow” is a 


lightweight novelty item that’s not 
particularly ace material for Miss 
Day. Not likely to mean much. 
“Stranger” 
neatly 
pipes. 

Ray Anthony Orch: 
Saints Go 


caressed by Miss 

“When 
Marching In 
“That's My Weakness Now” (Capi- 
tol). This is a hoked-up version of 
“Saints” which doesn’t 


ous etchings of this jazz standard 


Anthony has attempted to add some | 


spontaneity via crowd noises, 
they have an 
sound. Crew hits a listenable stride 
on the oldie on the flip, Jo Ann 
Greer and Marcie Miller vocalling. 


Album Reviews 

“Can-Can” (Capitol). Original 
cast album underlines the fact that 
“Can-Can” is primarily a dancing 
show. Not much except vitality 
and effervescence comes through 
on this platter of the new Cole 
Porter musical comedy. It’s in- 
ferior Porter, without stars or rec- 
ognizable personalities to supply 


Bets 


BUTTERFLIES 

..... This Is My Song 
¢ RYING I IN THE CHAPEL 

Love Every Moment You Live 
I'M YOUR GIRL 

Readin’ My Mail 
distinction. Aside 
couple of numbers with | 
individuality and _ style, 


neone’s Been 


from a 
moderate 
it’s routine. 

Lilo, imported from the Parisian 
music halls for the show, makes 
less impression on wax than in the | 
| legit original. She has vigor and 
drive, but lacks a change of pace 
and her accent tends to make the 
Porter lyrics unintelligible. Dra- 
matic actor-producer Peter Cook- | 
son, making his singing debut 1n| 
the show, reveals a robust and 
fairly pleasant voice, without much 
flexibility or color. 


ber, but character comic Hans Con- 
ried is handicapped by a thick ac- 


featured dancer Gwen Verdon, the 
hit of the stage version, has prac- 
tically nothing to do in the disk 
reproduction. 

Porter's music frequently sounds 
like self-rewrite and his lyrics in 
| some cases seem almost like self- 
parodies, Best numbers are “Never 
Give Anything Away” (at least mu- 
sically), “Come Along With Me” 
‘one of the few songs with mean- 
ing to someone who hasn’t seen 
| the show), “All Right With Me” 
and “I Love Paris.” 

Incidentally, Capitol’s jacket for 
the album is virtually a how-not-to 
of its kind. Where Decca jackets 
list the numbers and correspond- 
ing performers clearly and com- 
pactly in the upper left-hand cor- 
ner of the reverse side and Victor 
and Columbia scatter the inilo 
through the blurb, Capitol omuiis 
| it entirely. In the case of “Can- 
Can,” at least, there isn’t any fac- 
tual dope about the show at all, 
but merely a photo of Lilo, a few 
action shots of the stage 
ance and a bit of ad 
hoo. 


jective bally- 


Hobe, 


The Continental: “This Is My Be- 
loved” (Columbia). A followup on 
|his previous “Songs For My Be- 
loved" set, Renzo Cesana 
tinental) is now 
poem by Walter Benton. 
of poetica erotica is tailored per- 
fectly for Cesana’s cozily 
pitching to 
femmes. Milton 


orgar bridges 


emotionally-starved 
Page supplies the 
which gives” the 
whole thing a right soap opera 
flavor. The album cover 
anonymous doll in a 
gown to cap the s.a. 


cleavaged 
approach. 


Platter Pointers 


Bob Carroll 
attractive n 


turns up with an 
arching song in *““Mama 
Don't Want No Peas an’ 
Coconut Oil” (Derby) 
Fontaine shows plenty of 
on “Oh, Miserable Love” (Crysta- 
lette) Another clever novelty 
by Louis Prima orch on “Paul Re 
vere” (Columbia)... Dennis Day 
has a good religioso-romantic entry 
in “Saint Ce Victor) 
Patrica Munsel featured on 
lovely tunes in “The 
and ‘Is This ‘The 


Rice an’ 
Jackie 


promise 


llia”’ ; 
two 
Me lba W altz’ 5 
Beginning of 


Love" ‘Victor Marie Rapp 
impresses on the oldie, “When A 
Woman Loves A Man” (Deger) 


Lawrence Welk turns up with an- 


is a slowmoving ballad | 
Day’s 


The | 
March’”’- | 


rank any-| 
where near the top of the numer-| 


but | 
obviously artificial | 


Erik Rhodes | 


is acceptable in one comedy num- | 


cent (perhaps characterization) and | 


perform | 


The Con-! 
schmaltzing up a} 
This type} 


romantic | 


shows an} 





| 
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i 
| 
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| LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
96th Consecutive Week, Aragon 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Exclusively for Coral Records 
OH 
Backed by 
HALLELUIAH BROTHER 


Horrible ‘Records Label 
Awaits Returns on Big 
Buildup of a Bad Disk 








to recommend it? 
after 


indie label, Horrible 
which 
title with 
tionally 
Some 


| with 
| 


Records, 





irritating. 

100,000 Horrible platters, 
Leona Anderson as vocalist, 
were shipped last month but the 
|diskery’s execs claim they won't 


| know how many have been sold | 


until the returns come back. It’s 
| understood that only about 30,000 
copies have actually been sold de- 
spite a phenomenally successful 
flacking job which earned the disk 
plenty of disk jockey spins and nu- 
merous breaks in the dailies and 
national mags. 

| The Horrible label was launched 
iby an advertising exec, 
ray, and a pianist, 
| Publicist Eddie Jaffe was sold on 
|the promotional potential of the 
|company and was given a piece of 
ithe firm in return for handling 
the campaign. Bud Zaret was re- 
sponsible for lining up the numer- 


Tony Burello. 


Tom Mur- | 


lous jockey interviews with Murray | 


and Burello. 





Just how far can pure ballyhoo | 
carry a disk which has little else | 
This poser will | 
be cleared up once and for all} 


all the returns are in on the} 
first release of the recently-formed | 


aimed at living up to its} 
a disk that was inten- | 


| 


| 


On the basis of initial customer 


reaction, a sentiment developed 
among Horrible's execs that their 
first release was “a bit too horri- 
ble.” It's felt that the platter was 
okay as a gag but few people were 
likely to spin it for more than a few 

times. Several joc kéys, 


repeat plays but, in Chicago, 
deejays won't touch it. 
Burello, meantime, has cashed in 
| with numerous offers to play in 
cafes as a result of his being fea- 
jtured pianist on the disk. Murray 
|has been more publicity-shy due 
|to his ad agency job and, on one 
TV guest appearance, he wore a 
; mask in order not to be recognized. 
| Horrible Records is 
prepping its second cutting session 
'on a tune titled ‘ ‘Don't c ast Asper- 
sions On The Persians.”’ The label's 
name will stick but the quality of 
the music is slated to improve. The 
initial disk was a coupling of 
| “Fish” and “There's a New Sound.” 
which were billed as being cut in 
the Holland Tunnel and 3.400 feet 
under sea level, respectively. 


the 


Victer’s Pic Score Album 
Hollywood, June 23. 
| Renewed interest in film scores 
in recent months has cued Al Good- 
man’s first album for RCA Victor 
in more than a year Vet batoneer 
has completed 12 sides with a 30 
plece orch. 
All instrun 
on. fil 1 
years 


1ental album is 
scores ot the 


pegged 
last three 


other solid side in “O.” the 
Gay-Arneid Johnson oldie 
Amby Hughes pitches up interest- 
ing versions of “That Old Black 
Magic” and “I'm In The Mood Fo: 
Love” Souvenii : Carmen 
Lombardo shows fine form on 
“Coquette” and “Sweethearts On 
Parade” with Grady Martin's com- 


Byron 


bo for Decca .e. 


hawaves. 
have been laying on the disk with 


currently 
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Longhair Disk Reviews 





Prokofiev: Symphony No. 7 and 
Lieutenant Kije Suite (Columbia: 
$5.45). Prokofiev's final symphony | 
is slick and sometimes trivial, but | 
it’s also gay, lyric and listenable. | 
Reverse is the charming, amusing | 
Russian film score. Philly orch| 
under Eugene Ormandy handles 
both with distinction. 

Rossini; Barber of Seville (RCA 
Victor, 3 LP; $16.35). Sprightly, 
swift-paced version of the lilting 
opera, but with all musical values 
respected. Victoria de los Angeles. | 
always the fine artist, makes a 
standout Rosina; Gino Bechi a vo- 
cally impressive Figaro, Nicola 
Monti a good Almaviva and Nicolo 
Rossi-Lemeni a resonant, distin- 


guished Basilio. Excellent set. 
Strauss: Aus Italien (Urania. 
$5.95). First of Strauss’ tone- 


poems is more romantic, less lush 
and violent, but no less attractive, 
than many of his others. Radio 
Berlin orch gives a colorful read- 
ing. 

Mozart: Concertos 


for piano, 


Nos. 21 in C and 26 in D (West- 
minister; $5.95). Two or Mobart's 
most appealing concertos, full of 
inventiveness and melody, the No, 
26 more mature in content. Pian- 
ist Joerg Demus does a fine job 
with them, the Vienna State Opera 
orch assisting. 

Old Italian Airs (“’ox; $5.95). Met 
tenor Giacinto Prandelli, at home 
in this bel canto singing, neatly 
phrases some charming old classic 
airs from Giordani, Scarlatti, Per- 
golesi and others 

Other disks of interest: Beet- 
hoven Trios in D and E Flat (Mer- 
cury), with Albeneri Trio; Tchai- 
kovsky’s 4th Symphony (Decca), 
with RIAS Symphony; Orchestral 
Favorites—Liszt, Enesco, Dvorak, 
etc. (M-G-M), with various Lon- 
don symphs; Gods and Denions 
(Columbia), with George London: 
Mendelssohn's Variation Serieuses 
and Rondo Capriccioso and Schu- 
mann’'s Blumenstock and Romances 
(M-G-M), with Menahem Pressler; 
Concert Dances (Decca), with Ba- 


Bron. 


| varian and Munich symphs. 





The top 30 songs of week 
copyrighted Audience Coverage 


Director, Alphabetically listed. 


A Little Love 


Something Wonderful Happens 
Song From Moulin Rouge — 
Till I Waltz Again With You 
Wedding Day 
Your Cheatin’ Heart 


Leaterpuee © 


A Blues Serenade .. 
All I Desire 
Anna—?t* Anna” 
Dancin’ With Someone 
Doggie In The Window 
Granada ‘¥- 

I Am In Love—*' ‘Can- Can” 
Is It Any Wonder 


Keep It Gay—*"Me And Juliet” 
Lady Of Spain 
Marriage Type Love— 
Meanwhile 

More Than I 

My Flaming Heart 
ee aa an 
Side By Side 


*‘Me 


And. 


Uska Dara 





+ Filmusical. * Legit musical. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


(more in 


Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, 


Survey Week of June 12-18, 1953 
(Listed Alphabetically) 


Reavis anit Les ove tee aogtetesa ts elas ae errr 

POE fe”. a ee oe Vier er wirrrrr 
Allez-vous En—*‘‘Can- Can” errr Cee ; secess Cuappell 
PQEURG PNRMMONs 6.458 0.2 2424004000086 04a » catyeew ACINOLL 
ae RCE es Fee ene See WS Re A eeere yy 

Blue Gardenia—?" Blue Gardenia’ Br avec wiaeetas Me ... Harms 
a. US errata rar aera eae ae ae ee .. Leeds 

Call Of The Faraway Hills—t‘‘Shane” ............ Famous 

I Believe Mahe Cte ees 74 Bee Re te « unlaaine svcose. Cromwell 
If I Love You A Mountain en are ee ee Feist 

DO WONG BONING LON osccsccccuveserccaeeacea Leeds 

UMC MOOUNOr FOES 2. kk kd%seaedeeseues ae sve ESE 
Little Red Monkey ........ Ee eT ee vcewes Ue? 
PAY ATO THO TIMES ois occa cscccdiéecen ort Weiss-B 
my One And Only Heart .6sccsccicaccveaen eee. RONCOM 
Nearness Of You ee ee ee oo ee 2 ees 
No Other Love—*“Me And Juliet” .......... ».ee. Williamson 
INOW “ESt BT I LOVE. cn... vase vnacacace eeee. Durke-V H 
Ohio—*"*Wonderful Town” . .............cc0ces .. Chappell 
ON rea Grete tee Wor st. 5, 2% 4 Shi 5.hao ke Badin .. Brandom 
Return To Paradise— “Return To Paradise” ... Remick 
Ruby—?*“Ruby Gentry’ > doh tanihdna TTT eR iy 

Say Si Si er ek Ce IA Ce ee ee ee ocees MATES 

Say You're Mine ‘Again’ evrcererre er eer ...«. Blue River 
Send My Baby Back To Me ......... 0. ..cccecce .. Morris 


“Moulin Rou: ae’ 





Terry's Theme From Limelig! 1t—} 


r bid Snk es ai andve’ 2 eve eid Wohin via Me Pada ee .. Mellin 
Ww i WN yb iwe ekwdeeds kvdreh nec toes -++.- Shapiro-B 
WE SE 4.55 bb bed etnadhwaretedcacceene +». Mellin 
Top 10 Songs On TV 

(Listed Alphabetically) 
April 7 PRED kécSueucdenarededidededces «+eee. Chappell 
Oe TORN ane he eee tdea ss Cescceeses ALVEPG 
Saney BM THe BOre: ck ok kcws inedvan ose soeeveees AlQMO 
I Believe $414 5¢ OR SOS FOES SOO EEE ES cooceees Cromwell 
I'm Walking Behind You ................ sietecss ROS 
EM os hres oo 5 ba Sheed ho cave he nied .+++. Sheldon 
hk. = _.. Pee er mn ete: Williamson 
Wait Till The Sun Shines Nellie ..... Von Tilzer 
When The Red Red Robin Comes Bob Bob Bobbin’ . Bourne 
ee ON I os 5 ssw ba 4.4/0 0.040 enc tadwad cus Acuff-R 

Five Top Standards 

(More In Case of Tics) 
eS eee eoeee. New World 
I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now .......... setece MOTE 
SE EN rns s «cas Dicn kee aeanséauded e606 duw Rae 
That ee sve0b sees oe ee 
ee Se nc ks chnckedsadédeacsuses . Remick 


case of ties), based on 


Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 


..«. Johnstone 
... Broadcast 

. Village 

«eae 

... Acuff-R 


.»- Mills 

. Broadcast 

. Hollis 

Valando 

. Santly-J 

$444 442084 Te eEEe 

. Chappell 

. Midway 

.Ward & S 

ere - Williamson 
err eeave OM 
Villiamson 

. Witmark 

Sheldon 

Robbins 

. Lion 

.++. Shapiro-B 
... Bourne 


Coteoersceoseeeseeees 


“Limelight” 
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BMI PITCHES FOR VIDPIX MUSIC 





NBC Tune Contest Radio Show May 


Die Aborning In Industry Gangup PAN 


projected NBC radio series? 


vcase material by profession- 

swriters in a tume contest 

has run into a brick wall 

fer and publisher opposition | 

as a result, may never get 

«the ground. Idea was tent ative- | 

posed to music biz execs by 

RCA veepee Manie Sacks as a way 

of pre e-te sting a tune’s popularity 

via audience reaction. Sacks, how- 

has indicated that the show 

go on only if it gets wide- 
spread industry support. 

Initial negative reaction from the 


evel 


cleffers came with a formal reso- 
tion passed by the exec council | 
of the Songwriters Protective Assn. 


eek. SPA expressed concern 
ver the implications” of the | 
chow and moved to appoint a com- 


ttee to study the question. The 


actual resolution was a mild re- 
fection of the strong attacks made 
against the proposed NBC series | 
by SPA toppers. 


The writers regard the show as 


another “amateur night” venture | 
hich pro talent will shy away 
from. They also see the show as 
an additional blow against their 
‘ eads precarious situation in the 
i stry by putting writers in di- | 
rect and open competition with 
each other. They point out that 
it the dialers nix their entries at 
first hearing, they might as well 


scrap the songs since no disk com- 
pany will be likely to touch these 
rejects 

Most of the major publishers, 
likewise, are hostile to the program 
idea. The committee of publish- 
ers, which was slated to poll the 


ustry on the pros and cons, has 
as yet failed to meet. The commit- 


tee, headed by publisher’ Ben 
Bloom, is waiting for the return of 
Sacks to N. Y. Latter was on 
the Coast for a week and then at- 
tended a meeting of foreign dis- 
tribs in Camden, N. J. He’s due 


back at his homeoffice desk today 
Wed.) or tomorrow. 


Vv ¢ 


Grean Joins Csida In 
S-J Firm; Trinity, 
BMI Deal Finalized 


: R. Grean has joined 
lrinity Musie as veepee and gen- 
eral manager. Trinity was set up 
a few mcnths ago by George and 
Eddie Joy and Joe Csida as Sant- 
ly-Joy’s initial BMI affiliate. Firm 
active operation July 1. 
also will serve as adminis- 
assistant in the operation 
ASCAP firms: S-J, 
Hawthorne 


Charles 


begins 
Grean 
tratiy e 
of combine’s 
Oxford and 


| 











Music. | 


3MI finally wrapped up the Trinity | 


Y Isic 


dea! last week after a three- 


| 
| 


th delay over the contract 
Grean, who had been pop artists 
& repertoire chief at RCA Victor 
preceding Dave Kapp, had been 
freelancing recording dates for the 
Past 18 months and writing songs. | 
Incidentally, the Trinity post 
brings him back as assistant to 
Csida for whom he worked when 
latter was a&r topper at Victor 
three vears ago. 
Assignment with Trinity also 


cancel Ss ovt Grean’s slotting as pro- 
duction head of NBC's planned 


: ‘dio series to showcase new tunes. 
nN addit 


Trinity and S-J operations, Grean 


; 
‘ill continue his freelance record- 
Ng production, 


I-NITER CONCERT REVUE 
SET FOR RUDY VALLEE 








Shellac in the Sun 


Fire Island, N. \y w.k. 
show biz summer hangout, is 
turning up on wax Via an At- 
lantic Records album. Diskery 
cut tapes of Lou Hawkins’ 
showtune keyboardings at 
Goldie’s, F. I. cafe. Album is 
tagged “Goldie’s By The Sea.” 


Goldie also operates a win- 
ter spot in the Virgin Islands, 


so Atlantic execs figure 
they've got a year-round re- 
sort seller. 





Jocks Still Favor 
18s Over 45s, But 
Pubs Want Switch 


Slow speed disks (45 rpm) are 
coming out second best to 78 rpm 
| platters in a disk jockey poll cur- 
rently being conducted by a major 
publisher. The pub sent out quer- 
ies to jocks around the country to 





ascertain the deejay’s disk-speed 
preference. Of 350 answers al- 
ready received, 50° had the 45 
rpm equipment but only 15‘ of 


this group requested 45 rpm plat 
ters. 

Many pubs have been campaign 
ing for overall use of 45 rpms, but 
poll’s early results indicate that a 
trend toward the slow speed disk 
hasn’t yet taken hold. Pub at 
tempts to develop 45 rpm popular- 
ity are sparked by the lower cost 
of getting a 45 rpm platter te a 
deejay than a 78 rpm. Mailing cost 
on a 45 platter comes to about 8c 


as compared with an average 40c 
postal cost on a 78. The 45 also 
requires one piece of cardboard 


while it’s been found that for min- 
imum breakage results three cor- 


rugated cards are needed for a 78. 
Another mailing plus for the 45 
as far as the publisher is con- 
cerned is that it can be sent out 
airmail. 

With pubs sending out several 
hundred disks once or twice a 


month, mailing costs have become 
an important factor in deejay cov- 
erage. In many instances 
have been cutting down coverage 
to hold down costs. 

The deejavs gave no reason for 
their speed preferences and most 
of them requested 33 rpm’s along 
with either the 78 or 45. Even the 
small station deejays stuck to the 
78 despite storage space advantage 
offered by the 45. 


CHESBRO MUSIC HEAD 
KILLED IN PLANE CRASH 


Idaho Falls, June 23. 

Henry Chesbro, head of Chesbro 
Music, the leading music distribu- 
tor in the Rocky Mountains area, 
was killed in an airplane crash 
June 6 in Susanville, Calif., with 
his wife and 20-year-old son. Ches- 
bro, 51, was piloting his privately- 


|owned plane en route to his home 


ion to his chores with the | 


se Vallee is going into the | 

“ent concert field with a revue | 
M wil be booked through the 
! Concert Bureau. Produced 


fl arlie Peterson, the revue will 

e the maestro-crooner with 

Oral ensemble, three 
and an orch. 

ee, who was in N. Y. 
'o appear on the Ford 50th 
ceo show, returns in July to 
ehearsals on the concert 


The troupe will hit the road 


UO tober 


| operating manager. 


dance | 


last | 


in this city when the crash oc- 
curred. 

Funeral services for the crash 
victims were held last week in 
Idaho Falls. Bernard Prager, sales 
chief for the Big Three ‘Robbins, 
Feist & Miller), planed in from 
N. Y. to attend the services. Car- 
roll Cambern, Coast exec for Car] 


Fischer Music, also was present. 
The Chesbro Music firm now 
passes into the hands of a surviv- 
ing daughter, Joan, with Rav 
Johnson continuing in his post as 
Also surviving 


is Chesbro’s mother. 





Eddie Wolpin, general munager 


of Paramount-Famous Music, back 
at his New York desk Monday ‘22 
after a two-week huddle on the 


Coast with Par brass on upcoming | 


filmusicals. 


+ 


an 


ET DEALS W 


0., GLEE 


Broadcast Music, Inc., 
rently gearing up for a big 
into the fieid of video-pix music 
The BMI program aims at wrap 
ping up the performing rights on 
an extensive scale to the back 
ground, cue and bridge music on 
the TV-films via deals with the 
producers and direct pacts with 
the composers of such material. 

Decision to step into this here- 
tofore unexplored area is dictated 


rod 


ae 














L. 


1s 


cur 
move 


iby a BMI belief that vidfilms are 
due for a major expansion on the 
networks and that they will 
emerge as an important source of 
hit material in the future The 
click of several background themes 
from Hollywood and European 


pubs | 


is seen by the BMI 
pattern for vidfilm 


films currently 
toppers as the 


music in the years to come. 

Under its new setup, Richard 
Kirk, who has been a BMI exec 
on the Coast in the non-radio li 
censing field, has been named di 
rector of the TV-film music de- 
partment He will operate from 
Hollywood where the bulk of the 
TV producers are functioning 
Claude Barrere, formerly director 
of the Broadcast Advertising Bu- 
reau, is eastern director of the de- 
partment, working under Kirk 

As outlined by BMI exec vice- 
prexy Robert J. Burton, the move 
into vidfilms involves a compre 
hensive program covering the pro 
ducers, distributors, agencies, 
writers and publishers. BMI al- 
ready has deals with Ziv Produc 
tions, through the latter's BMI 
Delaware Music firm, as well a: 
Jerry Fairbanks In some case 
the vidpix producers own the 
rights to the music and, in others 
the arranger-composers have the 
control. BMI is also making deals 
with several large cue and bridge 
libraries. 

In the writer field, BMI has 
inked direct deals with such ar 

(Continued on page 53) 


Elman Exiting Victor 
Records After 43 Yrs., 
Feels Heifetz Favored 


In a hassle over repertory prob- 
lems, violinist Mischa Elman, who 
has recorded under the RCA Vic- | 
tor banner for the past 43 years, | 
is currently seeking another disk 
affiliation. His current pact with 
Victor expires in September and 
the violinist, who is handled 
through Columbia Artists Bureau, 
is understood to have spoken to 
other platter cotnpanies in the 
longhair field. 

Elman’s move to leave Victor 
stems from his dissatisfaction with 
his recording assignments due to, 
the fact that Jascha Heifetz has 
been given the choice violin reper- 
tory. Nathan Milstein, another w.k. 
violinist, also ankled Victor to join 
Capitol Records recently because 
of the same problem. Elman, a boy 
prodigy some 50 years ago, is one 
of the senior pactees on Victor's 
artists roster. 





Petrillo Gets AFM OK to Strike 


If Needed, In Disk Contract Talks 


Inca Jive 
Arnold Shaw 


vacationing in 
Mexico, learneé that Teotihua 
can is an Indian word mean 
ing the dwelling place of the 
gods, or this is where the 
a&r guys of the Aztec era hung 
oul 
“When I climbed the 255 
steps to the top of Piramides 
de San Juan Teotihuacan |! 
realized what a tough time 
publishers had even in those 


days.” 


Al Miller Exits 


RCA Coast Spot 
To Rejoin King 





A] 


Miller, RCA Victor Coast re 
cording manager, has exited that 
spot to rejoin King Records a: 
sales chief Miller, who has han 
dled pop” artists & repertoire 
chores on the Coast for Victor 
since Henri Rene returned to New 
York, was a sales exec for King 
until 1950 when he joined Victor 
as midwestern field rep 

It was known for the past cou 
ple of months that Victor was look 
ing for a replacement for Miller in 
the top Coast spot Joe Carlton, 
Victor's newly-appointed pop a&s 
chief, was in Hollywood last week 
for that purpose but did not make 
the switch at that time Carlton 
is due to return to the Coast in 
about three weeks, and will make 
the appointment then 

In addition to his sales duties flor 
King. Miller will also handle some 
recording sessions He is slated to 
take over his new assignments 


Aug. 1. 
Bergman Exits King 


around 


Dewey Bergman, meantime, is 
set to exit King June g0. Berg 
man’s pop a&r chores will be han- 


dled temporarily by Henry Glover 


and Fred Weismante! s0th 
Glover and Weismantel will con 
tinue with their rhythm & blues 
activities for the label 

Bergman, who took over the 
King spot from Fli Oberstein a 
litthe more than a year ago, plan 
to take off for Wisconsin for about 
a month to complete an idea for 
an album. He's also mulling sev- 
eral diskery offers for the fall 
Previous to his King assignment 
Bergman had been a&r staffer at 
RCA Victor 

Ted Black to Pine Ridge 
Ted Black has been named _ to 


head up the promotional activities 
of Pine Ridge Music, hillbilly firm 
recently set up by the Big Three 

Black, a former bandleader, had 
been associated with several imusic 
firms in the past years 








Bob Merrill: 1-Man Tin Pan Alley 


Bob Merrill 


Songwriter is 


Alley. 


shaping up as a one-man 
The most consistent producer of click material for the past 


Tin Pan 


three years, Merrill is currently hitting one of the hottest cleffing 


paces in the memory of music 
working for him on four different 
ranging from a gimmick novelty 
big ballad ‘“If You Were Mine’’) 
The Merrill boxscore is as 
Mercury and Homer & Jethro’s ° 
Victor; “Tell Us Where 


biz 


follows 


The Good 


vets. He has six songs now 
labels and in a variety of styles 


(‘Doggie In The Window’) to a 
Patti Page as “Doggie for 
Hound Dog In The Window” for 
Times Are” by Mindy Carson 


and Guy Mitchell for Columbia and the McGuire Sisters for Coral; 


Eddie Fisher's 
At That Girl’ for Columbia; 
Eileen Barton's “Toys” 
Were Mine” for Victor. 


Miss 


Merrill broke into the hit lists some 
and since then has come up with a steady procession of 
mostly for Guy Mitchel! at Columbia 


A Cake” 
hit disks, 


“When I Was Young” 


for Coral; 
Latter two are due for early release 


for Victor; Mitchell's “Look 
Page’s “Butterflies” for Mercury; 
end Mario Lanza’s “If You 


three years ago with “Bake 


His recent efforts 


have switched away from the strict novelty and quasi-folk pattern 


to straight ballads, he 


material, too. 


although 


is still turning out the former 


Merrill works under an exclusive writing deal with Santly-Joy 


Music. 


-¢ 


Montreal, June 
sweltering heat here, 
Petrillo teed off 65th 
convention of the American Fed- 
of Musicians yesterday 
Mon before 1,131 delegates. In 
usual good form despite the heat- 
wave, Petrillo launched into his 
annual report after first reading a 
letter from Pres. Eisenhower. 

He went into the business of re- 
newing the Music Performance 
rust Fund contract which expires 
the end 


93 
In prexyv 


James C 


eration 


at of this year. He asked 
and got permission from the con- 
vention for the right of the execu- 
tive board to order cessation of 
disking and to take whatever step 
necessary to protect the trust fund 
principle when negotiating the new 
contract 

Petrillo said the Defense Dept. 
secretariat) had pledged coopera- 
tion to protect musicians against 
the competition of service bands, 
He cracked at the practice of a 
few locals making impossible de- 
mands on employers, urged union 
support to worthy local leaders and 
then pulled out all stops on Con- 
gressman Carroll D Kearns 
(R., Pa who Petrillo claims is 
secking the limelight with a pro- 
posed national law aimed at musi- 
clans. Kearns, an AFM member, 
is the same man who threatened 
Petrillo before a Congressional 
committee some years ago 


Pausing 
said, “Well 


dramatically 
Mr. Congressman, you 
asked for it and you are about 
to vet it. | claim it is the sense of 
this convention that we demand 
your resignation from the federa- 
tion forthwith.” Declaration was 
greeted with approval and plaudits, 

Scorching a few nifties at Sen. 

Continued on page 48) 


Granz Plans Own Disk 
Distrib Setup in Brit.; 
May Book Heath in U.S. 


23 


Petrillo 


London, June 
Granz, U. S. jazz im- 
presario, arrived in London last 
week to finalize plans for market- 
ing his records in the United King- 
dom. Previously he had asked such 
high terms that no one would bite. 
Now it is reported that he set- 
ting up his own organization here 
to distribute Mercury masters to 
be pressed by British Decca. Such 
albums the Jazz Scene, “Jazz At 
The Philharmonic” ions, and 
the Fred A: album are in- 
volved 
Another 


Norman 


1s 


as 
GOK 


taire 


mission of Granz was 
to offer bandleader Ted Heath 
N. Y. Carnegie Hall concert if 
votiations with the American 
eration of Musicians and the 
ish Musicians Union can be 
factorily ironed out. Granz said, 
“J think it can be arranged. Gen- 
eral secretary Hardie Ratcliffe 


a 

ne- 
Fed 
Brit- 
satis - 


1s 


quite ayvreeable to an exchanyve 
deal.” He added, “My plan is to 
bring JATP to London at the con- 


clusion of my 1953 European tour 
I would then fly the Heath band 
back to New York for a reciprocal 


concert at Carnegie Hall 

Such a move, if realized, could 
mean the open sesame to regular 
tours by | S. bands of these is- 
lands. 


JACK ROBBINS OPENS 
CAMPAIGN ON ‘BLONDES’ 


J.J. Robbins has opened a major 
promotional campaign on the score 


for “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
in conjunction with the 20th-Fox 
release of the pic next month. 
Score, which was penned by Jule 
Styne and Leo Robin, is getting an 
additional push via the M-G-M 
Records soundtrack album release 
with Jane Russell and Marilyn 


Monroe. Album hit the market this 


week with a 20,000 advance order. 

Score failed to produce any hits 
when it ran as a legit musical three 
vears ago. Pic score has several 
interpolated songs by Hoagy Car- 
michael and Harold Adamson, 
Iwhich E. H. Morris is publishing. 
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Manie Sacks Sees B 


ullish Disk Biz 


Topping $200,000,000 Annual Gross 


Disk industry prospects are defi-4 


nitely bullish and platter sales will 
rise substantially over the present 
annual volume of $200,000,000, ac- 
cording to Manie Sacks, RCA Vic- 
the disk divi-| 


| 
| 


tor vice-prexy over 
sion. Sacks struck the upbeat note 
vesterday (Tues.) at a meeting of 
Victor’s overseas distributors at 
the company’s Camden, N. J., head- 


quarters 





Sues for ‘Blues’ Dues 


Los Angeles, June 23. 

Suit for $9,162 in royalties on 
Ella Mae Morse’s disking of 
“Blacksmith Blues” was filed in 
L. A. Superior Court here by Carl 
Hoefle against Capitol Records. 
Hoefle and Delmar S. Porter op- 
erate Tune Towne Tunes, a pub- 
bery. 


| Plaintiff contended that the coin 


Sacks said the greater accept-| is due as royalties for 1952 on the 


ance of classical music and the 


availability of disks for industrial | 


and special-occasion usage have 
sparked the upsurge along with 
the 300% increase in the number 
of phonograph machines since the 
end of the war. In 1946, there 
were 8,000,000 turntables in the 
U. S. against the present total of 
over 24,000,000. 

Sacks underscored three new 
merchandising factors in selling 
records: (1), the value of “expo- 
sure,” which has brought self-mer- 
chandising albums, heightened eye- 
appeal of packages and other ad- 
vances permitting visual shopping 
and self-selection of records; (2), 
broadening of the industry's retail 
base through addition of syndicate 
stores on ‘‘fast-selling pop and mid- 
dle-of-the-road classical items”; and 
(3), Victor's introduction last fall 
of extended-play disks, which have 
been adopted by all the other ma- 
jor companies. 

Sacks stated that the final quar- 
ter of 1952 was the best in Victor's 
50-year history and that the first 
quarter of this year marked a 10% 
rise over the same period last year. 


Philly Orch Slashes 
52-53 Deficit to $3,700, 
Gets 1226 From Disks 


Philadelphia, June 23. 

The Philadelphia Orchestra 
closed its 53d season with a $3,700 
deficit. Symph’s operating deficit 
for the 1952-53 season was $143,- 
850 with a $20,300 deficit carried 
over from the previous season. To- 
tal deficit was reduced by dona- 
tions of $82,530 and a $77,920 in- 
come from an endowment fund. 

Orch's revenue for the season 
was $1,024,156 with $674,700 com- 
ing in from admissions and $122,711 
from record royalties and record- 
ing fees and $50,000 from a city of 
Philadelphia grant. Operating ex- 
penses tctaled $1,168,014, which 
included $710,538 in musician's 
salaries, $107,758 for conductors 
and soloists and $154,671 for trans- 
portation 





KALMAN’S DAUGHTER 





| platter and asked for additional 
7% interest dating back to May 4 
| of this year. 





'ECKSTINE CUTS FALL 


CONCERT TOUR SKED 


In a move to avoid running into | 


a booking jam caused by the over 
load of concert packages skedded 
lfor fall touring, Billy Eckstine is 
leutting down on his 
|plans. Eckstine, who had been hit- 
ting the road on lengthy hops for 
the past three years, will limit him- 
self to a couple of short treks be 
fore taking off on his preem Euro- 
pean concertizing tour. The Euro 
pean jaunt, originally skedded for 
the summer, has been pushed back 
to late fall. 

A one-week Coast concert tour in 
early September currently is being 
set up. William Morris agency is 
dickering for the David Rose orch 
to accomp Eckstine on the one- 
weeker. Proceeds of the tour are 
slated for the Damon Runyon Fund. 

Meantime, Eckstine is prepping 
for his initial engagement at the 
Birdland, N. Y., beginning July 2. 
Crooner is going in a lower fee 
than usual to help jazz spot cele- 
brate its fifth anni. He played the 
adjacent Bandbox a few months 
ago. 


TV ‘Ding Dong School’ 
Set as RCA Album 


RCA Victor has corraled the 
disk rights to the NBC-TV show, 
“Ding Dong School,” juve series 
conducted by Dr. Frances Horwich. 
Victor’s initial album _ release 
framed around the show has been 
set for July 17. 

With the addition of Dr. Horwich 
to Victor’s kidisk artists’ roster, 
she becomes the first doctor of 
philosophy to be heard on wax, 

+ 








a 


Souvenir Signs Hughes 
Souvenir Records has pacted 
baritone Amby Hughes. 
will be making his disk debut on 
the indie label. 


scheduled for release in two weeks. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending June 13) 
London, June 15. 
I Believe ......- . Cinephonic 
In Golden Coach..Box & Cox 
I’m Walking Behind. . Maurice 





Black Eyed Susie. .Cinephonic 
Windsor Waltz Reine 
Celebration Rag ...... Wood 


Wonderful Copenhagen. Morris 


Second 12 


Oh Happy Day..... Chappell 
Doggie in Window.. .Connelly 
Little Red Monkey. . .Robbins 
Tell Me You're Mine .Chappell 
Coronation Rag ....F.D. & H. 
I Talk to Trees..... Chappell 





concertizing | 


Crooner 


Inside Stuft—Music 


Tony Martin, whe usually does best on disks with songs having 4 
Latin or foreign flavor, does it in spades on his newest RCA Victor 
release, “Sorta On the Border,” credited to Irving Gordon for author- 
ship (published by E. H. Morris) and with Henri Rene’s orchestra 
This is paired with “Unfair,” credited to Ronald Vincent, published 
by Paul Music, arranged by Hugo Winterhalter and also batoned by 


“Unfair” is from an old Italian folk ballad, “Tesoro Mia Waltz” 
(My Treasure Waltz) and has been “adapted” at various times by Tin 
Cindy Lord some time ago made a good M-G-\ 
disking of the same tune under the title, “Come Back to Me, My Lov: 
with Becucci-Cole-Skelly credit for coauthorship. Ernesto Becucci 
the original Italian composer, and Ed Cole and Alan Skelly are t 
American wordsmiths. It’s a Tunedex Music copyright; tune is a PD 
“Unfair” solo bills Vincent for authorship sans credit to Becucci 

Incidentally, another current pop, Champ Butler’s “Till Now” 
Columbia, credited to Albert Gamse as batoned by Mitch Miller, is 


Moulin Rouge ....-- Connelly 

Pretend .........+-.-- Leeds Sone. 

Limelight ........ee. Bourne 

Hold Me, Thrill Me... ...Mills | 

Downhearted .... New World | Pan Alleysmiths. 


| unbilled lift from a Brahms theme. 


The top promotion spot at the Big Three (Robbins, Feist & Mill 
music combine has been one of the more important incubators fo; 
music biz executive talent over the past decade. Joe Carlton, recently- 
named’ pop artists & repertoire chief for RCA Victor, held that job 
several years ago as did publisher Howie Richmond and his associate, 


Last month, 


Wild HOrses ...ccsass Morris /| Allie Brackman. Arnold Shaw, vice-prexy of Duchess Music in Lou 

April in Portugal ....Sterling Levy’s firm, also was publicity head at the Big Three. 

Your Cheatin’ Heart Wood Jerry Wexler left that post to become a partner in the rhythm & blues 

Till I Waltz Agai F.D.&H diskery, Atlantic Records. At present, the spot is vacant at the Big 
— ae Se ; Three with a replacement for Wexler likely to be named in the fal] 

Have You Heard F. D. & H. 





Hot Toddy . Aberbach 





‘Here’s a Switch—Kin 
Exec Raps Pubs For | 
Brushing Off Label 


Sydney Nathan, 
prexy, took a slap at the publish- | 
ing industry's attitude toward his | 
label in a form letter sent out last | 
| week. Nathan stated that he didn't | 
|expect the same treatment given 
ithe major labels, but he repri-| 
| manded the pubs for the slipshod | 
| methods they used in submitting | 
| tunes to King. 

He accused the pubs of trying | 
|to get their tunes on King via a | 
| letter and a copy of the song from | 
| five to 10 weeks after the tune 
has broken on another label. “The | 
letter,” he states, “will very kind- | 
ly advise us that the tune has been 
recorded by so and so on such and 
such label and that your company | 
thinks it a good idea if we could | 
|cover the tune. My suggestion is | 
that whoever in any company | 
|sends out this type letter should | 
be immediately promoted — to, 
janitor.” 


| 


erate no publisher favoritism by 
his artists and repertoire staffers 
and that everyone would get a fair | 
shake if they dealt squarely with | 
the label. He told pubs that King | 


| would cover tunes if the execs feel | & 


King Records | 





ASCAPites point to the two-hour, Ford 50th anniversary show ove 
the two giant TV networks last Monday (15) as evidence of the valu: 
of standard music—that not one BMI tune was employed by Mary 
Martin, Ethel Merman, or in the other orchestral and vocal numbe: 
that dominantly they were old standards, and not only Rodgers & 
Hammerstein, Cole Porter or Irving Berlin tunes with which the two 
femme stars have been associated. Lone exception was one SESAC 
tune, titled ‘Too Much Mustard,” a 1911 tune by Cecil Macklin. 


National Tuberculosis Assn. has pegged Rodgers & Hammerstein's 
“Happy Christmas Little Friend” as its 1953 Christmas seal drive 
tune. Assn. also is prepping a trailer in which Rosemary Clooney will 
warble the tune. Song, which was written for Life mag’s Xmas issue 
last year, is being published b- Chappell. 








Although Anton Dvorak’s ‘‘Humoresque” passed into the publie do- 
main a couple of years ago, Tin Pan Alley has just come around to 
adapting it with a pop lyric. Sunny Skylar has come up with a version, 
titled “Pretty Butterfly,” which the Mills Bros. cut for Decca. George 
Paxton Music is publishing. 





First round of private screenings of “The Moon Is Blue” at the 
United Artists homeoffice drew about normal attendance. Now that 
the pic has stirred so much controversy, however, showings of ‘“Moon" 
are treated as top secret, because when word gets out overflow crowds 
show up. 





Narrowing opportunities in music biz on publisher and diskery levels 
is pushing tradesters into other fields of endeavor. Morty Palitz, former 
Decca pop artists & repertoire chief, is now operating a drug store 
and George Beiber, vet plugger, is now operating a cab. 





With the smoke cleared from the recent reshuffling in Decca’s artists 
& repertoire department, picture shapes up with Milt Gabler, topping 
the a&r staff, Paul Cohen, assisting Gabler, and Jack Pleis as a&r 


Nathan added that he would tol- | staffer. Pleis also will record asa Decca artist. 











Petrillo Gets AFM OK | 


Continued from page 47 




















| that they can get a record superior | Robert A. Taft, Petrillo said he|employment, came in for tongue- 


to the one already out, and if the 
few days after the competitor's 
| disk is on the market. 


To expedite the submission of; sic camp teacher who promoted 
Hughes’ initial sides haye been tunes by pubs, Nathan designated | passage of the Lea Act, a Federal 


day.” ' statute striking directly at music 


‘Tuesdays as “publishers 


tune is presented no later than a! 


| would do anything for the union, | lashing. Maddy only recently re- 
newed his attacks on AFM before 
a Congressional committee and 
Petrillo said he wished to return 
to the union from which he had 
been expelled. The question, “Is 
this the kind of man you'd want 
back?” was greeted by a unani- 


;}even talk to him personally. 
Even Dr. Joseph Maddy, former 
AFM member and Wisconsin mu- 








mous “no” from delegates. 







































































































































































a Petrillo reiterated his desire for 
subsidized symphony orchs, partic- 

SONGWRITING ON OWN _ ularly smaller outfits for year- 

| round employment, and wound up 
; — |two-hour stint with eulogy to 

Lily Kalman, daughter of com- | . . ee . 
poser Emmerich Kalman, who is | re Admitting his pent 
now a permanent Paris resident, | — ” ¥ , Petrillo urged all . 
has returned with her husband to | VARIETY > 8 S i — at this time to stand hehin 
New York to write on her own. She P a : r= tne President, saying, “I believe 
' delat sad ot. Siem Survey of retail sheet music a ) oD c the President is honest and serious, 
is working with Abner Silver and len based te obtained 5 O Sis Oo d yet “ao ; ; 
has placed “Blue Serenade” with | sa es ee - re eer Da , ¥ Elolels ee desirous of giving unions and 
Ben Bloom Music; is doing Ernesto | = a ae stores in i — “ 2 8 s § e|3 abor every possible assistance. If 
Lecuona lyric translations for E. B. | and show - comparative = es P| & - Siwis ¢i\,isliola =| T any of his liberal ideas are thwart- 
Marks Music and is working on a| rating for this and last week. Bel slSlelslie2lé aleis Oo ed, it will only be because of the 
German beer song adaptation for | * ASCAP t BMI 1 & S| 2 z £ oak z si E Hy te ngpenanage A Republican cement i 
Howard Richmond Music. & = = 3 o|4 a FA & z =a|8 Af his own party. 

Her husband, who has been an wilie les SiAlLE |? 14 si<ie u | Petrillo was preceded by Mayor 
assistant film director in Paris, | 2i\%ilaiglilgig £/3 gia/S/9!] p Houde, who welcomed delegates; 
~~ : ia into TV production!] National ef | U é z 3 515) s15 3 3| 0 fee af (aber: Pos yh Be <4 
in N. Y. : si be z | ister 4 ; cy R. Bengoug, 

— veued 3 § & 3 ais # 5 b| cy pI a| iI ‘president of Canadian Trades & 
This Last a aE: J 3 eiciz 2 ¢ . Labor Congress, and George Mea- 
1 wk. wk. Title and Publisher 5/2 > 2 o|ais ny, prez of the AFL, all of whom 
Donaldson Kin, MPHC 1 § qpeuaerneearenenmenmeemennennae see Z Saloni alF E < 5 AIHA! § tossed bouquets to leadership of 
e : Petrilio and the AFM 
iN adcast). F : , 
Settle Royalty Suit = loulin Rouge (Broadcast)....... 1 1 1 2 =1 1 21 2 22dq4iadaihu Mieinnatiiiain deniae ities 
2 2 *April in Portugal (Chappell) 2 22 i Convention carried out routine 
Hollywood, June : es e3$ 2 6 2 4 14 3 2 9 biz of amendments 1, today 
ywood, June 23. 3 TH Falki ; Fn. ee... ents, et al, 

An out-of-court settlement has | a m W aihing Benine You (Leeds) 3. 3 1 5 @ 3.1 2 3 3 (Tues.) with election of interna- 
been reached in the suit against 4 4 ‘I Believe (Cromwell)........... 5.6 6 44 3 3 3 43 5 4 «82 tional officers slated for windup 
Music Publishers Holding Corp., 5 5  *Ruby (Miller).................. 4 7 4 5 3.7 +5 6 5 5 4 5 72 |, tomorrow afternoon. 

Remick and Harms Music by the 6 8 Your Cheatin’ Heart (Acuff-R).. 6 3 9 8 7... 9e8@6é..h tt ta | 

children of the late Walter Don- 7 6 *Pretend (Brandom)_ 8 5 7 9 ————— = — 

aldson over royalties. Federal —= ern oar. . 8 5 10.10 8. Ss ¢ 37 Ziv S 4-Name D.J Show 
Judge Ben Harrison dismissed the S 6 __iSay You're Mine (Meredian)...._10 8 510 9 . 6.9 9 8 7 8 32 | ee 
case after being advised that Sheila 9 7  *Seven Lonely Days Jefferson)... 7 .. 10. 6 10 8 7 5 ,.. wee —— ap = ogg 
synn Denaldson, 17, and Ellen Ber- 10 10 *Doggie in the Window (Santl J.) > I ‘ iv, radio-TV packagers, nas 
nice Donaldson, 15, would get $15,- 11 12 *Just Another Polka | Frank — _ A i a 26 put together an “Hour of Stars 
000 over 10-year period plus royal- > ye ; ~ i ET 7 14 tape-recorded disk jockey show 
ties on a dozen songs. 12 11 Nearness of You (Famous)...... sa 4 He 7 with Ginger Rogers, Dick Powell, 

Action was brought by their 13. 15  *My One and Only Heart (Roncom) 9 10 ee od ar ome — We oe 9 5 Tony Mariin and Peggy Lee as the 
mother, Mrs. Dorothy Donaldson, 14 12 *Anna (Hollis) soe Lepeke. es bo ee wb. we Me we we xi 46 +2 3 ag ge es 15-minute | stint 
ig the tunesmith, who died 15 *Allez-Vous-En (Chappell)....... 10 1 produced with a eye to five hours 

‘ i | per week on open-end sponsorship. 
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Change Pauling Status 
To Plaintiff in ‘Hour’ 
Litigation Against Leeds 


Change of status of defendant 
w. H. Pauling & Co., Ltd., from 
a defendant to a plaintiff was 
granted in N.Y. Supreme Court by 


default last. week in connection 
with the action by Boston Music 
end Dorothy Stewart, latter one 
of the writers of “Now Is The 
Hou against Leeds Music. Bos- 


vas given 20 days to file an 
nded complaint. 


Boston is charging that Leeds 
hreached a September, 1947, con- 
in which latter was given 

to “Now Is The Hour” in 

S. and Canada. Boston al- 

it Leeds failed to keep 


irate accounts of sheet copies 
sold. and failed to account for re- 
production, performing and _ syn- 
chronization rights. 

Boston also claims that a letter 
was sent to Leeds early this year 
informing latter that it was no 
authorized to deal in the 
Leeds refused to cease 

Boston seeks to termi- 
47 agreement and to en- 
restrain Leeds from pub- 
Court 


Leeds to 


yor 
BCA 


tune but 


longs 


publishing 
nate the 
ion and 
also was 


account 


the tune 
to direct 
monies. 

The amended complaint will 
read Boston, Stewart and W. H. 
Pauling & Co., Ltd., against Leeds. 


BMI’S CANADA SALUTE 
CUFFOED TO STATIONS 


Broadcast Music, Inc., which re- 


c sked 
for 





cently mapped an expansion of 
its Canadian activities, has tied 
in with Canada’s National Day 


celebration with the packaging of 
a transcribed musical show for dis- 
tribution to several hundred U. S. 
radio outlets. The quarter-hour 
program features Percy Faith, Kay 
Starr and Don Cornell with narra- 
tion by Lowell Thomas, 

BMI is cuffoing the platters to 
the outlets as a salute to Canada, 
which will observe the 86th anni 
of its founding day July 1. 


Karen Chandler Plays Air 
Base as Straight Booking 


Karen Chandler, Coral Records 
thrush who closed a three-week 
stand at the N. Y. Paramount yes- 
terday (Tues.), has an unusual one- 
week date at the Sampson Air 
Force Base Club in upstate New 
York ing July 1. Miss Chand- 
ler did a cuffo for the non-com- 
missioned officers’ club a couple 
of months ago and the base recip- 
rocated with a straight booking. 

Miss Chandler will do three days 
at Chubby’s, Philadelphia, over 
next weekend (26-28) before head- 
ing north. 





ator 
stat 





Walker Exits Atlantic 
For WOV Jockey Chores 


Jack Walker ankled his publicity 


} 


chief post with Atlantie Records 
last week to concentrate orf his 
disk jockey assignments. He's cur- 
rently on WOV, N.Y. 

Jerry Wexler, who recently part- | 
nered in Atlantic, will handle 
Ciskery’s promotion. Walker will 
continue to edit Atlantic’s weekly 


~ 


ewsletter. 





Cutting on a Bias 
Another indie label, Trend Rec- 
orcs, has been added to the disk 
vecnstakes by Albert Marx. Com- 
y is Marx’s initial fling in active 
xery operation. He's of the 
n-Hall-Marx fabric house clan. 
irx, Who is acting as label's 
Prez and artists & repertoire chief, 


Y 


~~ a A 








«ready has cut the Claude Thorn- 
hill and Jerry Fielding orchs. 
New Label Bows 
_A new indie label, Holiway 
i has hit the disk market 
. crooner Bobby Milano as its 
ittal artist Diskery is being run 
»., -onte Bruce, ex-disk jockey. 
no, who is 16 years old, is 


i ng his disk debut via Holiw ay. 





Col. B. F. Chadwick, owner of 
0 Sevenoaks in San Antonio, 
‘ open his outdoors Starlit Ter- 
ece Friday (26) with the Freddy 
Martin orch, 


( 


del has released four Milano, 





| 











NOTE: 


VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


ee elle = 7] 
| Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution | 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets | 

Coin Machines _—Retail Disks = Retail Sheet Music | 

| as Published in the Current Issue | 
= | 


a ° : 
The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder {s 


arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 


veloped from the ratio of points scored 


two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 


and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, shect music). 
TALENT 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 


1 l PERCY FAITH (Columbia)............... Song from Moulin Rouge 
2 2 EDDIE FISHER (Victor).......ccecececes I'm Walking Behind You 
3 3 LES BAXTER (Capitol) ...... pikbdetakineds bilge 
(Say You're Mine Again 
4 4 PERRY COMO (Victor) SERrerenl eek ee ee IMy One & Only Heart 
INo Other Love 
5 5 RICHARD HAYMAN (Mercury) ........ (Ruby — 
)April in Portugal 
™ rer TT Tn ei (I Believe 
6 7 FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) Pica iaainat Manin 
7 LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) ......... Vava Con Dios 
8 10 SYLVANA MANGANO (M-G-M) .......... Anna 
9 HILLTOPPERS (Dot) ...... ........2-e-. (Ud Rather Die Young 
iP.S. IT Love You 
10 6 NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) .......... haley 
an 
TUNES 
POSITIONS (*ASCAP. +BMI) 
This Last 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 1 +4SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE ..............-...c0-. Broadcast 
2. 3 £4*PM WALKING BEHIND YOU..............ccccccccccccccess Leeds 
3 2 *APRIL IN PORTUGAL. ....ccccccccccccccccccccnessvsvess .. Chappell 
4 4 *RUBY mepeneniensaaer Bal anise tala ede ...... Miller 
5 5 *] BELIEVE nee Re ee eee re er a ee eT a Cromwell 
6 6 %*BAY VOURE MINE AGAIN. ..ccccccccccccccccceccccecve soe: Meridian 
7 8 +VOUR CHEATIN’ HEART... ............0.cccccceccece seveess Acuff-R 
8 7 *PRETEND ... ...........cccce. Oy ene err 3random 
9 +ANNA RP reno ae ee Se nT Hollis 
10 DD PHU BOE DATE oc vccccce cds cdccveseccaccccecessss Jefferson 
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varteTY |() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


L, Bee PROM MOULIN ROUGE CD oink vdec cc ceisiewenvsvs Percy Faith .....+. Columbia 
2. I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU (5) Eddie Fisher ......-. Victor 
eB AS pe ene re ee Les Baxter Capitol 
4. RUBY (6) rere te Richard Hayman Mercury 
i Mee es ee I FRR BIe Din ks hee eas sicicesecevews Perry Como Victor 
i GNM S. 0 75 550.9450 094 640 C4 RRR OL OMS ererrrery errors Sulvana Mangano M-G-M 
Th ET GED 0 00005060000604660460000600060006604000004 Nat (King) Cole Capitol 
ey De SOO 5 voc ceepensevaseseateeeous ere te ee ee Frail Laine .......Columbia 
a eee ee ee AG, . sb ededkd bbbrbee be 586008640 %5) Paul-Ford ....seee- Capitol 
nah. ee ee UE COD. osc vvbsescsducavesceasesscisce Georgia Gibbs ...... Mercury 
Second Group 

APRIL IN PORTUGAL TEP CCRT CRTC TCT Te eer eT Fy ae gs ee r 
Oe ee is FS, Pr eerr eT TT ere er err e ree Te Te Kay Storr ( 
Ee GENES, PEE 65-5.0000006044060 0608000006 6000008088 Be ee G 
PR DS eer rr eer ee ee rre errr rc ere ocr Te eee S OMG .ssseese 1 r 
ee Se MPRIINED 6.0 .06.0600:0000.0000000000060 06000000680 Hillto i -ctaases Dot 
I ES ocd ns ocd ee eed abee ee berenddeneeeenne< eo. Ames Bros peaadiaws Victor 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART PE ERASERASAAAT ENED EUTRCRC Rane eKes. RMI DONE ~ viseats Co! hia 
DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW ...ccccscecs 596650458 006566 canes) FO POCO. 2. casaven Mercury 
EES er ere ere Te eee Te eer re errr eT rT er Te Pp So re Capitol 
EE Cee TET CTT TCT T COTE TET UCR Te eT eT eee eT GC UE 22008 Capito 
SAY SI SI ETO TS TOPCO ee TCT eT eer Tee aa ce, nr eee ee De 
ow, BO Bm ge 5 are ee eee re soa SOTTY TOMS. 22 cc sacsax' Victor 
ALLEZ-VOUS-EN erery Tr cc Tr sessacescsexn Oe Oe 5 Suleman Capitol 
eee ee ee. PONE GLAMTEE ID iii ods cv eedecacavives Frank Chacksfield London 
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' Jack Mills to Europe 


To Set Up Music Cos. 


In Global Expansion 


Publishing exec Jack Mills 
leaves on a two-month European 
trek Friday (26) to finalize deals 
from new firms in Italy and France, 
Negotiations for the foreign sub- 
sids to Mills Music have been un- 
derway for the past six months 
and Mills expects to wrap it all up 
during his stay. 


Addition of the Italian and 
French firms to the Mills orbit is 
part of pub's global expansion 
plans. In past two years he has 
set up affiliate firms in London, 
Toronto, Brussels and Johannes- 
burg, South Africa. Through these 
firms Mills expects to push _ his 
catalog as well as S. tunes 


bought from other publishing firms 
for foreign publications. Mills also 
will brief his overseas affiliates on 
the modern education music meth- 
ods being spearheaded by his firm. 
Also on Mills’ European agenda 
appointing a of the 
London firm and the 


1S manager 


to speak at 


Music Publishers Educational Con- 
vention at Salzburg Convention 
will run from July 15 through 
July 23 


HEARINGS AGAIN OFF 
ON COPYRIGHT ACT 


Washington June 23. 

by a subcommittee of 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
on proposed amendments to the 
Copyright Act have been 
postponed until early next month. 


at 


the 


arines 


avain 


Bill ponsored by Senators Pat 
VMeCarran and Everett Dirksen 
would remove the licensing ex- 
emption from jukeboxes — and 


permit the imposition of 
fees on the coin ma- 
rators, 

coin operators have 
for a postponement 
the grounds that they have not 
iad enough time to prepare their 
ase against the bills. The Senate 
‘roup originally set early June for 
the start of the hearings but have 
deferred the epening date 


would 
pertormance 
chine ope 

lhe 


pre ing 


been 
on 


ince 


Joe Carlton’s L.A-N.Y., 
Cuts Lanza, Dinah Disks 


Joe Carlton RCA Victor's pop 
artists & repertoire chief, arrived 
back in New York Monday (22) 
after a short visit to the Coast. He 
plans to go Coastwards in about 
three weeks to complete disking 
plans set with several Victor art- 
i in Hollywood 

While in Hollywood, Carlton cut 
four sides with Mario Lanza and 
several with Dinah Shore, Carlton 
is rushing the Shore platter to the 
market next week. 


David Rose, Brodszky 
Talk Brit. Music Deals 


J.ondon, June 23 


David Rose arrived in London 
last week on a 10-day business and 
pleasure visit Ie has brought 


over with him 50 new manuscripts 


vhich he will be negotiating with 
Chappell Music here 

\Iiso in town 1 filmusic- writer 
Nicholas Brodszky. He is over here 
to discu writing the music for a 
new musical for the London stage, 
and will also have discussions with 


'film-producer Joe Pasternak 


Lawrence’s Symph Date 


Elliott Lawrence, bandleader and 
musical director on the Red But- 
ton CB >-T \ snov has heen 
booked to conduct the Denver 
: phony Ore wie & am 

Jerome Ke du the 
tod Ro fectival this nmer, 
| et date jor i rence’s date has 

ye t 
J ( } D ( veral 
» ore yund the country 
n f et couple of ye 
Decca Nabs Greco 

Jose Greco, Spanish dancer, will 
nake his wax debut as a singer via 
Decca Records. He'll etch Spanish 
folk songs for the label. 

Greco took off to Spain yesterday 
Tues.) for a four-week He'll 
tape native folk songs during his 
trip. 

Fifth annual Perry Co: golf 
te ney has been set for June 30 


at the Garden City ‘L.1.) Country 
Club. 
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Crying in the Chapel 


OES AA A MOT KS ET COR. EN LET CR GOT A ORR PG ERR OE 
and a new June you'll love 


Love Every Moment You Live 


RCA VICTOR 


FIRST IN RECORDED MUSIC 





20/47-5368 
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On the Upbeat 


ED 





New York 


Ward’s Dominoes, vocal 


Billy 


combo, pencilled in for the Michi- | 


gan State Fair, Detroit, Sept. 4-10 
Bernie Wayne conducting a 
concert at Richiwond, Va., 


OD 

eae 29 Charles Hasin, in 
eharge of distribution for M-G-M 
Ke ord back at his N. Y. desk 
ifter a week’s 0.0. of diskery’s dis- 
trib setup in the midwest Art 
Mooney orch currently at Lakeside 
Park. Denvet Cindy Lord into 
Kddie Ashnet Pittsburgh, tomor- 
row Phu for 10 day Vir- 
ginia Wicks handling promotion 
for the Sauter-Finegan orch 
Harry Belafonte into the Skyways 
Lounge, Cleveland, July 10 He 
moves into Bill Miller’s Riviera, 
Ft. Lee, N. J., July 28 . Alan 


Dean opens at the Paramount The- 
N. Y., July 8 

Cece Blake, 
Monroe, thrush 
die Vernon label... Woody Herman 
orch on a String of one-niters un- 
til September Crooner Mark 
Stuart opens at the Glen Park Ca 

10, Buffalo, June . 29 Bob 
Anthony, former Harry James vo- 
calist leaving for Alaska and 
Korea on a USO tour July 8 
; Deputy Police Commissioner 
James B. Nolan, head of the Police 
Athletic League, making 
rounds of New York deejays plug- 
ging Henry Jerome’s M-G-M plat- 
ter “Pie Wock A-Jilly Wock.” 
Half of the disks royalties are go- 
ing to the PAL. 


alre 


former 


Chicago 


Tex Beneke touring midwest in 


waxing for the in- | 


| \V egas, 


| 


Vaughn | 


| ton 
the | 


cats into Jaguar Club, Indianapolis, 
on July 6 for single stanza Clyde | 
McCoy into Claridge Hotel, Mein- | 
phis, from July 24 to Aug. 6. | 

Louis Prima takes over Surf | 
Club. Virginia Beach, July 9 for | 
one week Chuck Foster booked 
by Colonial Hotel July 17-18 and 
follows into Coney Island, Cincin- 
nati. for a stanza beginning Aug 
14 Norm Carlin into Omaha's 
Seven Seas for three weeks, start- 
ing Aug. 28 Shep Fie'ds doing 
one nighters in midwest through 
July Harry James opens at El 
Rancho. Las Vegas, on July 29 for 
two-weekel Spike Jones into Cal 
Neva. Lake Tahoe, on July 24 fol 
two stanzas Ted Lewis begins 
three weeks at Desert Inn, Las 
Aug. 4. 


London 


Dick James, Parlophone vocalist, 


is entering music publishing as 
associate of Sydney Bron Ban4d- | 
leader Geraldo and “his twin- | 


brother, pianist Sidney Bright, are | 
parting company after Sid has been 
pianist in his brother's band for 20 
years. Peter Knight is taking over 

Sid Phillips orch and deejay 
Jack Jackson taking over Billy Cot- 
lunchtime Sunday radio spot 
on June 28 Ted Heath orch| 
departed on Monday (22) for 10 
days’ tour of U.S. zone of Germany, 


| playing to American troops. Johnny | 


| was so successful that a repeat date 


} 


July Chordsmen into Dome at 
Bismarck Hotel, Chi, June 29 to 
July 11 Earl Hines to play Rivi- 
eva, St. Louis, July 17 for single 
frame Blue Barron takes over} 
Cavalier, Virginia Beach, Va., for 
one week beginning Aug. 7 Paul 
Nevers booked for Aragon Ball-| 


room, Chi from July 21-Aug. 16 

Charlie Spivak to tour this «terri- 
tory in July after stint at Edge- 
watet Beach Jimmy  Feather- 
stone last week inked with Asso- 
ciated Booking Corp Tommy 
Reed pacted for Dutch Mill, Dele- 
van Wis., from July 10-21, follow- 
ing with five stanzas at Oh Henry, 
Chi, beginning July 26 Harmoni- 





MA Swings it 
teee and Fe) does PA 
- with the 


FOUR ACES 
Decca Record 





Dankworth combo returns from 
similar visit to Germany Al Mar- | 
tino playing three London concerts 

Frank Sinatra, who broadcast 
with the BBC Show Band June 11, 


has been booked for July. He is on | 
TV Thursday (25). 
Pittsburgh 

Mary Lou Valle is Joey Sims’ 
new vocalist Del Monaco quartet | 
goes into the Beachcomber in Erie 
Monday (29) for a month’s run 
Tony & Dave, musical combo’at Pat 


| McBride's Supper Club for dwo} 
years, into Point View Hotel in 
Brentwood for an indefinite stay | 


{in Wilkinsburg has resumed Satur- 


| affair 


Wally Ginger orch plays West 
View Park week of July 6 Billy 
Catizone foursome has had option 
picked up at Colonial Manor for 
another month Royal Ballroom 


day night dances for the summer in 
addition to the regular Thursday 


Kansas City | 

The Sportsmen due in at Eddys’ | 
Restaurant for a fortnight opening 
June 25, their first in this down- 


, town club, although not newcomers | 


| 





;—| RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS |— 























to club” circuit here Sammy | 
Pagna Trio moves out of the Ranch 
Inn, Elko, Nev., July 5 and opens 
the New Avalon Club, Casper, | 
Wyo., July 7 Don Roth trio cur- | 
rently in the Kansas City Club on | 
a four week stand Stewart Scott) 
orch opened in the Hotel MeCurdy, 
Evansville, Ind., this week Willie | 
Fischer Log Jammers (6) play Hia- | 








with 


Paul Weston Orchestra 


lags 


S ME AGAIN, 
STRANGER 





Columbia Record 40020 


| Room 
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Survey, of retail disk best Si-~ilsilalelss = 1a lolz Si¢ 
sellers based on reports ob OAlelisisiaete!] 2s i | | al a | 
; ; ¢ = a 2. ont = n |} & ' @& tS —_ | Oo 
tained from leading stores in si siz] e& a iE | P21 @ tart 
, , ‘ . eis | * wie sie ; se} & | 1 
12 cities and showing con ay =. S ‘= 5 S is | S leig|s if 4 
parative sales rating for this alisiti/2/6|a p IGliel« | & 3 I 
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glelelsleitidizlelele 
llale Tizizlia/@ijeisSi-| ® 
SIT el cle Bole TiS) sie) e 
National slelSlealeaisi/elis/e/S) eis}! 
Rating “ $|z eiecieigis is |< < © y 
This Last Zisilz -(SI(Sisi sisi sis 1 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title = _ zis IFICTIFIEIZIEISIAISITIS 
ats PERCY FAITH (Columbia 
1 1 “Song from Moulin Rouge” eo 1 I l 2 1 4 1 4 1 1 a 98 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
2 2 “I’m Walking Behind You” a § 4 2 l -_ 2 2 5 90 
~ RICHARD HAYMAN (Mercury) 
2 5 “Ruby” 2 eel ‘ 5 6 3 4 a 4 4 55 
LES BAXTER (Capitol 
4 3 “April in Portugal” Tt, ae : - os « 3 3 _ oe 3 3 i: 53 
FRANK CHACKSFIELD (London) 
5 7 “Limelight Theme” 4 3 l a ; T 7 3 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
6 & “Say You’re Mine Again” 6 2 8 9 6 3 33 
* ~ FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) _ 
7 4 “TI Believe” 10 9 6 7 8 6 5 8 29 
AMES BROS. (Victor) 
8 is “You, You, You” 6 4 2 21 
~ PAUL-FORD (Capitol) 
i) 16 “Vaya Con Dios” 8 4 5 8 10 20 
HILLTOPPERS (Dot) _ 
10 19 “P.S. I Love You” ; ; ste 7 = 6 — 1 a 19 
SYLVANA MANGANO (M-G-M) 
11 9 “Anna” Laaee 7 ‘ 5 6 oe = z __ 18 
HILLTOPPERS (Dot) 
12 “I'd Rather Die Young” ; ; sa 5 10 2 : 7 —_—) 16 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
13 , “No Other Love” ‘ 2 9 ; 9 9 _ 15 
LES BAXTER (Capitol) 
14 8 “Ruby” aa : ——) ae 
BILL HALEY (Essex 
15 Le =: 9 4 8 ’ a 12 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
16A “Half a Photograph” 10 3 10 10 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol 
16B “fT Am In Love” 6 6 10 
~ PETE HANLEY (Okeh) ames ee ee 
16C 10 “Big Mamou” 5 7 10 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
194 “Swedish Rhapsody” 4 9 9 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor 
19B “April in Portugai” . 8 cr 5 re er ee ee 9 
| 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 5 
MUSIC FOR LOVERS, WONDERFUL TOWF HANS CHRISTIAN. VICTOR HERBERT ME & JULIET 
F I V E T O P ONLY | Broadway Cast | ANDERSEN SUITE Broadway Cast 
| Jackie Gleason | Decea DANNY KAYE Mantovani Victor 
AL M Capitol DL 9010 Decca London OC 1012 
B U S H-352 DA 937 DL 5433 LL 147 EOC 1012 
9-391 A 919 LOC 1012 
| | i 9-364 EOA 458 








| watha Gardens, Manitou 

Colo., the 

Wyo., and then settle down at Lake | 
Tahoe July 2 for the season | 


Hollywood Rangerettes opened at | 
Ranch Inn, Elko, June 17 for sev- | 
eral weeks stay. 


Omaha 


Nino Nanni in at Angelo’s, with 
Ella Fitzgerald set for July 24 
Pianist Molly Craft bowed at Hay- 
den House at Airport Slim Eber- 
hordt’s Cowboys booked at Tom 
Ingoldsby’s Corral Spike Harri- 
son heldover at Colony Club. 


Boston 
Tony Bruno closes season at 
Steuben’'s June 27 and opens at the 
Cape Codder, Falmouth, June 29 


Hawthorne Inn, Gloucester, Juls 
l Pianist Bill Haley moves into 
Steuben's Cave the first of July 

Adrian Zing taking combo to Po- 
land Springs Hotel 


turns to the Moby Dick, Nantucket, 
end of June Moe Solomon’s orch 
moves from _ Bradford's Circus 
to the hotel’s Root Garden 
for the summer Guy 
orch set for 
Hotel Statler, June 30. 


Tieber Disbands Orch 


Dallas, June 23. 


Bill Tieber hag stepped down 
after four years of fronting his 
own band, most recently at the 


Colony Club here, and is disband 
ing the group. Tieber plans to go 
to Cleveland. 

No replacement has been a 
nounced as yet at the club. 


Harry Myerson, M-G-M Recor: 
artists & repertoire chief, back a 





his desk after minor surgery, 


| four-way 





Harry Fink and his trio returns to 


shall booked into the Marshall 
House, York, Maine, for summer | 
season Bob Taylor combo. re- 


Ormandy | | 
Press Guild's ball at} 


iRverside Club Casper, | M-G-M Preps Four-Way 


Release of ‘Band Wagon’ 


M-G-M Records is 
wax parlay 
soundtrack album 
Band Wagon." 


prepping a 
on its pie 
release of “The 
Diskery is readying 


ja 12-inch long-play platter, a four- | 


disk 78 rp.a set, 
tended play package and a single 
EP disk. The LP will contain nine 


a two-platter ex- | 


tunes from the Metro pic and “The | 


Girl Hunt Ballet’ instrumental. 
while the 78 rpm and EP packages 
| will only have the nine tunes. The 
| single EP will be the ballet com- 
| position. This marks the first time 
diskery has spread out its sound- 
track album release in such a var 
ied manner. 

Platters, which are set for July 
3 release, feature Fred Astaire, 
Nanette Fabray and Jack Buchan- 
an. 
& Howard Dietz 


George Mar. | 


Tunes are by Arthur Schwartz 


! 
| 











It's Music by 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


ON THE BEACH 
WITH YOU 


WORDS & MUSIC, INC. 
(1619 Broadway, New York) 























Get the Enchanting Ballad 
MOMMIE DEAR 


—and you'll have a hit 
Piano-vocal availabie 


EMERICK JANOSKA 
(Composer of many Crech hit songs 
Box 17, Morris Hts. Sta. 
New York 53, N. Y. 
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Disk C ies’ | 
BMI '+Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 
‘ ? | 
__.. Continued from page 47 =e CAPITOL ARTIST 3 
anger-composers as Jerry Field- AY — a 
_ Vie Schoen, Harry Zimmer- | as lane MS acing cake a aakis 4 as Les Paul-Mary Ford ; 
nan and Roger Wagner, among | yity ; 
etait These writers will get flat 2. pane IN PORTL RO a Sad e54'6 40-44 kee Les Baxter ; 
-yms of coin from BMI annually SUDDENLY + 
until the latter figures out a tech- 3. RETURN (| re Nat (King) Cole z 
nique of paying off on a perform- ANGEL EYES + 
: ance basis for such music. 4. HALF A PHOTOGRAPH ................ sooo meay Starr 3 
With a buildup of this phase of : ALLEZ-VOUZ-EN ‘ * 
peration, BMI expects to be; 2 5. PRETEND Nat (King) Cole z 
position to advise agencies > DON’T LET EYES SHOP FOR HE ART - + 
,iucers on their music prob- z z : 
Burton said that writing for | . 
s a new. art and that vid 13 COLUMBIA z 
ducers were beginning to|¢%¢ 1. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE Percy Faith z 
nore attention to the inci-|~ SWEDISH RHAPSODY ‘ > 
, music Burton predicrted|¢ 2, | BELIEVE — a 
Oe ee oe YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART a 
for the exploitation Of pops | 4 AN . sie + 
e video would create a form of | ¢ 3. aon wane THAT ers Doris Day-Johnnie Ray ¢ 
suitable for the new iz tata Sia AT-AWAY z 
lium + 4. STRANGE THINGS ARE HAPPENING ......Red Buttons 
BMI is encouraging its affiliate iz BO-HO SONG 
producers to build up libraries of | 4 5. GIGI it eee eee ce cecereescesseeeeess Lévewece RRL WOCUm 
cues and bridges much in the same | ¢ SHANE z 
wav that the old Sam Fox publish- B > 
company did in the early days | CORAL 4 
notion pictures. Howie Rich-| a = z 
i has already wrapped up the | 4 1. IN TOE ACH LIF E , Teresa Brewer-Les Brown ¢ 
to the musie on the “Mr. ! ¢ rOO MUCH MUSTARD z 
pers” show and other pubs|~ 2. SHE LOVES ME Men Comet © 
ist follow suit according to Bur- | + WHEN HANDS OF CLOCK PRAY AT MIDNIGHT 3 
| if they want to get into the 3 3. HEY! MR. COTTON PICKER McGuire Sisters-A. Lund ¢ 
| leo field, —l¢ TELL WHERE GOOD TIMES t 
) rhe major problem involved in z 4. YOU’RE DRIVING ME CRAZY............ Buddy Grece z 
e new BMI operation in the pay-|4 I PREDICT t 
off method. While it’s relatively | $ aon ear en ; 
| ple to pay off on top tunes t 5. iit fee en Loeb ewes ak eet Eyvdie Gorme ¢ 
: strictly according to performances, | ¢ nt eee ? , 
the value of incidental music 1s | * peace 
difficult to gauge. 3 DECCA 3 
Many of the TV arranger-com-|} 4 1. HONEY IN THE HORN ............ ae Four Aces 
posers has shied away from the ORGAN GRINDER’S SWING 
> American Society of Composers,|2 2, RUBY Vistas Voce 
. Authors & Punlishers  Decauise | 2 SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE ————™ | t 
ever, has a more flexible structure 7 BAD AND THE BEAUTIFUL ; 
and has been able to give better 4. DON’T YOU CARE rir Guy Lombardo 3 
leals to such cleffers. | HALF A PHOTOGRAPH . 
\mong the TV shows for which | 5. MY HEART BELONGS TO DADDY ......... Peggy Lee z 
B\Il has the music rights are | I'VE GOT YOU UNDER MY SKIN e 
“Kukla, Fran & Ollie,” ‘This Is | “ 
Your Life,” and “Howdy Doody.” LONDON ; 
as 1, TERRY’S THEME FROM LIMELIGHT Frank Chacksfield ¢ 
INCIDENTAL MUSIC FROM LIMELIGHT z 
i ; A “HIGHLIGHT” 2. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE ...... (eaeeeee SEMeOVals = 
: GHLIGHT VOLO COLUMBO z 
For Every Program 3. RETURN TO PARADISE | ..............s00ee- Lita Roza $ 
i TELL ME WE’LL MEET AGAIN oe . ° 
; + 
Mee ye Winifred Atwell ¢ Originating in Toronto 
: BOUNCE THE BOOGIE z 
| 5. THE LAST RHAPSODY ............. S. Black-Mantovani (Coast-to-Coast) 
NILA WALTZ 
Transcribed for 
MERCURY 
OR Se eer eee beiekeiaaan Richard Hayman 5 
LOVE MOOD 
L OOM I oe a ra Vie Damone 
f I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU | 
3. GAMBLER’S GUITAR ............ eerer ry Rusty Draper 
FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION | 3 Days Weekly 
G Wee Wis WO ME... bs ccs cevsane occcccesss- Georgia Gibbs 
* THUNDER AND LIGHTNING 
(. SS |. PRESrerrre rer cere err etre .»ee.. Richard Hayman 
.- LIMELIGHT 
| M-G-M | 
lee ee eed wen ode we eoeeeeesee- S¥lvana Mangano 
I LOVED YOU 
2. YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART ...... Terererrirrrrin 2. | 
I'LL BE WAITING FOR YOU 
SS. SEND MY BABY BACK TO ME .....cccscees Billy Eckstine 
; I LAUGH TO KEEP FROM CRYING 
SG BESS BEWORES oo. ck cvceas weer Teer er Te Joni James 
H IS IT ANY WONDER 
/ rrr seseeeeeesss-Hank Williams ° 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART sings 
: RCA VICTOR 
>) 1. I’M WALKING BEHIND YOU .........+..-+++. Eddie Fisher 
- JUST ANOTHER POLKA z 
} y AY S. NO OTHER LOVE ......cccccccscscccceseees Perry Como $| 
‘L. f KEEP IT GAY 
e 3. ONCE UPON A TUNE ...ccccccccccsccescceee- Ames Bros, 
nes YOU, YOU, YOU 
4. SAY YOU'RE MINE AGAIN ......-ceeeeee8+.-Perry Como 
MY ONE AND ONLY HEART —_—_—— { 
5. UNFAIR TREEPUTCTEEEEET LS ‘(eenesiascoasscnvnee Martin 
SORTA ON THE BORDER 
POPP FFF FFF 4646564654666 F4444 6464644444464 44444644646 3 3 
Mi }nual music festival at the Byndend 
‘“ , ’ Pennsy Music Fete Pacts | Wood Mountain Center, Werners- | 
The finest sound on record” Reading, Pa., June 23. | ville, near here. Jane Hobson, mez- | MGM 11519 78 RPM 
Four concerts by leading artistS}7) soprano, tees off the season) 
will be presented at the fourth an-| jyjy 2), | K 11519 45 RPM 
| Other concerts listed are: Rus-| 
sell Danburg, pianist, July 28; | §j ’ 
| Donald Dickson, former Met bari- | if 
. 'tone, Aug. 4, and Eugene List, | ff ra id 
Py A, AB, Sa pianist, with his wife, Carroll fj 
© ¢ Vitae s- Fastest |Glenn, violinist, Aug. 11. More ‘hj jinn 
Sy than 7,500 persons attended the |! 
= ec ° BR 19) oo de a - 7 series last year. 
“ Selling Records! Steve Sholes, RCA Victor coun- 
| try & western music topper, heads | 
7 | for Hollywood this week on a Com- | 
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Fort Wayne Coliseum Melts Ice Battle 
By ‘Exclusive’ Pacts With Rival Moguls»: san» i vnc 


War Memorial Coliseum 

the promotion battle between two 
rivals. Fred Zollner, of Zollnet 
Productions, and Harold Van Or- 
man, J! of Fort Wayne Enter- | 
prise by voting “exclusive con- 
tract Both sought dates for ice 
5} OWS 


E 
p 


SI 


Fort Wayne, Ind., June 23 
Trustees of the Allen County 
settled 


The trustees gave Fort Wayne 
nterprise ole rights for the 
romotion of ice hockey and sports 


10 ind Zollner Production 


sole rights to promote basketball 


g 


arrie and ice shows 
The board decided to bar dual 








PATRICIA 


AND 


CAPPELLA 


JUST CLOSED 
CONDADO BEACH HOTEL 
PUERTO RICO 
IN THE 
OPERETTA RIO RITA 


JUNE 25 to JULY 5ih 
ST. LOUIS 
THEN TO THE RICE HOTEL, 
HOUSTON, UNTIL JULY 15 

















JON ANDRA 


CARLTON and KARROL 
Held Over At 
The CORONNET 
Quebec City, P. Q., Can. 
Opening June 29th 
ST. MAURICE HOTEL 
Three Rivers, P. Q., Canada 











BOB 
(Bobby) 


ROLLINS 


Signed for 
Next 
Coronation 





Booked thru WILLIAM SHILLING 
165 West 4éth Street 


ports entertainment and to estab- 
lish line fences in the promotional 
field, after it became apparent that 
the two competing groups were not 
settle their differences 
themselves. 


' 
| 
| 
| 
] 
' 
| 


lable to 


The tiff between the two groups 
came to light when Fort Wayne 
Enterprises asked dates for the 
Barbara Ann Scott ice show, here- 
tofore an area of amusement spon- 
sored by Zollner Productions, with 
“Holiday on Ice.” Zollner then 
countered by applying for a fran 
chise in the American Hockey 
League, indicating he would put a 
hockey team in the field to com- 
pete with the Komets, team of the 
Fort Wayne Enterprises. The Kom- 
ets played before capacity or near- 
capacity crowds at the Coliseum 
all last season. 

The agreement given each of the 
promoters calls for a one-year con- 
tract with option to renew for an 
additional two years. 


‘Soft Touch’ Beinagles 
Left $2,534 in Assets, 
Debts Totaling $68,990 


The late Bill Robinson, always 
a soft touch, died leaving assets of 
only $2,534 and debts totaling 
$68,990, according to an account 
ing of his estate filed in N.Y. Sur 
rogate’s Court by his’ widow, 
Elaine, last week. 

Robinson who played as many 
benefits for virtually every cause 
as did anyone in show biz, died 
Nov. 25, 1949, leaving a diamond 
ring appraised at $2,534, a gold 
badge valued at $244 and a wrist 
watch appraised at $50, for which 
he had received $80 in a pawn 
shop. His wife, for sentimental 
reasons, later redeemed the time 
piece for its original loan plus $24 
interest. Among the major debts 
were $51,113 to the Collector of 
Internal Revenue; $865 for N-Y. 
State income taxes, and the Calli- 
fornia Franchise Tax Commis 
sioner, $5,427. There was. over 
$10,000 in debts to friends 

Bojangles, for all his 60 years 
on the American stage, was naive 
in many show biz matters. Al- 
though he frequently earned 
| $4,500 weekly, many of his show 
biz investments lost a bundle for 
him. Among them was the opera- 
tion of his Club Nemo in Harlem 
a little over a decade ago, a losing 
' proposition which kept going for a 
‘long time. 


| . 

| Piping Rock Burglary 
Saratoga Spr’gs, N. Y., June 23. 

| Piping Rock, long a leading Sara- 
toga nitery and casino, seized and 
| padlocked by the Internal Revenue 
Bureau in December, 1951, after 


|in what Police Chief Robert F. 
| Flanagan described as “more or 
less a petty larceny affair.” 

Piping Rock, where Joe E. 
Lewis, Sophie Tucker, Morton 
| Downey, Hildegarde and other top- 
| liners had appeared, with name 
bands, has figured prominently in 








New York City | 
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Grant’s Riviera 
RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SLOWBUSINESS MEETS 
* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 


the current state investigation of 
| Saratoga County. 


Dallas’ ‘Dixie’ Icer 
Dallas, June 23. 
' Current edition of the Hotel 
Adolphus Century Room blader is 
“Dixie Ice-arama,” directed by 
Dorothy Franey. 

Headlining the new show are 
Betty Atkinson and Charles Hain, 
and others in the cast are Bruce 
Mapes, Melinda Terry, 














Duplicate Prizes Awardes tn the Case of Tie: 











'Greenup, Betty Raab, Carol Wil- 


}liams and Gloria Dawn. 


| was visited by burglars last week | 


Patty | 


| AGVA TO INCREASE 
BENEFIT PAY SCALE 


The American Guild of Variety 


policy. A major change will be the 
increase in the $285 maximum paid 
tc names. 
on one-seventh of an arbitrary 
maximum of $2,000. The $2,000 
top is likely to be increased with 
$4000 and $8,000 being the new 
oppers under discussion 

The union is set to strengthen 


its cuffo show setup so that all re- 
quests fol howings wherebs 
names be paid one-seventh of 
their regular clubdate — salaries 

t be approved by the branch 
board with final okay by Jack Ir 
vin AGVA national administra 
live secretary. 


L.A. AGVA F ronts 


Thomas as Prexy 


Hollywood, June 23 
Coast regional direc- 
American Guild of 
Variety Artists, has stated that Los 
Angeles branch members’ would 
upport Danny Thomas for the 

presidency of the union, to succeed 

incumbent Bob Hope, who has de- 

clined to run for a second term. 
Others seeking the union’s presi 

dency are Georgie Price, Jackie 

Bright and Rajah Raboid 
The L.A. branch initiated Hope’s 

candidacy last year by petition. 


AFTRA K.C. One-Nighter 
Boosts Funds Via Names; 
May Try Repeat Vauders 


Kansas City, 
One of strongest lineup of 
names and acts was offered here 
in a single show last Saturday eve- 
ning (20) in Municipal Auditorium 
as the local chapter of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Television & 
Radio Artists threw a benefit for 
its welfare fund 
The roster included Hildegarde 
on one of her very infrequent ap- 
pearances here; Eddie Braeken; 
Richard Hayes; Phil Harris (in 
town for the Trans Mississippi 
Golf Tournament); Johnny (Scat) 
Davis heading the orch; eccentric 
dance team of Helene & Howard; 
| Ruwe, Looie & Sunshine, ventrilo 
turn; Montes De Oca, trampolin- 
|ist; and Bobby Clarke, puppeteer. 
Two-hour show was put together 
| by Phil Lampkin, in from the Wil- 
| liam Morris Chi office for the trick. 
| AFTRA secretary Don Roberts 
| said the vaude show is something 
|of an experiment for the union in 
the way of fund-raising. 


Eddie Rio 


‘ ‘ +1 
Lt Ul tiie 


June 23. 


SLATER’S 1-MAN SHOW 


Hpynotist Ralph Slater will do 
his one-man show at the Academy 
of Music, N. Y., week of July 1. 
Slater, who recently did a four- 
week stand at the Bijou, N. Y., at 
$3.50 top, played Skouras’ Crotona 
last Wednesday (17). He's sched- 
uled for the Capitol. Elizabeth, 
for two days starting Friday (26). 

Academy of Music recently tried 
full-scale vaude on a five-day week- 
ily basis, but project was aban- 
doned after several weeks. 


Wilson to U.S. jn Fall 
Glasgow, June 16. 

Robert Wilson, Scot singer and 
boss of James Kerr Music Co. in 
Glasgow, is going to New York in 
| the fall to huddle with U.S. mustie 
publishers, 

Currently on British vaude tour, 
Wilson will do a swing of Canada 


{and the U.S. in 1954, 


| 


| 


This maximum is based | 


Atlantic City Sets Up Fingerprinting 
And Registration of Entertainers 


Atlantic City, June 23. 
Atlantic City has joined the list 
of cities which require registra- 


‘tion and fingerprinting of enter- 


IN SKOURAS HOUSES. 


‘rating palms. 


tainers. Members of touring bands 
and all entertainers at spots where 
seasonal employment is offered 
come under the terms of the act. 
Exceptions are musicians and 
entertainers who work in any spot 


Vaude Entr’Actes For 
Globetrotters as Team 


Hoops It Up in Paris 


Paris, June 23. 
Abe Saperstein, manager of the 
Globetrotters, has fash- 
ioned a package for his current 
Continental trek that mixes sport 


Harlem 


good 
showmanship 


and variety to 
The basket 
Globetrotters, who play the United 
States Stars in their special blend 


of top basketballing and clowning, | 


is surrounded by eight variety 
acts The tour was launched in 
Paris June 1-2, when the outfit 
played to top houses at the Palais 
Des Sports, and then moved to 
London for 10 days and was back 
here for two more shows last Mon- 
day and Tuesday (15-16). Outfit 
then covers France, Belgium, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, North Africa, Greece, 
Holland, Austria and Denmark, to 
wind its tour in Paris Aug. 19. 
Then they head for home. 

The vaude acts, which are pri- 
marily in the competition and dex- 
terity category, begin the show and 
fill in the halftime. Bill begins 
with Jack Gordon, a juggler who 
does his stuff on a unicycle atop a 
small platform He juggles clubs 
and hats and sways periously 
around the table periphery to make 
this large sporting crowd give with 
the palms. He is followed by a 
ping pong exhibition by Doug 
Courtland and world champ Marty 
Reissman. Pair clown and make 
with specialties before settling 
down to a quick slugfest. 

Halftime has -the solid hooping 
of Ray Wilbert, whose uncanny 
barrel rings obey his every whim to 
boff applause. Don Poynter, inter- 
collegiate baton whirling champ, 
displays his prowess in keeping 


{three silver sticks airwise and in 


motion for good mitting. Another 


juggling act, but with more agita- | 
ition and knowhow, is the stint by 


young Mexican juggler Rudy Car- 
denas. Cardenas moves fast and 
is a begoff on this big basketball 
planking. 

Tony Lavelli gives a change of 


} pace with his good accordion piay- 


ing of a couple of French faves, 
The badminton ex- 
hibition of Forgie & Larson laced 
with good clowning and the fancy 
shanking of tap team Pork Chop & 
Kidney Stew sashay into the last 
half of the game. 

Though bill is topheavy in bal- 
ancing acts, it is keyed to the 
mood of the sporting arena, keeps 


j aud ‘attention and fills out the 40- 


minute actual playing time of 
Globetrotters to show proportions. 
With a $3 top this large arena, 


Which holds about 15.000, is filled | 


by the combo. The Globetrotters’ 
clowning and ability are noted here 
and their faithful following turns 


|out whenever they are in town. 


| Variety acts were not allowed on 


by the vaude syndicate here last 
year, but the ban was waived this 
year due to the essentially sportive 
quality of the supporting acts. The 
overwhelming superiority over the 


| hapless U. S. Stars is also turning 


the Trotters into a show rather 
than a competitive enterprise. 
Mosk. 


advantage. | 
of the} 


| less than a week and thus are not 
ciassified as permanent seasonal 
employees. 

Ordinance includes workers in 
other fields who are employed 
here for the season. Legislation. 
which calls for non-residents of 
the county to report to a civilian 
registration bureau, was set 
as a means of keeping out unde- 
| sirables. Negro groups vigorou 
| protested the measure. 
| Fingerprints and other informa 
tion will be sent to the Fede 
3ureau of Investigation to ye 
checked against its files. 





NOTICE 


| am increasing my office 
staff and have room for a 
few solid acts to add to my 
booking list. 





Only interested in estab- 
lished acts. 


Telephone Between 1 and 6 P.M. 
Plaza 7-2535—46—7 


HARRY 
ADLER 


165 West 46th Street 
New York City 





























THE CHORDS 


instrumentalists without Instruments 

June 24—Club date — Framingham, 

Mass.; June 25-27—Lamplighter Club, 

New Bedford, Mass.; June 26—Lake 

Compounce Park, Bristol, Conn. 

Dir.: GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 
Club Date Bookings by 

HARRY GREBEN NAT DUNN 

| 203 N. Wabash Ave, | 1650 B'way 
Chieago, Ill. New York 
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| DUNDEE 


(Beauty and 
the Least) 
| A new note in 
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Glamor Comedy 
| Mat.: 
| {| GERBER-WEISS 


MERCURY 
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730 Sth, Av., N. Y. 
! 
| 











FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


presents 


sENOe 


Ch 


Currently 
| BUEF SUR LE TOIT 


| Brussels 
| American Rep.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
















TAVEL MAROUANI AGENCY PARIS 














BARO ” 





Currently with Jimmy Durante 
Show at Chicago’s Chez Paree 


Contact any Agent 
(We take no chances) 


JOHNNY KING 
Midwest Rep. 


OGERS 


THANKS to Jimmy Durante and Dave Halper 
Also to Stan Irwin for our recent engage- 
ment at the Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas 


“FROM RICHES TO RAGS 
WITH DANCING GAGS” 


1123 Serrill Ave 
Yeadon, Pa. 
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Balto Judge Reverses Jury Verdict 


In Henie Ice Crash: 


+ 


Baltimore, June 23. 

Not guilty” verdict voted by the 
in the Sonja Henie liability | 

| last month was partly invali- | 
1 by Judge John T. Tucker of 
more City Court in a ruling 
need here last week. Judg- 
sustained jury’s verdict on 
Henie’s individual] liability 
“uled that her firm, Sonja 
Ice Revues, Inc., was liable 
damages resulting from the 
of several tiers ofe bleachers 
ice revue held at the local 
Armory March 6, 


} é 


ali 


Regiment 


was a consolidation of 350 
understood to represent 
$5.000,000. Purpose of trial 
to fix liability for the crash 


either on Miss Henie, individually, 
Sonja Henie Ice Revue, Inc., Coro- 


nsti Amusements, Inc. (the con- 
iction firm which had built the 
bleachers) or Edwin P. Coronati. 
Verdict completely absolved Miss 
Henie d her firm from any liabil- | 
in the crash, fixing responsibil- 

yn Coronati and his firm. 
in a dozen special motions pre- 
ed to Judge Tucker after the | 
lict, the counsel for the claim: | 
expressed violent opposition | 
the jury’s decision. The jury 
accused of neglecting testi- 
y presented against the skater 
| overlooking the considerations 
outlined by the judge before their 
lict. Tucker had charged the 
on the last day of the trial 
h a list of considerations that 
ie it obvious that he believed 
skater liable, totally or in part. 


ay) 
chik 


Hearings on Rulings 
Hearings were held in connec- 
nm With the new ruling. Counsel | 

for the claimants were represented 
by four lawyers selected by the 108 
hired by the injured. 

s Henie was accused of influenc- 

the jury’s verdict by her pres 
ence in the courtroom. One attor- 
ney alleged that she ‘flirted’ with 
ral jury members and suggest- 
ed that the blonde skater had won 
erruled verdict by projecting 

S.a. 
a 24-page opinion, Judge 
r discussed the legality of his 
! which vetoed the jury ver- 
dict. He accepted the blame for 
the “wrong” verdict personally, 
Stating that the subject of the lia- 
bility of the skater’s firm was a| 
matter for the court to decide and 
should never have been presented 
tor the jury’s consideration. 

He pointed out that the obliga- 
tion of providing a safe place for 
Spectators invited to a performance 
ls a ‘“nondelegable”’ duty. Thus, 
Miss Henie’s counsel’s argument 


rneys 


e O1 
no 
ng 

Tucke 

1 


that the ice star was not responsi- | 


ble because she had hired ‘ex- 
perts” to handle the seating, was 


hot considered valid. 

The judge also expressed displeas- 
ure at the accusation that Miss 
Henie influenced the jury by her 
appearance and praised the panel, 
siating that they “acted according 
lo their best judgments.” 

Individual claims will be settled 
ater hearings. 


Coast Grad Hop Goes On 
After Near Snafu by TA 


Hollywood, June 23. 


a 





Ty 


_. ©enace graduatien hop for ben- 
eit of East Side Boys Club goes | 
- tonight (Tues.) as scheduled at | 
HOUYWO d Palladium with star- | 
pide 1ineup despite 11th hour 


created when Theatre Au- 
notified those listed to ap- 
event had not been 
clearance had been 
the organization had 


No 


since 


Scale, 
‘cation from Theatre Au- 
nad teed feverish last-min- 
ity, with Boys Club going 
‘A yesterday afternoon 
explain the situation. 


‘eting was called and ap-'| 


ven, with result that acts 
g the show cuffo., 


5 
a 


by Van’s Dates 





Bob 


‘an, who has been in 
‘ro films, will play a 
' vaude and cafe dates 
eady has been signed 


pitol Theatre, Washing- 
2°22 


nm 


ned up. 
- | " Morris Agency is han- 
€ deals, 


dal 


| They 


jing 


lO pay each act one-sev-, 


and other stands are | 


Sez Her Co. Liable 


Skelton’s Vegas Bow 


Las Vegas, June 23. 

Red Skelton will make his nitery 
debut at the Sahara Hotel here 
July 14 for a two-week stand, He’ll 
tepline a. bill that features Anna 
Maria Alberghetti. Comic is bring- 
ing in his writers to pen special 
material for the entire show. 

July 14 date originally had been 
set by the hotel for the stand of 
Christine Jorgensen. Hostelry has 
since notified the GI remake: that 
it was cancelling the contract on 
the grounds that she’s a he, 


Stars Pull 155,000 
To 2506 Ford Anni 
In Det. 2-Stager 


Detroit, June 23. 
The “Jubilee of Stars,” celebrat- 








|ing the Ford Motor Co.’s 50th anni- 
| versary, 


was a hometown success. 


An estimated 155,000 persons 
saw the lavish two-day birthday 
party. It was an appreciative audi- 


ence and the talents of Marguerite 
Piazza, Teresa Brewer, Martha 
Raye, Danny Thomas, Eddy Arnold, 


Johnny Desmond, Car] Ravazza, the | 


Borrah Minevitch Harmonica Ras- 
cals, the Vagabonds, Jose Greco & 


his Spanish Dancers, and Eddie 
Peabody got frequent and hefty 
mittings. Shows ran three hours. | 


It 
on Washington Blvd., Detroit’s 5th 
Ave., a quarter-mile boulevard 
Which splits the town in half. One 
stage was located at one end of 
the boulevard, opposite the Statler 
Hotel. The other stage was oppo- 
site the Sheraton-Cadillac Hotel at 
the other end. Near each stage 
were huge, revolving birthday 
cakes, topped with gold-trimmed 
Ford convertibles. 

Each 
shows a 


performer put on two 
night, one on each stage. 
were shuttled between the 
two stages by motorcycle escort. 
It was quite a job. threading 
through the closely packed, stand- 
audience, but time schedules 


were remarkably close. The shows 
were held Thursday and Friday 
nights (18-19). Dave Idzat, Fox 


Theatre manager, produced them. 
Despite the sultry heat, the 
lthrongs of squealing autograph 
hunters, mothers holding infants 
nursing from bottles and fathers 
| with small sons astride their backs, 
everyone had a boffo time—includ- 
| ing the entertainers. 
The tab for $250,000, with $80,- 
'000 for talent, was picked up by 
ithe Ford Dealers of Metropolitan 
|Detroit and the company itself. 
| Their guests watched the show on 
a giant TV screen in the Boulevard 
|Lounge of the Sheraton-Cadillac. 
|WWJ-TV handled the closed 
| cuit—a very short circuit—which 
|actually extended only a few yards 
‘from the stage to the lounge, 





‘Dallas Terrace Preps 


Dallas, June 23. 


The Terrace Room, new skyline 
dining and dancing spot, will open 
in August atop the midtown 17- 
New roof room 
engage top acts and name 


story Baker Hotel. 
will 
orchs as regular policy. 


occupy the roof area known 


seat bands up to 75 pieces. 
by 20 


feet, 
i will 


glass windows, 
encircling the roof, 
have an 


use. Decor will be in cactus and 
sag® green tones, with windows |! 


spaced between blond oak veneer 


panels. D. E. Virgil, hotel’s cater- 
ing manager, will provide food 
service. 


(375 capacity) 


j acts and orchs also. 


was an al fresco party, held | 


cir- | 


Aug. Bow With Names 


Fenton Baker, managing direc- 
tor, said the swank nitery would | 
as 
Peacock Terrace, opened in 1926. 
Accommodating 700 patrons, room 
will have an expandable podium to 
Sky 
room atmosphere will be created 
each 15x9 
which 
illuminated ceiling 
land airconditioning for year-round 


Hotel's first floor Mural Room. 
will be continued 
under present policy, using name 


Talk Tony Martin for SF. 


Hollywood, June 23. 
Deal is in the works for Tony 
| Martin to headline at the Curran 
| Theatre, San Francisco, late this 
|summer. Talks will be finalized 
| when singer returns from the east 
‘where he is now playing the 


- iera, Ft. Lee, N. J. 


Tentative plan calls for Martin 
to be surrounded by standard 
vaude talent as per the Danny 
Kaye, Jack Benny and Betty Hut- 
ton layouts at that house. 





Orch-Act Upbeat 


In Columbus Area 


Columbus, June 23 

| Number of name personalities 
| hitting this area is still on the up- 
| beat with the summer dance spots 
| booking heavily in bands. 

Phil Napoleon & Memphis Five 
are at Grandview Inn and last 
night (Mon.) Denise Darcel opened 
;at the Riviera Theatre Restaurant 
here. 

Wally 
morist, 
| Mayfair 
| Hotel at 
watering 
here. Les 
backed by 
will play a 
(25) at Russell's 
Lake, 40 miles north. 

At the Palms, which has 
bringing in names regularly 
winter, Joe Alexander has put his 
summer money on the five-year San 
Francisco company of “The Drunk 
ard.” Meller June 29. 

Harry James orch will play the 
‘Pier Ballroom at Buckeye 
July 4. 


singing hu 
at 


Breeze 


the 
started a session 
Room of the Lake 
Buckeye Lake, popular 
place 30 miles east of 
Paul & Mary Ford, 
15-piece dance orch, 
one-nighter Thursday 
Point, Indian 


Griffin, 


a 


been 


opens 


Mpls. Cops Serve a Hot 


Ultimatum on ‘Exotics’; 
Kids’ Sidewalk Peepery 


Minneapolis, June 23 
Announcing that the 
“had been getting 
about 


de 
lot 


danc- 


police 


partment 
of beefs” 
ing” at 
nightclubs, “and decided to end 
them once and for all,” Jake Sul- 
livan, police morals squad chief, 
made the spots’ rounds and issued 
;}one of his periodic ultimatums. 
He served notice this time to 
“wind up the skimpily dressed acts 
or the heat will be on,” again get- 
ting plenty of front page newspa- 
| per attention for the police and 
ithe bistros. Six clubs were visited. 
Newspapers quoted Sullivan as 
| stating “it’s hard for any man to 
judge what is exotic and what 
|isn’t.” There was also a statement 


a 


the ‘exotic 


local theatre bars and 


| from Pat Walling, police inspector. tinentals and MCA’s Pierre Cosette 


| Said Walling: “The girlie shows 


started mildly, but got progressive- | 
no} 


First there were 
grinds. Then there 
things got to the 
some of the bars 


| ly 
| bumps 


| were, 


| 


| point 


worse. 
and 
Then 

where 


Walling 
|! been warned 
| up their shows, 


asserted the spots had 
repeatedly to clean 
but failed to do so. 


looked like indoor nudist camps.” | 


'AGVA Trusteeship Takes Over Fund 
After Miss Coate Exits Ins. Setup 





| 


the | 


all | 


| 








Evans Flackery Switch 


Budd Granoff, 
George Evans 
death of George 
vears ago. will change the label on 
this flackery starting July 1 to the 
Granott-Freeman with 
Al Freeman as exec veepee 


who has headed 
Associates since the 
Evans some 


Associates, 


New outfit will open a branch in 


Beverly Hills, which will be pre- 
sided over by Freeman Latter 
will double between Sands Hotel 


Las Vegas, which is handled by the 
firm, and Bevhills. 


Lou Walters Quits 
As Prez of TROA; 


To Europe in July 


Lou Walters, operator of the 
Latin Quarter in New York and 
Miami Beach, as well as the Ca- | 
sino de Paris, Lake Tahoe, Nev., 
has resigned as president of the 
Theatre Restaurant Owners . of 
America, an organization of night 
club operators. 

Walters stated that he was too 
busy with his cafe operation to do 
justice to the office. He sajd he 
would continue as a member of 
the TROA and will work to attain 


the goals that the organization has 


Lake set. 


Although an official suecessor to 


Walters will be set at the next 
meeting of the group, Lenny Lit- 
man, operator of the Copa, Pitts 
burgh, and first vicepresident of 
TROA, will function as interim 
prexy. 

One of the reasons that necessi 
tated immediate resignation is an 
impending trip to Europe Wal 
ters is making his annual talent 
hunt on the Continent starting 
next month, and will be gone the 


major part of the summer. 


CLUB DATE CUES 1-WK. 


* Trusteeship for the American 
Guild of Variety Artists Welfare 
fund started operation last week 
and is now formulating its setup. 
David Katz. managing director of 
the Roxy Theatre, N.Y., has been 
elected chairman of the board of 
trustees, and Nick Prounts, oper- 
ator of the Versailles, N.Y., Is sec- 
retary Both represent the em- 
plovers. Dave Ferguson, exec sec- 
retary of the Jewish Theatrical 
Guild, was named assistant secre- 
tary Katz and Prounis, together 
with Nat Abramson, head of the 
WOR Artists Bureau, represent 
the emplovers in the setup, while 
Ferguson and Rabbi Bernard Bir- 
stein, of the Actors’ Temple, N.Y., 


jhave been delegated by 


AGVA as 


| their trustees. Union has still to 
| select a third member of the board 
because of the fact that Ed Sul- 
livan, N.Y. Daily News syndicated 
columnist, cannot devote the time 
to this task Emil Friedlander 
Dazian Was originally named 
trustee to represent AGVA, but he 
bowed out. Spelling the VIPs on 
the board are AGVA members 
Jackie Bright, Georgie Price and 
Larry Rio 

There had been difficulties in 
getting the trusteeship going be- 
cause of impossibility of getting a 
full representation of the board, 
Nonetheles the program will tee 
off within a few days when a sep- 
arate bank account will have been 
opened: office space let and see- 
retarial help hired, It's expected 
that AGVA will turn over all wel- 
fare fund at a trustees’ meeting 
tomorrow (Thurs Group will get 
all emplover contributions to the 
| welfare fund and it will super- 
vise purchase of accident insur- 
ance for union members. 


PASADENA TALENT TEST, 


Pasadena, June 23 

A successful club date at the 
Huntington Hotel here has brought 
the Continentals, singing combo, a 
one-week stint that may open up 
a new spot for talent in this area. 
Hotel hasn't been using talent in 
its Ship Room for well over a 
decade. 


Hostelry execs were impressed | another 
Con-| AGVA had failed to get its trustee 


by the reception given the 


j talked them into trying the one- 
weeker, Price was a_ stumbling 
block until TV manufacturer Les 
Hoffman agreed to pay $500 for 
using the team on two. parties. 
Later, the parties were cancelled, 
so the group opens July 7 at a 
guaranteed $1,250 and a split of 


| Asked about the Alvin, local bur- | 


lesque house, which offers strip- 
teasing, Walling said that for one 
thing the customer isn’t so close to 
the performer as the theatre bar 
patrons ard, for another, in some 
linstances the show can be seen 
‘from the street, and “kids stand 
outside and get a premature edu- 
cation.” 


Philly’s Benj Franklin Goes 





Philadelphia, June 23. 

Hotel Benjamin Franklin's Gar- 
den Terrace Room, after a year’s 
fling at straight dance policy, will 
revert to shows next season. 
Hotel played skating entertainment 
for nine straight years, when it 
decided last fall to cover up the 
rink and shift to dancing with Joe 
Ricardel’s orch. 

Rink revues had been too long 
associated with room and ballroom 
policy failed to click despite im- 
ported band and various gimmicks. 
House is now hunting ice talent 
and will develop and create own 
' shows. Deal is in progress to bring 
Ricardel back, to play for both the 
j shows and the dance interludes, 


ice 


Back to Ice Next Season 


{ area, 


the covers up to $1,750, the figure 
they would have gotten if the 
Hoffman dates had gone through. 


Pitt’s Vesue Twin so 
Go Weekend for Summer 


Pittsburgh, June 23. 

biggest niteries in this 
Vogue Terrace and Twin 
Coaches, will go weekend opera- 
tion only for July and August 
Terrace, with 1.200 capacity 
switches to that policy until Labor 
Day after it plays Dorothy Collin 





Two 


and her musical director-husband 
ftaymond Scott, the week of Juls 
6. Twin Coaches, which seat 
more then 500 and is currently re 
modeling to accommodate 1,000 
will make the change right after 
the Four Aces’ engagement next 
week. 

However, both spots’ have 


booked in top names for abbrevi- 
ated stands during the shortened 
operation. among them the Will 
Mastin Trio-Sammy Davis, Jr., 
Mel Torme, Teresa Brewer, Snooky 


|} Lanson and others. 








Inter-Allied Artists Corp. char- 
tered to conduct an entertainment 
agency in New York. Capital stock 
is 200 shares, no par value. Logan 

j Cresap, N. Y., was filing attorney. 


Miss Coate's Request 


The active participation by the 
trustees in the administration of 
the union's welfare fund follows 
|}closely the request by Margie 
Coate, head of the union’s sick and 
relief activities that she be re- 
lieved of her duties in connection 
with the handling of the accident 
instirance claim Request made 
at the national board meeting in 

soston last week, was granted 

Iler bowout as accident adminis- 
trator followed a talk at the con- 
vention by Gabriel Galef, attorney 
representing Lloyd of London, 
insurance underwriters — of the 
AGVA accident policy in which 
he expressed dissatisfaction with 


| 


the union processing of the claims. 
Consequently, when the subject 
was renewed at the board meet, 
Miss Coate asked that she be re- 
lieved of her duties in that con- 
nection. 

Miss Coate stated that the rea- 
son the insurance company wanted 
administrator was that 


program in operation, and the in- 
surance company accepted the ac- 


cident) policy business with the 
proviso that a trusteeship be set 
up. Mi Coate further averred 
that it was not her job originally 
to handle the accident policy proc- 
essing, but the job had been forced 
upon her by the fact that the N.Y 
branch originally supposed to 
handle the claims, was too busy 
with other matte: Thus she had 


to step in to alleviate the needs of 


accident victims and started to 
handle the claims. 

However, Jack Irving, union's 
{national administrative secretary, 
claims otherwise. He stated that 
ihe specifically ordered Miss Coate 
to process the accident claims. He 
also stated that Lloyd's of London 


did not specify a trusteeship as a 
condition to their underwriting the 
AGVA insurance program. A fur- 
ther review of the insurance setup 
IS slated ' AGVA toppe rs, 


Josy Baker’s Tokye Date 
For Hiroshima Victims 


Tokyo, June 16. 
The Miinichi Newspaper here 
has announced it will sponsor ap- 


pearances in Japan of Josephine 
saker. Officials of the newspaper's 
promotion department said Miss 
Baker will arrive in early July and 
open at Tokyo’s Imperial Theatre 
July 9. They said she is coming 
on a non-guarantee basis, with D.o. 
proceeds going to victims of the 
Hiroshima atom bombing and to 
Japanese-American orphans 

Mainichi is picking up tab for 
her expensés. 
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than that available the previous | 
week, there are a few upturned 


| was 


noses. 
Jenny's Torpedo 

The crisis still to come is one | 
that will probably equal in impor- 
tance the step taken by Jenny | 
Grossinger, operator of the Fern- | 
dale spot, in the mid-’30s, when 
the oldtime soci il staff was ditched 
and they brought in acts from | 
vaudeville houses and cafes. Other | 
op erator at that time were re sent- | 
ful, feeling that a pattern was be- 
ing established which would not | 


only be expensive to maintain but 

















J h J 
“ONE OF THE FINEST PERFOMERS 
WHO HAS EVER PLAYED MY 
ROOM.” Skinny Demato, Owner, 500 
Club, Atlantic City, N. J. 
Currently Old New Orleans, 
Washington, D. C. 


STAR MANAGEMENT 





646 7th Ave., New York S3Ayside 4-0910 
MYRON ee . 

COHEN says— 

“WILL STOP 


ANY SHOW!” 
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WAUGURAL BALL! 
SEE YOUR AGENT or CALL MO 9-5405 











SENSATIONAL 
DANCE ACT 


(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 
GAIL 


135 East 33rd St. 
New York — Plaza 7-6300 








Latest Comedy Material 

for MC's, Magicians, Enter- 
tainers, ete. Send for our 
latest price list of great 
ORIGINAL gagfiles, mono- 
logs. dialogs, parodies, 
skits, etc. Written by show 
bir top gagmen. Or send 
$10 fer $50 worth of above. 
Money back if not satisfied. 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
106 W. 45 St., N.Y... N.Y. JU 2-0373 
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would lead to disastrous talent 
wars. 

Almost 20 years later the holo- 
caust that the other bonifaces felt 
on the way is approaching, 


but it’s now conceded that had not 


| that step been taken, the Catskill 
| mountain resorts would not be the 


multi-million dollar industry it is 


keep the area alive, the hotel in- 
dustry might have died out with 
the oldsters who originally came 
there to escape the oppressive 
New York heat. 
Mrs. Grossinger, the 


who took 


Blackstone and Mort Curtis, seem 
to feel that the key to the situa- 


tion lies in the hotel's ability to 
provide a high quality of enter- 
tainment, even if names are not 


obtainable. They feel here that be- 
cause of the introduction of acts 
and then names, they have been 


for every type of act to play the 
area without any loss of prestige. 
It is remembered that the hill 
country used to be for beginners 
only and was to be avoided once 
any degree of prestige was 
reached. 
Vegas As Competition 

It's also believed that the Cats- 
kill country today has to compete 
with one of the wealthiest and 
most talent-hungry part of the 
world—Las Vegas. Once top names 
go off their video shows for the 
summer, a Las Vegas stand be- 
comes mandatory and in _ most 
| cases very easy to get. Once in 
| that direction, there’s Reno and a 
must is a short stay on the Coast, 
| perhaps to line up a future in 
| films. Thus top personalities are 
| Becoming more difficult to come 
we in the mountains. 
| 





Another factor hitting the caviar 
| circuit is the constant loss of head- 
liners it helps develop. For ex- 
ample, last season Red Buttons was 
| good for about 20 or more stands 
in the mountains Grossinger's 
played him several times at fairly 
reasonable prices. Today Buttons 
is not playing the mountains now 


| 

| 

| 

ie his video show is off for the 
|summer. Instead, he has a Las 
Vegas date lined up. 

Also, some of the directorial 
talent developed there frequently 
becomes unavailable. In years 
| gone by, Grossinger’s had such 
| producers as Ernie Glucksman, 
| 


who reins the Martin & Lewis and 
| Donald O'Connor’ shows; Harry 
| Gourfain, who later became the 
| Strand, N. Y., producer. The area 
| has helped nurture such talents as 
| Moss Hart, Danny Kaye, and prob- 
|ably every major performer who 
|} had his genesis in the east. 
Still Developing Talent 

| Under any format it chooses it’s 
| felt that the Catskills will still be 
one of the great talent incubators. 
The region has taken the place of 
| the smalltime vaude houses, the 
| burlesque wheels and the old stock 
| companies in legit. 
| Companies such as_ Stanley 
| Woolf's legit troupes ply the road. 
| There's more time in this area in 
| the form of one-nighters than any- 
where else in the country. In 
companies such as these, actors 
are getting the experience that is 
preparing them for Broadway and 
television. 

In other areas such 


as Green 




















Booked Solidly—Pro Tem 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


with MARGOT BRANDER 
- 





Concluding 


RIVERSIDE HOTEL 
RENO 
ova 


June 29, Brandon 


instrumental in making it possible | approximately 500 employees or a 


{ 








Mansions, Warrensburg, N. Y., and 


Camp Tamiment, Pa., the stock 
company provides the entertain- 
ments. Here are writers, choreog- 
raphers plus an assortment of 
singers, comedians and dancers. A 
season taxes their ingenuity and 
some sketches and acts emerge 
which eventually find their way to 
the bigtime. 


In another Instance, Unity | 
House, Forest Park, Pa., run by 
International Ladies Garment 


Workers Union, the proleteriat is 
given a diet of solid talent in ad- 
dition to musicales, lectures 
some top political and literary fig- 
ures. Walter Jacobs, at the Lake 
Tarleton, Pike, N. 


| tellectual fancy of his guests with 


today. The parade of show busi- | 
ness toppers gave the area its | 
glamor, enticed the young people | 
into the area and made for the | 
| hotels a constant stream of new 
| customers Without show biz to 


} 


the Festival of the Seven Lively 
Arts in which some major contro- 
versial figures, 
politicos and_ scientists 
various subjects. 

With all this activity, it has be- 


talk on 


|come evident that the resort areas 


first major step in bringing in the 
acts, and her talent buyers, Milton | and it’s probable that many will 


| 
| 
| 











| 


are not afraid of experimentation 


have to go back to evolving new 
formats. The reason lies in fairly 
elementary economics. At the top 
spots, the rates now run from $90 
to $150 weekly per person (two in 


a room). 
At Grossinger’s, for example 
with its 1,400 capacity, there are 


ratio of one employee to every 
three guests. Putting more money 
into entertainment would conceiv- 


ably mean a rate rise for guests | 
fear that they’ll i 
| Ar hottest May day in nine years. 


and there’s the 
price themselves out of business. 
Thus they'll have to experiment in 
hopes of finding a format that will 


continue to pull trade. If the 
quest for new formats is success- 
ful, the mountain country will | 


have contributed to the well-being 
of show business generally. The 
entertainment field thrives upon 
new ideas and names no matter 
where they come from. Freshness 
is a highly commercial commodity 
and the hillfolk may yet come up 
with a batch of talent that will cre- 
ate further excitement at the 
country’s boxoffices. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N.Y., June 23. 

The final touches have been 
made for the July 4 barbecue lawn 
party to be given at the Variety 
Clubs Hospital for the ailing gang. 
Kenneth Derby, chairman 
“We The Patients” entertainment 
committee, has left no stone un- 
turned to make this a gala event. 
Joe Boland & Swiss Chalet orch 
has been contracted and among 
those skedded to entertain are Mr. 
Ballantine, Patricia Prichard, Rob- 
ert (Mello Larks) Smith, Harvey 
(Lee) Goodwin, Louie Williams 
(Pops &) Alica Farley and Bob 
Hall. Eddie Vogt will emcee. This 
shindig is personally sponsored 
and financed by Al Brandt (Brandt 
Theatres). 

The Edmund Risos accompanied 
by Jane Riso, of United World 
Films, planed in from Gotham for 
a looksee and bedside chat with 
their daughter, Louise, whose 
progress is good. 

Birthday greetings are in order 
for Elaine Slipper, formerly with 
National Theatre. Supply of Los 





Angeles, whose progress is at par. | 
and | 
Rogers | 
hospital executives, in to supervise | 


Murray 
Ned 


Weiss, of Boston, 
Shugrue, N.Y. Will 


the final touches of 
room alterations. 
Thanks from “We The Patients” 
to Joe Dwyer, business agent 
local No. 1 (IATSE), for his timely 
salutations to the ailing gang. 


our lounge 


Forbe Dawson, legit. actor-pro-| Puccini are set for New York, | 


ducer late of Al Christy pictures, 


in for the general observation pe-| singers will again be joined by | 
riod. He made the grade here in! members of the NYCOC, and con- | 





by | 


H., hits the in- | 


newspapermen, | 


of the | 


| her Alvin Theatre engagement the 


Inside Stuff---Vaudeville 


Minneapolis, June 23. 


The “little” original dancing Dagmar of burlesque and niteries in- 
| formed Will Jones, Minneapolis Morning Tribune columnist, during 


re, that the “big” and more famous 


|TV, nightclub and stage star now has her permission to use the name, 
She’s dropping her $50,000 damage suit against the “big” Dagmar 


for alleged misappropriation of the name that the “little” one had 


| established in the entertainment world for a considerable number of 
hed 
years before the “big” comedienne made her bow. 


“After all, the TV Dagmar is doing right well by the name and not 


bringing it into disrepute,” the “little” one told Jones. “As a matter 


of fact, she has been getting such a tremendous amount of publicity 
that I, too, am benefiting and my lawyers have finally decided it would 


be difficult to prove damages and inadvisable td try to restrain tt 


name’s use.” 


“Which,” commented Jones, “is what everybody suspected all along.” 


{ 








Ice Show Revue 





Sonja Henie Iee Revue 


London, June 10. 
Claude Langdon and Morris Chalfen 
presentation of Sonja Henie ice produc- 
tion in 19 scenes. Devised and directed by 


| Miss Henie; musical direction, Jack 
| Pfeiffer. Stars Sonja Henie, with Marshall 
Reard, Buddy La Londe, Larry Hamm & 


David Riggs, Charles & Lugille Cavanagh, 
Donald Watson, Alexander & Martha; 
Willie, West & McGinty, Joyce Lockwood, 
MarshaH Chapple, Chorus (45); $4 top. 


ing on a public holiday which was 


Arena was crammed to overflowing | 


by the Coronation visitors flooding 

| the town, and show looks like rak- 
| ing in a good harvest coming in on 
{a crest of popularity for this type 
entertainment. 


Miss Henie deftly spaces her 


of colorful group skating by a tal- 
ented bunch of youngsters richly 
garbed, reinforced by expert indi- 
vidualists who win acclaim for their 
precision and grace. In ‘‘Son of the 
Islands” the star rings the changes 
by dancing a hula, and presides 
over an exotic Cuban voodoo ritual 
chanted and danced by Alexander 
& Martha with authentic realism. 

In addition to her solo figure 
work Miss Henie is ably partnered 
by Marshall Beard, who also con- 





i tributes some skillful solo stanzas. | 


Buddy La Londe gives an exciting 
display of obstacle leaping, and 
Charles & Lucille Cavanagh and 


ented specialties. 

Comedy is in broad vein with 
& Riggs, and there is a robust of- 
fering more in pantomime vein by 
Willie, West & McGinty. 

The lavish settings and artistic 
color blending make a dazzling 
array, and show scores mostly on 
its artistic presentation, terminat- 
ing in a “Circus on Parade” giving 
further scope for decorative dis- 
play. Clem. 


Jap Opera Due Back in N.Y.; 
Nip Maestro to Make Bow 


Toklo, June 16. 

The Fujiwara Opera Co., which 
presented Puccini’s “Madame But- 
terfly” to New York audiences as 
guest of the N. Y. City Opera Co. 
last fall, will return to the United 
States again this autumn. The com- 
pany will begin its U. S. tour with 
eight performances at the Greek 
Theatre in Los Angeles, early in 








August, according to Yoshie Fujji- | 


| wara, leader of the troupe. 
Three more performances of the 


opening Oct. 1. The 23 Japanese 


class of 1935, and this is his second | ductor will be Josef Rosenstock. In 


time here. 
Albert (Bags) 
WNBZ announcer, back from 
Phoenix where he’s resided for the 
past six months. He will resume 
work here as a spieler and live in 
our downtown colony till next fall. 
Jeanne Stromp, staffer with 
Community theatre circuit, Cleve- 
land, motored in for a chat with 
Jacqueline Fondran, former River- 


Bakdasarian, 


| U. S. Rosenstock, 


side Theatre cashier in that city, | 


and found her early progress rat- 
ing special mention. 
Among those whose progress is 


|a special item are Bob Smith 
chirper with the Mellow Larks: 
Robert (M-G) Viniello, Thurman | 


(RKO) Sims, Louise Riso (United 
World Films) and Ruth Cockrill 


| (Theatre Supply). 


While weekending at the Betters 








Camp on Lake Flower here, Charlie 


Manitoba, Canada 
4 ; and Pearl Tuttle, formerly with the 


Starting Five Weeks 

















‘ old strawhat theatre, Brookfield, | 
of Canadian Fairs Mass., took time out to ogle the 
* hospital and reminisce with this 
Pers. Mgt.: AL GROSSMAN writer. 
| Write to those who are ill. | 


| other U. S. appearances, which in- 


| City, the conductor will be Ta- 
dashi Mori, who will be first Japa- 


|} nese to conduct an opera in the 


musical direc- 
itor of NYCOC, 
Tokyo before World War II. 


NAOMI 


STEVENS 


Currently 


CAPITOL THEATRE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 




















Sonja Henie had an auspicious 
opening to her London season, bow- | 


brief appearances between masses | 


Donald Watson each contribute tal- | 


most of the honors going to Hamm | 


clude San Francisco and Salt Lake | 


conducted in! 
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Currently 
“STUDENT PRINCE” 


Starlight Opera 
Kansas City 


Personal Management 
DAVID L. SHAPIRO 
AL 4-1077 


For Night Clubs: MERCURY ARTISTS 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 files $7.00—Ali 35 issues $25 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping! 
|f @ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book. $10 6 
|f @ MINSTREL BUDGET.........$25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
e@ BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 © 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 


No C.0.D.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circte 7-1130 


HARBERS 


NOW 
BIMBO'S 365 CLUB 
San Francisco, Cal. 






























JAY MARSHALL 


CURRENTLY 
DOUBLING 
| PALACE, N. Y. 


P and 
GUS AND ANDY'S 
Dir.—MARK J. LEDDY 


| LEON NEWMAN 
| 




















i WHEN IN BOSTON 
| it's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 

















All in One Package... 


5 ACTS 5S 


Bk. of ‘Best Comedy Bits’: $5. 

A. GUY VISK WRITING ENTERPRISES 

94 Hill Street Troy, N. Y. 
(The Mirthplace ~4 Show Biz) 











— 

















Maire 
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Juliana L 


July and August: 





@ PARRILLA JARDIN PAVILLION 
Madrid, Spain 


e THE SPORTING CLUB 


Monte Carlo 


e CLUB BRUMMEL 


Deauville, France 


Recently— 


ST. REGIS HOTEL (Maisonette), New York 
RADDISON HOTEL, Minn. 

RITZ CARLTON, Montreal Sie 
Star of “KISS ME, KATE” (Road Show) ee 





Thanks to: BILLY DANIEL, EARL BRENT, BOBBY KROLL 


Contact MARCEL VENTURA Press Relations—MURIEL FRANCIS 
Hotel Plaza (Suite 1755), New York 
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New 
VAUGHN MONROE 


With The Savoir-Faires (3) 
Songs 
45 Mins. ; ; 
The Meadows, Framingham, Mass. 
Discounting the fact that the af- 
fable Vaughn Monroe tested his 
new routine at his home base, the 
Meadows, before a jampacked au- 
dience of staunch fan the transi- 
handleader to nitery en- 


ye Bot =" hapes as a cinch for the 
virie Olt 1 baritone (su ( asual 
! nine plu the solid howman- 
. 1 arnered during his 
bandfronting yea! tand him in 
0d ido and there's no reason 
} e ra t d pil ite | past 
s ife belt 
} J ! i reeZ in? ) } the 
a three-male and 
two ocal group, Monroe 
laure nto Getting to Know 
You utilizing a handmike to al- 
low for i bit of tablehoppving 
\ h ry »§ neat warmup. Due 
to the physical setup of the 
Meado with its sunken dance- 
floor. the baritone works the bal- 
ance O how from the bandstand, 


which tends to hamper, although 


not ously, the rapport between 
f and the clientele. This ts 

xt noticeable during his rendi 

1 ( Podeers & Hart's seidom 
} 1 \l1l Points West,” the saga 


of the train announcer accidental- 


| ot at his post, with many of 
the customers missing the climax 
How r. from the more advan- 
t ou not at midfloor it would 
undoubted!y click with the neces- 
sary imopact 


Althoueh he includes in stint a 


coun of his w.k.’s, “Ballerina” 
and “Ghost Riders in the Sky,” 
the latter backed by the vocal 
proun, he doesn't go overboard on 
] disclick stuff, relying rather on 
med) of pops and standards and 
insertion of a couple of special 
material songs. Included in the 
latter cntecory is a bit tabbed “I 


Want to Be a Man,” with the ex- 
planation he now _ prefers the 
switeherco lyries “I Want to Be a 
Bov.’ and a kidding-on-the-square 
wdnatured) 


(aithou plaint re- 
garding “Autograph Seekers.” Cas- 
un! insert'on of two Zany poems 


points vn his comic flair with over- 
all reoults of his initialer topflight 
lonro receives slick backing 
own pianist, Ernie Johnson, 
plus the auemented Larry Green 
rew and the peppy Savoir-Faires, 
o grab a spot for nitty solo- 


Ing Elie. 


JORDAN & PARVIS 


Dance 
9 Mins, 
( fe? Wash. 
rh i 1 better than average 


) 1 With a fine pantomime 
fair as woll.as hep technique with 
the to rheir'’s is an easy, smooth 
sivle that oon garners customer 
approvel and gives them a rousing 


BONO 


Costumed smartly and attractive | 


fookine, team works together with 
pep ard grace. Routine is on the 
fast de. with accent on precision 
but ther enough variety for in- 
terest, and galleries could take 
more than allotted nine minutes 
Mate member sparks extra interest 
by introducing a romantic number 
with voeal of “ve Got a Feeling.” 
Normally, this is a superfluous 
touch in aterp routine, but a more 


than pa ble voice and stvle make 
it eem natural Best bet is a 
novel, bright version of “Darktown 


Strutters’ Ball.’ There are. short 
individual stints which could easily 
be padded out for nitery or longer 
routine \ct lends itself well to 
large stace such as this, but could 
he telesconved to mere intimate 
flavor of nitery without losing the 
nimbleress and sparkle which 
mark if : Flor. 


THE LANCERS (4) 
Sones 

15 Mins. 

Crescendo, Hollywood 
\fter a series of recording and 


nifery dates with Kay Starr, the 


Lancer ive moving out on their 
Own as a Cafe attraction. It's on 
an impermanent basis at the mo- 
ment since they're committed fot 


some tuture dates with Miss Starr. 
hence the local booking is more in 
the nature of a showeasing to de- 
termine how thev'll fare. 
The prospects are good. Combo 
is a good harmonie quality that 
ves a flavor to their 
ingements and it’s all sold in a 
personable manner that easily 
reaches ringsiders They know 
how to pace their stint for best re- 
sults and there's an occasional 
touch of comedy ‘as in the reprise 
of the KMPC singing commercial 
they made recently! that sets well 
at all times 

Repertoire runs from _— such 
things as the spiritual “So High. 
So Low, So Wide” to “Burro’s Lul- 
laby.” Each earns good response 
and outfit looks like a ready bet 
for vauce or niteries on a featured 
basis. Kap. 


RIN zestly ar- 
rr 


Acts 


JUDY JOHNSON & DATES (3) 

| Songs-Dance 

| 36 Mins. 

Saxony, Miami Beach 

In her debut on the cafe circuit, 
Judy Johnson impresses as a po- 
tent newcomer with transition 
from TV (‘Show of Shows’) 
brought off in class manner. With 
aid of two adept dancers—Buddsy 
Schwab and Forrest Bonshire—act 
shows careful preparation and in 
the main, smart staging. 

Miss Johnson is an attractive 
brunet with a zingy delivery 
plussed by physical attributes that 
are revealed in process which calls 
for transition from high neckline 
gown—a tasty red and white affail 

to finale numbers in tights which 
display trim figure It’s a show 
manly idea and adds considerably 
to aud build and reaction. 

Works varied songalog, which 
includes French number, into solid 
American rhythms and blues (and 
incidentally her best medium), via 
version of “Blues In the Night.” 
With the male duo pantoterping 
for thematic effects, numbers take 
on added color and impact. Joins 
the boys to reveal danceability with 
“Old Soft Shoe” a standout to take 
them off to heavy plaudits. Scores 
with “Side by Side” in solo spot as 
well as with the French bit which 
calls for ringside participation. 

Only weakness at present, and 
easily improved with experience 
and tightening, is the gab she es- 
savs. It’s cute. but lines are weak 
Overall adds up as strong bet fol 
the class spots as well as her orig! 
nal TV medium. Lary. 


DAN ROWAN & DICK MARTIN 
Comedy 
15 Mins. 
Eddys’, Kansas City 

Two young men switch from 
comedy writing to performing 
with this stanza which they put to- 
gether on the Coast about six 
months ago. They show enough 


know-how and acceptable material 
to register as moderate entry in 
the two-man comedy field, one not 
overly crowded with bangup acts 
at the moment. 

Their pattern is largely situa- 
tion comedy, the duo varying 
straight and comic parts between 
them. First is Dick Martin as 
wacky medico to Dan Rowan’'s 
straight work in “Operation Oper 
ation,” a tweaking of the new 
method of televising surgery. Then 
| it's Rowan as the offstage con 
| science to Martin's pantomimed 
Las Vegas gambler’ in Little 
Voices.” Possibly their best shown 
here is “Hamlet,” with Rowan in 
costume hamming the Shakespeare 
ace with Martin as an oilstage 
voice representing the ham’'s true 
thoughts about “the blonde at the 
bar.” They throw in a song of the 
peppy type for a change of pace 
i} now and then 

With further developing = act 
could fill a needed niche in the 
two-man form of toimfoolery, 
Quin. 
MARIJANE 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
One Fifth Ave., N. Y. 

In her nitery bow, musicomedy 
singer Marijane Maricle) makes 
oniyv a fair impresh. Piping is 
clear. if not too strong, but lacks 
interest-holding excitement. Her 
readings are sincere and tasteful 
but on the whole add up to just a 
pretty girl singing a pretty song 

Repertoire is pegged strictiy tor 
the small-room = crowd It's all 
showtune+—some popular, some ob- 
scure. She does well enough by 
all but rarely dogs she Suild any 
item into an above-average rend 
tion. She opens nicely with “Where 
|; Oh Where” as slow tempo keeps 
aud from getting with her at start 
| Fares better with “I Had Myself 

{A True Love" and “Musetta’s 
Waltz” (with a Howard Dietz lyric). 
Slips slightly on “Guess Who I 
Saw Today.” a so-so patter ballad 
which she overdramatizes. She re- 
covers for bowoff with “Moonshine 
Lullaby.” 

She could build into an okay in- 
timery bet with a revamped reper- 
totre and brighter treatment. Her 
pipes, looks and simple but taste- 
ful garbing give her a head start. 

Gros. 
SERGE SINGER 
Songs 
25 Mins. 
Moulin Rouge, Paris 

As soon as Serge Singer appears 
on the stage in his black turtleneck 
Sweater and pants with an outsize 
guitar in his hands, it is foregone 
that he is a folk singer. He plants 
himself on a stool and gives out 
with some nice folkery culled from 
early French, Irish and Americana 
Beard and smile plus the neat in- 
toning are okay, but when he 
eschews the eye-catching, lyrelike 
guitar to hug the mike and trv to 

vie with the crooners, it is catas- 


trophic. His Dutch accent and over-, 





intonation of his baritoning adds 
nothing to such standards as “I’ve 
Got You Under My Skin” and “Ol’ 
Man River.” 

If Singer sticks to his stool and 


guitar, his nicely interped folk- 
songs make him a good bet for off- 
beat intimery slotting. His English 
is good, Mosk. 





NAJLA ATES | 
Dance 7 
8 Mins. \ 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. | 
Boniface Lou Walters is follow- 
ing a pattern he set a little more 
than a year ago when he “‘discov- 
ered” belly dancers. Samia Gamal 
first of the vreed in this spot, had 
a peculiar type of boxoffice be- 
cause of her marriage to a wealthy 
Texan 
Najla Ates has an oyfportunity to 
boxoffice for an entirely 
different reason. She is a lively 
number sporting a body that has 


become 


as many movements as a watch 
factory. . 
Miss Ates has a cute face and 


figure. Her writhings are pic- 
turesque, her grinds have finesse 
and her minimal costuming adds | 
interest. Curiously, her act seems 
to appeal to the femmes in the cafe 
as well as the menfolk. There’s lots | 
of amusement in her gyrations. She | 
seems to enjoy her work and so 
does the audience Jose, 


MARSH & FIELDS 
Comedy 
15 Mins. 
One Fifth Ave., N.Y. 

Comedy team’s initial) New York 
date after a midwest break-in indi- 
cates they've been in close touch 
with the techniques of Gotham’s 
intimery circuit comics. Routines 
are cut from the same mold and 
material 

They are amiable boys with a neat 
farcical sense but lack the season- 
ing for continuous impact. The 15- 
minute stint 1s a spotty blending 
of vintage patter, okay special ma 
terial songs and ribtickling mug- 
ging. They're standard in latter 
groove, especially in a bit miming 
a periscope. 

Could make their mark as in- 
timery comics and tele guesters if 
they drop the Joe Millers and de- 


velop some fresh ideas like the 
periscope bit, which is a gem 
Gros. 

MARGEE McGLORY 
imnressions 
6 Mins. 
Palace, N.Y. 

Margee McGlory, who recently 


was pait of the Phil Moore group 
is now singling as a lively vocal 
impressionist. Colored gal is out of 
her element in a talking slice on 
Bette Davis, which has been done 
to death to begin with. She's okay 
on Billy Daniels via “Old Black 
Magic’ and just adequate on Cole | 
in “Pretend.” Best in her repertoire 
is Satchmo Armstrong, a realistic 
portraval of the graveler, and her 
Pearl Bailey is too brief to mean 
anything. 

That a femme would essay ¢car- 
bonings of so many of the opposite 
gender seems to be a strongpoint 
and not too bad an approach. Miss 
MecGlory also. displays a good 
straight voice. especially in “Juke 
Box Saturday Night.” Tran. 
THE ATOMICS (6) 

Acro 
6 Mins. 
Patace, N.Y. 

This is a rapid-fire acro contin- 
gent consisting of four shapely, 
“non-muscular”’ gals and two men 
Sextet has a colorful entry with 
cape twirling and flamenco stomp. 
Tumbling and pyramid formations 
are executed with lightning speed 
and all routines are gracefully han- 
dled. Each member is on for solos 
in specialties and there's a deft 
rope-skipping series in which each | 
pertormer participates 

Atomics provide a brisk opener 
at the Palace and are obviously a 
cinch for vauders, cafes, TV and 
their natural al fresco habitat. 

Trau. 


: Warner Net | 


tae Continued from page. 4 








—_——were 
cluded in the operating profit of 
the most recent statement is 
$44,000 from the sales of capital 


| assets as compared to a profit of 
| $987,000 for the six-month period 


ending March, 1952. 

Final six-month tabulation does 
not include a special creAit to sur- 
Plus of $3.249.000, representing 
the excess of net proceeds of fire 
insurance over book value of stu- 
dio assets destroved during the 
year ending August, 1952. State- 
ment includes foreign earnings 
which in previous reports had been 
entered one or two months’ pre- 
vious to the end of the fiscal pe- 
riod. Including the foreign take 
right up to February, 1953. result- 
ed in an additional profit of about 
$125,000. 


|Halama & Konarski | Glenda Raymond 


| Sonya Corbeau 


| Ricks 


Coronet Singers Henrv Hall 


|C Cairoli & Paul | Al Martino Guy 
|}8 Flying Croneras 
| Fischers 





Claud Williams ! 


Chan Canasta i 
Aifred Marks Tommy Jover Co 
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VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; ‘T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 


) Loew; (M) Moss: 








NEW YORK CITY | McDonalds Woodward & 
Music Halli (1) 25 | Bruises Cooper 
Mildred Ellor CHICAGO Raf & Julian 
Ronald Rogers Chicago ‘P) 26 NOTTINGHAM 


l'om Parris 3 Vie Damone | 
Jay Lawrence Phil Foster 
4runhilda Roque Judy Johnson Co 
Jane Hornby Juvelys 

Rockettes LOS ANGELES 
Corps de Ballet Paramount (P) 25 
Sym Ore | Ken Murray 


Empire (M) 22 
Richards Sis 
|Gladys Morgan 
|3 Leroys 
Gerry Brereton 
Bobbie Collins 
Max Geldray 


Palace (R) 25 . ’ a _ Rusty 
G & A Oliver ii aca | 3 Rethlems 
Beau Jenkins | Musical Minors Andro stele 
Hank Siemon reurie Anders | Mundy & Earle 
New Yorkers MIAMI Max Wall 
Lee Davis | Olympia (P) 24 Julie Andrews 
Parks |N & V Collins Hedley Frinton 


( Dick Hall Joan Mann 
othe eee ae McFarland & Brown | Sonny Willis 
San Comet | George Hopkins Downey & Daye 

' 


Frank Fontaine Lillian Roth | Ballet Belles 

De Marco Sis WASHINGTON SHEPHERDS BUSH 

B & C Robinson Capitol (L) 25 Empire (S$) 22 
Roxy (1) 24 Young China Jimmy O'Dea 


Maureen Potter 
Storr Bros 
Danny Cummins 
Austin & Roye 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 22 


Rolly Holls Naomi Stevens 
Bobby Blake Pat Henning 
Cathy Harris | Duanos 


AUSTRALIA 





| David Hughes 
,. AUCKLAND Ballet |Bervl Orde 
His Majesty’s (T) 22 SYDNEY |Len Marten 
Tomms Trinder Tivoli iT 22 9 


P ‘ 
|< ates 


Sotonds Gino “Mattera 


Dashs Chimps 
Ravic & Babs 
H & W Mack 
Kenways 


SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 22 
Ossie Morris 
Winstons Wate 
Burgell Bros 
Welsh Singers 
Cambrian Ballet 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (i) ? 
Terry Scott 
Clarkson & Le 
Piccadilly Nude 
Hey-Hey Love! 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (‘(S) 22 
Dickie Arnold 
Mickie Warren 
| Des Dale 
Valerie Walsh 
Maurice Stoler 
Lush Thrushes 
Gaye & Van 
Eve May Wong 
YORK 


Empire (i) 22 
Lee & Rivers 
Conrad Vince 
Juanne 
De Young & 

Delysia 
Jotty Stunt 
Larry Gordon 

Gils 








Prof Olgo | Ronald Dowd 


Mary Priestman | Harold Williams 

De Paulls John Fullard | 
Harry Moreny WELLINGTON | 
roni Lamond St. James (T) 22 | 
Peter 


es | Farrar & Carter 
Singing Girls 


Cabaret Bills 


a 





Pat Gregory 
Jimae & Junior 
Terry Scanlon 
Cissy Trenholm 


Dancing Boys 

Adorables 
MELBOURNE | 
Tivoli (T) 22 





Armand Perren Bandson 
Fayes 3 Marika Saary Jackie Davis 3 
3 Daresco Barbara Howe Birdiane 
Lowe & Ladd Jimmy Elder Paul Quinichette 5 
Bert Duke 3 Wim De Jong Blue Angei 
Guy Nelson Chribi Amru Sani 
Frank Cook Enid Wilson Alice Pearce 
Renita Kramer Joe Whitehouse Three Rifts 


Bouna 


j Jacques Cartaux Portia Nelson 
Norman Vaughan 


Nellie Small Eadie & Rack 
Netta Dunsmore Bart Howard 





Sigrita Betty Sullock Jimmy Lyons 3 
| Show Girls Tom Toby , Bon Soir 
Nudes Skaung Bovs Jimmie Daniels 


Boy Dancers Skating Girls 


BRITAIN 


limmy French ;Chas Ancaster 
Ronnie Harries 


Oliver Wakefield 
Ghostley & Wood 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Mae Barnes 
Copacabana 





Morecambe | Joyce Bryant 
Clayton & Ward tr & A Ventura | Jimmy Nelson 
|8 Lovlies S Rulyans Marion Priors 
BIRMINGHAM ettes M Durso Ore 
ASTON CHELSEA | Frank Marti Ore 


Hippodrome (i) 22 Palace (1) 22 


Chateau Madrid 
Hippodrome (M) 22 Lauri Lupino Lane 


Facundo Rivero 


Daniels & Payne George Truzzi F Alonso Ore 

ony & Ruby Mark Pasquin A] Castellanos Ore 

F Bamberger & Moran & Elof | Embers 
Pam Ross & Ramava Eddie Heywood 


Henderson & Kemp DeVere Lovlies Tyree Glenns 
stan Stennett CHISWICK j} Joe Jones 


Fredianias | Empire (S) 22 Hotel Ambassador 
De Vere Pin Ups Archie Lewis 


Y | Jules Lande Ore 

BLACKPOOL Morris & Cowley Hotel Astor 

Opera House (1) 22 4 Ramblers Sammy Kaye Ore 
Compagnons de | 3 Imps 


Hotel Biltmore 
Cavaliers 

Hote! Edison 
| Henry Jerome Ore 
| Hotel New Yorker 
Ashley |B Cummins Ore 
DERBY D & T Lemac 
Hippodrome (S$) 22 Jay Seiler 

| Jack Kelly 

Leslie Henson | Adrian Rolliint) Trio 


| Verdini 
| Muldoon 5 
Levanda & Van 
Cottrell Bros & M 
Pegs; 


Chanson 
Harry Secombe 
Eve Boswell 
Harry Bailey 
Hugony 3 
Kathryn Moore 
Ann Tyrrell 


Corps de Ballet 

20 Tiller Girls 
Palace (1) 22 

Terry Thomas 

Dennis Bros & 

Yvonne Prestige 

Erna & Ray 

Joe Crosbie 

Eddie Gordon & N 

Sirdani 

Myrons 

Yolandas 

Tower Circus (1) 22 


Lucille Graham Hotel Pierre 
Sally Barnes Bernice Byers 
| Bobby Beaumont Rascha Rodell 
Albert Marland Staniey Melba Ore 
Peter Glover Chico Relli Ore 
Mike Hall Hotel Plaza 
Anne Rogers Blackburn Twins 
Ena Baguley Marion Colby 
Stephane Dane Clifford Guest 
Norma Elliott | Dick La Salle Ore 
GLASGOW Mark Monte 
Empire (M) 22 Hotel Roosevelt 
Lombardo Orc 
| Hamilton Twins Motel St. Regis 
Elephants | Jo Jac & Joni Milt Shaw or« 


| Bobbie Kimber | Horace Diaz Ore 








> Hansels 


John Lester Sharpe & I Hotel Statler 
Balladinis Andree Jan {Chas Fisk 

5 Talos GRIMSBY Sharkey 

Knies Legionaires Palace (1) 22 Dixielanders 
Portuguese Horses | Joe Ring Hotel Tatt 
Portugese Horses | Noel Barron Vincent Lopez Ore 
Tarzana K Drummond } 

2 Canters Les Cinzanos 3 } 

2 Angelos Caivin Kay | 


Williams 
Kossmayers Mule 


Cockatoos, Bob E Raymond 


Algiers Hotel 
| Rose & Kotchinsky 7 


Suddy Walker 


Little Jimmy | Joan Norton Tonv & Renea 
Little Jimmy | Tedd Bush |Mal Malkin Ore 
\ Circusettes HACKNEY - 


lover Clu 
Jimmy Scott Empire (S) 27 Nenana 
Olympiad 3 E & D Waters Johnny Morgan 

BLACKPOOL Daisy May & Dolores Renay 
Winter Garden (1) 25) Saveen |Ted Lawrie — 


Morecambe & Wise , Tessa Smallpage Tony Lopez Ore 


Harry Worth Chikolas Selma Harlowe Line 
Morlidor 3 Rudge 3 Latin Casino 
Rob Murry {Stan Bernard 3 Hal Winter 

% Cottas | Dowie & Kane Litico 

Jean Bavylesam | LEICESTER Freddy Calo 
Gooddard | Palace (S) 22 Sans Souci Dancers 


Claudine Goodfell'w 


Harriott & Evans 
Annettes Belles 


| A & B Black 
BOSCOMBE | Cooper Twins 

Hippodrome (1!) 22 | Harry Benet 

Billy Cotton Band |Les Rayner & B 


Five O'clock Ciub 
Martha Raye 
Sammy Walsh 

Ted Wills 4 
Charlie Barnet Orc 





Joe Young Co LINCOLN Galety Club 
Austral | Royal (1) 22 Zorita 

Ted Lune Tom E Bradley Raquel 

D & J De Mott Dave Winton 


Jeannie Christiaryv 
LONDON Lynn Starr 
Paliadium (M) 22. Len Dawson Ore 
Martin & Lewis Harem Club 

Mavo Bros Jimmy Day 
Page & Bray Bobby Barton 
Les Curibas Princess Tara 


Collette & Karen 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 22 
Carroll Levis Co 

Violet Pretty 


Teenagers 


| 
] 

Curzon 3 | Italo Camile Stevens 
BRISTOL | Joe Church Lee Tavlor 
Empire (1) 22 | Eddie Arnold Ginger Marsh 

Bob Andrews | Elizabeth & Collins 


Leon & Eddie's 
Babe Baker Revue 
Sandra Brrton 


Harkness & 
Williams 


| Tiller Girls 
Skyvrockets Ore 


@ 
~ 


Van Dusen MANCHESTER __ Kitty O'Kelly 
Hippodrome (S) 22 laren 
BRIXTON |} Hal Monty | 
Empress (1) 22 | Billy Banks 


Joan Rhods Desmond & Marks 

Sanders Robert Trent Hal : ~<a 

West ¢ 30 anie a t 

Ken wee , b Daniels | Bob Wednock 

Dumarte & Denzar oe ye 

’ ve 3 

Raquel 

Irving Burgess 
Black Orchid 

Juanita Hall 

Bill Snyder 

Anne Russell | 

(Continued 


Jennie Sandler 

Margaret Kine 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 22 

Seaton & O'Dell 

B & A Pearson 

j Wilson Keppel & B 

Billy Maxam 


Caruna & Dodo 
Shane & Lee 


Ann Shelton 
George Wood 


NEW YORK CITY 





Jack Durant 
Franklin & Lane 
Charlivels 
Fleetwoods 
De Castro Sis 
Gloria Leroy 
Murphy Sisters 
Nejlu Ates 
Midge Minor 
Art Waner Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Paul Judson 
Oliver Ders 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Sheraton 
Milt Herth 
Joan Bishop 
Rosa Linda 


| Latin Quarter 





Riviera 
Tony Martin 
Linn & Alexander 


Jack E Leonard 
Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Doug Rogers 
Arden Line 


| Versailles 
"Nice To See Ywu 

Fay DeWitt 

Don Liberto 

Al Norman 

Lou Nelson 

Dorothy Keller 

Patti Ross 

Linda Lombard 

Barbara Stewart 

Carol Ohmart 

Salvatore Gioe Ore 

Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 

Jackie Jav 

Carolvn Wood 

Bobbie Martin 

Zeb Carver 

Myles Bell 

Piute Pete 

Hal Graham Ore 

Village Vanguard 

Patricia Wilson 

| Jimmy Komae 

ij Lucien Farrar 

| Clarence Williams 

j Trio 


Waldorf-Astoria 
Chavales De Espana 
Trini Reves 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Orc 





MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Pat Clayton 

Juan & Eleanor 

Perry Bruce 

Acres O’Reill¥ 

Ralph Gilbert 

Don Charles Ore 
Nautilus Hotel 

Archie Robbins 

Antone & Ina 

Sid Stanley Ore 

Joe Harnell 
Paddock Club 

Jimmy March 

Miss Memphis 

Chas Victor Ore 

Flo Parker 

Patty Lee 

Sans Souci Hote! 

Leslie Lee 

Bob McFadden 

Anne Barnett 

| Sacaras Ore 

| Ann Herman Ders 
Saxony Hote! 

| Judy Johnson & D 

| Val Olman Ore 

| Bernie Mayerson 

Ore 

ke De La Cruz 

| 


Tano & Dee ’ 
Vagabonds Club 
Vagabonds (4) 
Maria Neglia 
Condos & Brandow 
Martha Ann Bentley 
{Frank Linale Ore 
| Eleanor Guipo 
| Royal Tahitians 


CHICAGO 


} Jim Stutz Trio 
Chez Paree 

Jimmy Durante 

Eddie Jackson 

| Smith Girls (6) 

i} Sonny King 

| Baro & 

| Jules Buftano 

j Jack Roth 

Johnny Martin 

Chez Adorables (8) 

on page 70) 
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Music Hall, N. Y. 

“Aa Summer Medley,” with Jay 
Lawrence, Tom Parris Trio, Ronald 
Rogers, Mildred Ellor, Brunhilde 
Roque, Jane Horny, Rockettes, 
Corps de Ballet, Choral Ensemble, 
Music Hall Symphony conducted | 
by Raymond Paige; produced bu | 
Rnssell Markert; settings, James 
Stewart Morcom; costumes, Frank 
Spencer, Louise Bayer; choreog- 
raphy, Margaret Sande, Emilia 
Sherman; lighting, Eugene Braun; 
“Dangerous When Wet” (M-G), 


| 


reviewed in VARIETY May 13, '53. | 
Music Hall steps off into the 
summer season with a sprightly, 


smartly paced revue that’s In ap- 
petizing contrast to the heaviness 
of the weather. Only part of the 
<how that drags a bit is the “Love | 
Parade” finale, an operetta med- 
lev that’s a bit too weightily cos- 
tumed and scored. But even this is 
alleviated by the MH’s annual fire- 
works display, which the house 
usually saves for the July 4 show. 
Feature acts, Jay Lawrence and 
the Tom Parris Trio, score nicely 
Lawrence starts slowly with some 
straight gags, builds with an Im-| 
presh of an unsuccessful Channel 
<wimmer (which ties in nicely with 
the pic), and finishes strongly with 
a takeoff on fight announcers. 
fast-working 


Parris Trio is a st- 
trampoline turn comprising two} 
men and a gal. Talent isn t too 


well balanced, with one of the men 
grabbing off all the plaudits via a 
of fancy somersaults and 
Femme and the other male 
stunts more in the 
But act works well 

cleanly and 
well into the 


series 
twists. 
do some okay 
average class. 
together, operating 
quickly. They fit 
show. 
Rockettes 
created by 


routine 
Emilia Sherman. It} 
starts at the stagedoor, with a 
quartet of airmen (Max Menden- 
hall. Jack Wilcox, William Maun 
and Charles Whitley) serenading 
the gals. Then there’s a nicely ex- 
ecuted silhouet bit with the gals in 
their dressing rooms. Finally, 
they're onstage in their routine, 
wearing phosphorescent costuming 
that's a natural for their clicko 
type of precisioning. 

Corps de Ballet, under direction 
of Margaret Sande, also takes hon- 
ors with a colorful and neatly ex- 
ecuted opener, “The Gold and Sil- 
ver Waltz.’ Some top effects are 
achieved via a rotating platform 
on which the gals kneel. Brun- 
hilde Roque and Jane Hornby im- 
press with their leaping spins and 
pirouets. 

Mildred Ellor and Ronald Rog- 
ers do a good job on their solos in 
the finale and receive strong back- 
ing from the Choral Ensemble. But | 
total effect is a little too sticky for 
the pace of this summer bill. Sym- | 
phony under Raymond Paige plays 
a schmaltzy but pleasing medley of 


have a socko 


Chopin works, mostly the “Syl-| 
phides’ score, for the overture, | 
Chan, | 

Chieage. Chi | 
Chicago, June 19. | 

Snooky Lanson, 4 Step Bros., | 
Harvey Stone, Pryde & Day, Louis | 
Basil Orch; “Girl Next Door’ | 


(20th). 


Current layout. in for one week 
at the B&K vaudery, lacks a big- | 
draw headliner but shapes as sub- | 
Stantial diet for the hot weather 
patrons. Bill has good balance and 
diversity, with Four Step Bros. 
and Snooky Lanson sharing the 
Spotlight. 

Good showmen, the Step Bros. 
are a big click as speed tapsters 
who need no rhythm backing but 
manufacture their own in syn- 
chronized handclaps. Team makes 
Snappy entrance in a brief routine 
for four and then breaks into al- 





ternate solos with a trio assisting | 
behind. Plaudits are heavy, espe-| 
cially for the “Mambo in Tap” | 


cure taken by the flexilegged mem- | 
er named Flash. Unit has semi-| 


fomle manner in its repartee, | 
pe h has strong appeal with the 
I¢ 


_ Midway spot in the show is held, 
e). nooky Lanson, of Lucky | 
Strike’s “Hit Parade” on TV. Song- 
#'0£ scores well in the romantic 
ballad department, with a medley 
of “HP” favorites getting a lively | 
response. Clearly pop tunes are 
; forte, and he cashes in on “Old | 
peack Magic,” which should have 
: oe saved for _the encore inas- 
— n as Lanson’s voice and man- | 
rare wholly incongruous with | 
= number of “Old Man River.” | 
, arvey Stone has medium suc-| 
Hen with the comic chores, wading | 
rough some old material about | 
_“riage, brothers-in-law and | 
“my life and getting a smattering | 
‘ yocks largely on the worth of | 
‘ delivery. “A fresh skein of 
“’ns could help him a lot. 
Pi ryde & Day. leading off, have | 
\€ appeal and never cease to 


ge 


as 


ight Onlookers. Male partner 
©s out with light comic patter 
‘we juggling balls and Indian, 


er 
c« 
wr 


| what 


| fodder provided 


| strings of adjectives like 


clubs and then builds to gasps and 


heavy mitting with juggling stint! 
on 


unicycle. Distaff member is 
also an expert manipulator of the 
clubs, and act has a sock close in 
double-deck juggling sesh, with 
femme perched atop her partner's 
head. 

Louis Basil, as usual, handles 
emcee chores cordially, and his 
house band backs the show in fine 
manner, 


i} 


Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow, June 16. 


Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, wit) 
Dick Stabile, Lew Brown & Ray 
Toland, Mayo Bros (2): Walton & 


Dorraine, Godfrey & Kerby, Lionel 
King, Ann & Bobbie Black, Richard 
Sisters (2), Bobby Dowds Orch. 


Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis are 


here on pre-London tuneup, this 
show marking thei European 
debut. Easy charm of manner plus 


humility of approach, allied to 
duo’s undoubted talent for madcap 
fooling, win them over from first 
entrance, stubholders going in a 
big way for their 50-minute act 
Twain are not too cocksure and 
give the customers what they want, 
entertainment pure and 


off to a socko reaction seen here in 
the comedy line only with Danny 
Kaye previously. 

Prices have been upped for the 
M&L layout, this probably not 
being wise move considering cur- 


rent shortage of coin in U.K. Stub- |} 


holders are paying double rates to 
they fork out in normal 
vaudery bills. In the M&L instance, 
merits price in- 
crease, but not as much as 50°. 
Comedy twain do the last 52 
minutes of show, being preceded 
by red-coated house orch onstage 


|}under Dick Stabile’s baton, with 
Lew Brown handling the ivories 
}and Ray Toland on drums. As 


warmup to fast-paced comedy to 
come, the Mayo Bros., young Amer- 
ican duo, present highspeed terping 
on platform, receiving really solid 
mitting for intricate routine. Then 


Dick Stabile warns aud to “lock 
the doors” as the “two idiots” are 
about to emerge Anything can 


happen, he says. Whereupon Jerry 
Lewis, crew-cropped and gaping- 
mouthed, makes entrance to warm 
reception. 

He opens with goofy talk prior 


|to introducing from wings his 
partner, Dean Martin. Latter, in 
easy style, sings ““‘Walkin’ My Baby 
Back Home,” “Why Don't You 
Believe Me?” and “When You're 
Smiling.” Act gathers pace when 
Lewis conducts the orch in zany 


| Style, after which the pair comedy 


Eve 
“Call 


vocalize “Some Enchanted 
ning” and the w.k. duet from 
Me Madam.” 

Act has the stubholders in palm 
of its hands by now, suitable mo- 
ment for Martin to sing an Al 
Jolson tribute in ‘“Rock-a-bye.” 
Lewis also goes serious (and gar- 
ners strong m#tting) for normal- 
voice rendition of “Because of 
You.” Twain follow with comedy 
dance in strawhats and canes, mak- 
ing many laffs from the silver- 
topped sticks. Lewis runs riot, 
attacking musicians, assaulting his 
pianist and tearing the shirt of 
drummer Toland, This sequence 
has outfronters in continuous kinks 
of laughter. 

Finally, pair take their bows, 
Lewis making suitably humble 
speech in praise of audience and 
saying, wisely, that he’ll not follow 
suit of other U. S. performers with 
“wonder- 


ful,” etc. Act reflects U. S. polish 
and a well rehearsed routine. 
There must be praise, too, for 


Stabile’s confident handling of the 
house orch plus his useful aid in 
announcing and feeding. 

Support contingent is adequate 
if not a standout, Walton & 
raine being well to fore with slick 
roller balancing. Guy skips blind- 


| fold on his roller, and gal, a blonde 


looker who rouses whistles, bal- 


| ances on his shoulders while he’s 


on roller. 


Ann & Bobbie Black, a native 
act, have fresh and youthful pre- 


sentation of Scottish songs, plus 
Scot music on the squeeze-box. 


This is a turn which impresses by 
quiet simplicity and nice dress. 

Godfrey & Kerby are a comedy 
pair, he being garbed as an ancient 
with long white beard, playing the 
violin, and she chirping “At The 
End of the Day.” Lionel King is 
urbane card maestro, identifying 
any card from packs after inviting 
three gents from audience to mount 
the stage and participate in a card 
game. Richard Sisters are usual 
dancing opener. 

At show caught, there was much 
evidence of importance of Euro- 


| pean preem for M&L, house con- 


taining many vaude agents plus 
Moss’ Empires boss Val Parnell. 
SRO biz is rule for entire Scot stint 
prior to London Palladium o”en- 
ing. Gord. 


simple. | 
| They use top showmanship and beg 


ok 
sor 


, show. 
Dor- | 


Roxy, N. ¥. 


Rolly Rolls, Bobby Blake, | 
Bruises (3), John Pappadoulis, 
Doris Kastilan & Margo Moore, | 


Eddie Brandstetter, Cathy Harris, 
Roxy Blades & Belles, Roxy Chora- | 
leers, Bob Boucher House Orch 
“Pickup on South Street” (20th), 
reviewed in Variety May 13, '53. 

The Roxy hierarchy is showing 
signs ot branching out from its ice 
show policy. Indications are that 
the Dave Katz regime is enlarging 
its stagefare scope, evident in the 
fact that the current layout has 
Rolly Rolls, who happens to be a 
fairly representative act who 
doesn't work on skates. 

Rolls has played this house un- 
der several policy changes He 
was there during its glamor period 


scheduling the top names in show 


business. He was also pressed into 
service under the subsequent pol 
icy of accent on production; and 
now, under the frapped format, he 


is again prominently slotted with 
comedy piano and concertina 
He's a dependable entertainer and 
does his accustomed job in this 
spot. 

There's execllent production val- 
ues on the ice stage with its pent- 
house party setting. The sock of 
the occasion by the Bruises 
Geoffe Stevens, Monty Stott & 
Ken Leslie), who do their scrub 
women to its usual high | 
laugh response. 

The highlights of the surround 
ing show are generally in the pro 
duction With the exception of 
Bobby Blake, who cuts a fancy fig- 
ure on the ice, most of the prin 
cipals look like they’ve been re- 
cruited from the chorus line for 
specialties. Arthur Knorr has 
staged this sequence rather ingen- 
iously, having the various skaters | 
in housemaid, chauffeur, cook and 
butler uniforms. There would have 
been a sharper effect had the bits 
been edited down to size. Once | 
that’s been done, these kids will 
get better showcasing. 

In the group, John Pappadoulis 
does a stilt-skating bit and Doris 
Kastilan & Marko Moore duet with 
a routine that’s rather haphazard- 
ly designed. Cathy Harris has the 
makings of a good single doing a 
toe-tap. Of course, she handi 
capped by the fact that she’s work 
ing on ice with a turn that is de-| 
signed for a_ straight floor, yet 
she manages to show the potential | 
of the bit Eddie Brandstetter | 
shows promise as an ice comile 1n 
the Freddie Trenkler tradition 
This lad has very far to go to per 
fect his technique, but he has a 
lithe body, an easy comedic style 
and some good ideas. He needs a 
lot of time on the rink to perfect 
that which he already has 

Generally, the show shapes up 
as a good effort and one that will 
attain considerably smoother pac- 
ing after a few more displays. 
Roxy Belles & Blades have 
good routines and Michi has 
endowed them with picturesque 
costumes. Ray Porter has drawn 
nice effects out of the vocal chorus 
and Bob Boucher’s band backing 
is fine. Jose. 


his 


IS 


routine 
rOULITG 


Ss 


Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, June 23. 
Georgia Gibbs, Joey Adams, 4 
Lads, Al Kellu, Jordan & Parvis;: | 
“Pony Express” (Par), 
This is a fast, smart lineup, | 
joined together in revue format by | 
skill of comic Joey Adams. Pace 
ond sparkle are contagious, and | 
customers cheer acts on to top- 
drawer performances. It’s been} 
many a month since this big house 
has been rocked with ‘ach all-out | 
displays of enthusiasm. | 
| 
} 
} 
} 





—E 


Headliner Georgia Gibbs would 
rate show-stopping status if she | 
were not at curtain-ringing end of 
Animated and chie in per- 
sonality and looks, she sparks ex- 
citement even before she 
out with her first note. Her full, | 
ripe set of pipes, aided by a catchy | 
finger-snapping, vibrant style, has | 
galleries sitting on edge of seats} 
and shouting approval. Routine is | 
as hep as chantoosey’s styie, and 
conceived for top audience re- 
sponse, 

Each of her five tunes rates loud 


has let 


mitt action, but standards are 
“Birth of the Blues” and “Seven 
Lonely Days,” her latest disclick 


Latter, with a special trick of beat- 
ing the rhythm on a uke and se-|! 
gueing into hillbilly style, would 
stop show were it not for skill of | 


|‘‘Her Nibs” in bringing mood of | 


customers into her own for final | 
“Kiss of Fire.” 

Joey Adams, doubling in comedy 
slot and as emcee, is in fine form, | 
and impresses as a far more steady | 
polished performer than he was in| 
the old Adams-Canzoneri-Plant | 


i the right 


ja 


for an eastside spot. 


aren't fully worked out as yet. 
the only ofay turn on the bill. 


action throughout. Adams is a 
warm, human comic and, even 
when he ribs his fellow-perform- 
ers or jibes at customers, it’s with 
high good humor and sans offense. 
His Eddie Cantor takeoff with the 
Four Lads is standout, as is gen- 
eral give-and-take with Al Kelly, 
the lovable little guy with the 
twisted tengue. 

Kelly's stint is wrapped up with 
Adams so that they can hardly be 
separated in any appraisal of 
either. Kelly's doubletalk, his ma- 
chine-gun, rapidfire routine. most- 


ly without meaning, make the per- 
fect foil for Adams’ pseudo-sar- 
casm and= repartee Stubholders 
relish every minute of the non 


sense and give it top returns 


Four Lads also rate kudos for an 
improved routine and smoother 


harmonizing and arrangements 
both physically and = musically 
Team is cheered from the start 
and tie up show with “Down By 
the Riverside,” a fast tune with an | 
audience’ participation gimmick 
; Also do fine with “He Who Has 
Love,” “Blackberries” and “Tell 


Me That You're Mine Teamwork 
is hep and general effect is flashy 


and appealing Customers add 
| sound effects to their mitting for 
' this one. 

Rounding out a fine bill is terp 
team of Jordan & Parvis. who do 
good job as curtain-raisers (see 
New Acts). Flor. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Pearl Bailey, Louis Bellson 

Orch (15) conducted by Don Red 


man; Beverly White, Bobbye Priest 
& Al Fosse, Dusty Fletcher, 3 Rock 
ets; “Alladin and His Lamp” 


| (Mono. ) 


Pearl 
which 
name 


Bailey, 
includes 
of her 
Bellson, 


a unit 
under the 


heading 
an orch 
husband 
but 


drummet! 


Louis which ba- 


18 


| toned by Don Redman, is back at 
| this Harlem vaude flagship for a 


quick repeat. This time she is in 


on a handsome deal which calls 
for an even split. For the second 
stand in a surprisingly short in- 
terval, Miss Bailey is doing well 
Although the b.o. vitamins aren't 
}aS potent as they were the first 
time around, they're enough to 
give the Apollo one of its better 


| semesters. 


Miss Bailey has varied her unit 
somewhat via a greater variety of 
acts The good lineup has the 
Three Rockets, Beverly White 
Bobbye Priest & Al Fosse 
Dusty Fletcher, but it’s 
Bailey that provides the 
ler Jackadaisical tune 
gets a sharp response 
dusts off her usual 
finding favor are her 
Tootsie,” “Laziest Girl 
“Come Rain or Come Shine” and 
a briefie of “Two to Tango.” It’s 
a delightful blend of comedy that 
finds universal favor whether it 
be at the smart eastsideries or at 
this hospice. There was a liberal 
sprinkling of ofays at show caught, 
indicating possibilities for Harlem 
to nab the paleface wampum with 
attractions. 


Bellson crew 


and 
Mi: 
pavofl 
delivery 
here She 
catalog and 
“Toot Toot 
in Town, 


The with Redman 


; at the helm is well integrated and 
; can 


stand on its own. The show- 
backing and individual efforts are 
excellently received because of lis- 
tenability. There's little attempt 
to impress itself on the audience 
by overpowering volume, Its mod- 
ulation and texture are right and 


the sidemen show originality in 
their solo efforts. sellsom, of 
course, highlights the crew’s ef- 


forts by a drum aria, which shows 
his excellent skin technique cou- 
pled with an unusual display of 
energy. 

Dusty Fletcher, in the other com- 
edy spot, gets across with some 
broad text which winds up with a 
session at the piano. This Negro 
comic hits hard and he winds up 
winner. Surprise of the stanza 
was that he didn’t call on his 
“Open the Door Richard” identi- 
fication to tie up the house for 
him. 


Bobbye Priest & Al Fosse have 


|a dance routine thats’ not quite for 


being better geared 
Their wind- 
up a bit in a tramp costume 
which has some charming terp mo- 
ments Their earlier work con- 
centrates on archness, but the de- 
tails of this segment of their act 
It's 


this house, 


1S 


is 


Other dance spot by the 
Three Rockets, a smooth tap turn 


| that specializes in precision work. | 


Best moments come when the three 
boys work fullface and give the 
impression of being one _ indi- 
vidual. 

Beverly White, acting as vocalist 


| This 


Palace, N. Y. 
The Atomics (6), Chet Clark, Sis 
Sonny Arthurs, Margee Mce- 
Glory, Herman Hyde with Jean 
March, Helene Vernon Trio, Jay 
| Marshall, Gus Van; “Take Me to 
| Town” (U-1), reviewed in VARIETY 
May 20, '53. 


| & 





Appearance of Gus Van at the 
Palace should provide opportunity 
for latter-day performers to look in 
on how one of the great vaudeville 
veterans conducts himself and how 
an act is built. His is a model of 
'showmanship, but let it not be 
|} thought that it’s all that—that the 
old troubador and storyteller can- 
not, f'rinstance, spot many of the 
young stars a couple of generations 
and still challenge them at their 
own game. This is a “grand man of 
vaudeville” of whom it may be said 
that “hardy perennial” fits even 
more gracefully around his mantle. 


Strong points in the Van spread 


are an income tax ditty via a 
medley, a takeoff on Johnnie Ray 
and “Cry,” and, of course, an encore 
|} with a group of old tunes that has 
the aud chiming in for a _ nice, 


schmaltzy finisher 


Also in the old home week class 
at the RKO flagship is Herman 
Hivde supported by statuesque Jean 
March. It’s still one of the better 
ribtickling instrumental turns with 
Hyde's succession of crazy and pice 
(uresque devices doing everything 
but talk. Miss March is an attrace- 
tive singing-talking foil in the tome 
foolery. 

In next-to-closing (Van is in the 
exit spot) is the mock-sophisticated 
and self-ribbing Jay Marshall. He 
first gets the measure of his audi- 


ence with some highly amusing 
patter between attempts to play 
the bagpipes. Then he tops that 


effort with his hand puppet, Lefty, 


in a vivid ventriloquial stint 
that has won him high marks on 
the theatre, cafe and TV circuits. 


An impressive adagio turn is the 
Helene Vernon ‘Trio, with two 
males tossing the nifty looking 
Miss Vernon around in sweeping 
array for one of the highpoints of 
the bill 

Opening the show briskly 
colorfully are the Atomics (6) in a 
tumbling session (New Acts), fel- 
lowed by the standard harmonica 
turn of Chet Clark. He's an okay 
mixer-upper of classical and cur- 
rent pops, with a frenetic finale in 
i “St. Louis Blues” that includes a 
bit of terping 

In third slot are familiar Palace 
faces in Sis & Sonny Arthurs, a 
likeable duo in knockabout hoofing 
and acro that starts off as straight 
| ballroomolovy and then yvoes into 
the crazy stuff. Their jitterbug and 
vintave dances are hot tamale, 
Singing impressionist Margee Me- 
| Glory is reviewed under New Acts. 
| is one of those layouts that 
| calls for almost continuous baton- 
ling by the Jo Lombardi pitmen, 
fand the maestro is in there with 
i that expert backing. Trau, 





and 


Olyvmapin. Miami 
Miami, June 20 
Cliff Edwards, Steve Evans, Carl 
|& Arlene, Ann Dennis, Lolo & Lita, 
Les Rhodes House Orch; “A Slight 
Case of Larceny” (M-G), 


This i: the better bills to 
| play here in recent weeks, with in- 
| gredients that set well with all seg- 
x nts of family vauder. 


one of 





Cliff Edwards returns after a 
long absence and rates the top- 
| liner slot. Still the easy, quietly 
| effective yodeler that made him his 
film-stage rep years ago, he sets 
up vocal-strumming sequence = in 
measured and solid mannet He 
runs up steady stubholder reaction 


with versions of the oldies and 
sony clicks he’s been associated 
with, from “I Wonder Who's Kiss- 


ing Her Now” through “When You 
Wish Upon A Star.” Adds corn- 
tinged waggery to keep the humor 
| level high. 

Steve Evans adds his sight and 
sound standards to the laugh side 
of the proceedings with healthy re- 
sults. He’s been playing this house 
regularly and per usual capably 
| holds down his slot with his broad 
ideas. There's nothing subtle about 
his comedics but they’re tailored 
| for a big house such as this 

Continuing on the sight stuff and 
obviously aimed at the youngsters 
in the aud are Lolo & Lita. Util- 
ize everything in the prop book to 
garner howls with their assortment 
of juggling and novelty biz that in- 
cludes distribution of rubber bal- 
loons and animals among the aisle- 
| sitters. 
Ann Dennis sets up careful 
blend of pops, musicomedy and op- 
eratic vocalistics to come off a win- 
ner. Applies full-ranging soprano 
to “Falling In Love With Love,” “I 
| Believe” and Puccini’s “Un Bel 
'Di,” among others. Warm ap- 











days. Much of his material is old, | for the occasion, does well by her-| proach and assured delivery add 


but he’s added a local touch and | 
tied it in deftly with acts he brings | 
on. He molds emcee and 


solo | 


self with rendition of “Two 
Hearts are Better 


“Pretend” and “You Were Meant 


Than One,” | 


| to overall impact. 
Tumbling routines of Carl & Ar- 
lene are smoothly worked out with 


chores into a single solid perform-| for Me.” She's off to a god mitt.|the balancing toppers earning 


lance that garners bellies and mittl 


Jose. 


warm reception, Lary. 
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Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

Lou Walters presents “Ca C'est 
Paris,” with Les Charlivels (3), 
Jack Durant, Cass Franklin & Mon- 


| perimeter to a 
| Slates slice the Costello “St. James 


sexiness in “Jose is Living the Life 
o’ Reilly,” a straight “Granada,” 
and hip-tossing around ringside 
“Peanut Vendor.” 


ica Lane, DeCastro Sinsters (3),| Infirmary” with a baseball rhubarb 


Nejla Ates, Lucienne & Ashour, | sketch, 


Gloria LeRoy, 
Orch, Buddy Harlowe Trio; produc- 
tion, Natalie Kamarova, music, 
George Kamoroff; costumes, Fred- 
die Wittop; special song and lyrics, 
Lou Walters, $5 minimum. 


One of the stranger sights on 


troadway is a line in front of a 
nightclub such as the one that 
forms in front of Lindy’s right 
after the shows break. Yet the | 
Latin Quarter, on one of the hot- 
test nights of the year and on a 
Monday (22) night yet, sported a 
sizable crowd waiting to pay a $5 


mum to see a show that didn't 
expensive  head- 


min 


advertise any 
liners 

It's evident that the Lou Walters 
hospice, now in its 12th year on 
the Stem, has achieved a standard | 
that virtually guarantees a high 


level of nitery entertainment. The | 
new display is in keeping with the | 
divertisse- 
ment that has opulent costuming, | 
and a) 


top LQ tradition of a 


talent carefully selected ! 
lithe and lively musical setting. 
of 


One 


of this display lies in the fact that 
everal of the acts in the show are! 
being held over in the midst of en- 
tirely new production. The Fred- 
die Wittop costumes have achieved 
a higher standard of elegance. He 
has draped and undraped_ the 
femmes more artistically than 
usual. Natalie Kamarova has paced 


the numbers in a gay manner and 


the entire program achieves the | 


air of a joyful romp. 

lopping the new talents here 
are Les Charlivels, a trio of Gal- 
lics who show a mastery of in- 
strumental work, dances and acro- 
batics. The union of terp and tum- 
bles is probably the fastest of any 
turn and executed with such en- 
ergy as to excite this huge hospice 
This team made its debut some 
years ago at this spot, and in the 
return engagement seems to have 
picked up more verve and polish 
They get a milt hot enough to war- 


rant several encores, but the na- 
ture of their turn is such that 
afterpieces are virtually impos- 
sible. 


In the holdover, songsters Cass 
Franklin & Monica Lane similarly 
hit a top response. This duo has 
basically fine voices and the ro- 
mantic pitches to each other give 
a strong sentimental touch that 
rates top salvos. Their highpoint 
is a rendition of the Musette Waltz 
from “La Boheme” which is done 
with sensitivity and feeling. An- 
other focal point is “How Do You 
Speak to an Angel.” Their returns 
are high. 

The DeCastro Sisters (3) simi- 
larly produce huge mitts. Their 
singing is perhaps not on too high 
a level, there being an overdose of 
mugging, but once they make rap- 
port with the audience these short- 
comings seem to maiter little. 
They clown around with a Latin 
version of “Cry” and “Shootin’ 
Iron” and hit it off well. 

Also previously seen here are 
Lucienne & Ashour, the Apache 
act which climaxes with the femme 
belting the boy all over the stage. 
They too are a hit. Gloria LeRoy 
doesn't have too much to do this 
show, and does a minimum of her 
Charlotte Greenwood type terps. 

At show caught, Jack Durant 
failed to make an appearance. Of 
course, the lack of a comedy spot 
was evident, but the crowd got its 
money's worth anyway. Nejla Ates 
is under New Acts. The Art Wan- 
ter orch showbacks excellently and 
the Buddy Harlowe trio fills the 
lulls Jose. 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, June 18. 
Diosa Costello, Slate Bros. 
Evie & Joe Slack, Robert Orton's 








Teen-Aces (6), Fay Carol, Barney 
Rawlings, Christina Carson, Kath- 
run Duffy Dansations (6), Phil 
Ma \l Jahns Orch (11); no 
corer or) inimrum. 


No one will take a siesta for this 
fiesta subtitled “Caribbean Carni- 
val.” having such topline whippers 
as Diosa Costello, Slate Bros., and 
the supporting snappers of Robert 
Orton's Teen-Aces, Evie & Joe 
Slack. Word-of-mouth should bring 
in carloads of customers wanting 
Some amusements before losement. 


Working as a unit, Miss Costello | 


and the Slates wham over a good 
40 minutes without a lull. Trio of 
Sid, Jack and sparkplug Henry trot 
Out for special a “Made in Vegas” 
warmup for yockles, then toss the 
schtickle in several sight gags be- 
fore Miss Costello burns up the 
surrounding scenery. One of the 


bits includes a luscious redhead, 
Fay Carol, thrushing “Over the 


Rainbow” while the lads come on 
for breakups. 
Miss Costello injects her earthy 








| Bar. 


| through 
| the Alamo,” “Glow Worm,” “Up A 


| Lazy closing | 


and yawp up comments 


Line, Art Waner | from house as femme shakes her 


derriere in “St. James.” Exhibs of 
the freres’ hoofing call for big 


Work- 
Slates reenact 
scene for her socko 
Bloody Mary in “Bali Hai,” and 
“Happy Talk.” Audience unloads 
heavy freight of cheers upon bow- 
off 

Evie & Joe Slack have the eyes 
popping in no time as femme 
undergoes her pretzely contortions. 
Tied or untied, she is lifted, tossed, 
rolled and smacked around by Joe 
Slack into some intricate maneuv- 
ers for heavy kudosing. Robert 
Orton's Teen-Aces prime with dis- 
play of drumbeating that works in- 
to exciting climax. 

Kathryn Duffy Dansations never 
let a second lag as they whirl an 
Afro-Cuban sortie as curtain-upper 
and theme ‘Caribbean Carnival”’ 
for finale, backed by the exploding 
rhythms of the Teen-Aces and 


line-tossers, 


| fronted by Christina Carson's solo- 
the more unusual facets 


terps. Barney Rawlings makes the 
chatter smooth along the emcee 
route, and Al Jahns the very 
competent 
spelled by Phil Macy for the Teen- 
Aces’ turn, Will. 


is 


Top’s, San Diego 

San Diego, June 20. 
Champ Butler, Don Howard, 
Freddie Aune Orch, Sally 


no minimum. 


was timing worthy of a diploma. 
For promsters have been flocking 
to this city’s class nitery. 

A baritone boosted by records, 
Butler’s appeal is to younger ele- 
ment. He’s also liked by older 
spenders although they don't cal- 
lous their mitts applauding. But 
youthful set’s noise makes up gap. 

Not a natural singer, Butler 





master of the podium, | 


| Pribor 





Fairmont Hotel, S. F. 
San Francisco, June 16. 
Marge and Gower Champion 
with Richard Pribor, The Cheer- 
leaders (5), Ernie Heckscher 
Orch (11); $2 cover. 





Other ballroom greats have made 
terping history with their dexterity, 


: : | romanticism, originality, ornamen- 
mitts as they unison waltz clog, | 


softshoe, and Sid solos with some) 
|artful, leggy “Charleston.” 
|ing as 
| “South Pacific” 


tation, cuteness and/or cleverness. 
But it has fallen to the Champions, 
combining most of these segments, 
to captivate by their charm and 
spirit. Add an infectious overlay of 


youth, good looks, exuberance, good 


taste and technical skill, and you 


have a compote of appeal which | 


establishes a rapport with the 
Venetian Room audience that in- 
gratiates from stepoff to final bow. 

The Champions may be distin- 
guished from past dance luminaries 
by the fact that they dance from 
their heads down instead of from 


their feet up. Every routine has an | 


idea and an idiom. There’s plenty 


of technique but it’s the text that | 
| sets the pace and packs the punch. 


The jampacked turnout that 
plunked down its couverts here at 
the opener found it easy to give 
way to an ovation after a half hour 


'of their wares. And most of them 


stayed over into the second show 
for another helping 

Show is opened by the Cheer- 
leaders, two gals and three boys, in 
a good if somewhat over-routined 
assortment of tunes running eight 
minutes. Warmer is “Hello, Hello, 
Hello,” followed by a_ softshoe 
medley. “These Foolish Things” is 
a scorer and ‘Hard Hearted Han- 
nah” rounds out neatly to segue 
into an intro for the Champions. 
Troupe garners a good mitt for its 


Ann | efforts. 
| Davis, Betty Hall Jones; no cover, | 


The Champions’ opener, a Dick 
arrangement of “Let's 


as | Dance,” with lyrics by Bob Wells, 
Boniface Yale Kahn's booking of | quickly 
Champ Butler for graduation week | 


sets an aura of gaiety, 
tempo and color. It’s easy on the 
eyes and ears. “The Clock,” to 
music of “Time on My Hands,” 
shows off the choreographic origi- 
nality to top advantage. Here met- 
ronome and meaning, wrapped in a 
package of sentiment, contrive a 
boy-loves-girl conceit that is stage- 
craft at its best. 

The same flair for moving away 
from the obvious into the original 


songalog is generally within limited is on tap in “County Fair.” In this 


range. Freckled, 
singer projects well with hearty, 
almost hairy-chested 
covers up natural limitations and 
slight throat difficulty hampering 


tunes. Best response is to latter 
since wax success has been on} 
upbeat novelties. Yet, curiously, 


heftiest palm is garnered for “I 
Believe,’ sung to hushed house in 
simple style devoid of 
ostentation sometimes employed on 
this semi-hymn. 

Couple of other ballads—‘Why 
Must the Show Go On?” 
“Younger 
only fair. But such upbeat rousers 
as “You're Doing All Right,’ “Oo 
Looka There, Ain’t She Pretty” 


and ‘You Intrigue Me,” in beguine | 


tempo, keep songalog rolling. 

At this point, Butler seems in 
need of stronger patter to empha- 
size easygoing boy-next-door ap- 
peal. On night caught, singer ap- 
peared ill at east with all-too-brief 
chatter, but errant throat may have 
contributed, 


Don Howard, KSDO disk —? 


handles emcee chores effectively. 
Freddie Aune’s musickers are okay 
in showbacking and for terping, 


Betty Hall Jones, slambang sepia 
pianist-comic-singer, keeps cus- 


tomers happy in room's Blackout | 
Don. | 





Gatineau, Ottawa 
Ottawa, June 17. 
(5), The Kings & 
(6), Harry Pozy 


Mills Bros. 
Their Ladies 


;Orch (8); 75¢ admission, $1 Sat. 
(3), | 





Gatineau) manager Joe Saxe 


| wisely trimmed his current show | 
to a name act and a clicko terp| 
crew, leaving the boff Mills Bros.. | 
with plenty of time to take care of | 


customers’ 
same time, 
disclicks. The three boys, their 
father and guitar accompanist 
have the tablesitters. ringing the 
rafters, the femmes squealing and 
the men shouting and pounding 
tables. They get the customers in 
on one or two with warbling and 


requests and, at the 


rhythm palmslaps. They couldn't 
get away at show caught. 
Their tunes, all faves, include 


some sentimental, some jump and 
a touch of barbershop. Teeing off 
with “Paper Doll,” they = run 
“Across the Alley from 


River” and others, 
with an arrangement aimed at the 
father’s booming bass, “Window 
Washer Man.” It's all solid. 


The Kings & Their Ladies are | 


on twice with effective terps and 


costuming. Harry Pozy band 1s 
meaty on the stand. Al Costi is at 
the 83, in the ,lpunge. Gorm. 


reddish-haired | 


| femme 


; and| pushers and ballet slippers, and 
Than Springtime’—are | 





present most of their} 


item the Champions succeed in 
picturing and portraying a carnival 


vigor «that | with only a single prop—a pennant 
|on the end of a stick. But when 
| they are finished, the color, excite- 
stint here. Stocky singer mixes 'em | 
up, alternating ballads and rhythm | 


ment, sense and nonsense of the 
midway are real and life size. 
A high point of sensibility and 


sentiment is achieved when Gower | 


dances around Marge, seated in a 


| chair mid-floor, to the strains of 
| “Margie.” It's a guy giving his 
vulgar | partner-wife a breather for the vig- 
| orous closer that follows. 


Finale, “Meeting Time,” in which 
is now garbed in pedal- 


which is an amalgam of the Cham- 
pions and the Cheerleaders, is a 
spirited, high-pressure, chromatic 
good-nighter that leaves the vi- 
vants grinning to their sideburns 
and mumbling with delight in their 
champagne. 

Richard Pribor at 


outfit are their usual oke for both 


showbacking and tiptoeing. Ted. 


Hotel Chase. St. L. 
St. Louis, June 18. 
Dorothy Dandridge, Al Denahue 


Orch (10); $1-$1.50 cover. 
with Sally Ann Davis doing vocals | 





Chosen to reopen the air con- 
ditioned room atop this plush west 
end spot for the summer season, 


Dorothy Dandridge is making her | 
| second stand in this town and not 
| only is going it alone but scering 


solidly. With the regular trade for 


| the night shows augmented by cus- 


tomers from the nearby al fresco 


Municipal Theatre in Forest Park | 


and baseball fans attending noc- 
turnal games, the outlook for fine 
biz at this place is rosy. Local 
opposish of highgrade entertain- 
ment has been 
summer closing of the Boulevard 
Room 
son, 


Without uttering a sound Miss) 


Dandridge cops nods of approval 


| when she is picked up by a baby 


spot that reveals an attire of an 
ivory chiffon bodice, a brown crepe 
skirt and flowing ivory chiffon 
train which she swishes 
swishes during her routine. In ad- 


dition to swell pipes and the know- | 


how of socking over a ditty, Miss 
Dandridge unlimbers an infectious 
smile, plenty of showmanship 
along with a sense of the dramatic 
and a sustained miannerism. 

. Highlights of her repertoire is a 
ditty, “Blow Out The Candle,” dur- 
ing which she blows out three of 
‘em, one at a time, and each time 
the lights are turned down until 
only a baby spot shines on her 
face at windup. This rates the 
heaviest mitt of the session but 
each of her numbers wins a hefty 
okay. Another tyne that clicks sal- 
idly, is arrangemept, of “Jf This Is 


the piano is) 
| excellent. Ernie Heckscher and his | 


eliminated with | 


in downtown Hotel Jeffer- | 


and | 


Love.” Sandwiched in are “There'll 
Be Some Changes Made,” “Takin 
A Chance On Love” and “T 
Sweet To Me.” 

Al Donahue’s tooters, with mae- 
stro wielding a neat bow on the 
catgut, open stanza with a 
ter On 10th Avenue” that puts the 
customers in the right mood. Don- 
ahue’s soft strains also lure dan- 
sapators to the floor. Sahu, 


Hetel Radisson, Mpls. 
a une 19, 

Gisele MacKensie, Charles Carts, 
Don McGrang Orch (7) with Joan 
Montelk $1.50 minimum. 

a 

A pair of eandidates for popu- 
larity new to Minneapolis, singer 
Gisele MacKenzie and card trick. 
ster Charles Carts, together with 
Don McGrane and his tooters com. 
prise a winning ticket for this 
class Flame Room, the Twin Cit- 
ies’ only remaining supper club, 
Proceedings provide considerable 
pleasant diversion and tickle cus- 
tomers’ fancy. 

Both on the vocal and eye-filling 
scores, Miss MacKenzie more than 
fills the bill. Her lively numbers 
sparkle with bounce and verve, 
she’s equal to the occasion as a 
comedienne, and her romantic in- 
terludes generate warmth. In this 
intimate room her vibrant and 
magnetic qualities are set off to 
the best possible advantage, and 
she makes easy work of inducing 
local cafe society palms pounding 
and scoring a triumph. 

Change of pace and diversity 
mark the thrush’s routining. She 
especially scintillates in an amus- 
ing French ditty, ‘“‘Le Fiacre,” and 
a timely melodic commentary on 
fishing, ‘““‘A Trout No Doubt.” She 
goes further down the vocal line 





Hotel Roosevelt, N. O. 
New Orleans, June 20. 
Ray Noble Orch (17), Guy Cher- 
ney, Gil Lamb, Anita Gordon, An- 
tonio de Sevilla; $2.50 minimum. 





Town’s swankiest nocturnal ren- 
dezvous comes up with another lay- 
|out of. better than average enter- 
tainment that won acclaim of a ca- 
pacity preem audience. 
| Music of Ray Noble and his well- 
integrated crew is designed pri- 
| marily for dancing, being flavored 
with a variety of rhythms and 
tunes. There’s big, full sound in 
| Noble’s arrangements, Band is 
loaded with capable musicians and 
leaves nothing to be desired musi- 
cally. The elongated, affable Eng- 
lishman’s outfit plays with taste 
and sound musicianship. Dancers 
flock to the floor for the knee-ac- 
tion sessions. 





: : ’ . | with “Song from Moulin Rogue,” 
Pc hig a . ee are | “Wild Horses,” “A Chorus Girl's 
miaway to W &@ O16 MU 2OPr MeG= | Hream.” “How Can Yo uv Kil- 
ley of songs he has composed over | Saat ” “Texas” prin ll ya 

> reare ; ; ore r hee ae s — : 
7 wh Of Th oan - be 2 Love With You.” Her brief and pat 
is cee a Thi ee ag Had t = 2H€\ verbal introductions are neatly 
| Sweetets Thing, adn nyone | handled. 


Till You” and “Goodnight, Sweet- 
heart.” 

Guy Cherney, who's no stranger 
in the room, shows marked inr 
provement over his previous ap- 
pearances. Armed with new smart 
material, he has the crowd in high 
gear with his piping. In fact, 
tableholders were reluctant to let 
him go and he sang for 28 min- 
utes to a begoff. 

Cherney has a pleasant personal- 
ity and an easy, informal manner 
of putting a song across. He gives 
each tune a big arrangement, al- 
lowing him to display vocal man- 
euvers that run the gamut frorfi 
full, deepthroated tones to effec- 
tive falsetto. He has nice diction 
and phrasing and other attributes 
of a top warbler. Scores heavily 
|with “Sitting On Top Of The 
World,” “I'm Walking Behind 
You,” “Broadway Hall Of Fame” 
and “I Believe.” 
| Goodnatured, loose-jointed Gil 
| Lamb has a marked ability for 
rousing laughter with a _ subtle 
style of mirthmaking. He does 
everything from  highkicking to! 
gags and pantomime, building 
slowly wih a sly warmup that pyr- 
amids into bellylaughs. Comic 
manages to give a fresh, amusing 


Charles Carts, a youthful and 
likeable Frenchman, gives familiar 
card tricks new twists, variations 
and ultra-slickness that make them 
completely baffling and intriguing. 
His accompanying patter points up 
the sleight-of-hand effectively and 
lands laughs. He’s a holdover from 
the room's previous show on which 
he also scored. 

Rounding out his ninth month 
here, Don McGrane, topnotch con- 
ductor, violinist and emcee, and 
his musical lads open the show 
with a striking number, ‘‘Chanson 
Bohemienne,” and accompany the 
performers and play for customer 
dancing flawlessly. In Joan Mon- 
tell the band has glamorous and 
capable singer. Rees. 





Mars (Club. Paris 


Paris, June 15. 
Richard Harris, Joe Rubel; $1 
minimum, 





A pintsized boite off the Champs- 
Elysees, Mars Club has cheapie 
prices and American snacks which 
makes this a mecca of the young 
U.S. set and those looking for a 
reasonable windup spot. It’s run 
by amiable American entrepre- 
neur Ben Benjamin, who imports 


twist to everything he does. High-| single vocal U.S. acts, whenever 
lights of his zanyisms are a takeoff | possible, and now has Richard 


on a bebop fan and some swal- 
lowed harmonica hilarity. 

Anita Gordon, a cute songstress 
who works with plenty of savvy 
and smoothness, registers heavily. 
Her personality and singing are 
tailored for spots like the Blue 
Room. She is endowed with youth, 
looks, a nice figure and fine pipes 
and should go far along the sup- 
per club route. 

Teeing off show is young An- 
tonio de Sevilla, billed as “El Gi- | 
tano,” whose flamenco dancing and | 
clastanet-clicking routines win a/§s 
nice mitt. Noble emcees capably. 
| Liuz. 


Harris warbling on his first Euro- 
pean stint. 

Harris starts his songs from the 
bar and then crawls to the podium 
and piano for the rest of his num- 
ber. He’s only adequate in pro- 
jection and choice of songs. Dit- 
ties are in the slow category and 
a change of pace is needed to 
make this a more forceful act. Some 
patter may help Harris who has a 
tendency to be cold in his deliv- 
ery. 

Joe Rubel, pianist and song- 
smith who is the interim man in 
this intimery, pianos with an old 
trouper bounce and emits the 
standards that are faves with vis- 
itors here. 

Boite is tight and a raised tier 
arrangement makes for good vis- 
ibility. Snacks are in $1 category 
with a specialty of Lindy-reciped 
cheesecake. Mosk. 











Colony & Astor, London 
London, June 17. 

The 3 Mademoiselles, Felix 
King Orch, Don Carlos Band, Sid 
| Phillips Orch; Colony, $5.50 mini- 
mum; Astor, $3 minimum to 11 
p.m., $3 cover thereafter. 





Angelo’s, Omaha 
Omaha, June 16. 
George Shearing Quintet (5); $1 
cover. 





Harry Morris, boss of these two 
| Berkeley Sq. spots, went to New 
York in the spring on a talent 
| prow! and booked his cabaret to the 
| end of the year. First to make the 
| trek as a result of these bookings 
|are the Three Mademoiselles, a 
comedy vocal trio with an unin- 





Blind 88er George Shearing is 
around this time with what can 
shape up as his best outfit. The 
reasons are his new vibe expert, 
hibited style. Cal Tjader, and guitarist John 

The trio has impressive vocal Thilmas, who doubles on harmoni- 
chords and a shrewd sense of | °¢ 
comedy. London tastes, however, | 
are necessarily different from 
Broadway and they will need to 
indulge in a little trial and error | 
before they perfect their routine | 
| and get the yocks they deserve. 
As it stands, the act is without 
; adequate contrast and entirely 

keyed in a boisterous pitch. That's 
okay for a start and is fine for their 
interpretation of “Begin the Begat” 
| and their impression of vocalists 
performing at a country garden 
| fete. But at that point there comes 
| a need for variation in style and | 
manner. 
| The gals are nicely turned out, 
| operate in perfect harmony and are 
| obviously set to make a good 
| impresh when they are settled in. 
|The Felix King combo handles 
| their intricate arrangements with 
precision, Myro. 





a. 

So ably do they complement 
| their boss, maestro Shearing never 
sounded better. As usual, his in- 
tros are socko. And he follows 
through with topflight music all the 
way, with minor injections of 
comedy. In fact, this trio dominates 
to the extent it appears Shearing 
could probably drop his bass and 
drums with little loss. 

Top efforts are “Mood for Milt.” 
featuring vibes; “Caravan,” spot- 
lighting harmonica, and “Wrap 
Your Troubles in Dreams,” with 
Shearing soloing. 

Biz here for one-week stand was 
outstanding. Boniface Angelo Di- 
Giacomo had to turn ’em away dur- 
ing the weekend. Incidentally, he 
shaved mixed drink price to 65c 
to help subdue growls from 


Omahans who apparently will al- 
Trump. 





ways flinch at a cover. 
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Sans Souci, Montreal 
Montreal, June 20. 
Johnnie Ray, Gary Morton, Ro- 
sario Imperio, Jack Styka Orch 


(10), Peter Barry Quartet; $2 min. | 


imum. 





With Johnnie Ray and his en- 
tourage as the final show, the Sans 
Souci folds and, according to the 
operators, this is for good. This 
particular bit of real estate, under 
a half-dozen different names, has 
been a nitery landmark in Montreal 
for the past two decades, doing its 
best business when known as Chez 
Maurice and run by Phil Maurice, 
now general manager of Consoli- 
dated Theatres in Montreal. In 
past six years, this walkup has tried 
every possible show formula with 
little success till recently, when it 
did the obvious and started booking 
names, 

Making his second appearance 
(the first was at the Seville Thea- 
tre here), Ray continues to score 
as top wailer in show biz today. 
Warming up the house, he opens 


with “Walking My Baby’ Back 
Home” using a handmike as he 
tours the floor, moving down 


among the customers hand-kissing 

and kidding with the distaff side 

for plaudits. : 
When the squealing and whim- 


pering of the dateless femmes sub- 
sides, Ray settles down and tears 
them with a dramatic “Tell the 
Lady,’ which gets the full treat- 
ment emotionally and otherwise. 
Moving over to the piano, he 
started a song-and-piano session 


onlv to have tke mike go dead at 
show caught. In a rather childish 
display of temperament, he tossed 
this much-needed equipment down 
on a ringsider’s table with, fortu- 
nately, no ill effects. 

Turning to another mike, Ray 
continued in a vague sort of way, 
jumping his tunes around and let- 
ting the house orch pick up when- 
ever they could. A_ full-throated 
interp of “Sinner Am I” scored and 
then “Little White Cloud” was fol- 


lowed eventually by “Cry” for 
salvos. 
Ray still evidences plenty of 


show savvy but the offhand, inde- 
pendent attitude needs tightening 
for overall impact. 


Preceding Ray, Rosario Imperio | 


gets off a neat hoofing set in the 


teeoff position. Gal has a trim fig- | 
ure and displays it well to heighten | 


effect of her hep _ interpretive 
dances. The emcee and comedic slot 
goes to Gary Morton, who has be- 
come something of a regular on the 


local nitery circuit. He has dropped | 


a lot of the unnecessary corn and 


blue stuff he showed on other ap- | 


pearances and his ability to cool 


out a heckler is sharper than ever. | 


The enlarged Styka orch plays 
a good show backing Morton and 
Miss Rosario handily and doing its 
best to cover on some the switches 
pulled by Ray. With the budget for 
entire show running close to $11.- 
500, plus a heatwave, it is doubtful 
if the Sans Souci’s swan song did 
much more than break even. 

Newt. 





New Goldén, Reno 
Reno, June 17. 
“Tnternational Frolics,’ with 
Skeets Minton, Clark Bros. 
\loro & Yaconelli, Los Robertos, 
Golden Girls (12), Garwood Van 
Orch; no cover or minimum. 


This is another hastily prepared 
low-budget package by 
Deutsch, booker for Golden. 
simply an assemblage of secondary 
acts which does business with 
“catchall” title. However, the show 
rolls along fairly smoothly and with 
standouts Skeets Minton and Clark 
Bros., will keep the room filled 
three times a night. 

Minton is a blond young ven- 
triloquist appearing for the first 
time in the west. 
fine material, it doesn’t take long 
for the dummy to establish as a 
‘SCparate personality. Use of eyes 
and eyebrows on woodblock keeps 
“(tention riveted. The facial 
pressions” are not just tossed 
“round, but are used only for em- 
phasis and 


Minton works in good impres- 
“ions for dummy—Crosby, Rose 
Murphy, et al. A small three-way 
exchange with “bookie” on phone 


ood. Backbone of act, however, | 


'S fine, 


‘ 


flowing material for big 
ner away in a bag to do a single, 
“res a wonderful, faraway voice 
‘1 directions on handling from 
“uttcase. Minton’s “single” encore 
on “Jericho” is a change of pace, 
h pleasant enough voice, but a 
ve nite letdown. 
_ Clark Bros. are a flashy pair who 
Sick pretty well to business of 
~ arp stepping, occasionally break- 
‘N18 away with a dash of acro. They 
“ork very hard, pulling up for a 
q eather with clever encore, “We're 
“ Tired.” This has them slowly 
nking to the floor with slow, 
penting lyrics. Trade-off on exhibi- 
~ hoofing draws heavy mitting. 
Moro & Yaconelli, refugees from 


(3,1 


Milton | 
It’s | 


its | 


Equipped with. 


“ox. | 


asis @ appear quite natural. | 
Details include “smacking” of lips. | 


‘ocks. When Minton packs his part- | 


| the Spade Cooley TV show in L.A., 
| hang their shingle on “dumb Mexi- 
|can” slapstick. Playing guitars, the 
| pair exudes awful music and bitter 
| tirades for sizable yocks. 

| Los Robertos is a juggling act 
| whose business is primarily using 


four hands to intermingle the blur | 


of Indian clubs. In one complicated | 
maneuver they pass around each | 


other while changing hats, cigars 
and clubs. 

Golden Girls, billed as “Inter- 
national Girls” in this show, give 
good account of themselves for two 
and a half numbers—“Big Mamou” 
opener, a short, half-force middle 
prance, and full-scale finale. 

Garwood Van's orch is an alert 
crew and is building a following ol 
dansapators Mare. 

La Tomate, Paris 
Paris,’ June 17. 

Robert Rocca and Romain Gal 
ant present a revue in three parts, 
“La Grand Parade De Paris,” with 
Rocca, Jacques Cathy, Michel 
Mery, Michel Sarraut, Jean Poiret, 
Daniele Rocca, Christiane Lasquin, 
Andre Chamonin; $2.50 cover, $1 
minimum, 

La Tomate is a chansonnier cab- 
aret. The management removed 
the seats and trusted to a revue to 
brirg in additional revenue via 
drinks This has been uccesstul 
aue to the witty goings-on, and 
fine 1ep group built here by Rob- 
ert Rocca. Chansonnier elements 
ot topical ribbing and poetry on 
current events, are kept, plus some 
good vestpocket” theatrics that 
widen the clientele of this boite to 


those looking tor an offbeat show 
It's primarily for those sveaking 
French, but visual appeal and 


movement make this worth a visit 
for tourists. 

A series of skits make up the 
first part—beginning with a clever 
takeoff on a salesman trying to 
sell a new drink which turns out 
to be suitable for shampvooing, re- 
moving spots, filling lighters and 
anything but a new drink. Fey 
mugging and timing of Jean Car- 
met make this a yock-getter. Other 
skits are also full of wit and ob- 


in for a share of the chan- 
parody and satire. 


come 
| sonnier 


servation as French pix and legit} 


} 
| 


Second is the main body of the 


show and lampoons newspapers 1n | 


general by aé_ series of rapid 
sketches on the ephemeral quality 
|of newsprint and journalist antics. 
Show winds with the uncanny par- 
/ody by Michel Serraut and Jean 
Poiret on the stuffy travel 
that infest the Gallic gab circuits 
Delivery, detached seriousness and 
the hare-brained  palaver that 
comes from this traveltalk make 
this convulsing stuff for the French 
clientele. Mitting is thunderous. 
Robert Rocca’s writing and stag- 
ing are tops and the cast works 
without a flaw. Interim piano is 
well handled by Andre Chamonin. 
Mosk. 


Eddyvs’, K. @. 
Kansas City, June 18. 
Maurren Cannon, Don Rowan & 
Dick Martin, Tony DiPardo Orch 
| (8); $1 cover. 





=e 


| Coupling of singer Maureen 
Cannon with comedians Dan Row- 
an & Dick Martin is much in the 
pattern of the previous bill. It’s 
moderdtely potent and carries suf- 
ficiently to hold biz at a satisfac- 
tory level. While it can’t be re- 
peated too frequently, combo is 
one which fits the Eddy patronage 
very well. 

Rowan & Martin are fairly new 
to the cafe circuit, having played 
together about six months and 


1 (}2): 


talks | 


Riverside. Reno 
Reno, June 11. 
Darvas & Julia, Franke Libuse & 
'Margo Brander, Marquis & Fam- 
'ily, Riverside Starlets, Bill Clif- 
ford Orch; no cover or minimum. 


A strange mixture of elements 
in the seven-minute stint of Dar- 
vas & Julia takes contortionism 
and acrobatics out of the vaude- 


ville class and puts it on a plane of | 


ethereal beauty. First element is 
| Julia’s own natural, perfectly com- 


posed = stance. While delicately 
bent ‘not contorted) in extreme 
positions, or while being flung! 


from a height of 15 feet to a thud- 
ding split, she smiles like someone 
iS Massaging her brow. As she 
stands poised, bent backward dou- 
ble, on Darvas’ outstretched arm, 
there is a_ picture of he-man 
Strength, dangerous balance and 
grace. Blurring whirls and excit 
ing tosses end suddenly with both 
members composed and unruffled 
The dance duo, although head- 
lining this show, chose not to close 
it, preferring not to follow com- 
edy. Frank Libuse is at his best 
“waiting on tables” during 20 min- 
utes before the show, but reception 
for Libuse onstage, with Margo 
Brander, is not as good 
Completely slapstick, Libuse ac- 


companies Miss Brander singins 
on piano, and this is basis for 
whole routine. Moments of Libuse 
mugeing are tunny enough, and 
occasional utter madness ‘sliding 
down grand piano lid) is too far 


and tew between. Finale to act has 


Libuse bare-armed, standing be- 
hind the femme while she sings 
Here he lets his arms serve as 
hers and spends most of his time 


up her strapless gown, wip- 
nose, and imparting a few 


pulling 
ing her 
gestures 
Marquis & Family (Gene Letroy) 
is a clever chimp act which has the 
animals jumping rope and riding 
bikes, and otherwise acting very 
human. Act to lag without 
music background. depending on 
Letroy's chatter (off-mike) to carry 
lulls. A lot more interest could be 
held with running upbeat. Best 
part of act is uninhibited clowning 
of chimps. Mare. 


seems 


Conrad Hilton. Chi 
Chicago, June 16. 
Maraie Lee, 
Seitz & Franz Loichinger 
Dick Salter), Sid Krofft, 
Herman Maricich & Dick Peterson, 


Dick Price, 
(with 


Dennis & Darlene, Eileen Carroll, | 


Frankie Masters Orch 
minimum, $1 cover 


(16) 
$3.50 


Line 


ice shows have been a 
the 


For years 
sure bet tor 


fies. Thus, it will probably hardly 
matter at all in a business way 
that this show is a bit flimsier than 
its precursors. It has talent and 
diversity enough but is paced too 
quickly and does not have the con- 


'tinnity of some of the others. 


| tions 


; Dick Price, 


Presumably playing  charades, 
the skaters enact and move their 
lips to the original lyrics by Hessie 
Smith. Naturally, all the situa- 
are lighthearted, dealing 
chiefly with boy-girl relationships, 
good conveyances for topliners 
Margie Lee, 
duo of Sonja Seitz & Franz Loi- 


| chinger. 


having previously teamed as com-, 


edy writers. Their brand of situa- 
tion gags with a song or two tossed 
in are suitable as a forerunner in 


a bill of this kind, and boys earn) 


a fair share of applause (New Acts) 
Date here is first for Maureen 
Cannon in these parts. this being 


one of several nitery dates in the | 


midwest. In running through a 
long string of songs she shows her 
TV and show biz background in 
general. Her singing musically is 
somewhat above average, but is 


embellished with stage bits, chore- | 


|of good return. She goes in large- 
ly for the rhythm numbers among 
| the old standards and special na- 
terial with a snappy tempo. all in 
keeping with her personable and 
energetic delivery. 

From a peppy “Gee. But Your're 
Swell” to open, Miss Cannon reels 
off “Carolina” in old-fashioned 
vaude stvle, “Lonesomest Gal in 
Town” as throaty bit followed by 
“Girl from Little Rock” in same 
vein. “Ain't Misbehavin’ ” holds to 


Come Home Bill Bailey” gets her 


ing mike, and she closes with a 
new special bit, “I've Beer. "own 
To Texas.” Quin. 





ography and personality to point! 


previous pace; “Sister Kate“ is a, 
parody with a shimmy; “Won't You | 


The latter, a European adagio 
team, handles the first charade 
number with brief assistance by 


Dick Salter. Their ballet on skates 
gets good reception, especially for 
the overhead Whirls and_ cart- 
wheels; and, though they appear 
several other times in the show 
the feeling is that they are not on 
long enough. 

Same hoids for terp soloists Dick 
Price and Margie Lee, each of 
whom finds occasion to perform 
graceful jetes and crosslegged 
spins. Price works to a slow blues 
and, though he falls, he recovers 
well to grab a valley of applause 
for his acro leaps. Miss Lee solos 
in leopard skin tights 
glesque which clicks with backflips 
and a prolonged spin. 

Oddly enough, one of the long- 
est stints is turned in by pup- 
peteer, Sid Krofft, whe manipu- 
lates a line of chorus terpers, a 
detachable skeleton and a burley 
queen who disrobes and gives out 
with bumps and grinds. They get 
a smattering of yocks and ap- 
plause, but Krofft gets real plau- 
dits when one of his sepia dolls 
lights and smokes a cigaret. 

Kodell has a novelty magic act 
with parakeets, which climaxes 
with a version of the Indian rope 
trick as one of the birds climbs a 
taut rope and disappears at the 
top in a puff of smoke, to heavy 
mitting. 

The only comedy act in the 
show is the team of Herman Mari- 
cich & Dick Peterson. It’s heavily 
slapstick stuff, with emphasis on 
tumbling and pratfalls as they en- 
| act two firemen trying to put out 


back to vaude era and with a rov-|a blaze. 


| Entire 45-minute show is top- 


heavy in production numbers, with | Flames are topnotch as showback- 
athe Boulevar-Dears and Boulevar- | ers and intermissioners. 


Sonja. 


and the! 


in a jun-! 


| Dons doing a total of four by 
| themselves and assisting in several 
otber acts. Finale is impressive 
| With the entire company irrides- 
' cently garbed in a Latin motif, all 
maneuvering glow-in-the-dark pup- 
pets. 


Mit. Royal Hotel, Mont) 


Montreal, June 19. 


Robert Maxwell, Martin’ Bros 
1(2), Max Chamitov Orch (8) with 
Norma Hutton, Bill Moody Trio; 
$1-$1 50 cover 
= 

The combination of harpist Rob 
ert Maxwell and the puppeteering 
of the Martin Bros. makes a neat 
hot-weather package for the 
Mount Roval Hotel's Normandie 
Room. Both acts have plaved Mon 
treal before with Maxwell making 
his second of three local appear 
ances in this handsome dining 
room, 


The Martin team takes the open 
ing slot and working on a small 
two-foot-high stage, presents some 


trim manipulating but nothing out 
of the usual groove. Duo are best 
when offering their clown se- 


quence, which is most authentic 
and believable of collection shown 


The skeleton routine seems a bit 
hackneyed with almost all similar 
outfits doing this bit, and then 


clincher, a couple of colored musi 


cians going throuch the motions of 


a jam session, fails to impress 
The patter that goes with this is 
forced and the wise-guy attitude 
(via the mike handled by one of 
the brothers) is more. belligerent 
than funny 

Maxwell on the second half has 
an act that is surefire in this pai 
ticular room and an offering that 
is adaptable to any medium. Hi 
approach is smooth and intros are 
kept to minimum, He mixes his 
tunes for socko pacing and the 
special lighting that he controls at 
the base of the harp do much to 
| boost overall values and showman 
| Ship 
| An added touch this time 
around, is the small Irish harp 


Maxwell brings onstage about mid 
way through set The 
of the instrument eliminates any- 
thing fancy, but puy does a set of 
oldies that has patrons joining in 
on all choruses and vetting him off 
| to a solid reception Newt 


Kodell; | 


Rom Soir. N. Y. 


simplicity | 


Alice Ghostley with G. Wood: 
Oliver Wakefield Mae Barnes 
Norene Tate, Jimmy Daniels 3 | 
Flames: $2 50 minineiem 


Boulevard Room, | 
as the list of 14 in succession testi- | 


Bon Soi 
j}the most profitable of Greenwich 
| Village intimeries, 
with its crew of regulars, espe- 
cially Mae Barnes, and bringing in 
some of the better names in the 
intimery belt for longish and fre- 
quent stays. Alice Ghostley is one 
of these, returning to the room at 


continues to be 


pulling ’em in 


least a couple of times a year. 
Oliver Wakefield, who's been 
around in niteries and on. the 


stage for a number of years, is in 
for the first time, though. 
| Miss Ghostley is a winning per- 


Hotel Astor, N. Y. 
Sammy Kaye Orch (15) 

'Pegay Powers, Jeffrey Clay; 
McCune Quartet; $1-$1.25 


| mune, 


with 
Bill 
mini- 


One of the few hardy perennials 
of the band biz, Sammy Kaye has 
come back to the Hotel Astor's 
Roof on a location stay through 
the full summer. It's his sixth or 
seventh repeat stand in this well- 
appointed room and Kaye kicked 


off his engagement Monday night 
(22) with a good crowd liberally 


voung highschool 
This spot, of course, 


sveckled with 
kids on a date 


was always one of the “on the 
town” faves for the juve set since 
the swing era about a decade ago. 

Kave, however, is not an ex- 
ponent of the swing idiom He 
continues to purvey his trade- 
marked brand of  sweet-styled 
music which stresses the simple 
melodic line and the easy-to-fol- 
low dance beat. It's the one formu- 
la that has paid off consistently 
over the vears and so Kave isn't 


tampering with his book 

In the revamp of the band’s per- 
sonnel last vear, Kaye has organ- 
ized a very vouthful lookin«: crew 
which is an asset. The band breaks 
down into five saxes, five brass 
and four on rhythm The ar- 
ranvement: feature a reeds-on- 
top format with oceasional staccato 


passaves from the brass all of 
Which adds up to a highly listen- 
able commercial sound 

Twiee nightly, Kaye stages his 
“So You Want to Lead a Band” 
contest with four customers trying 
out their maestroing talents It 
holds up as an amusing routine 
with Kave showing a neat ad Jib- 
bing talent in his interviews with 
the tyro conductors For this 
stand, Kave has tied up with the 
N. Y. Daily Mirror Youth Welfare 
Fund and is selling autoeraphed 
batons for $1. with the proceeds 


going to charity 
Vocal assignments 
handled by Peryy 
Jeffrey Clay. Both are adept on 
the rhythm tunes and ballads 
spotted in the band’s extensive 
book of oldies and current hits. 
Bill MeCune’s quartet supplies a 
fair brand of hoofing music as the 
relief combo, Herm 


Baker Hotel. Dallas 
Dallas. June 20 
Anne Jeffreys & Robert Sterling, 


are capably 
Powers and 


with Jay Calkins; Emile Pettt Orch 
(10): $3 cover, 

Brightest nitery act of the sea- 
son locally is another Mr. & Mrs 


one of | 


| 
| 
| 


former with an approach that has | 


verve and freshness. But her stint 
together with accompanist G. Wood 
could use some intensive work. 
Wood's minor-key arrangement of 
“When Johnny Comes Marching 
Home” has no place in the act, 
for example. However much Miss 
Ghostley might want to showcase 
her partner's work, fact remains 
that it’s a downbeat concert piece 
that just doesn’t belong in a gaily 
paced nitery turn. Pair could use 
a better opener too—a_ vacation- 
slanted parody of “You Belong to 
Me” doesn't register too well. On 
the credit side, there’s a_ piece 
about an unmilked cow and a 
slightly blue bit on a Jove affair 
that go over solidly. 


Wakefield, an English comic who 


hit the nitery belt again after 
“Two's Company” folded, does a 
monolog, humor of which stems 


from extensive dropping of words 
and phrases in mid-sentence and 
the use of non-seqguiturs and double 
entendres. Turn has severe limita- 


tions—it can't be too long, for the 
audience must concentrate to 
keep abreast of him And on 
night caught, Wakefield used 
mostly indigo material, which 
went over okay with the sophisti- 


cates in the Village but might not 
prove so fortunate in other rooms. 


Comic is funny in spots, but na- 
ture of the turn prevents it from 
being solid all the way. 

Miss Barnes continues to rock 
the house’ with her driv ng 
rhythm numbers and her drojl 


blues singing. She's standout, vo- 
cally and visually. Miss Tate turns 
in a nice songalog and some excel- 
‘lent intermission 88ing. Jimmy 
Daniels is a pleasant host and does 
lan okay singing turn. Three 


Chan, 


| 


' 


| Jeffreys 


duo, this one expertly provided by 
Anne and = surprising 
snouse, filmite Robert Sterling. 
Pair disports in a boff special ma- 
terial session. seripted by Bob 
Wright and Georve Forrest, that 
drew opening night praise and 
cueing sock biz. 

Smart, swiftly paced 
include musicomedy bits 
miming of wk 
by Sterling, and dueting via dou- 
ble mikes, all to yvood reception. 
Pseudo-marital tiffing jivens, sex- 
ilv, in hetween yab, as pair reu- 
isters all the way. Sterling's solo, 
“Girls Will Be Girls,” grabs heavy 
mitting during her costume change 
to bare-shouldered gold gown that 
adds eve-appeal via natural assets; 
this she terms her convertible 
dress: “JT lett the top down.” Bus 
sing during an “Our Day” duet 
draws bellies, as show biz tune is 
plenty sexy. Bit leads to an ova- 
tion and bevoff. Pair is backed 
solidly by Jay Calkins at the 88 

Dynamie duo is lost nitery 
field in this penultimate date. The 
Sterlings are set for CBS-TV 
“Topper” series, 39-week filming 
for Camel cigarets, on the Coast 
this summer 

Emile Petti orch 
ply satisfies terp addict: 
for a summer’s run in 
room 


Jeffrevs 


offerings 
by Miss 
pix stars 


to 


per usual 
and is 
thie nlyen 


Rar 


aiti- 
set 


Calvados. Paris 
Paris 


Los 


June 15 
Real Latinos (3); 


ivecielihi 


Charlie 
$2 


taurant. with edibles 
all night, plus pleasant  back- 
yrounding by Charlie Beal at the 
piano, make the Calvados a spot 
that has pained of Jate the 
windup place for the show biz set 
here, Its location, around the cor- 
ner from the Georges V Hotel, is 
also a help. Reasonably priced 
meals and drinks and the many 
impromptu songfests help on word- 


A full re 


as 


| of-mouth. 


' 


j 


A narrow room and bar, this has 
Beal pinpointed at the end with 
his piano and mike. Beal has nim- 
ble fingers and ingratiating deliv- 
ery as he plays oldies and requests 
| continuously until replaced by Los 
|Latinos, a earioca trio whe give 
| with the music and castanets, 

‘ Mosk. 
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Strawhat 


Second Fiddle | 


Westport, Cenn., June 23. 
Westport Country Playhouse production 
f comecy in three acts (five scenes) ay 
ary Drayton, based on Ardyth Kenne y | 
novel, ‘The Peaceable Kingdom aoe 
Betty Field; features Herbert Rudley, 
Paula Lawrence, Dorothy Donahue, Amy 
Douglass. Directed by Elmer Rice. Setting 
and lighting by Marvin Reiss At Westport 
Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn., June 
22. °53: $3.60 top 
Olaf Ecklund 
Gertrude Ecklund .... 


Herbert Rudey 
Pauline Hahn 
Judy Rice 


ertha Eeklund 
Sie I Me . Ginger MacManus 
Mrs. Sterline Dorothy Donahue 
Linne t lund Betty Field 
Brot! Bell William A. Lee 
Ingebo: en Paula Laurence 
U.S hal . Paui Ballantyne 
Mra. ¢ n Amy Douglass 
M ~ Peter Turgeon 
Halg@a ‘ Marcie Hubert 
( i t . Helen Cordes 


Mary Drayton's adaptation from 
Ardythi Kennelly’s Literary Guild 
nove! about the Mormons, “The 
Peaceable Kingdom,” is a second 
try. It was brought out early last 
vear as “Salt of the Earth,” with) 
Teresa Wright and Kent Taylor, | 
and closed on the road. 

The Westport-introduced version, | 
“Second Fiddle,” delivers some | 
amusing scenes, keyed basically to 

ie practice of polygamy; st veral 

ynpelling dramatic episedes, and 


1] 
ct 

a beautifully-integrated perform- 
ance by Betty Field ag the spirited 
No. 2 wife and mother who makes 


a vo of it against the competition | 
of her husband’s first mate and the | 


‘ | 
intrusions of the U.S. marshal. 

But this comedy of Salt Lake | 
City domestic relations in- the | 
1880's is pretty minor Americana | 


and thin theatre, a sort of life-with- | 
nama in between papa’s clandes- | 
tine visits Linnea Ecklund takes | 
life in stride and her love when | 
she can get it, bears her five chil-| 
dren and loses one, rebels when | 
Olat Ecklund gets too chicken and | 
lets her down, and finally decides | 
she loves him no matter what. 

Elmer Rice's direction occasion- 
ally punches up the meagre story 
line. Two sequences, one about the 
loss of a little girl’s bonnet and 
another an o'd lady's recollection | 
of the death of her child, made a 
deep dent at this catching. 

Miss Field completely projects 
the second-fiddle wife who does not | 
let her spirit die. Herbert Rudiecy 
is an ardent Latter-Day Saint con- 
vert husband. 

Among the standout supporting | 
players are Pauline Hahn_ as the | 
oldest of the children; Dorothy 
Donahue, a looker, as a gal who 
takes her polygamy liberally; Paula 
Laurence, an acidulous widow, and 
Amy Douglass, the aged neighbor. 
Judy Rice, nine-year-old daughter 
of the director and star, makes her 
professional debut as one of the 
Ecklund kids. 

Marvin Reiss’ 
serves efficiently. 


interior | 


single 
Elem. | 





The Tall Kentuckian 


Louisville, June 16. 
University Festival production of drama | 
fn two acts (16 scenes), by Barbara An 
derson, with music by Norman Dello Joio | 
Stars Royal Dano, Louisa Horton; features | 
Gene Lyons, Kurt Richards. Directed by 
Norris Houehton. Setting and costumes | 
by Alvin Colt; choreography and musical 
numbers, Bob Herget; mustcal director, | 
Moritz Bombard. At Iroquois Amphithea- | 
tre, Louisville, June 15, °53; $3 top. 





As a topper for Louisville’s 175th | 
anniversary of the town’s found- 
ing, University Festival, Inc., with | 
the blessing of Mayor Farnsley and | 
city fathers, opened Monday (15) | 
for a three-week run at Iroquois | 
Amphitheatre. The 3,500-seat spot 
was well filled for the teeoff, and | 
with favorable weather biz should 
be good tor the entire three weeks 

Festival show had big buildup 
sparked by legit p.a. Mary March, 
imported to handle the publicity 
chore, and the play by Barbara 
Anderson, wife of Dean Dwight 
Anderson of the School of Music, 
UL. of Louisville, made the histori- 
cal narrative vivid for localites 
Siory of “The Tall Kentuckian” is 
about Abraham Lincoln, much of it 
based on his visit to Louisville as 
the gnest of a prominent native, 
Joshua Speed. Story line takes 
up with Lincoln as a child ‘he was 
born not far from Louisville), and 
follows his life until his final as- 
sassination, 

Dramatie episodes, of which 
there are many, do not seem to 
build to a climax. In fact, the fi- 
nal tableau, with a small colored 
boy approaching the Lincoln sta- 
tue after all players have made 
their exit. is probably the most ef- 
fective piece of stage business in 
the whole play. For purposes of 
the 175th anniversary celebration, 
story turns out to be an excellent 
vehicle. Many scene changes 
make for a slow-moving plot, but 
as the story hews closely to the 





historical line, “Tall Kentuckian’ | 


will be remembered by everyone, 
adult or child, who has the good 
fortune to see it. 

Show’s tunes, mestly on the dole- 
ful side, are effectively projected 


| sung by the Negro chorus, are 
| probably the liveliest tunes in the 


land project in okay fashion. 


| isn’t going to add any artistry or 


| Theatre last evening (22) is any 


lof dialog delivery, a mean way, 


Reviews 


by Bill Pickett, local radio and TV 
baritone, who is the narrator. His 
“A Baby Was Born,” “Lincoln Went 
Back to Springfield,” “Through All 
the Villages and Towns” and “Oh 
Sad, Oh Slow the Path to Peace,” 
are well done, and register. “Sweet 


Sunny” and “Somebody's Comin’, 





show, and garne: a rousing hand. 
Norman Dello Joio, who composed | 
the score for narrator, chorus and | 
orchestra, as well as the score for | 
the ballet, turned in a topnotch | 
job. 

Royal Dano is physically and vo- 
cally an authentic Lincoln. Louisa 
Horton’s Mary Todd is likewise 
well in keeping with the character; 
Kurt Richards is good as Joshua 
Speed, while Gene Lyons makes 
much of the role of Dave Murrow, 
fictionalized character who is lead- 
er of the opposition to Lincoln. 
Others, mostly local players, han- 
dling the key roles are well typed, 


Local musical director, Moritz 
Bomhard, holds the reins over the 
orch and singers, and turns in a 
workmanlike job. Altogether, a 
real worthwhile effort for the 
town's 175th anniversary celebra- 
tion. Wied. 





Loco 
(NIAGARA FALLS, ONT.) 
Buffalo, June 23. 
“Loco.” the Dagmar- Arthur 
Treacher gift to the silo circuit, 


culture to the haylofts but, if its 
opening reception at Maude Fran- 
chot’s Niagara Falls Summer 


indication, it should mean money 
in the manger for barn operators. 

Ezra Stone gets program credit 
for the adaptation and staging, 
and allhough there is not much ut 
either in evidence an eager audi- 
ence went overboard in audible 
enthusiasm over Treacher’s clipped 
deadpan comedy and a laberious- 
ly spirited performance by the 
gusty Dagmar, This buxom blonde | 
eye-filler pays off the promise of 





lher video appearances, uncorking 


a raucous rough-and-tumble style 


with a ribald ditty and a flair for 
boitoms-down terping. 

it’s all fugitive from the play it- 
self, which is happily uninhibited 
by any adherence to the dramatic | 


j}unities, and the cast falls into, 


monologs, soliloquies, songs and | 
dances and other extraneous diver- 
tissements at will and at random, 


to the delight of a swank crowd 


which seems to have one whale of 
an evening. But the real attraction 
ot the presentation is Dagmar, who 
is off to more than a nose at the 
start, leads by plenty in the stretch 
and is out in front all evening. 
Play, written by Dale Eunson 
and Katherine Albert, was pro- 
duced on Broadway in 1946, at the 
Biltmore, by Jed Harris. Jean 


| Parker, Elaine Stritch, Parker Fen- 


nelly and Jay Fassett played the 
leads. 
Burt. 





Kaycee Starlight In 


OK Getaway With ‘Prince’, 


Kansas City, June 23. 
Third season of the Starlight 
Theatre got under way here last 
night (Mon.) with an overflow 
crowd of 7,900 in the 7,600-seat 
Swope Park outdoor theatre, to see 


the outfit's first production of ‘The | 
| Student 


Prince.” Opener on a 
seven-night run is the first of 10 


| shows. 


Lillian Murphy sang excellently 


in the femme lead; Gienn Burris | 


was firstrate as Prince Carl, and 
newcomers Fileen Echauler and 
Violet Carlson were well received. 
Ballet interlude of Melissa Hay- 
den and Andre Eglevsky in the first 
act, and the third-act ballet presen- 
tation, seored highly. 

The Starlight came up to its 
opening HKour with virtually $225,- 


000 in the till, through ticket sales | 


pursued all winter and intensively 
this spring. Production and op- 
erating budget is about $600,000. 
Richard Beyer is production direc- 
tor, 

The production staff includes Ro- 
land Fiore as musical director, and 
Sherman Frank, associate; Edward 
Reveaux, stage director, and Maury 


Tuckerman, and Anthony Ferrara, | 


associates; William Meader, stage 
manager, and Danny Franks, asso- 
ciate; Theodore Adolphus, chore- 
ographer, and Diane Marsh, assist- 


|nt; Phillip de Rosier, scenic de- 


JUNE HAVOC STAGING 
OWN STRAWHAT DATES 


June Havoc is appearing at two 
summer theatres in the role of 
Irene Elliot in ‘Affairs of State,” 
which she played on Broadway. 
She’s playing the Louis Verneuil 
comedy this week at the Pocono 
Playhouse, Mountainhome, Pa. 
After a fortnight there she'll play 
a one-week engagement with the 
Kenley Players in Barnesville, Pa., 
beginning July 6. 

Durinz week of July 13 she will 
begin rehearsals in Robert Smith’s 


icomedy, “Strike a Match,” at the 


Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., 
prior to opening there on July 20. 
Both productions of “Affairs of 
State,” as well as “Strike a Match, 
will be staged by Miss Havoc. 


‘Crucible’ Sheds 
Sets; Saves 1G 


Weekly breakayven point on “The 
Crucible,” at the Martin Beck, 
N. Y., has been cut down to about 
$11,000, following the elimination 
Monday (22) of nine stagehands. 
Reduction of backstage personnel 
resulted fzom management's de- 
cision to do away with scenery and 
utilize only props, stage lights and 
a cyclorama in presenting the of- 
fering. Move, which brought the 
operating nut down around $1,000, 
fell in line with contractual stipu- 
lation allowing for a reduction of 
stagehands in conjunction with the 
discarding of scenery, providing it 
met with approval of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees. 

The Kermit Bloomgarden pro- 





duction, which has grossed around ! 
$13.500 the past two weeks, is} 


scheduled to begin a road tour 
late in September. Play will travel 
as part of the Theatre Guild-Amer- 
ican Theatre Society subscription 
offerings. If the simplified pres- 
entation meets with approval, play 
will probably travel in that form, 
with some additional scenic pad- 
ding. “The Children’s Hour,” an- 
other Bloomgarden 

which closed last month, is also 
slated as a TG-ATS offering next 
season, 

“Crucible,” incidentally, also 
underwent some cast changes Mon- 
day. Arthur Kennedy withdrew 
from the starring role after Satur- 
day’s (22) evening performance. 
FE. G. Marshall, one of_the three 
featured players in the production, 
assumed his part. There were a 
few other switches in acting as- 
signments. 


10-Week Musical Season 





Atlantic City, June 23. 

A 10-week season with musicals 
only scheduled gets under way at 
the Gateway Musical Playhouse in 
suburban Somers Point next Tues- 
day night (30). 

Jonathan Dwtght, who last sum- 
mer operated the spot with musi- 
cals and plays, and Ezra Bell, re- 
|sort hotelman and head of the cor- 
|poration owning the Playhouse, 
| have planned a big first night cele- 
bration for the theatre. The Gate- 
way has been air-cooled, and 1,500 








ramped seats installed with an or- | 


chestra pit added. 


| Dwight, as producer, has selected 
“Carousel” as the first of the 10 
musicals, with Lawrence Mitchell, 
Bettejane Townsend, Peggy Kinard 
and Walter Born as leads. Others 
include Donald Graham, Clinton 
Anderson, Carmon Caplinger, Ethel 
| Cody, Bill Nuss, John Craig, 
George Schroeder, Jerry Newby, 
Peter Binder, Arlene Kay, Mar- 
garet Jameson, Bettejane Cocho, 
Shirley Thayer, Sheila Dowling, 
Gloria Boone, Betsy Cushman, 
Gene Hufeisen, Salljean Holroyd, 


| Lucette Bowers, Meter de Maio and | 


Bill Phillips. 
Stager is Max Fischer, with Otto 


Simetti as musical director and, 


Richard Englund as choreographer 
and danseur. 

| Meanwhile, in Atlantic City, the 
Quarterdeck Theatre will continue 
summer operation at Hotel Morton. 
| This week's offering is “The Night 


(of January 16th,” featuring Bryar- | 


|ly Lee and Leon Stevens; Sylvia 
| Sidney comes in week of June 29 


production, | 


Bowing on Jersey Shore ii 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 

Director Josh Logan received an honorary degree of master of arts 
_from his alma mater, Princeton U., last week. The citation read: 
“Joshua Lockwood Logan—an alumnus of Princeton in the class of 
1931. As an undergraduate, president of the Triangle Club. Playwright 
director and producer of many plays, including ‘South Pacific,’ for 
which he received the Pulitzer Prize. Imaginative, resourceful, vehe- 
| ment, volcanic. A doctor to the drama, he cuts out whole scenes, resets 
| parts, injects vitality and makes things move. He pushed Pinza about 
| put Mary Martin in a shower, kept Ethel Merman tough, and who but 
| Logan could bring it about that ‘Bloody Mary Is the Girl I Love?’ 4 
| disciple of the classic dramatists, he makes his audience see and fee] 
| what human nature is. For him not the director but ‘The Play's the 
ae ‘ - . 

| A pitch to prospective N. Y. visitors to send in mail orders for 
| tickets to “The Fifth Season” was made recently by the show’s -man- 
agement in one-shot ads taken in 10 out-of-town papers. Cost of the 
| project ran about $1,300. Mail response admittedly has been very 
poor, failing to compensate for the coin spent. Towns hit were Bosi9n, 
Buffalo, Rochester, Washington, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, De- 
troit, Cincy and St. Louis. Ads were placed in only one paper in each 
of the locales covered. Management placed the last of the ads Sunday 
(21) in the Chicago Tribune. ; 





| Tennessee Williams was in Paris in time to catch the Gallie version 
| of his “Rose Tattoo” before it closed for the summer at the Gramont 
Theatre. Williams okayed the adaption and Paule De Beaumont, who 
| id “Tattoo,” is now working on “Summer And Smoke,” which will 
| be done at the Theatre De L’Oeuvre next season. Miss Beaumont will 
| also do the French adaption of “Camino Real,” which Williams would 
like the Jean-Louis Barrault-Madeline Renaud Co. to do next season 
| However, Barrault has made no commitments as yet, and is waiting 
ito see the French version before deciding. E 


Brooks Atkinson was twins last Wednesday (17), doing two byline 
reviews in the N. Y. Times, one from Louisville, Ky., and the other 
from Greenwich Village, N. Y. Critic covered the June 15 Opening 
of “The Tall Kentuckian” at the Iroquois Amphitheatre, Louisville, 
and the June 16 preem of “The Scarecrow” at the Theatre DeLys 
N. Y., both reviews being published under a June 16 dateline. - 


Invitational letter to a large number of known legit backers to 
attend a special showing last week of Harold J. Heagy’s “Baby Made 
a Bu-Bu,” failed to produce much of a turnout. According to Heagv 
over 350 invitations were sent out to prospective investors, and only 
11 people showed up. The author, who's also an actor, used 10 actors 
for the reading, which was put on Thursday (18) at the Demane Stu- 
dios, N. Y. He hopes to produce the play himself. Heagy is also a 
summer theatre operator, having presented shows last vear at the 
Greenville (Pa.) Summer Theatre. He’s moving over to the Schanago 
Summer Theatre, Sharon, Pa., this summer. 


A six-week summer session in theatre for teachers, directors, actors 
and students will be offered in N.Y. jointly by the American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts and the American Shakespeare Festival Theatre & 
Academy, beginning July 6. Program will include seminars on 
Shakespeare by Lawrence Langner, stage direction and acting by 
Howard Lindsay and radio and television by Worthington Miner 
Session will be given at the Academy of Dramatie Aris. Lecturers will 
include Eva LeGallienne, Margarct Webster, Basil Rathbone Theresa 
Helburn, John Burrell, Sidney Kingsley, Mary Hunter. Jose Quintero 
| Eric Bentley, Jo Mielziner and Martin Manulis. , 








CAP'N BILLY BRYANT | ‘Brandy’ Tastes Nicely 
NOW A LANDLUBBER ‘California,’ Freud,’ ‘Will’ 
Huntington, W. Va., June 23. So-So ALT One-Acters 


Showboat impresario Billy Bry- 
The American Lyric Theatre, 


ant is on a landlubber kick these 

days. Vet showman is traveling 

with the Jimmy Hetzer production, | N- Y.. under production reins of 
“Pharoah and Moses”, which is | Robert Lenn and William Whiting, 
currently playing outdoor stands | began its second season last Wed- 
in the West Virginia area. Bryant's | nesday (17) with four one-acters, 
wife, Josephine, is also in the out-|tWo new and two old. Latter duo, 
comprising the initial half of the 


Others in the cast include Ferdie | roe Waten ca through Sunday 
|Hoffman, Arthur Ralph, Frank | _, Were “California,” musical 
| Lawson, George Kauffman, Walter | by , Gordon “ Jenkins and Tom 
| Dick’s All-American Boys, an acro | Adair, and Hop-A-Long Freud.” 
turn; Tex Orton, Roma Prima, and | SX¢tch by Tra Wallach. Lexford 
Roy Myers. | Richards comedy, “Where There's 
Producer Hetzer doubles as an | Will.” and the musical, “Brandy 
| agent in this area. | Is My True Love's Name,” with 
;musie by Martin Kalmanoff and 
| book by Atra Baer, daughter of 
Carolina Outdoor Dramas entries" ™*** "P the ovisinel 
| entries. 
° | “California” failed to stir up any 
Prep Big Getaways excitement and “Freud” has some 
Greensboro, N.C., June 23, | "vmMorous bits, but fell flat at the 
Summer is drama season in | °?4- Also, the author's endeavor 
North Carolina. The state’s five *' Satire impressed as being over- 
outdoor historical dramas are stag- | “0°. Except for Helen McCall's 
ing final rehearsals, expecting a °X¢ellent performance = “Will” 
\record-breaking influx of play- | “idn't have much to offer. “Bran- 
|goers. Well over 600,000 people |“Y had impressive moments, but 
| have seen at least one of the pro-| “ore thin in its approximately 30 
| ductions, Paul Green's “The Lost | Minutes of running time. Jim 
| Colony,” which opened in 1937 at | Beni, as a barfly, turned in a top 
| Waterside Theatre, Roanoke Is-|P¢formance, character-wise and 
| land. Pog —— who recently exited 
. a jthe cast o e Broadway produc- 
| penton ateee Watt aan me ee jtion of “Hazel Flagg,” also scored 
| in the West at B ar * on norn with a solid performance as the 
| decteen a Pome oe — brandy drinker in his youth. Plot 
1s " ‘ ' pen- line had the boozer reminiscing 
‘ing their second season Friday | ab ; od i 
(on a} out various gals encountered in 
oe Cee She an his youth, all of whom were named 
1ese Hills,” a nero- after intoxicati i si- 
' kee, will hold its first performance | cally the ~ snes aie ped 
On eg a a oe | a sang eo the merits of the 
(27). st Colony” begins | different alcoholic. beverages men- 
pa = ae By I aan” - pianist and harpist pro- 
| Rog s , runnin rough vided okay musica ompani- 
pan tg Mn was Suspended during | ment, ’ 
forld War II for coastal security 
| penmene.) ) Pee me runs through 
Wat sintete Otek eden __ | Sept. ° uture schedule in- 
, e state’s third oldest drama is | cludes the preems of “Souvenir, 
“The Sword of Gideon,” presented | musical by Rada Bercovici and 
‘on the Kings Mountain Battlefield | Martin Kalmanoff; “Enchant- 
across the South Carolina border, | ment,” adapted by Robert Charles, 











signer, and Bill Symon, business in “Angel Street,” with Luther but guided by the Kings Mountain,/and “The Real Glass Tattoo,” a 
)N. C., Little Theatre. It. 


manager, 


,}Adler costarred. 


satire. Jess. 


} > ’ 
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Barn Season Off To Sluggish Start: 


Boston, Bucks B.0. Mild; D.C. Good 


June 23. + 


Bosion, 

Hub’s strawhat season got off to 

a mild start last week with “Bell, 
Rook and Candie.” co-strring Al- 


exis Smith and Victor Jory, pull- | 


ing $6,000 into the Lee Falk-Al 
Capp-operated County Playhouse 
in nearby Framingham. House, a 
1 400-seater, scaled at $3 top, is In 
its second season. ‘Moon Is Blue,” 
starring Zachary -Scott, is current 

The enlarged South Shore Music 
Circus teed off its 10-week season 
Monday (22), with Brenda Lewis 
starring in Jerome Kern’s “Music 


the Air.” Silo season moves into 
gh gear next Monday (29), when 
e Falk-Capp-operated Boston 
Summer Theatre opens with the 
Smith-Jory “Bell, Book” vehicle, 
and Ezio Pinza essays his first 
comedy role in Molnar’s “The 
Play’s the Thing” at Falmouth 


Plavhouse 

A new group, known as the Cape 
Ann Players, headed by Howard 
Adelman, Broadway stage manag- 
é will inaugurate a 10-week sea- 
con at the little theatre located in 


the Oceanside Hotel, Magnolia, 
June 30. Comprised of 13 (resi- 
dent) Equity members, sked will 


consist of standard hits, teeing off 
with “Voice of the Turtle.” 
‘Girl’ Tepid $4,700, Bucks 
New Hope, Pa., June 23. 

Clifford Odet’s “The Country 
Girl’ grossed a tepid $4,700 at 
Bucks County Playhouse here last 
week (at $3.50 top), although act- 
ing by local favorites Ruth White 
and Ronald Telfer and talented 
work by: Jack Klugman and Ger- 
rianne Raphael drew local crix ap- 
proval. 

Playhouse opener, Ray Parker's 
“Mister Roberts,” drew 432-seater’s 
third highest gross with $6,775, re- 
check revealed. Two shows. last 
year grossed higher: “An Evening 
with Bea Lillie’ was a boff $6,941 
and Kitty Carlisle's “Lady in the 
Dark” a close $6,844. 

D.C. Area In OK Getaway 
Washington, June 23. 

D.C. area's two largest strawhat 
operations unveiled last week to 
good but not sensational grosses. 

Washington Festival opened its 
season of musicals and operettas 
at the 4,000-seat Carter Barron 

Continued on page 64) 


Expect Sellout B.0. For 
2 Operas, 1 Legiter In 
Colo. Mining Town Season 


Denver, June 23. 
Opera festival at Central City 


‘Col.) Opera House, is expected to 


be an advance sellout when the 
little 756-seat theatre, built in 
1878, opens Saturday (27) for its 


summer run of two operas and a 
Jegit production. “Carmen,” staged 


_ by Met director Herbert Graf, will 


open the season. Second opera will 
be “Merry Wives of Windsor,” 
staged by Ellmer Nagy. Leads are 
Mildred Miller and Lloyd Thomas 
Leech. Operas will run four weeks, 


to be followed by the legiter, 
hich hasn't as yet been picked. 
Central City is an old mining 
town, 45 miles west of Denver in 


the mountains. 

rhe Central City Opera House 
Assn., headed by Frank H. Ricket- 
son, Who is also prez of Fox Inter- 
Mountain Theatres, owns not only 
the opera house, but the Teller 
House, another hotel and several 
other buildings in Central City. 
‘irs. Spencer Penrose, weaithy 
Colorado Springs widow, gave 
$25.000 a few’ years ago to buy 
'wo houses to turn into apartments 
for the casts, and she and others 
‘ave given over hefty sums to keep 
the affair going. 
Any losses sustained are made 
by several Denver business 
ns 


i”. 


up 
fi) 


Chi Jock Ameche Aids 
Teenage Pitch for Barns 


Chicago, June 23. 
Strawhat producers have 
ned local disk jockey Jim Am- 
fcne in his program to promote 
ve theatre \ ith the teen-age set. 
Believing that the high cost of 
eats has kept the younger element 
“ay from dramatic productions, 

leche is issuing courtesy cards 
permitting students te buv tickets 
al a cutrate price. . 
Salt Creek. Drury Lane, Chevy 
ase, Showcase and Tenthouse 
~mmer Theatres all have enlisted 
weir cooperation. 


Five 





‘Sir’ Sellout Seen Long 
Before N. Orleans Bow 


New Orleans, June 23 


With approximately $25,000, ex- 
clusive of tax, already in the till 
for the Sept. 26 tryout opening of 


“Kind Sir’ at the Civic Theatre 
here, the play will be sold out well 
in advance of its preem date 
House can do about $37,000 for 
the eight-performance week. Take 
to date, is already larger than the 
house record of $23,500 set by 
i**‘Mister Roberts,” with Tod An- 
drews in the lead, in 1951. 
“Roberts” had a capacity of $27,- 


| 000. However, tickets for “Sir” are 
| being sold at a higher scale 
Mail orders for the Joshua Logan 


production, which will star Mary 
Martin and Charles Boyer, came 
from one ad placed June 7, plus a 


customary mail 


Todd Caters To 


| ° ‘ . 9 
 Crix For ‘Venice 


Mike Todd isn't taking 
chances On having a slew of hun- 
gry, hot and harassed critics at the 
opening of the new edition of “A 


| letter. 


Night in Venice” at Jones Beach 
(L. I.) Marine Stadium tomorrow 
(Thurs.) night. This was the case 


last year, when Todd preemed the 
show at that location. Opening 
night press reps, this time, will be 
taken out to the beach in Jimou- 
sines and upon arriva! will be par- 
tied by Todd with cocktails and a 


buffet dinners Also on hand for 
their convenience will be tele- 
phones, typewriters and teletype 
machines in the event anyone 
wants to file copy on the _ spot. 
Those on the second-night press 


list will be driven out to the beach 
in air-conditioned buses 
Major beef last vear was that 


| critics weren't given enough to eat, 
| after sufficiently whetting their 
| appetites on cocktails at the Stork 
|Club. Food dished out to them 
consisted of a sandwich and soft 
drink on the bus enroute to the 
beach. In addition, the buses were 
uncomfortably hot, and the drivers 
lost their way, causing the trip to 
last about three hours 

Tickets to the musical extrava- 
ganza went on sale Monday (22) in 
N. Y. A bus service wil be avyail- 
able to theatregoers every iiight, 
with a seat in the $4.80 section 
included in the $5 roundtrip ac- 
commodation ticket. 


Senshien Var Secies 
Stymied by House Lack 


| Norris Houghton, who returned 
to N. Y. last week after directing 
“The Tall Kentuckian” at the 


Iroguois Amphitheatre, Louisville, 
Ky., has plans for a play series 
either on or off Broadway next sea- 
son. Project, however, is depend- 
ent on acquisition of a theatre 
Houghton had originally planned 
on the Irving Place Theatre, but 
house site has since been taken 
over by Klein's department store. 

Houghton would like to put on 
five plays per season, using a dif- 
ferent cast and director for each 
‘of the offerings. He also plans on 
utilizing a permanent set capable 
of handling the needs of the varied 
productions. Houghton feels the 
presentations could be budgeted 
at around $20,000. Low tab, how- 
ever, would probably be dependent 
on union concessions. Meanwhile, 
the director is scheduled to stage 
the Westport Conn.) Country 
Playhouse presentation of Alexan- 
der Federoff's “Day of Grace,” set 
for week of Aug. 24 

Play, which will star MacDonald 
Carey, was originally directed by 
Houghton last spring when initially 


put on by the New Dramatists 
Committee. 
Grist Mill Teeoff 
Grist Mill Playhouse. Andove1 


N.J.. begins a 10-week season Mon- 
day (29) with “The Moon Is Biue.’ 
Robert E. Perry, managing direc 
tor of the barn, will appear in the 
production 

This will be the 
‘for the 786-seater. 


fourth seaso 


any 


; the 


| artistic 


"a 


Mowbray Dickering Pix 
Lead for N. Y. ‘Flameout’ 


Los Angeles, June 23. 


Alan Mowbray is mapping plans | 


for Broadway production next sea- 


son of his Air Force comedy, 
“Flameout,” which already has 
played to GI audiences all over 


the world. Script was selected by 
the Air Force for presentation last 
year and toured the GI circuit with 
an all-service-personnel cast 

Mowbray will personnally pro 
duce the play, which he authored 
from an original sketch he penned 
time ago. Currently dicker 
ing for one film name for the lead, 
he will cast the remainder of the 
roles in the east 


some 


“Flameout” has been pencilled 
in for a debut at the Shubert, New 
Haven, Nov 12-13-14 


More N.Y. Legit Hypos As 
Mayor Signs Liquor Bill, 
Avon Opens to Bookings 


Although new theatre construc: 
tion doesn't loom immediately 
result of recent N. Y. municipal 
moves to aid industry, activity 

direction has been hypoed 
by events of the past week. N. Y.'s 
Mavor Vincent Impellitteri last 
Friday (19) signed a law authoriz 
ing the License Commissioner to 
permit of liquor in legit 
houses, subject to regulations of 
that 


official 

Measure, which doesn’t apply to 
film houses, was signed over pro 
tests of various civic organiza- 
tions. It supplements 21 other 
local laws which the mayor okayed 
a week previous, modernizing the 
city’s building code to permit com 
mercial construction above’ the 
stages of existing and future the 
atres. Liquor bill now has to get 
the okay of the Alcoholic Bever 
age Control Board. 

Also on Friday (19), over 100 
persons connected with the theatri 
cal industry attended a_— lunch 
honoring Councilman Hugh Quinn 
(Queens, N. Y.) for his efforts in 
getting passage of the new local 
laws on theatre construction, 
Event was given by the Fact-Find 


as 


the 


im that 
ATA Urb 


sale 


ing Committee, composed of Amet 
ican Federation of Labor craft and 
artist unions. Solly Pernick, chai 
man of the theatre committee, pre 
sided. 

The Avon Theatre, small 740 
seat house on West 45th St., N. Y., 
may be the first to benefit by the 
new code. Bought by CBS in 1937, 
the onetime legit house was sold 


last week by the web to Abraham 
and Frederick Dreier. Former op- 


erates a national chain of 16 hotels, | 


including the Piccadilly and Plym 
outh in N. Y. Building will be 
available for legit, said Dreier, who 
is also planning to build an office 
structure above it in line with the 
new laws passed. 

Another onetime legiter now 
available for stage presentations 
is the Belasco, N. Y., owned by 
Shuberts, which has been 
leased to NBC since 1949. Web 
now will use the house on Mon- 
days only, for one year, starting 
July 15, so it can be booked for 
legit the rest of the week. 


PREMINGER TO STAGE 
N. Y. OPERA’S “TRIAL’ 


Otto Preminger, co-producer and 
director of “The Moon Is Blue,” 
both on Broadway and in the film 
version, will make his bow as opera 
stager when he puts on composer 
Gottfried von Einem’s “The Trial” 
at City Center, N. Y., for the N. Y 


City Opera Co., this fall. “The 
Trial,’ based on the Franz Kaika 
novel, will be heard Oct. 22 in its 
U. S. preem. It will be done in 
English, in a version by Thomas 
Martin. 

Preminger was engaged by Jo- 
seph Rosenstock, opera company's 


director. Move continues 
the flow of legiters to opera as di- 
rectors, Which manager Rudolf 
Bing ‘inaugurated at the Metropoli 
tan Opera by his use of Garson 
Kanin, Alfred Lunt, Margaret 
Webster and others. 


‘Hornpipe’ Ready for Fall 

Maxwell Anderson, now in Cal- 
ifornia working with Rouben 
Vlamoulian on the final revisions 
of their musical, “Devil's 
pipe,’ writes his associates in the 
Playwrights Co. that the piece will 


be reacy for autumn production 
Mamowlian, who is co-author of 
the book. wili also direct; A)bli 


Wrubei has done the music. 


| 


Horn-| 


‘Union Concessions 





Plan Nine New Revue Bits 
For ‘Money’ Show on B’way 


Material 
to be presented at the 
Beach ‘(Me.) sum 


mer, will be utilized by Edward 
Gould in the production of a second 
edition of “Two For the Money,’ 
which he originally produced in 
1941, and plans to bring to Broad 
Way 
by 


irom nine new revues 
Old Orchard 


Playhouse this 


this fall rheatre, operated 
Gould for past three sum 
mers, will begin its season 
30) with This Crazy 
Sketches and blackouts for 
vues will be done by Gould 
Leiberman and Jack Denton. Phil 
Ellis and Frank Estonow will sup 
ply the music and lyrics. Choreog 
raphy will be handled by J. Flash 
Riley. 


the 
Puesday 
World 
the re 
Jerry 


Company members include Ralph 
Lowe, Debbie Haines, Linda Are 
lvn, Susanne Bernard, Vicie Hayes 
lony Notice, Danny Carroll 
Midge Cox 


and 


Bernardine 2-Ply 


“Bernardine,” which may tour 
the midwest this fall under the 
| Joint auspices of Guthrie MeClin 
| tic and Stanley Gilkey, will be sent 
;Out as a package this summer by 
Willard Merrill and Jim MeKen 
zie, operitors of the Dobbs Ferry 
(iN. Y. Playhouse. Play will have 


three principals and two alternat 
ing Supporting casts 
will Vicki 
Johnny Stewart and 
kins Latter is the 
Osgood Perkins 
dentally, is the only 
trio who appeared in the 
sroadway production 


Hleading the 


lineup be Cummings, 


Pe 
late 
inc) 
of the 
original 


Anthony 


son of the 
Stewart 


membe I 


There will be seven 
members in each of the alternating 
casts, with the various 
played supplementing the packape 
with eight resident members A}- 
ternate supporting cast falls in line 
with Equity’s five-day rehearsal 
ruling. Among the original Broad 
way performers set to appear in 
the alternating casts of the Silo 
presentation are Girard = Giilen 
Frank Valenza, Warren Berlinger 
and Richard Castle. Before being 
sent out on the rustic circuit, the 
play will be directed by 
| Frankel Alex Baron is slated 
travel with the show as advance 
director, j3arn production will be 
put on sans scenery, but with 
props and a cyvclorama., 
dates for the offering are Clinton 
(Conn.) Playhouse ‘Aug. 10), Grist 
Mill Playhouse, Andover N. Jd 

Aug. 17) Ogunquit Me.) Play 
house (Aug. 24) and Bar Harbor 
(Me.) Playhouse (Aug. 31) 

It's understood that 
who produced the show on Broad 
way, has been interested in seeing 
the play done without scenery and 
may follow that pattern if he tours 
the show this fall. Incidentall) 
Gilkey wus general manayer of the 
N. Y. presentation 


Wing Sets Summer Sked 
For Hinterland Beat 


Wing has 
project to 
university 


VicClintic 


American Theatre set 
up a new summer 
Broadway in with 
community theatres. Project) will 
involve 10 courses for college fat 


ulty and little theatre members, in 


lie 
and 


a five-week session from July 20 
to Aug. 22 

Most sessions will be eminags 
and conferences Lee Strasberg 
will conduct a course in theatre 
research. Ted Apstein will head 
up a drama writers conference 
Ben Kranz will handle stage man- 
agement, and Strasberg Siage di- 


rection. Kermit Bloom¢garden and 
Oliver Sayler will jointly conduct 
a theatre producing and publicity 
course. Gilbert Seldes will head 
up a TV course, and Bert Briller 
a technical course on station man- 
|avement and operation. Helen 
Tamiris will give a course in 
' choreography. 


# Concessions by 


supporting | 


strawhats | 


Aaron | 
to | 


Tentative | 


Aid Off-B'way 


To Flourish As Legit Showcase 


various theatri- 
cal unions are permitting the off- 
Broadway beat to flourish as a 
showcase for talent and plays. Due 


to these various discounts, off- 
Broadway can often challenge 
Main Stem showcases in talent 
and product” offered Standout 


among the operations are Theatre 


De Lys and the Circle-in-the- 
Square, both in Greenwich Vil- 
lage. Also operating under union 


concessions are the American Lyrie 


Cheatre and Lemonade Opera. For- 
met located on West 57th St., 
While the latter is another Village 


operation 


Reduced rates for these ventures 
include $25 weekly pay- 
ment to performers, with $5 per 
day for rehearsal time. Assn. of 
Theatrical Press Agents & Man- 
agers allows one man to function 
as both general manager and press- 
agent for approximately $105-$125 
weekly. The stagehands’ union al- 
lows one or two men to work for 
each of these off-Broadway houses 
for a weekly stine nd of about $105- 
$132 apiece. A treasurer is em- 
ployed at $90 a week. Concessions 
are also made by scenic de- 
signers’ union 

Of the four 
Is currently 


generally 


the 


theatres, the 


series 


de Lys 
of 


offering a 


four plays, each being presented 
for one week, Terese Hayden is 
producing the series, which went 
into its third week yesterday 
(Tues.) with “School For Scandal,” 
to be followed by “The Little Clay 
Cart.” Circle-in-the- Square, which 
ran “Summer And Smoke" for 
over a year, is currently offering 
“The Grass Harp,” which opened 
last month, The Lemonade Opera 


is currently presenting a new 
zartean work tagged “Don 


Mo- 


Pedro," 


and the American Lyric Theatre 
opened its second season last 
Wednesday (17) with four one- 
acters. Latter operation is under 
auspices of Robert Lenn and Wil- 
liam Whiting. Former recently ex- 
ited the Broadway cast of “Hazel 
Flagg.” 

“The World of Sholom Alei- 
chem,” which ran for three weeks 
last monch at the Barbizon Plaza, 
N. Y¥., with Morris Carnovsky and 
Howard da Silva as leads, also op- 
erated under union concessions 
Production is slated for a seven- 
week return engayement begin- 
ning Sept. 11. The De Lys, inei- 
@entally is hypoing its attrae- 
tions with name Broadway per- 
formers These include Helen 
Craig, Patricia Neal, Eli Waliach, 
Sono Osato and Kay Medford 


Strawhat Setup Spreads 
To South Carolina With 
Boff Myrtle Beach Bow 


Myrtle Beach, S. C., June 23 

An ambitious new show business 
venture got under way here Satur- 
day (20), with successful opening 
of John van Druten’s “Bell, Book 
and Candle,” at the Carolina Cir 
cle Theatre, located in Ocean For- 
est Hotel, Audience 
enthusiastic 


bucked 


reaction. was 
entirely by Carolina 
money, headed by William Ander- 
son and W Griswold Smith. 
Greensboro, N. C., industrialists, a 
corporation was established, with 
cooperation from the local Ciham- 
ber of Commerce, to provide 
Broadway entertainment in_ this 
fashionable southern town 
halfway on the New Miami 
hop 


They, along 


resort 
York 


with producer Wyatt 
Diekerson, Jr rented a hall in 
the Ocean Forest Hotel, installed 
lighting equipment and had stadi- 
built around the 
floor-level stage The 
s of the jnvesiment may 


um-type seats 
miniature 


er'ousne 


be illustrated by the fact that the 
air-conditioning unit alone cost 
the backers some $20,000 

fhe company consists of six 
actors ‘Joan Gray, Dale Engle, 
thodelle Heller, Robert Webber, 
Johanna Douglas and Douglas 
Rutherford); a technical staff of 


three, and the producers’ four-man 
staff. All but one of the actors 
appeared on the Broadway stage, 
while their youthful director, 
James Winslow, had worked in 
summer stock before 

Producer and backers also made 
sure of a real draw by hiring 
Broadway and Hollywood stars to 


(Continued on page 65) 
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Le it 
Yul Brynner, who resumed his | 
starring role in “The King and I 
(St. James, N. Y.) Monday (22) af- |! 
ter an 1l-week leave of absence, | 
resigned from the governing board 
of Actors Equity, post to which he 
was recently elected John 
Swope and his actress wife Doro- | 
thy McGuire, operators of the Ac- 
fors Theatre, La Jolla, Cal., have 
received okay from Saint Subber, 
Rita Allen and Archie Thompson, 
producers of “My Three Angels,” | 
to present the attraction at their | 
theatre week of July 1... Patricia | 
Wilkes, Rosalind Russell's under-| 
study in “Wonderful ‘'own,” has 
been given leave of absence to ap- | 
pear as the lead femme in Howard | 
Hoyt’s strawhat package produc: | 
tion of “Call Me Madam.” 
Gene Raymond will appear on | 
Broadway next season in H. Clay 
Blaney's production of Bruce 
trighton’s “Be Quiet, My Love, 
with Herbert Kenwith directing . 
Catherine Van Buren has taken 
over Catherine Ayers’ role in | 
“Porgy and Bess,” during latter's 
six-week leave of absence... “One | 
Foot to the Sea,” new play by 
Harold Levitt, will preem_ off- 


Broadway at the Originals Only | 
Playhouse, beginning July 1 ' 
Valerie Bettis, whose last Broad- | 


Way appearance Was five years ago | 
in “Inside USA,” returns next se4- | 
son in “The Frogs of Spring,” in | 
which she'll be featured with An- 
thony Ross, Hiram Sherman and 
Barbara Baxley. Also contracted 
for the show, which will be tried 
out on the summa circuit, are Lou 
Gilbert, Roland Wood, Melanie 
York and Heywood Hale Broun. 

Alec Guinness negotiating with 
the producers of “My Three An- 
gels” to star in a London produc- 
tion of the play ... Charles Pot- 
kay, Jr., 14-year-old organist-tap- 
ster, who's been appearir, with 
the (Buddy) Barnes Camp & Hos- 
pital shows for the past two years, 
has been signed for Elizabeth 
Miele’s “Can You Dance?,” slated 
for Broadway in the fall . . . Title 
of Janet Green’s meller, scheduled 
for the Playhouse, N. Y., week of 
Oct. 26, has been changed from 
“Murder Mistaken” to “Gently 
Does It,” with the subtitle of “A 
Study in Murder”... Roy Roberts 
has taken over Walter Abel’s role 
in “Carnival in Flanders,” current- 
ly trying out in Philly. A new first 
act was written by Dorothy Fields 
and her brother Herbert. Latter 
co-authored the show with George 
Oppenheimer, Miss Fields was 
called in to help doctor up the 
script when Oppenheimer bowed 
out because of a disagreement on 
script revisions. Roger Adams, 
who wrote all the incidental music 
for Maurice Evans’ TV debut in 
“Hamlet,” has been signed to write 
additional ballet music for the 
offering .. . Naney Hale plays the 
nurse in the “Mr. Roberts” produc- 
tion which opens at Las Palmas 
Theatre, Hollywoed, tomorrow 
(Thurs.) 

Dor Taylor will play the male 
lead in the La Jolla (Cal.) Play- 
house production of “I Am a Cam- 
era’ which opens June 30 with 
Dorothy McGuire starred Pasa- 
dena Playhouse production of “Mr, 
Roberts’ moves to Las Palmas} 
Theatre, Hollywood, tomorrow | 
(Thurs) with Byron Palmer taking | 
over the lead in the Dave Siegel- 
Harry Bernson presentation Paul | 
Klein, ad exec for Blaine-Thomp- | 
son, celebrates his 25th wedding | 
anniversary today (Wed.) . 
erine Barnes, wife of Irving Barnes, 
of “Pergy and Bess,” out of the, 
hospital after a short illness. 

Company manager Irving Becker | 
now convalescing at home after an’ 
Operation, and grateful to all his 
friends for their hosp calls and 
gifts.. The New York Foundation, | 
headed by David Heyman, gave a 
Srant of $25,000 to N.Y. City Cen- | 
ter, bringing total of Center's drive | 
for funds to $125,000. Board chair- | 
man Newbold Morris announced 
that as a result of the drive thus 
far, a new season for the Center | 
was definite for the fall. Drive will | 
80 On with 200G as goal. 

American National Theatre & 
Academy, at meeting of its new 
national board last week, elected 
Robert W. Dowling as chairman of 
the board; Clarence Derwent, pres- 
ident; Sawyer Falk, Ist veepee: | 
Peggy Wood, 2d veepee; Benjamin 
Kaye, 3d veepee; Richard Hoover, 
4th v.p.; George Freedley, secre- 
tary, and Roger Stevens, treasurer. 

Jay Barney, from the original 
Broadway cast of “The Grass 
Harp,” is now playing Judge Char- | 
ley Cool in the Circle-On-the- | 
Square, Greenwich Village, N.Y..| 
production ... Stewart Chaney 
signed with Bill Doll to do the set- 





tings for “Sherlock Holmes,” new | at Eddie Rich's Sacandaga ee | tial Pace gives it a gay flavor. 


adventure play which goes into re-' 


Bits 
hearsal Sept. 7 with Basil Rath- 
bone in the lead role. 


Liska March, currently co-pro- 
ducing 


the repertory series at) 


j 


Theatre de Lys, N.Y., has optioned | 


“Madame Thirteen,” by Hugh Fel- 


‘lows and Howard Richardson, for 


production next fall. Miss March, 
former Ziegfeld Follies girl, was 
production associate on last year’s 
‘Dark Legend” and “The Victim,” 
at the President Theatre, N.Y. 
Mischa Auer accepted invite. to ap- 
pear opposite French star Elvire 
Popescu in ‘“‘Tovarich,” which will 
open a run in Paris Sept. 13. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner flew to 
Paris Saturday (20), to write a Se- 
ries of articles on the Paris of yes- 
terday and today, for Reader’s Di- 
gest. She'll also discuss London and 


| will 


| light classics, plus a group of songs 


Paris offers to present her ‘Paris | 


'90”" there later this year. 
turns to New York July 30 


She re- 


| Vern Armstrong will be the new | 


business manager for Dallas The- | 


atre '53 when the group opens its 
fall season in November. 





Barn Notes 


Charles Peters, who directed 
Charleston (W. Va.) Summer Play- 


| ers, 1948-51, and alse directed the 


Theatre, is new as- 
Bucks County 


W. Va. State 
sistant treasurer alt 


| Playhouse, New Hope, Pa. Property 
Joan De! 


manager at Bucks is 
Keyser, who had the same job at 
the East Rochester (N. Y.) Famous 


Artists Country Playhouse last | 
summer . New apprentice at 
Bucks County Playhouse is Pat 


Kelly, daughter of Pressagent 
Beverly Kelly. 

Chester Stratton, Philippa Bev- 
ans, John Vivyan, Katherine Mes- 
kill and Shirley Standlee have join- 
ed cast of “Sailor's Delight,”’ which 
will be seen at the Westport 
(Conn.) Country Playhouse week of 
July 6. Harry Ellerbe is directing 


KATHRYN GRAYSON SET 
FOR 1ST CONCERT TOUR 


Kathryn Grayson has been set 
for a longhair concert tour by Co- 
lumbia Lecture Bureau in its spe- 
cial attractions division. Initial 
concert tour of the actress-singer 
be limited to next October- 
November, for 20 to 24 dates. 
These will be booked across the 
country under personal direction 
of Eastman Boomer, Columbia vee- 
pee. 

Tour will be given in regula 
concert halls, with Miss Grayson’s | 
program made up of classics and 





from her pix. 





Union Ruling Winds 
Smith’s London Stay 


London, June 23. | 
Canfield Smith, featured in} 
Tom Arnold and Emile Littler’s re- 
vue, “Three Cheers,” which closed 
at the London Casino Saturday | 
(20) after four months, sails for | 
New York on the Ile de France to- 
morrow (Wed.). 


Smith could have stayed in Eng 


land for at least 20 more weeks 
having had several vaude and 
nitery offers. But ruling is that 


when an artist is brought over for 
a show, he or she is not permitted 
to accept any more work after that 
show folds. 

In Smith’s case, the Ministry of 
Labor was quite willing to permit 
him to stay on indefinitely, provid- 


|ing the Variety Artists Federation | 


this adaptation by Lawrence Lang- | 


ner of an original play by Peter 
Blackmore, first produced in Lon- 
don under the title ‘‘Miranda,”’ and 
which later became a Parisian suc- 
cess. 

Edward Andrews will be fea- 
tured in the Donald Cook role in 
“The Moon is Blue,’ June 29, at 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge. 


Doris Patston will repeat her orig- | 


inal role in “Gigi” at the same 
stand, Aug. 17. Alan Hewitt has 
been engaged as featured support 
to Francesca Bruning in “Jane,” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


| Lord Ravensbane , 

| Cynthia Merton 
| Captain Bugby 
| Minister Dodge 


July 27, at Stockbridge .. . Stan-| 
ley Phillips has been signed 
to direct “I Am a Camera,’ 


starring Veronica Lake, for a tour 
of summer theatres. Phillips is also 
slated to direct the topical musical, 
“Take It From Here,” planned for 
fall production. 


Nydia Westman and Janice Mars. 


signed for featured role in “Arms 
and the Man,” starring Marlon 
Brando... Penn Playhouse, Mead- 
ville, Pa., begins its season Mon- 
day (29) with “You Can't Take It 
With You” Ella Raines will 
appear in “I Am a Camera” at the 
Clinton (Conn.) Playhouse week 
of July 
Augusta, Mich., begins an 11-week 
season June 23 with ‘Stalag 17” 

. . Buck Kartalian and Barnet 
Biro will appear in the Wayne 
Morris company of “Mister Rob- 
erts” at the Ivorytown (Conn.) 
Playhouse. Both appeared earlier 
this year in the touring produc- 
tion of the show. 

Lead roles in Chi's Music Thea- 
tre version of “Carousel” will be 
taken by David Atkinson and Mary 
O'Fallon. Show open June 30 


conducting an apprentice program 
this season, 


will appear in “Southern Expo- 
sure,” which opens June 23 for one 
week. 


0. lh BO Theatre, | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


{ 
| 


employing 10 drama) the 
students in its productions. All 10, bolism. 


| 


was agreeable, which they were | 
not, claiming there were plenty of 
English comics to take his place. 


Off-B’way Show 


The Searecrow 
Terese Hayden (‘in association with | 
Liska March?) presentation of drama in 
three acts by Percy MacKave. Directed 
by Frank Cosaro. Setting by William and | 
Jean Eckart. At Theatre De Lys, N.Y., 
June 16, “53; 83 top. 
Goody Rickby . ; ~eeee Patricia Neal 
Dickon beseccctsndce Ge. Taeon 
Rachel Merton ........... Anne Jackson | 
Ebenezer Milton Carney | 
Richard Talbot Bradford Dillman | 
Justice Merton Milton Selzer 
Douglas Watson 
‘ Mary Bell 
‘ Albert Salmi 
Alan MacAteer | 
Zita Rieth | 
Harold Preston | 
Sybil Baker 
Eavan O'Connor | 
Ed Williams 
. Stefan Gierasch 








Mistress Dodge 
Sir Charles Reddington 
Mistress Reddington 
Amelia Reddington 
Rev. Master Todd . 
Micah . ian. bhewe 

In the second offering of its) 
four-play repertory season, Terese | 
Hayden's players are able to wipe 
out the sad memories of the kick- 
off production, “Maya.” “The, 
Scarecrow” is ‘Maya's’ senior by | 
17 years (it was produced on, 
Broadway in 1911), but it retains, 
some charm for modern-day audi- | 
ences. Not enough, however, for a 
Broadway repeat. | 

As an off-Broadway presentation 
is shapes up as a topflight theatre- 
piece for legit historians and an 
excellent showcase for the pro 
thesps banded together by Miss: 
Hayden. Producer has cast it with, 
a keen eye and William and Jean 
Eckart have set it with taste and 
imagination. 

Percy MacKaye's’ fantasy’ of 
witchcraft and deviltry in pre- 
Colonial New England gets off to 
a flying start in the opening act. | 
The humor is sharply whimsical 
and sprinkled with high farce. Fol-! 


| 
| 


j 


| 


o. Kath. | Chevy Chase strawhatter, Chi, is! lowing two acts also have comieal 


highpoints, but for the most part 
play bogs down in its sym- 
Plot revolves about the 
love between a scarecrow turned 
into a “man” by Satan and a love-, 
ly earthling. Through love the 


Betsy von Furstenburg signed | Scarecrow is able to shake loose | 
for role in Gant Gaither’s new from the devil's power. His escape 


play, “The Long Street,” which 
will try out at Sea Cliff, L.1., Sum- 
mer Theatre, Aug. 31 Margaret 
O’Brien opened a summer tour 
Monday (22) at the Norwich 
(Conn.) Summer Theatre, in ‘Kiss 
and Tell.”...Clyde Waddell and 
James Costigan will be featured 
in support of Peggy Ann Garner in 
“The Moon Is Blue” at John Hunt- 


ington’s Spa Summer Theatre, 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., week of 
@uly 6. 


Ray Middleton will sing role of 
Ben Rumson in “Paint 
Wagon,” the final Dallas State Fair 
Musical, Aug. 17... .Eleanor Lut- 
ton sings the role of Julie in “Show 
Boat,”” which opens the summer 
season at the Neptune Music Cir- 
cus in Asbury Park, N. J., Satur- 
day (27) for a 10-day run... June 


Your | 


| hits with 


Dayton and Dean Harens will be} 


teatured in support 
Scott, in “The 


of Zachary 
Moon Is Blue.” 


opening attraction next week (29) | 


Theatre, Sacandaga Park, N. Y. 


results in death, but in closing 
minutes of his life he becomes a 
man with soul and heart. 

As the scarecrow in guise of a’ 
man, Douglas Watson turns in a 
masterful performance. The high- 
ly comie and deeply serious moods 
of the part are projected with 
style. Through Watson's portrayal, 
the drama’s gaiety and symbolism 
are expertly conveyed. Patricia 
Neal, who virtually disappears af- 
ter the first act, plays the local 
witch in cahoots with the devil 
with an uninhibited gusto. Eli Wal- 
lach’s devil is too flamboyant to 
hold up through the three acts. He 
startling impact in the 
opening segments but his charac- 
terization lacks the shadings to 
sustain interest. Anne Jackson. as 
the scarecrow’s vis-a-vis. is warm], 
appealing. ; 

Support, headed up by 
Salmi, Stefan Gierasch. Milton 
Selzer and Bradford Dillman, is 
excellent. Frank Cosaro’s directo- 


Albert | 


Gros. 


| Petina, opened last 


| (Md.) 


| : 
pulled in 


Wednesday, June 24, 19353 








Amphitheatre in Rock Creek Park 
with a handsomely-mounted pro- 
duction of “Show Boat.” Opus 
drew slightly over $30,000 through 


| the wickets at a $3.60 top. Abso- 


lue capacity fer the huge bowl 
would be in the vicinity of $59,- 


000, but no one expects anything | 


like that. 


“Merry Widow,” Irra 


(22) for 


starring 

night 

a one-week stand. 
Players, Inc., the graduate off- 


shoot of Father Gilbert V. Hartke’s | 
of speech and drama at! 


school 
Catholic U., 
its first 


lifted the curtain on 
season at nearby Olney 
Theatre with $3,500 in the 
till for the first half of a two- 
week run of Shaw's 
Superman.” 


Barn Season’s Start 


Continued from page 63 


“Man And | 
Troupe is buttressed | house 


i ness in a trail 


and acts and narrates for thé Penn. 
Sylvania State Motion Picture Co 
of which her husband is directo; 
and writer. 

Betty Lou Morgan, formerly of 
the Quarterdeck Theatre, Atlant). 
City, will be business manager o{ 
the group for the 10-week season. 


| Rehearsals were slowed down last 


week when Joseph Bird, of Clear. 
field, was subpoenaed by the Cook 
County court in Chicago as a wit- 
there. Bird has a 
major supporting role in the f 
play. 


Maine Barns Set 
Surry, Me., June 23 
Charles O. Carey Productions 
opens the season at the Surry Pia,- 
here tonight (Tues.) wiih 


with several stage imports from “The Male Animal.” Resident lead- 
New York for lead roles. Olney re-}| ing man for the season is Laurence 
ports an advance ticket sale of! Haddon. 


| over $6,000, including sales to sea- 
| son subscribers. 


‘Roberts’ $1,550, Braddock Hts. 
Braddock Hts., Md., June 23. 
The Mountain Theatre 
$1,550 last week 
“Mister Roberts,” 

Take set a 
offering at 


record for a 
the house, 


preem 
Show ran 


(17) to Saturday (20). Seats sell 
for $1.80, with season ticket buyers 
getting seven shows for $10. Play 
is being held over an additional 
week. 

Theatre, which has been 
tioning for 15 years, is being man- 
aged this season by Howard Atlee. 


Sally Christenberry, daughter of| ford, June 
N. Y. State Boxing Commissioner! Charles 


{ 
Harbor, 


The Bar Harbor Playhouse, Bar 
Me., opens July 6 with 


Wayne Morris in ‘Mr. Roberts,” 


ito be follawed by ‘“‘The Moon Is 
| Blue,” with Dennis McCarthy. 


here | 
with | 
its opening bill. | 


} 
4 
' 


Tunc- | 


: ; ‘rating in 
at the 479-seater from Wednesday | QP&'4iine ce . ; 
e ay | day (27) under “The Great Lakes 


Saginaw, Mich., Setup 
Theatre Associates, newly-formed 
pro summer theatre group, begins 
Saginaw, Mich., Fri- 


Drama _ Festival” 
was formed by James_ Wyler, 
Frank A. Picard 2d and Kenneth 
A. Schwartz. Wyler is the opera- 
tion’s business manager. Barn will 
offer a 10-week season, with 
“Dream Girl” as initial production. 

Company includes Hazen Git- 
Henry, Joseph Barr, 
Aidman, Future Fulton, 


banner. Group 


Robert K. Christenberry, is Atlee’s; Val Avery, Lynn Michaels, Fran- 


assistant. 





Elitch Starts With ‘State’ 
Denver, June 23. 
Elitch Gardens summer stock 
opened Sunday (21) with a packed 
house, and it looks like a good 
year, with season ticket sales run- 
ning normal or just a little bet- 
ter. Prices are 80c to $1.80 for 


Sunday night and Wednesday mat- | 
| ines, 80c to 


$2.50 other nights. 
Opening with “Affairs of State,” 
it will be followed by “Midsum- 
mer.” Season runs 10 weeks. 
George Somnes is back for his 
15th year as director. In the cast 


are Whitfield Conner, Haila Stod- | 
Straub, 


John 
! Nancy 
Dickerson, 


dard, Brook Byron, 
Donald McClelland, 
man, Donald 


Cush- 


Jacque- | 


| 





} 
| 


ces Carson and Robert Ellenstein 
Patricia Benoit, who’s appeared as 
Wally Cox's girl-friend on the “Mr 
Peepers” TVer, is slated to appear 
in two of the group’s productions 

Presentations will be put on at 
the Saginaw Community Theatre. 


Sidney-Adler in ‘Angel’ 
Atlantic City, June 23. 
Sylvia Sidney and Luther Adler 
will co-star in the Arena Guild pro- 


| duction of “Angel Street” at Jona- 
| than Dwight’s Quarterdeck Thea- 


| 


} 


line Holt and Ken Raymond, with | 


Harry Cummins as scenic 
Arnold Gurtler Jr., is 
manager this year. 


artist 


‘Celia’ Bow In New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., June 23. 


Theron Bamberger will present 
Jessie Royce Landis in “Celia,” 
new murder-mystery by George 


Batson, in a pre-Broadway engage- 
ment at the Bucks County Play- 
house here beginning Monday 
(29). Fourth bill of the season, 
“Celia” will mark Miss Landis’ re- 
turn to the American stage after 
a three-year hiatus in London. 

Playing opposite will be Russeil 
Hardie, with Leona Maricle, Doug- 
las Taylor and Gerrianne Raphael 
also featured. Robert Caldwell is 
directing the production, with the 
setting by David Reppa. 





Mont’l Playhouse Bows 
Montreal, June 23. 


The Mountain Playhouse, sit- 
uated atop Mount Royal in the 


middle of Montreal, got off to its 
fourth season last week with 
George S. Kaufman's “Butter and 
Egg Man.” Norma Sprinford, who 
took over Montreal's only straw- 
hatter last year from Joy Thom- 
son, who started this playhouse, 
plans a 12-week season, with four 
offerings running three weeks 
apiece, 


Despite fact that ticketholders 


theatre | 


| 
| 





| 
| 


t 
| 


have to walk the last quarter of a/ 


mile, or take a horse and buggy 
‘nO cars are allowed on the moun- 
tain), the Mountain Playhouse con- 
tinues to build up a steady clien- 
tele and draw extras from the 
tourist trade, 

Jack Creley, who starred in sev- 
eral productions last year, re- 
turned from New York to do a 
cred table job as the lead in “But- 
ter and Eeg Man,” with attractive 
localite Linda Ballantyne taking 
femme honors. Sets were by Ar- 


thur Voronka, with Raphael Kelly, | 
former BBC tel@ producer, direct- | 


ing. Kelly will stay on for the Se@a- 
son, and next offering in this 200- 
Seater will be Rattigan’s “While 
the Sun Shines.” 


Green Hills Teeoff in ‘Moon’ 

; _ Reading. Pa., June 23. 

Francine Toll will make her first 
appearance here in the opening 
play, “Dark of the Moon.” of the 
3erks Plas ers at Green Hills Thea- 
tve Monday (29). She is program 


| 


|“Annie Get Your Gun.” 


tre, Hotel Morton, Atlantic City, 
for a week, beginning Monday (29). 
Adler will direct. 

After the stars finish out other 
summer theatre commitments, they 
hope to take a repertoire company 
to Israel in the fall. 


Malden Bridge Bows 
Malden Bridge, N.Y., June 23. 
“Buy Me Blue Ribbons,” comedy 

by Sumner Locke Elliott, will be 
opening. attraction tomorrow 
(Wed.) of the Malden Bridge Play- 
house. Performances will he given 
Wednesday through Monday, un- 
der Paul  Bessoud’s_ direction. 
“K. "a new opus, is to be pre- 
miered June 29. 

Other plays scheduled are “You 
Touched Me,” “Our Town,” “Char- 
ley’s Aunt,” “Love Rides the 
Rails," “The Male Animal,” “Dra- 
cula,” “Mr. Roberts,” “Detective 
yoo fl and “Bell, Book and Can- 

e. 

Curtain at the strawhatter will 
fall Sept. 7 


Stockbridge Inks Bainter 
Stockbridve, Mass., June 23. 

William Miles has signed fay 
Bainter to star in his “The Velvet 
Glove” production at the Rerk- 
shire Playhouse here, week of July 

3. Gage Clark, former resident 
player, will be Miss Bainter’s fea- 
tured support. 

Current is Elsie Ferguson's 
Strawhat bow in the new me'o- 
drama, “And Two Make Four,” by 
Courtney Abbott. Anthony Kem- 
ble Cooper is making his Playhouse 
debut as principal support to Miss 
Ferguson. 





New Saratoga Lineup 
Saratoga, N. Y., June 23 
An all new group of stars wii! 
appear during John Huntington 
seventh season at the Spa Summer 
Theatre, opening June 29 with 
Sara Dil- 
lon and Jack Dabdoub are featured 
in the package production of the 
Irving Berlin musical. Peggy Ann 
Garner fellows in “The Moon Js 
Blue.” “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” with Avril Gentles and 
Beverly McFadden, is to be the 
third production; Barry Sullivan 


; and Viveca Lindfors, in “Bell, Book 


i director ior WMAJ, State College, j 


& Candle,” the fourth. 

Uta Hagen in “The Countury 
Girl,” co-featuring Herbert Bers- 
hof and E. G. Marshall, is sc 
uled for wek of July 27; Sir Cec 
Hardwicke and Lili Darvas in “! 
and Visit.” the next week. ‘Ca 
Me Madam,” with Patricia Wi 
and Jimmy Kirkwood, will p 4! 
week of Aug. 10. To follow are 
Hil€egarde, in concert; Zachary 


a ae a ae | 


(Continued on page 65) 
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Scott and Ruth Ford in “I Am a 
Camera,” and “Carousel,” with Pat 
Northrop and Tom Rieder. 

Huntington, who is also operat- 
ing the Savoy in Asbury Park, N. 
J.. for Walter Reade, Jr., this sea- 
con, will shuttle several of the pro- 
cuctions between that and the lo- 
cal strawhat. 


Rudel’s Longhair Stints 
Cohasset, Mass., June 23. 
Julius Rudel, N.Y. City Opera 
Co. conductor who’s spending the 
<ummer as music director at the 
So 


Barn Season’s Start 


Continued from page 64 





ith Shore Music Circus, Cohas- | 


S Mass., for 11 weeks, will take 
tme off for a ftew longhair al| 

fresco stints. 
He'll baton for Viennese Night | 
25 at Lewisohn Stadium, N.Y.; 


as three Grant Park, Chi, dates 
‘one symphonic, and two for “Bar- 
tered Bride’), and will close the 
Naumburg concert series in Cen- 
tral Park, N.Y., Labor Day. 


July 
has 


Cleve. Season Und*rway 
Cleveland, June 23. 
William Van Sleet and Pau! 
Marlin opened the third season of 
their Equity strawhat at 
Falls yesterday (Mon.) with “Bell, 
Book and Candle. Cast, headed 
by Betty Bendyx, Herbert Patter- 
son and Richard Hylton, was di- 
rected by Mary Welch, stage and 
screen actress engaged to stage 10 
shows for the company. Margaret 
Bannerman, in “Black Chiffon,” is 
next, June 30-July 5. 
rroupe includes Michael Egan, 
Pat Ryan, Olive Stacey, Alexandra 
Jack and Judith Brooks, and Wil- 
liam Noffke as scenic designer. 


larvin Kline, again appointed 
general manager of Cain Park’s 
summer theatre in Cleveland 


Heights, tees off outfit’s 16th sea- 
son July 6, with “Carousel” as the 


first of four musicals. Each will be 
given 12 performances in_ the 


3.000-seated, municipally-operated, 
open-air theatre. 

Frank Hruby’s pit orchestra is 
plaving for the tuneshows, which 
include “Merry Widow,” July 20- 
Aug. 1; “Brigadoon,” Aug. 3-15, 
and “Kiss Me Kate,” Aug. 17-29. 
Production budget for series was 
raised to $125,000 this year, ena- 
bling Kline to buy more up-to-date 
stage equipment and lighting ef- 
fects. 

Rabbit Run strawhat near Madi- 
son, one of the oldest established 
barn stands in the area, has ac- 
quired Richard Scanga as new gen- 
eral manager and Samuel Meli as 
director, Both are from Pitts- 
burgh, drama directors at Du- 
quesne U. and former staff mem- 
bers of White Barn Theatre in 
Irwin, Pa. Starting their sixth 
year as a team, they tee off the 
Rabbit repertory July 8, with 
“Moon is Blue’ as tentative opener. 


Molly Picon Tryout 

Monticello, N.Y., June 23. 
Sam Zerinsky and Joseph S. 
King, who have operated summer 
siock companies in Orange Coun- 
ty in Middletown and Pine Bush 
for the past five summers, have 
switched their operations to Sulli- 
van County this year, where they 
have taken over the Monticello 
Playhouse at Kiamesha Lake with 
a star policy. 

Opening July 3 with Mischa 
Auer in “The Play’s the Thing” and 
conUnuing with Sherry Britton in 

0 and Behold” for the second 

raction, they will present a pre- 
Broadway showing of George 
Bakst’s new comedy, “Make Mom- 
ma Happy” week of July 21, with 
Molly Picon. Miss Picon hopes to 
©pen with the vehicle on Broadway 
in the fall, 





Grist Mill Pactings m 
Sally Forrest and Patsy Kelly 
Will appear at the Grist Mill Play- 
house, Andover, N.J., this summer, 
f-cn performing in a new offering. 
‘ss Forrest will play in Winifred 


| head the cast 





Wo fe’s comedy, “Three Stories | 
High while Miss Kelly is set for 
_ ith Time,” revue produced by 
Koy Golden. Shows will be put 
on. respectively, weeks of Aug. 10 
and Aug. 24. 


_ atricia Englund, daughter of 
and Dick Moore have been signed 
Bn barn’s opener, “The Moon 
3d Manistee, Mich., Season 
Chicago, June 23. 


_ Third season of the Manistee 
pen.) Summer Theatre opens on 
‘ 8 with “Personal Appear- 
..*  and will continue through 


Sust_ with weekly changes of 

®. Profits, as is the custom 
_ '©, are used for the preserva- 
_On of the Ramsdell Opera House, 


. ocal landmark wherein the 
awhat productions are held. 

‘“ ‘adge Skelly is managing direc- 

*, John MacEachron technical di- 


which bows Monday (29). | 


| ‘Prince’ $4,620 Ft. Wayne 
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rector, and Robert Lee stage man- 


ager. Other plays listed are “Vel 
vet Glove,” “Three’s A Family,’ 
“Dark Tower,” “Father of the 
Bride,” “Philadelphia Story,” “Re- 
becca” and “Arsenic and ld 
Lace.” 


’ 


Niagara Falls Setup 
Buffalo, June 23. 


Producer Maude Franchot and 
managing director Herman Kra- 
witz have completed staff of the 


Niagara Falls Summer Theatre, 
which opened yesterday (22) with 
Dagmar and Arthur Treacher in 
“Loco.” 

Edward Greenberg is stage man- 
ager; Myron K. Weinberg, assist- 
ant stage manager; Penelope Gel- 
dart, scene designer, and Gertrude 
Allen, production manager. 








i 
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of each scheduled 
play. Previously, there were only 


° i amateur shows in Myrtle Beach. 
Chagrin |} . 


The season is scheduled to run 
from gune 20 to Sept. 9, and al- 
most the entire program is already 
set. A different play will be shown 
each week. 


Following “Bell, Book and Can- 


dle,” which opened Saturday with 
Robert Preston and Catherine 
Craig in the leading roles, the 


program lists “Philadelphia Story,” 
with Louise Allbritton, June 


ney Blackmer and Suzanne Kaar- 
en, July 7-12; “Gramercy Ghost,” 
with John Dall, July 14-19; “I Am 
A Camera,” with Veronica Lake, 


July 21-26; “Her Cardboard Lover,” | 


with Lisa Ferraday, July 28-Aug. 2; 
and “Summer and Smoke,” with 
Joan Gray; “The Moon Is Blue,” 
with Joan Gray and Robert Web- 
ber, and three more to be set. 

There is practically no competi- 
tion here. There are no real night 
clubs to speak of, with the pos- 
sible exception of the Ocean For- 
est Hotel’s Marine Patio; motion 
picture houses are few, and, above 
all, there is practically no tele- 
vision audience in the area. 


With the present eight perform- | 


ances per week schedule, includ- 
ing Saturday and Sunday matinees 
(there is no performance on Mon- 


days), the company will break 
even with an approximate gross 
of $6,000 per week. The house 


holds 456 persons, and a full house 
at evening prices ($3.60-$1.80) 
would bring around $1,100. Mati- 
nee rates are $3-$1.20. 


‘Bloomer Girl’ $42,000 
In St. Louis Al Fresco 


St. Louis, June 23. 

“Bloomer Girl,” with cast headed 
by Priscilla Gillette, John Tyers, 
Olive Reeves Smith and Joe E. 
Marks,. wound up a_ seven-night 
frame in the Municipal Theatre 
Assn.’s al fresco playhouse in For- 
est Park Sunday (21) with a good 





$42,000. Play was beset by a pro-| 


longed heatwave that saw _ the 
mercury climb to over 100 on three 
days. 

“Cyrano de Bergerac” teed off 
a week’s frame last night (Mon.), 


with a crowd of 7,400 and a gross} 
Heading | 


of approximately $6,000. 
cast are Ralph Herbert, Anna Boll- 
inger, Robert Pasterne, Donald 
Clark and dancers Michael Maule 
and Maria Karnilova. Heat spell 
continues. 





Max Gordon on Coast 


Legit producer Max 
heads to the Coast this week to 
cast his new play, “The Solid Gold 
Cadillac,” aythored by Howard 
Teichman and George S. Kaufman, 
for fall production. 

He'll stay on the Coast for two 


; ; 2 | weeks as the house guest of pro- 
wood scripter Ken Englund, | 


ducer Bobby North, his longtime 
associate in the old Lewis & Gor- 
don agency. 





Fort Wayne, June 23. 
Fort Wayne Light Opera Festi- 


'val. in the 2,090-seat Franke Park 


outdoor theatre, Fort Wayne, at- 
tracted 4,652 people for three per- 
formances of “Student Prince” 
June 19-21, for a gross of $4,620 
despite the high 90-degree tem- 
perature. 

“Kiss Me Kate” is scheduled 
July 10-12, as second of five offer- 
ings for the season. 


30- | 
July 5; “Glad Tidings,” with Sid-| 


Gordon ‘tent setup at the Canadian Nation- 


ial 


DOLLS’ $33,000, FRISCO; 
“CAROUSEL” HOT $40,000 


San Francisco, June 23. 
| “Carousel,” backed by tourist 
| trade and Civic Light Opera sub- 
| scriptions, moved into still higher 
| brackets for its third Week at the 
| Curran. “Guys And Dolls” also con- 
| cluded its third frame at the Geary 
holding to a steady healthy biz. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Carousel, Curran (3d wk) (M- 
$4.80; 1,775) (Jan Clayton, William 
Johnson). Up to a sock $40,000 
Guys and Dolls, Geary (3d wk)| 
(M-$4.80; 1.550) (Pamela Britton, | 
Charles Fredericks). Held to a tine 
$33,000. 


‘SP’ $51,100, Hub: 








$40,770, Detroit 


| Barbara 
|} score by Norman Dello Joio, which 


Boston, June 23 
“South Pacific,” costarring Mar- 
| tha Wright and George Britton, | 
| pulled a nifty $51,100 in its fifth 
week at the 2,900-seat Opera House. | 
House is scaled at $4.80 top. 


' food 


‘Town, Picnic, 


‘Season’ $25,] 


‘Kentuckian’ $15,000 
For First L’ville Week 


Louisville, June 23 
bangup pubiicity campaign, 
notices by local and out-of- 
town critics, and perfect weather 
for outdoor entertainment, all com 
bined to give “The Tall Kentuck 





A 


ian,” local production of the Abra 
ham Lincoln story, with Royal 
Dano and Louisa Horton in the 


leads, an opening week of around 
$15,000, at $3 top, at the Iroquois 
Amphitheatre. Play, written by 
Anderson, with musical 


bowed last Monday (15), is set to 
run three weeks, through July 5 
Episodic play has a large cast 


| of actors, singers and dancers, with 


Final week is current, with musi-;| local TV singer Bill Pickett, as 
cal returning to New York next. narrator Both book and = music 
week, | were on the receiving end of en 
———— comiums from Brooks Atkinson 
Party For Janet |N. Y. Times critic; Henry Butler, 
Detroit, June 23. | Indianapolis Times; E. B. Radcliffe, 
|} “South Pacific,” starring Janet! Cincinnati Enquirer, and Jack 
Blair and Webb Tilton, rolied| Gaver, United Press, among the 
| merrily along in its fifth week at visitors, as well as critics on the 
|} the 2,050-seat Shubert Theatre at | local papers 


a near-capacity $40,770. ‘Tickets 
range from $4.80 to $1.80. Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein 
2d are due in town Saturday (27) 
for a party for Janet Blair, who 
is leaving the show. Jean Bal takes 
over June 29. 

Demand for tickets has been so 
heavy that the run has been ex 
| tended for the third time. It will 
| now go 14 weeks, closing Aug, 21. 
| Booking originally was for six 
| weeks. Nothing like this has ever 


happened legit-wise in Detroit. 
Musical is toppling all records. 





'L. A. Legit Activity Perks; 
| ‘Waltz’ Dances to $51,500, 
Top Banana’ Wow $35,000 | 


i 
Los Angeles, June 23 
| Legit activity perks here this| 
| week, with four houses scheduled 
'{o be in operation by the weckend 
!Two new entries, one replacing} 
|last week's finalist, “Hard To Be 
ia Jew,’ are both in smallseaters 

Maurice Schwartz’ production of | 
“Jew,” which finaled Sunday after 
11 weeks, racked up a total of | 
|$30,700 at the 376-seat Civic Play- 
house, and will be replaced Thurs- 
day (25) by “God, Man and Satan,” | 
the producer-director-actor’s third | 
offering. Same night, a Coast prod- | 
uction of “Mr. Roberts” opens at 
Las Palmas Theatre. 

Estimates for Last Week 

How to Be a Jew, Civic Play- | 
house (11th wk) ($3.60; 376). Okay |} 
| $2,900 for the fina! frame boosted | 
|the total to $30,700, representing | 
'a profit of about $9,200 for the | 

} 
| 








|run. Figure is about $4,000 shy of 
putting Schwartz even, his initial- 
jer, “Take Now Thy Son,” having 
| lost heavily. | 
The Great Waltz, Philharmonic | 
Aud (2d wk) ($4.80; 2,670). Up) 
i slightly to $51,500, but below ex- | 
pectations., | 

Top Banana, Biltmore (3d wk) | 


($4.80; 1,636). Another wow $35 

000, about $5,000 on the profit) 
side of the ledger. Finals this 
frame. 





Raymond-‘Madam’ $16,500 


In Toronto Tent Teeoff 
Toronto, June 23. 
Teeing off the third season of 


Melody Fair, theatre-in-the-round 
Exhibition, Gene Raymond in 
“Call Me Madam,” with Jacqueline | 
James and Teddy Hart, grossed a | 
neat $16,500, despite two nights’ 
rain, with the 1,800 - seater 
scaled at $3.40 top. “Madam” also 
found stiff opposition here when 
Famous Players simultaneously 
rushed the film version into their 
| five top nabe houses. However, | 
| dailies played up the Melody Fair } 
| opening, plus presence of Jeanette 
MacDonald (Mrs. Gene Raymond) 
during the engagement. 

Current attraction is “Up in 
' Central Park,” first time presented | 
| here, with Virginia Haskins, James 
Hawthorne and Nina Olivette. Fol- | 
lowing is Gene Lockhart in “Paint | 
Your Wagon.” Season's subscrip- | 
tions are up 28% over last season, | 


|all Monday nights on full-house 
Executive producer of 


with the Kiwanis Club taking over | 


guarantee. 


Melody Fair is Leighton K. vod 


}Ben Kamsler is general manager. 


| of $100 per day to healthy $12,700 


| ineluding 


Regular lroquois Amphitheatre 
season opens July 13 with Patricia 


| pulled a switeh on 


' and 


Bway B.O. Perked a Bit Last Week; 
‘Itch Still Sellouts, 


0, ‘Murder’ $26,760 


Seasonal situation, which should 
have found b.o. slumping a bit, 
Broadway last 
held their own 
week, or went 


week. Most shows 
from the previous 
up a little, and in some cases in- 
creased from almost $1,500 to $2,- 
000 over the previous stanza. Pros- 
pects for this week aren't clear 
yet, as last weekend's heatwave 
was broken by rain Monday (22) 
Moving up the ladder with an 
increase over $2,000 was “The King 
and 1.” Both “Misalliance,” which 
has posted a closing notice for 
Saturday (27), and “Porgy and 
Bess” jumped almost $1,500. Sell- 
outs were “Can-Can,.”” “Me and 
Juliet,” “Pienie,” “Seven Year 
Itch” and “Wonderful Town." Miss- 
ing capacity by only $127 was “The 
Fifth Season.” Both “Hazel Flagg” 
“My Three Angels” dipped 
slightly 
Closing 
alliances te 
Pel 


Saturday, be 
is “Time QOut 
Exiting on that dav for a 
k engagement in Washing- 
“Guys and Dolls.” which 
to return Aug. 10. 
“South Pacifie’ 1 Monday 
(29) at the Broadway 
Keys: C (Come 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy) AID (Mu- 
sical Drama), O (Opera). 


*“Mis- 
For Gin- 


ides 


id-We't 
ton Is 
is skedded 


opens 


D (Drama), 


Morrison in “Kiss Me Kate.” | Other parenthetic designations 
snliininaaiasttshinreesenieinieninintiidindiniatitt i refer, respectively, to top prices; 
|number of seats, capacity gross 
. 9 jand stars. Price inclides 20° 
3) P00 amusement tar, but grosses are 

Oey ) ‘ net: te., exclusive of tar 


Faces’ 246, Chi 


ys | 


Chicago, June 
Early convention arrivals are 
helping the three current shows | 
here, “Pal Joey” was also hypoed | 
somewhat via a block purchas® by 
furniture men for last Wednesday's 
(17) matinee. 
“Maid in the Ozarks” continues 
to hold well with twofer policy. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Maid in the Ozarks, Selwyn (‘7th 
wk) ($4.20; 1.000). Building at rate 


New Faces, Great Northern (6th 


| wk) ($5.00; 1,600). Holding on with 
$24,000. 
Pal Joey, Schubert ($5; 2,100) 


(5th wk) (Harold Lang). Helped by 
conventioneers to $30,200. 


‘MADAM’ GOOD 386 IN 
PITT, DESPITE RAIN 


Pittsburgh, June 23. | 

“Call Me Madam,” which opened 
Civic Light Opera Assn. season | 
last week at Pitt Stadium, did a 
good $38,000, and might have hit 
close to 50G, if it hadn't been| 
washed out completely the third 
night. The fourth was plagued by 
threatening weather all day and 
evening leng, and this hurt, too. 

Show, which featured several 
members of the cast that played 
“Madam” at the Nixon a year ago, 
Elaine’ Stritch David 
Daniels, Pat Harrington and Jay 
Velie, was well-liked by crix, and 
would easily have been a smash if 
hadn't been for the tough 
weather breaks. 

Present offering is “Blossom 
Time,” with Robert Weede, Robert 
Rounsevilie, Susan Yager, Betty 
Oakes, Arlyne Frank, Marjorie 


Good Nite, Ladies—Paramount, 
Omaha (22-23); Fox, McCook, Neb 
24): Aud., North Platte, Neb 
Aud., Denver (26-1); Capitol, Salt 
Lak e (3-4 ‘ 

Guys and Dolls —Geary, S F 
Fox Arlington, Santa Bar- 
- Biltmore, L.A. (2-4). 


i) 
ad 


Maid in the Ozarks—Selwyn, 
Chi (22-4 

New Faces—Great Northern, 
Chi (22-4). 

Pal Joey ‘Harold Lang)—Shu- | 


bert, Chi (22-4). 

South Pacific (Martha Wright, | 
George Britton) — Opera House, | 
Boston (22-27). 


South Pacific (Janet Blair, Webb | 


Tilton)\—Shubert. Detroit (22-4). 
Top Banana (Phil Silvers)—Bilt- 
more, L.A, (22-27). 


| $4.80; 


| wk) (MC-$6.50; 1,319; $43,904) 


| high 


| notices, 


Can-Can, Shubert (7th wk) (MC- 
$7.20: 1,361; $50,160). Held at $50,- 
900, same as last weck 

Crucible, Beck (22d wk) (D-$4.80; 


| 1,214; $28,000). Almost $13,830 on 
twofers (previous week, $13,500) 
Dial M for Murder, Plymouth 
(34th wk) (D-$4.80;- 1,062; $29,815) 
(Maurice Evans) Over $26,760 
(previous week, $26,100) 
Fifth Season, Cort (22d wk) (C- 


1.056; $25,277) ‘(Menasha 
Skulnik, Richard Whorf). Just $25,- 
150 (previous week, $24,500). 

Guys and Dolis, 46ih St. (135th 
Ex- 
actly $33,300 (previous week, $32,- 
500) 

Hazel Flagg, Hellinger (19th wk) 
(MC-$7.20; 1,527; $53,000) (Helen 
Gallagher, Thomas Mitchell, Benay 
Venuta, John Howard, Jack Whit- 


ing). Over $32,500 (previous week, 
$33,100). 
King and I, St. James (117th 


wk) (MC-$7.20; 1.571; $51,717) (Al- 
fred Drake). Nearly $45,000 (pre- 
vious week, $42,900). Yul Brynner 
returned as star Monday night (22), 

Me and Juliet, Majestic ‘4th wk) 
(MC-$7.20: 1510; $58,000). New 
of $58,591 ‘previous week, 
$52.363) 

Misalliance, Barrymore 
wk) (C-$3; 1,060; $24,996). 
in $11,600 on twofers 


(18th 
Pulled 
(previous 


| week, $10,200) 


My 3 Angels, Morosco ‘(15th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 935; $24,252). Over $19- 
800 (previous week, $20,200) 

Pienic, Music Box (17th wk) (CD- 
$6-$4.80; 997; $27,534). Over $27,- 
$20 ‘previous week, $27,800). 

Porgy and Bess, Ziegfeld 
wk) (O-$6; 1,628; $48,244) Over 
$31,730 excluding tax, which the 
non-profit show retains ‘(previous 
week, $36,300). 


(15th 


Seven Year Itch, Fulton (lst 
wk) (C-$6-$4.80 1.063; $24,406) 
(Tom Ewell). Almost $24,730 ‘pre- 
vious week, $24,700) 

Time Out for Ginger, Lyccum 
29th wk) (C-$4 80; 995: $22,845). 


Melvyn Douglas). Exactly $11,600 


previous week, $11,000). 





Gordon and Fred Harper. Wish You Were Here, Imperial 
eae 52d wk) (MC-$7.20 1.400: $52.- 
080). Nearly $43,930 previous 
Current Road Shows week. 843 600) 
| Wonderful Town, Winter Gar- 
(June 22-July 4) iden (17th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,510 
Carnival in Flanders (Dolores $54.173). (Rosalind Russel Same 
Gray, John Raitt) ‘tryout For- as last week; over $55,200 
l rest, Philly (22-1) (Reviewed in ; 
Variety June 10, °53). ‘ N AL $14 600 f 7 
CARNIV 600 for 


IN SECOND PHILLY WEEK 


Philadelphia, June 23. 

Press reports of cast changes and 
backstage dissension, plus so-so 
cut sharply into receipts 
for “Carnival In Flanders” at the 
Forrest here. Warm weekend 
weather did the rest. 

Production, in its second week, 
drew a scant $14,000 for seven per- 
formances, despite a $6.50 top for 
Friday and Saturday evenings. 


One show was lost last week 


| when stars Dolores Gray and John 


Raitt fulfilled TV commitments 
| Tuesday night (16). Roy Roberts 
‘replaced Walter Abel yesterday 
} (Mon.) as featured comedy lead. 
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Plays Abroad 


Private Life of Helen 
London, June 12. 


Tennent Productions, Ltd, presentation | 


of comedy in three acts by Andre Roussin 
and Madeleine Gray from John Ersk ne 8 
book, “Private Lire of Helen of rroy. 
Adapted into English by Arthur senor 
Stars Diana Wynyard, Cecil verxer. | i 
rected by Arthur Macrae At Globe, Lon 
‘ ‘53. $2.25 top 
ee - Diana W ynyard 
Menelaus Cecil Parker 
Hermione Janette Scott 
Arthur Macrae 

' =o Criceri 


2q0neus 


Telemachus ! 


i 
In view of all the legends an@ 


dramatic incidents of the Trojan 
War. this is a rather flimsy inter- 
jude on which to base a play. It is 
being little more 
Mene- 


in satirical vein 


than a harangue between 

lau the deserted husband and 
Helen hi unrepentant fugitive 
wife. It is witty, amusing entertain- 
ment and will attract mainly on 


the drawing power of Diana Wyn- 
yard. However, in the current the- 
atrical slump, the length of its stay 
is very much in doubt. 

Menelaus of Sparta brings back 
his wife after the 10 years’ confict 
ensuing’ from her capture by Pari 
Instead of killing her for dishonor- 
ing him, her husband once again 
falls under her spell. Under threat 
of leaving him again, the wil 
Hiclen proceeds to twist him around 
her finger, dismissing all his at 
templs to exert authorits 

The main bone of contention 1s 
their young daughter who ts set 
on marrying her cousin Orestes. A 
young nobleman appears, Claiming 
hospitality on the strength of his 
father’s friendship and Helen ha 
tily dons glamorous garb and pro 
ceeds to cast her spell over the 
susceptible youth, indicating his 
tory will repeat itselt 

Diana Wynyard looks radiant and 
carries off her glamorous role with 
seductive charm, Cecil Parker por 
trays her sorely tried husband 
superb accepting with philo- 
sophic calm the inevitable bending 
of his will to hers. As the self- 
willed teenager, Janette Scott, be- 
lies the inexperience of her 14 
years with a polished performance 
In addition to his skillful direction, 
Arthur Macrae (who adapted the 
play’? ushers in and closes the per- 
formance with a running commen- 
tary on the situation through the 
character of the aged, privileged 
gatekeeper Clem 


The Two Bouquets 
London, June 1 
Anthony Vivian Cor Cochran Produc 

tions Lid) presentation of musical play 
in two acts by Eleanor & Herbert Far 
Jeon. Directed by Willard Stoker At St 
Martin's Theatre, London; $2.20 top 
Kate Gill Sara Gregory 
Laura Riveis Sonia Williams 
Mrs. Gill 
Mi Gill 
Fiiward Gill 
Albert Porter 
Julian Bromley 
Palty Moss ‘ 
Bella Manchester 
George 
Lavinia Waters 
Flora Crantleys 


Hugh Paddick 

Denis Martin 

..». Andrew Downie 
.. Daphne Anderson 

: Ruth Goring 

. John Hewer 

Betty Wood 

Jean Carrol 
Anthony Vivian, former partner 
of C. B. Cochran, decided to re- 
vive this charming Victorian musi- 
cal play as his contribution to the 
Coronation festivities. The play 
is a stereotyped period piece more 
suited to the older generation, but 
the music is delightful, and is done 
by a good company of players with 
a high singing standard. It is beau- 
tifully mounted, and put over with 





a disarming air of simplicity that? 


proves attractive, despite its sugary 
sentimentality. It should do well 
for a limited season. 

A simple story lurks behind the 
frills, that of parents giving a ball 
hoping to find husbands for their 
daughter and niece. The girls 
have set their hearts on = suitors, 
but their hopes are 
the son of the house mixing up two 


floral love tokens that give the im-! 
pression that each is loved by the | 


wrong man. Trouble mounts when 
it is learned that the brother is 
secretly married to an actress, who 
is scorned by the family. But the 
trio's tangles are sorted ont in a 
welter of tears and recriminations 


Rose Hill | 
Derek Oldham 


blighted by | 








WANTED 


Exp. Stenos-Typists 
Temporary, Full-time, Part-time 


MIDTOWN - DOWNTOWN 
114 E. 40th St., Room 22, New York 
MUrray Hill 5-3795 








{during the usual summer recrea- 
tions of that day and age. 

The first-rate company works to- 
gether with a good team spirit, 


as the lovelorn maidens; Dennis 
Martin and Andrew 
their beaux; Rose Hill and Derek 
Oldham, as the parents, and 
Daphne Anderson as the pert little 
thesp with no inferiority complex. 
Much chedit goes to Willard Stoker 
for his smooth-running = 
Vir, 


Le Ravageur 
(The Ravager) 


Paris, June 2 


Jacques Truchot production of comedy 
in four acts b Gabriel Chevallier Di 
rected b Pasquali Sets by Raymond 
Deshas At Boufles-Parisiens Theatre 
Paris; $3 top 
Mme. Lemoncel Jeanne Reinhart 


Lita Recio 
Pasquali 

Mary Marquet 
Michel Roux 
Charles Dechamps 
Ravymonde Devarennes 
Paulette Prue 
Francoise Soulie 


Mine. Pigeonneau 
M Lemoncel 
Baroness Saint-Esprit 
Raoul Lemoncel 
Grandfather 
Aunt Agnes 


Myriam 
M. Pigeonneau 


Gabriel Chevallier, author of the 


novel. “Clochemerle,” which was 
made into a controversial French 
pic four years ago, has a_ broad, 


tabelaisian sense of the ridiculous 
In “Clochemerle” and his other 
books of peasant life and smalltown 
intrigue his rough-and-ready treat- 
ment suited his material admirably 
As a Weht comedy writer however 
he lacks the necessary light touch, 


and his dialog is minus sophisti- 
cated wit As a result, ““The Rav- | 
ager,” despite a fundamentally | 


funny theme and quality 
i seems only a clumsy effort to dup- 
| licate Andre Roussin’s hit, “When 
the Child Appears.” 

The son of philosophy professot 
is shown as an innocent-looking 
youth who has a devastating power 
over girls. He has seduced in turn 
his aunt, the maid, the daughter of 
a dishonest delicatessen dealer, the 
daughter of an = aristocratic 
and the offspring of his father’s 
best friend All but the aunt are 
demanding immediate marriage 
and his parents are trying to iron 
oug§ matters Alter some trying 
complications, he weds the right 
girl 

In the hands of masters of stage 
bedroom antics, it would have had 
better pace and smoother action. 
As it stands this is often forced 
and dull. The best moments are 
|} minor ones 

Michel Roux 
easy-going seducer and Pasquali as 
the nervous parent. Charles De- 
champs, as the rakish grandfather; 
Jean Brochard, as the shady food 
| dealer; and Francoise Soulie, as the 
girl who wins the popular boy, 
turn in satisfying characterizations 
Chances for legit production in 
U. S. or England are slim. Curt. 


We. the Living 
Dublin, June 16. 


Nora Lever-Barry Cassin production of 
drama in 3 acts by Donal Giltinan and 
Pat Coldvick. Production by Barry Cassin 
Setting, Robert Heade. At Gaiety: Dublin 
John Andersen Frank Purcell 
George Crossley Robert Hennessy 
Evan Manders Fred Johnson 
Ratikin Nigel Fitzgerald 
Standa ‘ John Jordan 
Stefan Krasek ? Barry Cassin 
Ambassador Buncak Liam O'Longhaire 
Madame Rasnikova Nora Lever 


In a London hotel, editor Frank 
Purcell discusses with publisher 
Robert Hennessy and correspond- 
ent Fred Johnson impending pub- 
lication of sensational information 
secured in an unspecified Iron 
Curtain country by Johnson, This 
information, supported by film, 





| 


reported dead is being held in 
prison. His widow, an exile in Lon- 


this is her husband. 

Nigel Fitzgerald, Minister for 
Home Affairs in the tron Curtain 
land, flies secretly to London with 
his bodyguard. Iron Curtain meth- 
'ods and threats in a London hotel 
are made to seem feasible, the 
audience following action in the 
apartments of both Johnson and 
Fitzgerald via use of split stage 
technique which Barry Cassin has 
worked out well in a clever set by 
Robert Heade 

Melodrama gets very rugged at 
times, with a double killing, but 
the last act is a bit tangled. How- 
ever, it holds interest throughout 











CAB CALLOWAY 


“Porgy and Bess”’ 
15th Week ZIEGFELD, NEW YORK 


Sportin’ Life 








"The MOST INGRATRATING INDIVIDUAL CHARAC- 
TERIZATION OF THE DECADE” 


Hy Gardner, N.Y. Herald Tribune 




















Mgt.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 








with outstanding performances by | 
Sara Gregory and Sonie Williams, | 


Downie, as) 


Jean Brochard | 


acting, | 


lady | 


registers as the} 


purports to show that a man long- | 


don, sees the film and agrees that | 


Purcell and Johnson, as_ the 
| inenrameninte men, and Hennessy, as 
the publisher, are nice character- 
sin and Nora Lever are efficiently 
convincing. Cassin is one of the 
best young producers here, and it 
izations. In the more difficult roles 
of the foreigners, Fitzgerald, Cas- 
is difficult to understand how he 
| permitted“some of the lesser per- 
formances to become caricatures. 

Title of play originally was 
“Bring Back a Story” which ap- 
pears to be far better than the 
present tag. Mac. 


} 


Spiel Vom Lieben 
Augustin 


(Play of Beloved Augustin) 


Vienna, June 9. 

City of Vienna Festival 1953 presenta 
tion of musical play 
Becher and Peter Preses, music by Robert 
Stolz; choreography by Dia Luca. Directed 
by Peter Preses; sets, Gustav Manker 
costumes, Maxi Tachunko. With Paul Hor- 
bicer, Martha Wallner, Fritz Imhoff, Erik 


Frey, Franz Boheim, Marianne Gerznetr 
Susanne Engelhart, Theo Prokop, Bruno 
Dallansky, Susi Witt, Hans Richter, Grete 


Sellier, Hubert Hendrik, Lower 
Tonkunstler Orchestra. At 
Hall, June 2, °53. 


Austrian 
Vienna City 


gustin” is to provide for Vienna's 


pre-Salzburg Festival of Music 
|}and Drama an open air pageant 


which it was hoped would climb up | 


beside Salzburg's Reinhardt-Loth- 
ar version of ‘‘Everyman” as a tra- 
dition and an annual profit-maker 
“Augustin” is the legend of the 
bagpipe player, a Vienna vagabond 
of 1679 whose mythical activities 
as a hero of the black plague, won 
him immortality in the song, ‘‘Ach, 
du lieber Augustin.” It is a musi- 
cal version of a straight play by 
the same authors who presented it 
a couple of years ago in Vienna’s 
Volkstheater. And the melodies 
contributed by the old master Rob- 
ert Stolz are its brightest feature. 


As presented to a freezing, early 
, June audience in the open air, 
“Augustin” is a wearying, ram- 


bling production, neither 
musical play nor pageant 


drama, 


erence are the universal ones of 
| lite, death and the forces of good 
against evil. But “Augustin” sets 
forth a complicated localized story 
of medieval Vienna, all the less 
believable for its use of wellknown, 


but pooriy cast Viennese stars 
such as Paul Horbiger and Fritz | 
Imhoff, both of whom, in their 


60's, are projected as competitive 
lovers of Martha Wallner, who is 
a warm, lively redhead in her 20's 

Play falls into long, dry stretches 
of dialog. Scantv dance numbers 
are dropped bodily into the con- 
text. Songs are presented in a 
dialect understandable only to the 
Vienna-born. All this is further 


| ing of the principles (none of them 


Singers) and the accoustical unsuit- | 


ability of the drab City Hall court- 
yard despite the best amplification 
| efforts of local engineers. 

Setting is an unimaginative, two- 
level affair showing streets, a tav- 
ern and blacksmith’s home without 
changes. Dancing and staging are 
less than standard througout. 
Whether from cold or boredom 
even much of preem = audience 
walked before the finale. ‘“Augus- 
tin’ is skedded for two weeks of 
Festival presentations, but will 
hardly survive further. Isra. 





Hartford Parsons Sets 


22-Week Legit Season 


Hartford, June 23. 
Twenty-two week season of legit 





has been set for the New Parsons | 


here, starting Sept. 17. Opening 
attractions aren't set yet. This will 
mark the third season at New Par- 
sons under the helm of Charles 
Bowden, Phil Langner and Mrs. 
Nancy Stern. 

The new George S. Kaufman- 
Howard Teichmann comedy, “The 
Solid Gold Cadillac,” costarring 
Josephine Hull and Loring Smith. 
will try out here Oct. 1 for a three- 
day stand, and at the same time 
open a 10-week subscription series. 

House may extend its operations 
beyond the 22-year week period, 
but is planning on at least that 
number of weeks. Three days (four 
performances) a week are planned. 
commencing on Thursdays. Last 
season's top of $4.20 is again 
planned. 


London Bits 


London, June 23 

Mary Hayley Bell's play, “For- 
eign Fields,” which has been ac- 
quired by Henry Sherek after its 
tryout by the Bromley Repertory 
Co., starts a provincial tour at 
Brighton Aug. 24. If stars Ann 
Todd and John Cregson, and 
comes to the West End in the fall 
.. . Peter Saunders is to stage an- 
other Agatha Christie whodunit, 
'**Counsel for the Prosecution.” Will 
be tried out in the provinces late 
| August after which it comes to the 











} West End. 


with book by Ulrich | 


| The general idea of “Lieben Au-| 


In “Everyman,” the terms of ref- 


‘Dolin Miffed at Amateur 
Dancers; Sees Public Hep 


Ottawa, June 23. 

| “I loathe amateur’ dancers,” 
Anton Dulin, legiter and director 
and principal dancer of the Festi- 
val Ballet of London, said in an 
interview here last week (15). 
“We wouldn't put up with amateur 
doctors or lawyers. Why should 
|we watch amateur dancers? I 
|don’t agree that amateurs bridge 
a gap, or prepare a public for pro- 
fessional ballet. I think they dis- 
courage the public.” 





He added that he might except 
semi-pro like London's Ballet 
Workshop and New York’s Chore- 
Workshop. He 
ded that, although he had seen no 
Canadian ballet, he believed 
“there is too much bad beliet in 
this country. I think audiences 
know good ballet from bad, and I 
don’t believe in so-called educa- 
tion of the public.” 


| ographers 


companies, among others, and they 
|perform occasionally to good 
houses. Pro ballet is also generaliy 
well supported here. 





— " _ — 

: * 

| Empire Remains 
- Continued from page 1) eee 


has been amazed at the numbers 
flocking to inspect the already gut- 
ted wings and proscenium arch. 








“I’m being paid a commission on 
all the bulk valuables I’m able to 
sell,” said Martin, recently re- 
leased as an electronics instructor 
from the Navy. “Business has been 


good. But for ardent legit fans 
who want just small chunks of 
stone or wood, I give them the 
stuff for nothing.” 

The main curtains, seats and 


fixtures have already been shipped 
to Robert Porterfield, operator of 


|the Barter Theatre, Abingdon, Va.., | 


where Martin served as a director 
in 1946. However, Martin managed 
to get a “good price” for the brass 
rails topping the Empire's 
golden balconies. They 
quired by Helen Hayes, who is 
apparently using them, he believes, 
as part of a parlor bar. 

A young actress, Janice Foley, 


bought the theatre’s old call book. | 


A legit-loving interior decorator 
got .four bronze chandeliers for 
250. The American Stage & Foun- 


ter ram heads sold at $30 each, 
| wall sconces at $50 a pair, carpet- 


at $45, and two carved wall brack- 
| ets at $2 each. 
| Loyacono, who will begin look- 
|ing for a new stagedoorman’s job 
| at the end of the month, remem- 
| bered how tear-stricken Mary 
| Pickford was when she came 
around to view the stage heaped 
with, rubble. “We should have 
| joined forces to save it,” she said. 
Any relics not sold this week 
will be carted away as junk by 
the Cauldwell Wingate Construc- 
tion Co. A board fence will be set 
up around the theatre, and after 
| 





the last few tenants in offices 
above the premises leave, the 1924 
Broadway Corp. will complete the 
|razing, and then begin construc. 
, tion of a 22-story, $4,200,000 office 
building. 





PixStars 


ee Continued from page 1 =——— 





of money spent by the gambling 
city’s hostelries, and are angling 
for those dates. If nothing else, it 
warps their sense of proportion, 

2. Overseas film production. <A 
great many U. S. performers, re- 
leased from their studio contracts. 
are going abroad to make pix. 
They are also not unmindful of 
the tax angles involved. 

3. Television. This has been 
causing a shortage of both names 
and supporting players. Despite 
protestations of the silo circuit 
ops that there’s money to be made 
in strawhats, Hollywoodites still 
prefer to make a fast buck on TY. 
Conversely, TV personalities are 
becoming increasingly popular 
with the theatres since they make 
ace drawing cards. 

4. Talent and the studios. Play- 

; house managers maintain a good 
many screen thesps aren't too anx- 
ious to exhibit their limited talents 
on the boards, where there are no 
re-takes. Also, the studios have 
shown a certain reluctance to let 


} 


|} Young players make the summer! 


| rounds. 
} 5S. Players 


also ad- | 


Ottawa has two semi-pro ballet | 


two | 
were ac-| 


s ; ler | dry Co. took the loft pulleys. Plas- | 
curdled by the lack of voice train- | 


ing (for a summer stock theatre) | 


| maines’ 


are asking for big, 





guarantees and aren't going for 
percentage deals. 


Some of the playhouse ops, while 
not discounting marquee appeal of 
Hollywood names, say they have 
little use for the new crop of 
screen players who, it’s claimed 
aren't much of a draw with their 
crowd. This is blamed partly on 
lack of studio drive in exploiting 
and popularizing new stars and 
partly on the composition of the 
summer theatre audience, which 
still prefers nares that meant 
}something at the b.o. during the 
1930's. 





Charles Muni, general manager 
of the Cape Playhouse on Cape 
Cod, told VARIETY recently tha 


this was the first 
Richard Aldrich hadn't gone to 
the Coast to sign up players fo 
the stand, which is at Dennis. The 
Cape Playhouse has no resident 
company and kicks off its 10-week 
season June 29 with Zsa Zsa Gabor. 
TV names are good draws at the 
theatre, Muni said. 

Example of “big thinking” on 
the part of pix names is Wendell 
| Corey. He was offered at a weekly 
| $2,500 as part of a “Point of No 
Return” package. Counter-propo- 
sal was $1,500, which Corey re- 
portedly turned down. 

According to Harmon, film pla 
ers don’t do summer stock for the 
experience but for’ the 


season he and 


coin 
“There's good money to be made 
in this field,” what with guaran- 


tees against a percentage deals for 
actors, according to Harmon 
“Once we have the agent problem 
licked. I think we'll find it 
to sign talent.” 


easier 








muse Continued from 





pase 1 Saas 
non-distributable assets, leaving 
| $235,607 available for distribution 
| The show was four years old last 
April 7. The original production is 
currently in Boston, but returns 
June -22 to Broadway. The touring 
edition is In Detroit. 

“Oklahoma,” which = recently 
passed its 10-year mark, has thus 
far earned about $5,325,000 profit 
from all sources. The distributed 
profit, as of last Jan. 31, was $5,- 
| 236,400. Theatre Guild production 
recently closed, but will go on tout 
again next fall. Meanwhile, a deal 
is in the works for sale of the 
screen rights to the musical to 
Magna Theatre for widescreen pro- 
| duction. 

“Oklahoma” was originally capi- 
talized at $90,000, while “South 
Pacific” involved a $225,000 invest- 
ment. Profits from the former are 
| Shared 40-60 by the backers and 
| the Guild, while the standard 50-50 
| split applies to “South Pacific.” 





|Heavy Preem Schedule 
For Lortel White Barn 


Geoffrey Holder's native dance 
troupe from Trinidad will open the 
|; Summer season at Lucille Lortel’s 
White Barn Theatre, Westport, 
|Conn., July 5. Also set for the 
| theatre are preems of “U. S. A..” 
| a dramatic narrative by John Dos 
| Passos; the American Mime Co., an 
| English adaptation of Jules Ro- 
“Dr. Knock”; a new mu- 
version of “A Midsummer 


sical 


| Night’s Dream,” to be put on in 


the Outcoor Garden Theatre: and 
Arnold Franchetti’s opera, 
Lion.”’ 


“The 


Sam Jafte is scheduled to appear 
in Andre Obevy’s “Noah,” and The 


‘Dublin Players are slated for a 


return engagement in 
and Substance.” 


“Shadow 


| 








ADVANCE AGENTS! 
COMPANY MANAGERS! 


We have been serving theatrical 
shows for over 42 years. Ours is 
the oldest, most reliable and ex 


perienced transfer company on the 

West Coast! 

® Railroad privileges for handling 

shows and theatrical luggage. 

® Complete warehouse facilities! 

® Authorized in California. Equipped 
to transfer and haul anywhere in 
U.S! 


® RATES OWN REQUEST ! 


Atlantic Transfer Company 
GEORGE CONANT 
601 East Sth Street 
Los Angeles 12, Calif. 
MUtual 8121 or OXford 9-4764 





























Wednesday, June 24, 1953 JARIETY 67 









































; 
ey . 
ag ‘ ee (fang: ; 
2 2.8 
: . Re "i + stam” 
J , F , . at 
‘ “ete. L 
Depend on Cole Porter to compose Hit 
. Or Stage...On Tape... Capturing on records 
Parade-topping tunes. the spirited flavor of a Broadway musical com- 
Depend on Feuer and Martin to produce edy requires a uniquely-balanced combination of 
; showmanship and technical skill, plus superlative 
SRO Broadway hits. equipment. On stage, Lilo and Peter Cookson, 
: » Hans Conricd, Gwen Verdon and Erik Rhodes, 
Depend on Capitol to “put the show of the show-stopping “CAN-CAN” cast. In the 
on the road’’— setting the stage for top control room, supervising the master taping are 
y billi , d h h Alan Livingston, Capitol vice-president in charge 
f ing in 10,000 record stores tnrough- of artists and repertoire, Dick Jones, Capitol'’s 
I out the nation ! Eastern artists and repertoire chief, and Cy Feuer, 


co-producer of “CAN-CAN.” 








HERE’S CAPITOLS 
HIGH- STEPPING 
PROMOTION 

FOR “CAN-CAN” | 


CONSUMER AND TRADE ADVERTISING * COLORFUL POSTERS, STREAMERS, HANGERS + EYE-CATCHING WINDOW AND COUNTER DISPLAYS « STUFFERS FOR 
CUSTOMER MAILINGS » CONTINUING PROMOTION IN CAPITOL’S PUBLICATIONS « CONSTANT PUBLICITY MAILINGS TO ALi DISC JOCKEYS AND DEALERS 
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Lite 


als can identify themselves with 
the frightened hero, who has done 
well in a new play “out-of-town, 
but who is terrified at facing his 
first metropolitan audience: “The 
moment had come, it was even 


rati 








Virgin Territory? 

N. Y. daily book reviewers were 
doing microscopic detective work 
this week to determine how much 
literary virginity there was In 
Robb White's just-published Dou- 
bleday book, “Our Virgin Island. 
Curious case revolves around the 
fact that Harper & Bro published 


1 similar book by White tn 1939 


titled “In Privateer Bay.” 
fhe original tome, which sold 
1,700 copie dealt with the at- 


thor’s experiences in acquiring a 
$60 Virgin Island isle and setting 
up house there with hi bride, 
Rodie Che first half of the Dou- 
bled version repeat episodes 
from the Harper book, but the au- 
thor contends he changed his 
writing stvie in recounting those 
early events, and has also added 
experieness that occurred to him 
since 1939 


Neither Doubleday nor Harper 
clain White plagiarized from} 
himself However, both publish- 
ers have received requests from 


skeptical book reviewers seeking 
to find how much the two books 
vary, especially since Doubleday 
neglected to mention on the fly- 
leat that “Our Virgin Island” was 
spawned from “In Privateer’s 
Bay.” John K. Hutchens, N.Y. Her- 
ald Tribune critic, who first spot- 
ted the similarity, told Varrety. 
“I've already compared half of the 
two books, and so far, I haven't 
found two sentences alike M\ 
verdict is: no fraud has been per- 
petrated.” 


‘Liz Biz’ 

Logan Gourlay’s “Show Column’ 
in the Sunday (London) Express, 
June 14, captioned a stick, “Liz 
Biz” and had this to say: “Most} 
tasteless heading of the month in 
Vaniervy, the American show busi- | 
ness paper, describes the Lon- 
don Coronation entertainment as 
‘Queen Liz Whoop-de-Do.” Accom- 
panving story refers to show busi- 
ness during Coronation season as 
‘Liz Biz’! 

This Varrery caption has been 
rather flatteringly spotlighted by 
some of the American press as 
typical show biz coverage and suc- 
cinctly summing up the festivities 


Julie Kernan Editor at Kenedy’s | 

Julie Kernan joins P. J. Kenedy 
& Sons as general editor Aug. 1. 
She was formerly with Longmans 
Green and David McKay. 

At one time executive secretary 
of the French Book Club and rep- 
resentative for Sheed & Ward in 
Paris, Mi Kernan has. collabo- 
rated with Michael Williams, a 
founder of The Commonweal, on 
several books and has translated a 
number of works from the French 
including those of Mauriac and 
the Maritains 


P. J. Kenedy & Sons, oldest 
American Catholic book publish- 
ing house (in its 127th year ot 


ownership and management by the 
same family), announces that in 
addition to this appointment Ar- 
thur Reid Kenedy, president since 
1952, has become sales manager. 
The posttion of publisher is as- 
sumed by Thomas B. Kenedy, who 


also is” assistant editor of The 
Official Catholic Directory. Mary 
Ellen Evans, associate editor for 


the past two and a half years, be- 
comes assistant editor, and John 
J Peters, assistant promotion 
manager for the last 18 months, 
is promotion manager. 
Cowles Shifts Herrick 

Jean Herrick, Coast v.p. of 
Cowies Magazines, is being trans- 
ferred to New York effective Aug 
1 as assistant to Cowles general 
manager Marvin Whatmore. Her- 


rick, on the Coast, was responsible | 


for all-over management of Coast 


editorial and = advertising opera- 
tions ot Look 
According to Gardner Cowles 


Cowles Mags prexy, no replace- 
ent will be named. Herrick’s 
duties will be divided among three 
execs on the Coast. Stanley Gor- 
don will be in charge of Coast edi- 
torial operations; Vern Anderson 
will handle all advertising with 
the exception of motion picture 
ads, and Jack Sayers will be Coast 
office manager and will also han- 
dle film advertising and general 
promotion for Look 


State Dept. Bannings 

“Several hundred” books by 
over 40 authors have been re- 
moved from shelves of U. 3s. li- 
braries abroad on instruction from 
the State Dept., the N. Y. Times 
revea'ed this week after surveying 
20 capitals. Banned authors and 
books included: 

“The Children’s Hour,” by plavy- 
wright Lillian Hellman ‘The 
Cross and the Arrow.” by screen- 


writer Albert Maltz: “Miccton to 
Moscow.’ by former Amd 10: 
seph E. Davies, whose tome was 


| filmed; 


| laugh-getters 


iof life 


| farm, turns down a lucrative Hol- 
| lywood offer 


- 5 i i imag- 
ae altese Falcon,”| more menacing than I had 

“The fia? Key.” “The Thin Man” | ined, but all that I could feel Me 
and “The Dain Curse,” by Dashiell | a slight surprise, as if I were stand- 





Hammett, whose stories have been | ing still, while the play, the specta- 


filmed and broadcast as_ radio | tors, life itself, swirled agen oe 
drama series: “Not Without Laugh-| with an ever preroanene ie ion; 
ter,” by poet Langston Hughes, then with a craft that f= B pnts 
lyricist. for Broadway musicals, previously possessed, I heat half. 
and novels by screenwriter Millen BOT | ss while beyond, in the ialt- 
Brand. circle that I felt rather than saw, 
the coughing ceased and the orange 
sellers were silent.” 

Like poor Kit Marlowe, Bryher’s 
hero dies in a tavern with an un- 


Prochnow, Adams’ Fun Books — 
Another book by Herbert V 
Prochnow, who has written “The 


Toastmaster’s Handbook” and friendly blade in his head. It is a 
“The Successful Speaker's Hand- credit to the credibility: of the 
book,” is titled “The Speaker’y author’s style and het impact upon 
freasury of Stories for All Occa-| the reader that she Is able to close 
sions” (Prentice-Hall: $3.95). Him- | her book with the words: “I knew 


that I was dead.” 


a : ine after-di sr )=6 speaker . 
self a fine after-dinney s} Robert Downing. 


Prochnow lists all the stories that 
can be used in certain situations 
that the usual banquet talker finds 
himself in, He has some new and 
some old stories, all handily in- 
dexed. It is filled with “tested” 
There is no 


Watch That U. S. ‘Idiom’ 
Growing use of “the American 
idiom” in British newspapers was 
such | son, 


Keeper of the Records of 


} 
| 


deprecated by Sir James Fergus- | 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


+ 








Hollywood. 

Comes June and many young grads begin thinking of jobs, either 
behind a desk or in front of a kitchen sink. Some of them even 
stoop to journalism. Of those who have decided not to be June brides 
or grooms, VARIETY gets its share of applicants. 

I suspect among our far-flung muggs you'll find as many degrees 
as in an old reactionary semi-circle. But once they begin annotating 
the bible of show biz, they try hard not to make their scholarship 
show. This is true of all, except, perhaps, extroverts like me. 

The 1953 crup of beginners probably figures that the path of accept- 
ance would be made much shorter if they had an “in,” or a relative 
on the staff, or even a letter of introduction to the editor. 

All of these approaches are realistic, I guess, but if anyone wants 
to follow me down this primrose path and should ask how I made 
it, the answer is so simple as to be unbelievable. 

It happened 25 years ago this month. I was in Nice, France, and 
for want of something better to do that day, I sat down and wrote 
a column telling why Nice would never be the Hollywood of Europe. 
This despite the fact that Monte Carlo was only minutes away, snow- 


| capped mountains were only two hours away, the capitals of Europe 


could be reached overnight and characters of all nations could be 
picked up at almost any sidewalk cafe. 
I sent the piece by ordinary mail to Vartety, New York. Sime Sil- 


| verman accepted it, wrote me a nice long letter telling me he'd like 


thing as an old story; if you've} Scotland, in a recent speech at 
never heard it, it’s new Many | Turnberry, Ayrshire. He said there 
good tips for a beginnet /were a number of small things} 

“Joey Adams’ Joke Book.” 25¢! appearing in print daily that 
edition (Popular Library’) hasnt| irritated him “because I care for 


lost a laugh in dehydration ithe English language.” 

Joe Laurie, Jr. Sir James is a w.k. broadcaster 
|and former Scot newspaperman. 
Cheaper Scully ‘Goose’ aaa 

Deal is on for Frank Scully to 
buy back the cheaper rights to 
his “Blessed Mother Goose” 


Brit. Church Pix Review 
Britain’s Christian 
from| Religious Film Society, of which 


Cinema and} 


House Warven which, after trying| the Archbishop of Canterbury is| 


|a $5 edition, returned to the origi-| president, has published the first 


nal deluxe $7.50 format. Scully had | issue of Looking at the Cinema, a} 


in agreement with Henry Holt to 
print an edition around $2.50. 

Looks now as if the year’s pitch 
will be okayed by all hands. 


| monthly review of current films 
| recommended for family viewing. 
Advisory editorial panel includes 
Assistant Bishop of Birmingham 
and assistant editor of the Church 
Shiffrin’s ‘Glitter’ of England Newspaper. 
“Glitter,” by A. B. Shiffrin (Pop- | ; 
ular Library; 25c), is a novel of 
the Broadway theatre by the au- Dr. Frances Horwich, — better 
thor of “Aneel in the Pawnshop’ | known as “Miss Frances” to her 
and other plays. Yarn is about a| NBC-TV_ moppet audience, and 
hayseeds-in-his-hair young drama-| producer Reginald Werrenrath, 
tist from an upstate New York|Jr., of “Ding Dong School,” have 
farm who learns the lurid facts | collaborated on a series of books 
from a couple of moist-| patterned after the 
lipped gals and an unscrupulous | show. 
shoestring producer. The play he} Titled 


‘Ding Dong’ Books 





television 


“Ding Dong School Se- 





brings to town is a flop, but after] ries,’ the books will be released | 


being seduced by the nympho} by Rand McNally Aug. 1 
leading lady, he murries the pro-|sell for 25c. 
ducer’s secretary (who first showed | Ding Dong Schooi 
him the ropes sexually and pro-|and $2 editions, will hit the book- 
fessionally), takes her back to the} stalls later in the summer. This 
| edition will outline 35 activities of 
and at the finale is | the TV School and will be illus- 
working on a new script and the) trated by Kathryn Evans 
prospect of parenthood siipecnniaion 

Novel is a pulp-paper version of | CHATTER 
the Broadway theatre which | , ‘ ; , 
should be absorbing enough for| Dial Press publishing 
lip-moving readers, but hardly of | Walker-Malcoskey’s book of verse, 


and will 


concern to anyone in the trade. | The Eternal Variant 


lobe, |. Claude Binyon sold a piece on 


y | Bob Hope, tagged ‘“Matzoh Ball | 


Soup,” to Esquire magazine. 
Student-aid fund for journalism 
students has been 


Dutton's Politicos & Nonsense | 

“Franz von Papen Memoirs,” by | 
the pre-World War I German mil- | 

itary attache in the U. S., trans-| "5 4 
lated by Brian Connell, will be | cists Guild. 
published in August by Dutton’s, | : . 
which is also bringing out “Ciano’s| P.a. Helen Gould, on her first Euro- 
| Hidden Diary (1937-38)." Latter, | J : jeeceh 
translated from the Italian, has} the Berlin Film Festival, ete. 
notes by Andreas Mayor (introduc-| , Robert F. Hawkins (Hawk), rov- 
tion by Maleolm Muggeridge). This | ing Variety mugg in Genoa, Rome 
is a footnote to Count Galeazzo| and points all over the European 

Ciano’s hevetofore published diary. | Map, just got engaged to a Spanish 

In a lighter vein, Dutton will! girl, non-pro. 

publish “Nonsense, USA,” by ex- In October, Simon & Schuster 
Hearstman now publicist Dick Hy-} will publish “Herman Hickman’s 
man, with comic drawings by Otto| Scrap Book,” collection of anec- 
Soglow and foreword and “warn-}| dotes and stories by the football 
| ing’ by Bugs Baer. Also in lighter! coach and TV figure. 

re hen ry per oy of Gen Noel Coward has written intro- 
Street Journal carteous selected bay | duction and program notes for the 
ae ee eee *|“Noel Coward Song Book.” which 
Charles Preston, will be published by Simon & 

3 Schuster in November. 

Sylvia Lyons, on a solo summer 
| holiday with one of her sons, 
: me _4he) George, doing some good legman 
Player's Boy” (Pantheon; $2.75), is| tourism reporting for her husband, 
a novel to delight all stagers. Leonard Lyons’ column. 

Bryher, the author, is an English-| Goodman Publications opened 
woman The single name under} new Coast offices for its series of 
which she writes derives from an) six film and TV fan mags, with 
island off the Cornwall coast of | Art and Len Weissman continuing 
which she wrote in an earlier book. | as staff fotogs and Coast reps. 
_ Bryher is an Elizabethan special- Neil Morgan, San Diego (Cal.) 
ist. In “The Player’s Boy" she! Tribune columnist and author of 
spins a quicksilver tale of a ‘pren-|“My San Diego.” has two books 
tice lad in the London theatre of) due in fall—“Know Your Doctor” 
Beaumont and Fletcher. The great) (Little, Brown) and “It Started 
Elizabeth is dead. All the author's | With a Roar.” history of San Diego 
characters move with the feeling Zoo, latter tome published locally. 
of persons who have lived in a “The Best of H. T. Webster.” a 
magnificent age, but who are lost compilation of the N. Y. Herald 
when the old order passes. Tribune cartoonist’s drawings, will 

Because Bryher can turn archaic be brought out by Simon & Schus- 
phrases into idioms of speech and; ter in August. Robert E. Sher- 
life, she is able to relate this story, wood will write an introduction to 


Of A Yesteryear Show Biz 
From the first glimpse of its 
jacket to its unusual tagline, “The 


in the first person. One of the the Philo Calhoun-edited collec- 
chief jovs in her prose is her’ tion. 

ability to write pungent, lively Caldwell-Clements, Inc.,  pub- 
dialog. For example, Raleigh's ex- lisher of 


Television Retailing, is 
splitting the mag into two separate 
novel, is presented almost entirely publications as of next September. 
in “ad lib” speeches from the mob New mags will be tagged Mart and 
that waiched the old knight die Technician. Mart will be aimed 
his volume carries some of the at the TV-appliance retailer while 
best accounts of period theatre in Technician will be edited for the 
modern literature. Most profession-, TV-audio-electronic serviceman, 


ecution, which is the climax of the 


Version, called “The | 
Book.” in $1} 


| using interiors. 


stuif like this whenever I had any, and would pay me twice the standard 
space rate. 
The Old Heave-Ho! 
The only kickback was that the piece immediately got me barred 
from the Victorine Studio. 


I note the Victorine Studio is still in business in a desultory sort 
of way, but my prognosis was correct because between 1928 and today 
Joinville, Elstree, Berlin and now Rome have continued to take the 
picture-making play away from that lovely lotus-eating land between 
Mentone and Cannes. 

I think my urge to crash a gate developed at that time too. I 
remember the Victorine Studio had grilled iron gates which were 
locked when things were more quiet than usual. During production, 
however, the gates were open and a chain was stretched across the 
entrance. It was guarded by a Corsican. 

Max Eastman had told me how he tried to get in, was denied en- 
trance, walked away, and then suddenly turned, ran toward the gate 
and climbed over it while the Corsican’s back was turned. Later he 
came back and reported to the guard that the gendarme was right. 
Nobody was in. 

But I wanted to get in at a time when five pictures were being 
made on only four stages, meaning that one company had to be rotated 
and kept on either location or around the lot while the others were 
They were small companies from England, France 
and Germany, but I wanted to see, nevertheless, how they were solving 
this traffic problem. 

I learned that the gateman responded to a horn of any bigshot who 
might be coming ‘round the turn. He couldn't see them but on hearing 
the horn he would drop the chain. So accompanied by a hornblower 
(not Arthur, Jr.), I tore up the road, ordered him to honk that horn 
as if he were Mussolini himself and drove like mad along that wall. 
By the time I came into view the chain was down. I hate to think 
of what would have happened if it handn’t been down. The Corsican 


| guard, knowing I was persona non grata, stood there gaping and then 


Edna | 


| office. 


established at | 
Long Island U. by the N. Y. Publi- 


Hollywood freelance writer, ex-, 


pean trip to do interviews, cover | 


started to chase the car up the road. We lost him on the lot in a 
matter of seconds. He went back to his post. 

I guess by this time it must be clear that I was born to be a VARIETY 
mugg because obviously I had no dignity. All I had was a desire 
to get a story from origifial sources and write it as I saw it. In fact 
that’s all you had to do to satiisfy Sime. 

When I wanted to go to London about some medical treatments, 
I wrote to him asking if he could set me up temporarily in his London 
He responded in most practical terms. 

“The manager of the London office,” he wrote, “is Jolo. Make 
your deal with him. If you're not satisfied with it, don’t tell Jolo. 
Tell me and I'll make up the difference. That's not because I don't 
want Jolo to know, because I know Jolo. 

I made the deal. I thought it was alright so I didn’t write Sime, 
but months later he must have found out and decided that in money 
matters I certainly was a chump, because when I returned to the 
Riviera for the winter, he sent me a fat bonus. 

Afterward he elevated me to writing a column called “European 


_Runaround.” I liked the title because I didn’t do any running around 


at all. But in those days anybody of note, after running around Europe, 
ultimately came to the Riviera for relaxation and rest. There he said 
things he never would have said in Moscow, Berlin, Paris, Rome or 
Vienna. 

In Nice I had the problem of teaching my bride the sort of English 
that passes for the mother tongue among those bearing stigmata of 
show business. Instead of going all the way back to Chaucer and 
working up to the Atlantic Monthly, I cut to the chase and began 
teaching her out of copies of Vartery. To her there seemed very little 
difference between Chaucer and Variety, but at this late date I think 
it Was a time saver, because when we ultimately returned to America. 
she talked like everybody along Broadway, but with a delightful 
Scandinavian accent 

Like all VaRteETY muggs, I yenned to unearth a story worthy of that 
front-page banner. I got it once when least expected. 

I was up in Ogden, Utah, and ran into a bunch called the Turtle 
Assn. They were broncho-busters and were getting very discontented 


with their billing and payoffs at various rodeos. It was around the 
| time when sitdown strikes were a new form of labor protest. Since 


' 


these guys earned a living by sitting down, they had to pull a switch. 
So they pulled a stand-up strike. They won, too. 

Looking backward from my silver anniversary (which I understand 
{ share with Darryl Zanuck and Donald O'Connor this year, though 
| thought they were both much older than I), I find that the response 
of people to a good column these days is much warmer than it used 
to be. In the old days a bigshot only beefed at a bad notice and ex- 
pected a good one as a king expects deference from peasants. But 
today a good column will get letters of thanks and sometimes long 
prepaid telegrams. 

Every so often someone suggests that I ought to syndicate Scully s 
Scrapbook. I tell them that what they like in VarRtety is exactly wiat 
would have to be cut out if the column were syndicated. 

I have a suspicion that between Editor Abel and contributor Scully 
less communications have passed than between any other editor and 
one ot his staff. I have never been briefed on what is called “policy.” 
and wonder if it doesn't work out as well this way as it does under the 
more regimented method of communication between a general and 
his army in the field 
I tell my kids that, despite the Emancipation Proclamation, there 
is no way of avoiding slavery in this life. You either impose it on 
yourself or others impose it on you. If you don't like being told what 
to do, anticipate directives and have them taken care of before they 
arise. That's the only way I know of being your own boss; be your 
own slare. 

I don't know how much this will help the generation that is destined 
to succeed us, but it's my story and I’m happy to be stuck with it. 
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" Broadway 


RKO eastern Dea topper Mer- 
yin Houser to the Coast for series 
of meetings. 
Metro pub-ad chief Howard Dietz 
ack at his homeoffice desk after 
being out sick for a week. 
Publicist Michael O'Shea en 
route back to N. Y. from a Nome 
and the Klondike vacation. 
Republic prexy Herbert J. Yates 
in from the Coast for a week’s con- 
fabs with homeoffice execs. 
Buster Crabbe will be King of | 
the Adirondack Championship Ro- 
deo at Saranac Lake, July 17-19. 





| Herbert Patterson 
| roles in “Bell, 
| when it opens season for summer 


Replaces Sammy Watkins’ band, off 
to Statler in Washington, D.C. 
Herman Pirchner’s Alpine Vil- 
lage Club using series of new en- 
tertainers discovered via Sidney 
Andorn’'s weekly “Auditions Am- 
bitious” over WXEL, with baritone 





Jeff Todd as first guest artist. 

Lehman Engel, composer of 
music in “Golden Ladder,” tried 
out here by Karamu Players, 
brought in group of New Yorkers 
to inspect it. Thomas Hammond 
plans to produce it on possibility 
in the fall. 


| to prepare 


London | 


Metro hosted a cocktail party | 
for Joe Pasternak. 

Colette Mars arrived from Paris | 
to open a cabaret season at the 
Pigalle, Piccadilly. 

Jack Hillyard filling a cabaret 
date at the Embassy Club before 
returning to Hollywod. 

Jerome Whyte arrived last week | 
the upcoming Drury 
production of “The King} 


Lane 


| and I.” 


Richard Hylton, Betty Bendy and 


slated for lead 
Book and Candle” 


Warners shorts subjects topper} stock at Chagrin Falls this week 
Norman Moray touring company’s | William Van Sleet and Paul Marlin 
exchanges following a Coast visit. | producing. 


Roger L. Stevens ; 
New York Monday (22) after four 
weeks in London and Paris seeing 
} Lavs. 


ng Ex-Par studio 
sub-ad topper now owns LaSerena | 
jotel, Palm Springs. 

Mildred Shagal, veepee of Ken- 


ing in Honolulu. 
I 
} 


neth Allen Associates, concert and | 


returned to} 


The George Browns honeymoon- | 





Paris 
Michel Auclair into French legit 
version of “Rope.” 
“Queen Is Crowned” (U) playing 
three first-runs here. 
Artur Rubinstein 
Maurice Lehmann for 


signed ‘by 
opera con- 


talent management, leaving June | cert June 27. 


30 for two-month European trip. 


Tony and Eddie, now at Spivy’s 


Buffalo attorney Sidney B. Pfei-| East Side, to Cannes Palm Beach 


fer—and vet VARIETY mugg in that 
: elected president of the Erie 


are@a- 
County Bar Assn. for a one-year 
term. 


Casino July 1. 
Tennessee Williams has gone on 
to dramatic festival in Helsinki 


| after week here. 


Metro studio exec E. J. Mannix | 
and studio publicity topper Howard | tival of Love Films, will run in St. 
Strickling returned to the Coast; Jean-De-Luz Sept. 1-15. 


over the weekend following home- 
office confabs. 

Third annual newspapermen and 
publicists weekend tees off the 
summer season at Bernie Kamber’s 
Wayne Country Club, Tyler Hill, 
Pa., Friday (26). 

Victor Samrock, general mana- 
ger for the Playwrights Co., ac- 
companied by Mrs. Samrock, will 
leave next Monday (29) for a 
three-week vacation in Bermuda. 

Virginia Davis flew to Ireland 
yesterday (Tues.) on a combined 
coneert and folksong collecting 
tour. Will cover Europe and the 
pest East, returning in mid-Octo- 
of 

Lizabeth Scott returned to the 
Coast Sunday (21) following a two- 
week stay during which she helped 
plug “Scared Stiff,” in which she 
costars with Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis. 

Jackie Heller, just back from a 
Holland-America liner’s cruise that 
took in the Coronation, plans 
headquartering in N. Y., rather 
than return to his Carousel, which 
he operates in Pittsburgh. Heller 
was emcee of the ship’s show. 

Humphrey Bogart and Lauren 
3acall returned to the Coast fol- 
lowing a two-day stopover on their 
return from London. Bogart leaves 
for Honolulu shortly to go before 
the cameras in Stanley Kramer's 
filmization of “The Caine Mutiny.” 





Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 

Helios Film Co. $300,000 in red. 

Albert Quendler shooting ‘“Mar- 
riage of Figaro,” a tinter, 

Axel y. Ambesser directing film 
comedy, “One Must Be Lucky.” 

Met singer Eleanor Steber ap- 
peared here in opera and radio. 

F rench film director Louis Da- 
_ inked by Wien Film for two 
1X. 

Dr. Rene 


Nebesky-Wojkowits 
returned 


from Tibet with color 
ms. 


Author Kurt Friedberger re- 
ceived honorary badge of the city 
of Vienna. , 

Pianist Paul Badura-Skoda in- 
Vited by N.Y. Philharmonic for 
concert in fall. 

_Volkstheatre prepping “They 
Got What They Wanted” by Irish 
author Louis d’Alton. 

Austrian radio network Ravag 
began installations of ultra short- 
Wave sender for possible TV. 
ainosenhuegel studio working on 
. ‘Moecker operetta, “Gasparone.” 
A nold Bronnen and Anneliese 
‘au are scripting. . 
so eany scenes of historical pic, 
grenisee Waltz,” will be shot in 

“aiser cottage at Bad Ischel, Up- 
per Austria, where Francis Joseph 
I. spent many summers. 


Cleveland 


a By Glenn C. Pullen 

. azel Scott did gcuest-star act 
* Israel Bonds rally. 

,_ Ted Lewis Orch and unit show 
Sky-W ay Club for 10 days. 

,.‘,2¢K Bobier sold his Encore Club 





& 


chowmeinery, 

h ry 7 

¢)/sbout 12 Cleveland thespians off 
loin Penn Playhouse’s strawhat 


st * at Meadville, Pa. 
5) uis Jordan's band-revue_ is 
»'aying Towne Casino. Gracie Bar- 


~ 


le Js in Hollenden’s Vogue Room. 
rom Wen Knuth’s Starliters orch 
<.'™ WGAR’s staff checked into 
Statler Terrace Room for summer. 


a 


| 





| Lee and his 


Another fete, International Fes- 


Athenee feteing Julian Green 
and cast of his play, ‘“‘The South,” 
after 100th performance. 


Gary Cooper getting the Victoire | 


award as most popular actor ac-| 
cording to public referendum. 
Gloria Lasso back for another 


stint at the Dinarzade nitery aiter 
her run at Embassy Club in Lon- 
don. 


Jules Levey lookseeing French 


production facilities for possible 
film production here. Levey has 
two properties he would like to 
do here, 


Mischa Auer will play opposite 


Elvire Popesco in a reprise of 
Jacques Deval'’s legiter, ‘Tovar- 
ich,” at the Sarah Bernhardt in| 


September. 

Isa Miranda and Pierre Brasseur 
will be in a new pic version of 
“Rasputin,’ a tinter and 3-D'er. 
Starts in August with Raymond 
Bernard directing. 


New Hope, Pa. 


By Allen Ward 


Robert Keith in for looksee of 
“Roberts” on his way to the Coast 


Pianist Jack Travers joined Ed} 


Staley at the keyboard in Canal 
House, local nitery. 

Leo Trachtenberg finishing film 
for National Society for 
tion of Blindness, using 
school kids. 

Jessie Royee Landis in for re- 
hearsals of ‘‘Celia,” George Batson 
mystery-comedy to bow at 
or Playhouse week of June 


9. 

Budd Schulberg in from Coast 
after getting UA go-ahead on his 
N.Y. waterfront film. tentatively 
titled, “The Golden Warrior.” In 
on production huddle was Elia 
Kazan. 

Tommy Cannon, ballet master 
and choreographer at the Philadel- 
phia Opera, is mounting a pro 
sing-and-dance show for New Hope 
Fair, annual community §arts- 
crafts-theatre shindig July 1-4. 


Portland, Ore. 


Hawaiian Holi-daze with Pappy 
Hawaiians due soon 
at Clover Club. 

TV Station KPTV did its first 
remote show last week with tele- 
cast of the annual Rose Festival. 

Harry Carroll & Polly Baker 
plus the Nita Bieber Dancers held 
for second week at Amato’s Supper 
Club. 

Ada Leonard and her AlII-Girl 
orch played one nighter at the 
Jantzen Beach Ballroom last Sat- 
urday (20). 


_- 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
William and Maria Riva here en- 
route to Israel for TV filming. 
Tony Quinn vacationing in Is- 
chia and Capri before starting 
work on “Ulysses.” 
Bruce Cabot here for role in 


local 








Tong Y. Chin, who turned it into | 


Errol Flynn's ‘‘William Tell,” to be 
shot in the Italian Alps, 


Arthur Lubin and Raymond 


Strauss left for North Africa to} 


scout locations for a picture to star 
Cornel Wilde. - 
Lana Turner, Pier Angeli, Joe 


Pasternak, and Richard Brooks in! 


Naples for location shots on ‘Flesh 
and the Flame.” 

J. Barry Mahon planed out for 
N.Y. and will visit points east as 


far as India for distribution of lat- ' ] ' 
“Master of here this fall to tie in wit 


est Errol Flynn pic, 





Don Juan.” 


Preven- | 


Bucks | 





| 


/ 


| 


} 


The Granada Theatres, Ltd., has 
applied to the Postmaster General 
for a license to operate commer- 
cial TVG 

Florence Desmond read extracts 
from her autobiog on a British 
Broadcasting Corp. program last 


weekend 
Reginald Denenholz, pressagent 
of the New York Theatre Guild 


vacationing in London and gander- 
ing current legit crop. 

Latest arrivals from New York 
include Biff Maguire, Gabriel Pas- 
cal, Charles Laughton, Beatrice 
Lillie and Mrs. Paul Gallico. 


Burl Ives is to record four more | 


programs in the “Wayfaring 
Stranger’ series before he starts 
his vaude tour at the end of June 

Tay Garnett in for confabs with 


Irving Allan, Cubby Broccoli and 
Alec Coppel on “The Black} 
Knight’ which he is to direct for 
Columbia 

Peter Sontar planed to South 


Africa where he is to stage direct 
the George and Alfred Black pro- 
duction of “Sky High” in Johan- 
nesburg. Production stars Zoe 
Gail. It opens July 24, 


Ri . 
Iviera 
By Ed Quinn 

Anna Neagle arrived for a short 
vacation at Menton. 

Claudette Colbert staying outside 
Nice for two months vacation 

Kanoi Dancers worked in cabaret 
at the Casino Night Club “Smiling 
Spring” at Juan-les-Pins. 

Humphrey Bogart and Lauren 
Bacall at Cap d’Antibes Hotel for | 
a short stay before visits to Rome 
and Paris. 

Clark Gable drove in for a few 
days at La Reserve, Beaulieu, and | 
will continue along the Mediter- 
ranean to Naples 

Andre Cavatte worked on the 
exteriors of his latest film at Ali 
Khan's villa Chateau de Il'Horizon 


Italian film star Isa Miranda ha: 
lead. 
Sir Alexander Korda quietly 


married to young Canadian Alex- | 
andra Boycun at Town Hall, Venice, | 
and after three days’ honeymoon 
left for London. 

Orson Welles finished off a sce- 
nario of “Paris by Night” for Sir 
Alexander Korda. Work on the film 
should start in August with Orson 
Welles directing and starring. 

Jean Cocteau recording a radio 
series of his dialogs accompanied | 
by music of modern composers, 
particularly Poulenc. Cocteau | 
plans to leave shortly for Spain. 

Georges Enesco and Aldo Cic- | 
colini gave a one nite concert with 
the Nice Philharmonie Orchestra 
at the Opera House, Nice, in the} 
“Printemps Musical” concert serics, 


Fire Island 


By Robert Lantz 

The Joseph L. Mankiewiczes | 
moved to Glen Cove for the sum- 
mer, | 
Nina Foch conferring with David | 
Alexander, who will direct her in 
the new Sig Miller play. 

George Axelrod, “Seven Year 
Itch” author, and the Eddie | 
Alberts have houses in Ocean Bay 
Park. 

ASCAP publicity director Rich- 
ard F, Frohlich and the Richard | 
Atterburys here for the season. | 
Mimi Kilgore, Biow Agency, and | 
husband, here on vacation. 

Claude Dauphin expected here | 
first week of July, prior to starting | 
his multiple picture deal at WB 
in August. He fintshed film and | 
stage commitments in Paris. 


Tokyo | 


By Richard H. Larsh 
Daiwa Production’s ‘‘Anatahan, 
directed by Josef von Sternberg, | 
will be released here June 29. | 
Tetsuro Furugaki reelected as 
prexy of Japan Broadcasting Cor-| 
poration (NHK) for a three-year | 








term, ; om 
Mexican film, “Los Olvidados,” | 
to be released here in September | 


under the unused 1952 Mexican 
quota. , 
Mitsubishi Denki upping monthly 


Polaroid specs production 600,000 | 
pairs with installation of new ma- 


chinery. 
Shinichiro Miyakawa_ back 
Tokyo from trip to Germany where 
| he huddled with West German gov- 
ernment officials over a film agree- 
ment for 1953-54. 
| RKO may release 


} here of film’s director, Robert Ros- 


sellini, 
come 


| will be in charge here. 


| her 


| Repertory Co., will guest with Ra- 
| dio 


| tree Race,” at Vinales Valley, 


Juggler” at 


| world 


in| 


Purple 
| (19). | 
“Stromboli” | Faces” cast, Johnny Martin, David 
h visit| Le Winter and Lucille and Eddie 
}Roherts among others. 


who has been invited to 
here for huddles with Sho- 
chiku on the possibility of the 
Italian director making a film here. 

William G. Schwartz, RKO gen- | 
eral manager for Japan, will leave | 


, Japan for a lengthy stay in U. S.| 


next month. During his absence, 
Ricardo Canals, newly appointed 
general manager for the Far East | 
who was formerly Philippine boss, 


Minneapolis | 


By Les Rees 


Henry Charles band into Prom 
Ballroom for three-nignter 

“An Inspector Calls’ on tap at 
Edyth Bush Little Theatre 

Theatre Guild 1953-54 Lyceum 
season to comprise eight attrac- 
tions, one more than a year ago 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room 
holding over singer Gisele Mac- 


Kenzie and magico Charles Carts 


Stan Kenton played one- 
nighters in Twin Cities at Excel-| 
sior Amusement Park and Prom 


Ballroom. 

Al Sheehan again producing and 
directing Aquatennial’s “Aqua Fol 
lies” water show, July 15-26, fot 
14th consecutive year. 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 

Phil Harris in from the Coa 
qualify for the Vice-President’ 
Fiight in the Trans Mississippi Goll 
Tournament. 

Tom Downing taking an assign- 
ment on the mike at KCKN in| 
place of Buddy Black off to Chi on 
a 17-week engagement there. | 

Helen O'Connell prepping fo! 
upcoming TV show with 
Bob Eberly June 29 while doing a} 
two-week club date at Eddys. 

Maureen Cannon hies to the 
Park Lane, Denver, for a two-week | 
date following her fortnight at 
Eddy's here, closing June 25 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Peter Ustinov in from London 
for Authors’ Congress. 

Margalo Gilmore in from N.Y 
for vacation with husband Robert 
Ross j 

Coliseum Cinema in Limerick 
shut down after 30 years of opera- 
tion by owner Tom Gough 

Oliver B. Johnston, of Walt Dis 
ney Productions, vacationing in 
Dublin. He was born here and 
left for U.S. in 1920. | 

Peter Watts, British Broadcast- 
ing Corp., and players from BBC 


eft to 


Eireann next month. 


Havana 


Sans Souci set to reopen at end 
of June. 

“House of Wax” (WB) 
in Radiocentro circuit, 

Filming of Cuban 





playing | 


“Oak- 
de- 
layed several days by heavy rains 

CMQ-TV signed Xavier Cugat 
orch to appear this month. Jose 
Iturbi is set for July appearances 

Sonny Marden, formerly with 
the Blue Network, to leave for US. | 


film, 


lto take up residence there after 


three years in Cuba, 

Havana’s top dance team, Chi- 
quita & Johnson, ended eight- | 
month stand at Tropicana and plan | 
to go to Hollywood in July, 


o 
Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Arena Stage preemed “Boy 
Meets Girls” this week as its first 
summer show. 
Gene Autry, 





here to highlight 


Texas State Society outing, a 
White House visitor. 
First local demonstration § of, 


20th’s CinemaScope set for next 
Friday (26) ayem at Palace. 

Israel Ambassador and Mrs. | 
Eban held two screenings of “The 
MCAA's Academia 
for reps of Embassy Row last week 

Former Vice-President Alben W. 
Barkley made honorary member, 
of AFTRA, following in footsteps 
of some other honorary AFTRA | 


| card holder, one-time Secretary of 


Treasury, Henry Morgenthau, J: 


. 
Chicago 

Jean Madiera of the Met planed 
in from Chile for title role in “Car- | 
men” at the Music Theatre. 

William Holden in town to help | 
along “Moon Is Blue” which had 
preem at Woods Theatre | 
Monday. res 

Helen Hayes here to receive 
Sarah Siddon’s Society award as 
Chi’s actress of the year for her 
role in “Mrs. McThing.” 

Group of 18 entertainers per-| 
formed for 500 wounded vets on 

Heart Cruise Jast Friday 
List includes most of “New 





iger of 
i cessing lab because of i'l 


il. E 


Hollywood 


Business Manager Lois Horn un- 
derwent abdominal surgery. 

Jennifer Jones and David O. 
Selznick due back this week for 
summer, 

Hollywood Foreign Correspond- 
ents picked “Shane” as picture 
ot month. 

Gregg Tallas back from almost 


'a year in Greece with film, “The 


Barefoot Battalion.” 

Reno Browne, film cowgal, back 
in the saddle after a year's ab- 
sence caused by injuries. 

American Cinema Editors honors 
retiring film editor Robert J. Kern 
at luncheon today (Wed.). 

Director Frank McDonald 1ecup- 
erating at Hollywood Presbyterian 
Hospital following operation. 

Milton Beecher, assistant td 
Kenneth McKenna at Metro, re- 
cuperating following a heart at- 
tack 


Capitol Records prexy Glenn 
Wallichs returned from a seven- 
week tour of Europe 14 pounds 
lighter 


Pat O'Brien’s daughter Mavour- 
neen sings with Roger Wagner 
Chorale in Aug. 13 concert at Hol- 
lywood Bowl, 


James R Grainger, Charles 
Boasberg and Walter Branson in 
town for huddles on upcoming 


RKO production. 

Potal of 94 employes made grade 
at 20th-Fox'’s Quarter Century 
Club banquet which will become 
an annual event 

M. J. Rothenberger suceceds B, 
J. Burns who bowed out as mana- 
Eastman's Hollywood pro- 
health, 
Connors, former third 
baseman who turned thesp, ad- 
dressed annual tea of» Southern 
California Motion Picture Council. 

IMPPA presented plaque to Mrs, 
Chadwick in recognition of 
given group by her late 


Chuck 


services 


j 
|} husband who was association prexy 
| for 


many years, 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal V. Cohen 


Mike Kukic, newcomer to nitery 
belt, manaying Arlington Lounge. 
Viadimir Bakaleinikoff convales- 


| cing on the West Coast after oper- 


| ation. 
| Local girl Jenny Lou Law re- 
placed Alice Ghostley in “New 


Faces of 1952” in Chicago. 

Pat Rand, who was at Carousel 
last winter with Rush-Holden girls, 
back to join new line there 


Herb Shriner coming here to- 
morrow (Thurs.) to plug “Main 
Street to Broadway’ for a day. 


Vince Barnett flew in from Hol- 
ivwood to help his parents, the 
Luke Barnetts, celebrate 55th wed- 


ding anni. 
Moe Silver’s daughter, Barbara, 
won Mary A. Graham Mitchell 


award, highest honor for yraduat- 
ing senlor at Winchester school. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 


Chuck Gordon orch signed to 
play the Wilson Line’s Delaware 
River moonlight cruises. 


Muggsy Spanier’s combo at Ren- 
dezvous has leader's stepson, Bud- 
dy Charles, doubling on piano and 


vocals. 
Ross Raphael orch leaving 2-4 
Club after five straight years to 


| play summer at the Bolero, Wild- 
| wood, N.J 


Benny Stave, former co-owner 
of Saxony Cafe, named manager 
of Woodcrest Country Club in 
New Jersey. 

Sunny Gale, current at Chub- 
by’s, signed for Hollywood Mo- 
cambo in fall, and to make 3-D 
musical for Sol Lesser. 


ey 


. 
Memphis 
By Matty Brescia 

Joy Theatre, shuttered in near- 
by West Memphis for nearly two 
years, now for sale. 

W. C. Handy, composer of famed 
“Memphis Blues,” honored with 
Doctor of Musie sheepskin by Wil- 
herforce U in Ohio. 

Olivia Brown, WMCT women’s 
director, now busiest femme in lo- 


cal TV with five morning shows 
and two stints on a one-week basis. 
She also does six radio shows 
weekly. 
Atlantic City 
By Joe W. Walker 
Johnnie Ray set as vaudeville 


topper at Pier over July 4. 

Henry Jerome band plays the 
Marine ballroom June 26-July 2. 

Eddie Bracken, Eddie White, 
and Richard Hayes into Steel Pier 
for vaudeville week of June 28. 

Natalie Craveth, Leon Stevens 
and Bryarly Lee opened in Quar- 
1 terdeck theatre Monday night (22) 
bin “Night of January 16th.” 


— 
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the Regent Theatre, Buffalo, this 
week, regard the “T-bomb of 3-D” 
with historic portent in its inevita- 
ble effect on the picture business. 

Rodgers & Hammerstein also 
saw Todd-AO yesterday (Tues.) in 
Buffalo, in company with their at- 
torneys and scientists from Amer- 
ican Optical. They will make their 
decision one way or the other pos 
sibly today (Wed.) when they pow- 
wow in New York. 

Schenck, Skouras, 
veepee Arthur Hornblow, Jr., Zin- 
nemann, other UA Theatres 
sonnel—-some 40 of them 
panied Todd to the Regent, where 
AO guards have been maintaining 
top-secret protection. The Regent 
is close to the Buffalo plant of 
American Optical, but Todd plans 
shifting into the larger Century 
Theatre there shortly. 

$2,000,000 Budget 

Schenck says “Oklahoma” can 
go into production in August and 
be ready next March. Immediate 
production is necessary because 
of the authentic southwest out- 
doors atmosphere. He foresees a 
$2,000,000 budget for the picture, 
and it is a question whether names 


will be necessary. “After all, not 
long after Celeste Holm sang ‘I 
Cain't Say No’ and Alfred Drake 


serenaded ‘People Will Say We're 
In Love,’ everybody knew their 
identity. Meantime, we already 
have been looking at people, and 
so have Dick and Oscar.” (Techni- 
cally, “Oklahoma” shooting script 
has been develcped under the 
camouflaged tag of ‘Far West’). 

Todd-AO is stressed as a new 
system of motion picture expres- 
sion and projection. American 
Optical Co.'s vice-president over 
research, Brian O'Brien, calls it a 
new technique whereby the pack 
aged equipment for a roadshow 
theatre like the Rivoli, on Broad 
way, will cost around $20,000 to 
retool for everything from booth 
(but utilizing the same booth, and 
with no structural changes any- 
where in the theatre), to six-chan- 
nel stereophonic sound and new 
type screen. 

The distinetion of Todd-AO is 
its readily interchangeable (on one 
projector) 65 and 35m _ projection. 
Schenck and Skouras were im- 
pressed by the fact that the ordi- 
nary screen at the Regent sufficed 
and Dr. O'Brien’s improved screen, 
to accompany the new projection 
system, wasn't necessary. 

Anseco color film is being used 
for the 65m test footage, and the 
six multiple stereophonic sound- 
tracks are directly on the film. 
Four soundtracks have been ex- 
perimented with on the 35m _ pro- 
jection, but that is not as satis- 
factory. Todd enthuses about the 
fact that the sound is just as good 
on or off film; in fact, for road- 
showings, favors it being separate 
and apart. Schenck | personally 
likes the sound-on-film feature, 
but was even more impressed with 
the footage which created no 
schisms in the screen, a la Ciner- 
ama. Todd purposely shot straight 
roads; a roller-coaster for direct 
comparison with Cinerama’s high- 
ly effective film; closeups for in- 
timacy and, says Schenck, “what 
appeals most to us is the audi- 
ence-participation Todd-AO has 
achieved.” 

Schenck 


compared this to the 


other widescreen techniques, of 
which he calls CinemaScope the 
most effective. He observed that 


““The Robe’ will gross all the 
money any picture can ever make. 
And, of course, Spyros Skouras 
and Darryl Zanuck will have the 
Jump on the market because ob- 
viously the public wants anything 
with that new dimension, although 
for the life of me I still wonder 
how some of these early so-called 
3-D pictures are doing so well. 
Proving again that they'll turn out 
for anything that even smells of 
so-called 3-D.” 
All Bigscale 


Todd's experimental footage in- | 
cluded scenes with Evelyn Keyes, | 


and his “locations” were primed 


with an eye to practical plot devel- | 


opment. Schenck, Skouras, 
Shubert (now abroad, but 


Lee 
also on 


the board) felt that only the big- | 
gest smash in modern musicomedy | 
revolu- 


annals should match this 
tionary technique, and thus Rod- 


gers & Hammerstein came in as | 


co-partners. This has no bearing 
on the $1,000,000 fee for the 
screen rights for “Oklahoma.” 
When Rodgers was on the Coast 
this winter he was offered every 
type of independent and profit- 


Todd-A0, 3-D T-Bomb 


Continued from page 3 mem 


production | 


per- 
—accom- | 








participation setup devised or pos- 
sible. Rodgers brushed everybody 
off with the statement that “Okla- 
homa,” in its 10th year on the 
road, grossed more than it did on 
Broadway when it first opened in 
1943. Rodgers calls the musical 
the most valuable element of his 
and Hammerstein’s personal “es- 
tates.” 

Schenck, Todd, Shubert, Skou- 
ras, et al., then unfolded the po- 
tential of “Oklahoma” on film, as 
a super-roadshow attraction = in 
perhaps 35-40 theatres, for two 
or three years, and not impairing 
its live touring potentials. (In ac- 
tuality, the impact of Todd-AO 
may permit “Oklahoma” going out 
in both dimensions. 





licensing any and all producers. 


Like 20th - Fox's CinemaScope 
which will give those exhibitors 
having the Henri Cretien equip- 


ment first priority on the new 
production flow, naturally the UA 
Theatres and its partners and 
components will be the first to 
benefit from Todd-AO and Magna. 





bankrollers. Be- 
and $11,000,000 
available coin 


America are the 
tween $5,000,000 
is the reported 
Kuhn-Loeb’s 
burg was one of the principals at- 
tending the first realistic demon- 
stration of Todd's T-bomb. 

Todd has been commuting by 
plane to Buffalo, sometimes twice 
in one day. He got back last night 
(Tues.) 
rehearsal of his second season of 
“A Night in Venice” at the Jones 
Reach Amphitheatre, which opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Schenck re- 
; turns to the Coast on Friday along 
with Hornblow, Zinnemann, et al., 
to start shooting 

George Jenkins, art director for 
Magna, is already on 
match “the corn as high as an 
elephant’s high" wordage of the 
“Oklahoma” libretto to the scen- 
ery. Paradoxically, he has been 
0.0.ing considerable Kansas terri- 
tory as well as the state from the 
show of the same name. 

Rodgers & Hammerstein § are 
breaking their jump to the Coast 
with a Detroit stopoff, where 
“South Pacific’ is playing. Both 
would be active in the production. 
From their viewpoint the capital 
gains potential on their reported 
$400,000 investment in Magna ap- 
peals to them the most. 

From Magna’s viewpoint, “South 
Pacific” and a flock of affiliated 
R&H-Leland Hayward-Joshua Lo- 
gan legit properties for the new 
medium loom large in the long- 
range production plans. Already 
other big properties have been 
mulled, and conventional film 
deals stalled, as showmen eye the 
“Oklahoma” pattern in the new 
medium. 

















| Crosley Unveiling | 


Continued from page 3 aaa 


trolled combination as the super- 
duper item. Distribs were told 
this innovation will be custom 
built for fall delivery to retail at 
about $1,000. 

In a_ banquet 
Shouse, Avco veep 
manager of its Crosley division, 
told the distributors that sales of 











talk, 


kets are receiving additional stim- 


the phenomenal television growth. 
He envisioned a picture of a poten- 
tial field of 51,000,000 TV sets with- 
in several years. © 

| “It can be expected that within 
the next few years,” Shouse said, 
“the entire industry will experience 
still a tremendous new stimulus 
when the FCC approves a com- 
| patible system for color transmis- 
sion and reception.” 














Both Todd and Schenck are bul- ! 
lish on their tooling-up ability for | 


Kuhn, Loeb & Co. and Bank of | 


Frederick M. War- | 


in time for today’s dress | 


| 
location to | 


James D. | 
and general | 
TV sets in present and new mar-| 


ulus from the constant program- | 
ming improvement that has paced | 








| Kraft, Hazel Bishop 


\o__> Continued from page 2 = 
85.5° for DeSoto-Plymouth; ‘Tal- 
ent Scouts” got 87.7°> for Lipton, 
and “I Love Lucy” got 88.5° rec- 
ognition for Phillip Morris. Yet 
|General Electeric hit only 36.6°% 
,on “I Married Joan (Davis) and 
| Red Buttons pulled only 59.2%) for 
General Foods. 

One factor not reveajed in the 
regular Trendex coverage was 
| bought out in a special Trendex 
‘report for a network research de- 





| partment studying “Omnibus.” Re- 
| port indicated that multiple spon- 
sorship would weaken recognition 
| of each of the individual sponsors, 
/even in a case where there was a 
natural title tiein, like Greyhound’s 
sponsorship in “Omnibus,” with 
the use of the word “bus” in the 
title. “Omnibus” ranked 8lst out 
|of 90 programs, with the percent 
| of viewers able to identify one of 
the five sponsors only 39.6%. 
Average of the sponsor identifi- 
cation indices for tke five sponsors 





was 8.8%, while only 9.4% of those | 


knowing any of the sponsors could 
identify more than one. If each of 
the individual sponsors were 
ranked together with the other 90 
shows, they would be 91st through 
95th. 

Actually, same thing doesn’t hold 
for alternately sponsored shows. 
Median sponsorship of the 15 al- 
ternately sponsored shows is 
57.6%, only slightly lower than 
the median for all 90 programs 
reported. Example of a sponsor 
holding up under alternate spon- 
sorship is Goodyear, which despite 
Phiico’s longtime identity with 
“Television Playhouse,” got 66.7% 
recognition. 


| ‘Toast’ Fans 
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ern ad-pub and studio publicity 
director respectively, “to see what 
we could do there.” He admitted 
there was a possibility of a “Toast” 
profile of 20th prexy Spyros P. 


as part of the Selznick story will 
be excerpts from “Gone With the 
Wind.” 

Distribs had enthusiastically co- 
operated with Sullivan in making 
their leading releases available 
for “Toast” excerpting. Industry’s 


| 
| 
| 
| 


in free advertising. According to 
Sullivan, it had been his expecta- 
tions that the previews would be 
|'a boffo draw with his audiences, 
particularly since he had his pick 
of top product. Among the pix 


Madam,” 
“Small 
*Des- 


and Beyond,” ‘Call Me 
“Trouble Along the Way,” 
Town Girl,” “Happy Time,” 
tination Gobi.” 
Sullivan said he 
continue using film 
but commented that 


intended to 
personalities, 
it was diffi- 


cult to find suitable material for 
them. 
Film company execs yesterday 


(Tues.) were reluctant to comment 
on the Hollywood rebuff. It was 
pointed out, however, that it had 
no direct bearing on projected 
industry TV series over ABC-TV 
this fall. Show will also trailerize 
pix, but it’s to be entirely on film. 











Variety Bills 
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Olie Clark 
Dennis & Darlene 
Boulevar-Dears (7) 


F. Masters Orc. 
Edgewater Beach 
Tony Bennett 
Marg Sis & Bruno 
D Hild Ders (10) 
Paimer House 
Dorothy Shay 
Wally Boag 
M Abbott Derg (8) 


Brian Farnon Ore 

Conrad Hilton Hot’l 

Fileen Carroll 

Margie Lee 

Seitz & Loichinger 

Dick Price 

Sid Krofft 

Kodell 

Maricich & 
Peterson 

Dick Salter 

Bill Jordan 

N & J Waldo 





Buddy Rust Eddie O'Neal Ore 
LOS ANGELES 
| Ambassador Hotel ; Hadda Brooks 


Dick Hazard Trio 
Ciro’s 
Peggy Lee 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Charley Foy's 
L Carter & Carti'rs 


Haves & Healy 

Franklyn D’Amore 

Ted Fio Rita Ore 
Bar of Music 

Josephine Premice 

Dwight Fiske 

E Bradford Ore 


B Gray's Bandbox | Mary Foy 

Billy Gray M Padula 
| Moore & Lessv A Browne Ore 
| Biltmore Hotet Mocambo 


Dorothy Claire ~"e 
George DeWitt Mary Kaye Trio 
Goetschis (3) E Oliver Ore 
Hal Derwin Ore Statier Hotel 
Cafe Gala Xavier Cugat Ore 
Queenie Leonard Abbe Lane 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Desert Inn 
N Sherman’s 
“Aqua Fair” 
J Weissmuller 
Vicki Draves 





Copa Girls 
Escorts 

Pam Garner 
Charles Nelson 
Ray Sinatra Ore 





El Cortez Silver Slipper 
Four Knights Fifi D’Orsay - 
Russ Arno 


: | Murphy Sisters 

Pudgets — Hank Henry 

Jimmy Oliver Orc Sparky Kaye 
Flamingo Bill Willard 


S ~Jones_ Insanities | Jimmy Cavanaugh 
of °53 e |M. Gates Palominos 
Last Frontier George Redman Ore 


P Whiteman Ore & 
Revue 

Dave Barry 

J Deviyn Dners 


Thunderbird 
Diosa Costello 
3} Slate Bros 


Evie & Joe Slack 
Ames —* R Orton’s Teen-A 
Jack Carter Christina Carson 
V Merlin Strings porns, | Rawnngs 


K Duffy Dansations 
Joan Larson Phil Macy 
Sa-Harem Dners Al Jahns Ore 

| Cee Davidson Ore El Rancho Vegas 
| Sands Joe E. Lewis 

Lena Horne Gloria DeHaven 
Lou Wills Jr El Rancho Girls 
'Galll Galli Bob Ellis Ore 


Cavaliers 





Skouras. Among films to be shown | 


attitude was that the Sullivan show | 
plug repped heavy chunks of coin | 


spotted on the show were “Above | 


the Queen's voice that he insisted 
‘the record should be handed over 
ito him. However, Harrington 
‘obeyed the Queen's orders and de- 
'stroyed it, thus, presumably, leav- 
ing the world without a recording 


‘of her queenly tones, unless one 
was included in the coliection of 





celebrities’ voices which Thomas A. | 
Edison acquired during the phono- 


graph’s early days. The date of 


this alleged incident is not given, | 


but it probably would have been 
some time in the late '80s after the 
wax cylinder had taken the place 
of the tinfoil spiral. 

Victoria’s son, who became King 
Edward VII, appears not to have 
made any records, but he liked the 
phonograph, even in the days of 


the wheezy wax cylinders and out- | 


sized metal horns. Fifty years ago, 
when his royal yacht, The Victoria 
& Albert, visited Portugal, the 
| King commanded that the Edison 
| Bell Co. supply him with a spe- 
| cial machine, playing the big con- 
| cert-size cylinders, five inches in 
diameter. 

Forty-eight records were selected 
by the King, or chosen by someone 
who knew his taste. Among them 

| were four marches, including ‘Im- 
| perial Edward” and “El Capitan”; 
iselections from such light operas 
|as “Pinafore” and “The Belle of 
New York”; several popular over- 
tures; popular songs, like 
my’s Carolina Twins” and “Lily of 
Laguna,” and four of the once enor- 


mousily comic “Casey” monologs 
by Russell Hunting. After trying 
}out the phonograph and records 


His Majesty was pleased to say 
| they were the best he had ever 
| heard. That undoubtedly was suffi- 


ish record firm of Edison Bell. 
Close Link te HMV 


!connection with the phonograph, 
however, has long been through 
Victor’s European 
Gramophone Co., makers 
Master’s Voice records. In 1923, 
King George V and Queen Mary 
recorded an “Empire Day Message 


| Empire,” 


| Victor. Concurrently, the Prince 


|}of Wales, later to become, briefly, | 


| Edward VIII, made a record on 
“Sportsmanship.” Among collect- 
ors, however, the most valued rec- 


Duke of Windsor, is the one issued 
| by several firms from his radio ad- 
| dress, telling of his decision to give 
}up the throne because he found it 
impossible to carry on “without 
the woman I love.” 
| Edward’s Speech on Armistice 
| Night, Nov. 11, 1927, given as part 
|of the London Daily Express ‘Re- 
|;membrance Festival” in Albert 
Hall, was also recorded by Gramo- 
phone. He had a high, rather hesi- 
tant and not particularly effective 
speaking style, although the sub- 
ject matter of his abdication speech 
nine years later wowed millions of 
listerners. 

As royalty goes, George V was a 
prolific recorder. Unlike his son, 


| a pleasant, well modulated baritone 
| voice. He spoke clearly and simply 





teners must have found appealing. 
His speech at the opening of the 
Five-Power Naval Conference in 
London on Jan. 21, 1930, was is- 
sued by both Gramophone and Vic- 
tor, and the former also made 
available his address, Nov. 12, 1930, 
| at the opening of the Indian Round- 
Table Conference. 

During World War II George VI, 
who took over when his brother 
Edward gave up the throne, made 
a good many talks to heighten the 
morale of the British people, al- 
though he was afflicted with a 
slight stammer and was not the 
equal of his father in the speak- 
ing line. The records of these talks 


studio but were taken from radio 
transmissions. One was made, at 





, the beginning of the war, on Sept. | 
| 3, 1939, and was “The King to His | 


| Peoples.” “A Message to the Em- 
pire’ followed on Christmas Day, 
1942, 1943 and 1944. 
a special recorded broadcast (“To- 
day We Give Thanks") on V-E 
| Day, May 8, 1945, and a Victory 
| Message to the Empire, Aug. 15, 
| 1945. Three other “Messages to 
the Empire” followed on Christmas 
| Day, 1945, '46 and '47. The war- 
‘time recordings were preceded by 
a “Message to the Empire” broad- 
cast on Coronation Day, May 12, 
11937. A special set of 14 12-inch 


Europe’s Royal Families 


Continued from page 2 


*“Mam.- | 


cient reward for the pioneer Brit- | 
The British royal famiiy’s closest | 
affiliate—the | 


of His | 


| to the Boys and Girls of the British 
which was also issued by | 


ord by the man now known as the | 


he was an excellent speaker, with | 


and with a modesty that most lis- | 


were not made by the King in a} 


There was! 





records, containing the Corona- 
tion Service, was also issued. 
Queen Elizabeth’s First 

Queen. Elizabeth, the present 
Queen Mother, broadcast a “Mes. 
sage to the Women of the Empire” 
Nov. 11, 1939, and there was a re. 
|cording honoring the Royal Silver 
Wedding on April 26, 1948. 

On Oct. 13, 1940, the newly 
crowned Queen—then Princess 
Elizabeth—recorded a Message to 
the Children of the Empire, and 
a record was made April 21, 1947, 
of her broadcasting from Capetown, 
South Africa, on her 21st birthda 

Another royal family record is 
one made around 1929 by the Duke 
of York, describing the purpose of 
a camp he maintained at New 
Romney. 

Germany's Kaiser Wilhelm, who 
| became such a bitter enemy of his 
| British royal relations when World 
| War I began, tried his skill as a 
recording artist half a century ago, 
| He received a visit from Prof. E. W. 
Scripture of Harvard and made two 
cylinder recordings which were to 
be preserved in Harvard's phono- 
graph archives. (Wonder if they 
were destroyec during the 1917-18 
patriotic fervor?) 
| One was part of an oration origi- 
nally delivered by Frederick the 
Great; the other a short speech on 
| ‘Courage Under Suffering.” Wil- 
helm also sent a recorded greeting 
to Edison. 

About 30 years ago King Al- 
phonso of Spain made a record 
which Victor distributed among the 
Spanish-speaking peoples of Cen- 
tral and South America. And the 
present dowager Queen Wilhelmina 
| of Holland as a very young woman 
| had a fondness for canned music. 
In 1895, when Wilhelmina was in 
her teens, an English demonstrator 
played some cylinders for her at 





| 


The Hague. Her tastes seem to 
have been much like King Ed- 
| ward’s—she chose miscellaneous 


band and vocal numbers, as well as 
several “Casey” selections by the 
American comedian, Russell Hunt- 
ing, who was also one of the fore- 
most recording experts of the horn- 
recording era. 


————— 


| Hope’s TV Station 


ams Continued from page 28 
provides that appropriate steps 
should be taken by them, in the 
event the Commission should de- 
termine that NBC retained an 
Ownership interest or a_ position 
of control in the transferee com- 
pany. In this connection, the en- 
| tire proposal of Metropolitan con- 
| templates that it will sever the 
| above relationship with NBC should 
| the latter be found by the Com- 














Presong to have this controlling 
| Status.” 
As to KMYR’s contention that 


NBC “attempted to shield its own- 
|ership interest in Metropolitan 
under the cloak of creditors’ rights 
and thereby circumvent the Com- 
| mission’s multiple-ownership pol- 


| icy,” Cunningham declared that 
this is “a matter of speculation” 
which would not justify such a 
| finding, 


“The motives of the parties in- 
volved may be ascertained enly 
from their conduct,” he said, “and 
they appear to have made a rather 
,;comprehensive disclosure to the 
Commission in this and in the as- 
signment proceeding with refer- 
ence to the exact status of NBC 
in the corporate organization and 
in the present and future manage- 
ment and operation of Metropol- 
itan. As indicated by the Broad- 
cast Bureau, the Commission, in 
approving the KOA assignment 
without the benefit of a record of 
hearing, did not contemplate that 
NBC was acquiring a status of con- 
trol... but there is nothing here 
to indicate that there were mis- 
representations or concealments 
of material facts or any form of 
| deception on the part of NBC or 
the two groups composing Metro- 
politan.” 





Drury Lane Fills Sked 
Chicago, June 23. 

| Drury Lane strawhatter has 

booked four more plays. each of 

which will run two weeks, to fill 

| out the remainder of its 12-week 

season. 

To follow its first two produc- 
tions, which feature Franchot Tone 
|in “Jason” and Sonny Tufts in 
|“The Milky Way,” in that order, 
| Drury Lane has pacted Barbara 

Payton and Tom Neal for “Post- 


‘man Always Rings Twice” 
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OBITUARIES 





JOHN B. HYMER 
John B. Hymer, 77, actor, play- 
ight and scenarist, died June 16 
» Los Angeles after a long illness. 
e was the father of the late actor 


i 


New 


Club and a member of the Boston 
Advertising Club. 

Survived by wife, son, daughter, 
mother and three brothers. 





4! joined NBC in 1935. A star of the 


Olympic games in 1920 as a swim- 
' mer, he once held 72 American and 
foreign swimming records. 

Ross was an air cadet in World 
| War I and an Air Force lieutenant 


: | colonel in World War II. After the | 
England Radio Executives} war he returned to NBC in Chi- 


cago. where he was known in radio 


jand TV as “Uncle Normie.” 


Wite, son and daughter survive. | 


St. Louis 
brothers 


June 
and 


orch, died in 
One of her six 
ters, Hugo Olk, 
and former concert master of the 
St. Louis symph orch, died in 1934 


S1S- 


Julia Pretz, formerly with the 
drapery department of Paramount 
Studios, died in Hollywood June 
14. Survivors include’ husband, 
Jacob, with Par’s drapery depart- 


14. | 


violinist, composer | 


‘Florence 


| 


H ! —— | ment, and son, Theodore, of the 
arren Hymer. He began his writ- o> gage ANDRE BENOIST studio’s prop department, 
: g career at the age of 13 with a Arth ang be Pe te wail Andre Benoist, 74, pianist, died — 
amatization of Peck’s Bad Boy.” waa pos ie i sane: po ees | June 19 at a nursing home in Mid- George W. Jacobsen, 56, who 
mer wrote numerous playlets a pinay pees , a = a dletown, N.J. For more than 35) handled the sound for many Albany 
; vaude and also acted in that brother _ of songwriter Irving years he was accompanist to the} shows, died June 17 in Memorial 
lium. He was noted in vaude : ack . or eee ae ane ‘ heart late Albert Spalding, touring the} Hospital there after a brief itlness 
“The Devil and Tom Walker, _ at hea” ae “A * : agp of world with him. Besides Spalding, | Surviving are his wife, a son, a 
eg oheie* th pt aed PR cee elle he oa aoa Benoist had accompanied Lillian | daughter, a granddaughter and a 
Walker in Dixie,” the last-nam+t é rt DY Naess = Nordica, Fr Creisler, Luisa Tet-! oy 
ae remembered by oldtimers as | to Hollywood in 1930 were “Napo- | ns ini . P ‘ble pom my ey Rew — _ 
; me On, You Red.” a line used leon’s Barber,’ “Out of the Seven H iflets ea sataacen lis a et . : : 
he = er ia mi se Seas” and “Maker of Images.” He pol, Dr. Marius N. Smith-Peterson, 
him frequently in the sketch. peas anc aker ag : Wife, two daughters and a son, gg } , dic ; 
Hymer co-authored: “East Is; wrote or collaborated on scores of | 2. i. 6 60, the orthopedic surgeon wno 
st,” “Fast Life,” “Scarlet | film scripts, among which were po pe ey the ce — hip opera 
: Se ee ; “Wide in’ “Three Faces FE; vs enmemixc tion on Arthur Godtrey last month 
pages.” “Crime” and other plays | “Wide Open,” “Three Faces East,” | ae _— ; ; . 
Pat a oom Shipman Me collabo- “Heart of New York. “Prison | LOUIS J. BREMS died June 16 of a heart ailment at 
7 with LeRoy Clemens on a Babies,” “Pistol Packin’ Mama.” | Louis J. Brems, 64, assistant di- | the Massachusetts General Hospi 
; se es one of them, “The Dea- | “Accuse My Parents,” “Three of a} rector of public celebrations for) tal, Boston. 
ey Pp cas made into a film in 1927| Kind.” “Anne of the Indies,” _ City of Boston, died in Boston —— 
n. Was . : T : ; -? op . = . « “ 17 ‘ ' ‘Tr ) j . : = 
with Jean Hersholt, in 1934 Ww ith } Northwest Ranger,” The Stal cor Web x. Degen ee ahs I ang | Mrs. Lillian MacMurray, 45. uN ife 
Berton Churchill, who had played | Maker” and Manhattan Melo- enreer ™ 1910 ‘ rages Hut “ . c of screen star Fred MacMurray and 
e lead in the legit version, and | drama He received an Oscar for ce a. oy k — : : ub ; oC former model known professionalls 
1940 with Bob Burns. With W. ‘“Melodrama;” a 1934 Metro pro- biz Be "1938 ¢ ' oo Popa alae as Lillian La Monte, died June 22 
eA - 99 . l eT oO ake = ¢ * as ty . , 
| Barry he wrote “Zoom” and duction. ; ste NP ope af hoth | 12 Santa Monica, Cal lwo 
Happv Landing.” His last play Wife, Dora, survives, besides his Sea ‘. lie was a veteran of bot adopted children survive 
ae “The Little Inn.” During the , brother, who planed to the Coast, uM ' rt 
: é . 7 ’ . _r . Survived Vv WI > son a hre 
ent film era Hymer worked for | from N. Y. for the rites. sister: 6 m Father, 79, of Shirley Frankel 
\leti al other studios as a ee EE gs meee ; secretary te r >. ie ees 
he sis STEPUEN PRANSE | HH rch 1 Se Fi ry pee a Mire Ml 
Ii ° P - . . ; ios ene : 7s0_ N Ss. ;ENE ’ yA wal N i t Pp wu < 
Wife, the former Elsie Kent, who|_ Stephen Franse, Greenwich Vil- | se ¥: , = b moagy ogee of im Brooklyn 
appeared with him in a number of lage nitery owner, was _ found | Howie’ 7 orw! an Phar ws 
tt J » re Wy) ) » ne ch 
his vaude skits, and a daughter murdered June 19 in his new owle€ s Restaurant, ! 7 1OW George C. A. Hantelman. 63, disk | 
sedan, parked at Third Ave. and| biz eatery, died June 21 in New| ,; be 
survive. ae Ste . Be sigs =o ee : jockey for WDOK and WERE, 
cchaniienetal 37th St., N. Y. The body had been York. She was the widow of Sam Meveland. and noted for his record 
sane a . brutally beaten and an autopsy | uel A. Horwitz, one of the founders | (oii di 7 i 
: Ss * heme . ww : ection, died June 1 n Cleve 
f ARL MASON GARRETT le | report disclosed that the victim had | Of Lindy’s Restaurant, N. Y. She | oer Sur z a Sey well 7 ai 
—— Regie: Med ‘es gg been dead “for about five or six send pe Howie's since her)“ ee 
CRIEIIMNES, Renee. sae Sa hours prior to discovery around 10 | husband died four years ago > Ole . — 
his latter Ate yin d a radio personality am. A former owner of the Howdy| Surviving are three sons, includ- | joue im. mre a i oom 
nichmone stations, died June 14 Club in the Village, Franse was} ing Howard, a film producer, and tied Molle as \ cane 64. Winn 
in Richmond from uremic poison- operator of the Club 82. in the| Robert, a TV director; four broth- — _ . iy Seon alt ife, 
y ,. 2s » rs . ‘ : SIs ane oul ro rs Sul ve 
thaeeels started his career at the! Vicinity of the Village, at the time | ers and a sistet | | oe 
- hoger gt deine the whan Sey a of his death. | Se _ Mother of Harry Wallace, dis 
trated sonws in the Gla Colonial Franse was also reported to have | WILLIAM HARDING sick wianaden of tallied Actiate 
: sea i ones | = bea “ an ec once owned the Club 181, (situated} = William Harding, 44, ABC pro Theatre ih in Southern California 
ban gen on i genet pain an a near the Howdy), which had its} ducer, died June 22 of throat died in Los Anmeles es 13 ; 
, 3 4 Mi a > ae He am i liquor license taken away in 1951 | cancer in Burlington, la. He started sap - : 
ee ares toured on moral grounds. | his radio career in N. Y. and was| wire 56 of Richard S Davis 
us a blackface single and appeared | | sent to the Coast several years ago! ice Gritie and fe: “ot » weds rs { 
| MALCOLM H. HOLMES |by the Ted Bates Agency to| ine Milwaukee Journal. died June 
| Malcolm Haughton Holmes, 46,| produce the Dennis Day radio y= App . town W “¥ foun a fall on 
THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE JEWISH! since 1944 dean of the New Eng-) series. le stairway lia, 
THEATRICAL GUILD LAMENTS THE land Conserv atory of Musie -_ | Wife and two sons survive, : 7 
: longtime director of the Harvard | - . | mr “2 : ; 
sey , : Mrs. Fred Green, widow of one 
EARTHLY PASSING OF Univ. Band, died in Boston June | FRANK E. PREISCH of the motion picture industry’ 
16 after a long illness. Previous to Frank E. Preisch, 82, retired! egy), pioneers and mother of Mr: 
ARTHUR CAESAR taking over the conservatory post) concert singer, died June 16 in! Gay, Pinanski. died June 22 
he played violin in the Tanglewood | philadelphia. Preisch was ba 
HE OF THE KEEN MIND AND GOOD | Quartet and for several years WaS | soloist with the Royal Carl Rosa Jack Reid, 48, manager of the 
HEART. THE MANY PLACES THAT HE a member of Tanglewood faculty | English Opera Co. at the turn of | Biograph ase. chiens dae 
HAS BRIGHTENED WITH HIS ALWAYS A member of Harvard’s class ot | the century and was soloist for the | June 7 jn Chicago atter a brief 
HIGH CONVERSATION ARE DARK THIS 28, he was largely responsible for | Philadelphia-Chicago Opera from | jjJnes: 
DAY. developing the band into a top-/ 1910-13. In later years he conducted 
GEORGE JESSEL, notch ger ge ye ge heed voice studio in Philly, retiring! Stephen Daniel Grayston, siage 
Acting Pres’dent, | ognition of whic 000 yp = ct five years ago. manager, died in Ipswich, England 
Jewish Theatrical Guild | recently set up a $5, ecaGres* Son and daughter survive. June 4. He- had been in show biz 


during the 
Pir r 
City. An injury to his leg in 1938 
cul 
tinued with a song-and-patter act 


: summer at the Steel 
minstrel shows in Atlantic 


and turned to radio where he 
created whimsical characters to 
stooge for local disk jockeys. 
Survived by his mother, two sis- 
te a son, and two daughters, one 
©f vhom is Patsy Garrett, radio 


singer, 





MARTY SYMES 
ity Symes, 49, songwriter and 


\T 


pianist, died June 19 in N. Y. while 
liding the subway to his home in 
I on Hills, Queens. Symes was 
Chiefly 

l music to some of his tunes. 





down his activity, but he con-! 


| 


ship in his name. 
Parents survive, 


JAMES A. BOSHELL 
James A. Boshell, 79, retired ac- 
tor and a former Actors Equity 
representative, died June 16 at his 
home in Jackson Heights, Queens. 
During the 7 1900s he ap- 
peared with and directed stock 


GEORGE J. HILER, SR. 
George J. Hiler, Sr., 84, retired 
orch leader and music teacher, 


for over 50 years, starting in 1901 
at the Lyceum there. 


Son, 40, of James Troop, house 


died June 16 in Dover, N. J., after} manager of the Mark Hellinger 
a brief illness. Hiler had con- | Theatre, N. Y., died June 18 in| 
ducted small combos throughout! NN. Y. 


North Jersey and tought «institu. 
mental music until his retirement 


Bernard Schofield, 59, former 
Leeds manager of Wardour Films, 


aul : . _| several years ago. . r 
Pe ee Wife, three sons and three| died in Blackpooi, Kngland, re- 
dos ” essed” “Just Life,” daughters survive. | ee nanan 

“Elizabeth _the Queen” a i. KARL P. AUER |; Mother, 56, of Herb Rogers, pro- 
> ARL P. AUE 


a lyricist but also composed | : 
: | June 20 after a four-month illness. 


Numbers turned out by Symes | 


included “It's the .Talk of the 
Town,” “Darkness on the Delta,” 
Under a Blanket of Blue,” “It’s 
“unday Down in Caroline.” “No 
G eater Love,” “I’ve Got an Invita- 





“Mourning Becomes Electra.” 
was with Equity for several years. 
Wife and a sister survive. 


HARRY DUBBS 
Harry Dubbs, 42, violinist with 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
for the last 14 years, died in Boston 





He founded and conducted the 
Boston Symphonette and had also 
appeared as guest conductor of the 
Boston Pops .and Esplanade con- 
certs. He was also a member of the 
faculty of Boston U’s College of 











Karl P. Auer, 63, a double bass} 
player with the St. Louis symph 
orch for many years, died in St. 
Louis June 13, Although his legs | 
were amputated in 1935, he con- 
tinued as a member of the orch| 
walking with the aid of artificial | 
legs and two canes. He also played | 
with the band of the Municipa! 
Theatre Assn. in the Forest Park 
playhouse for 23 years, 


, : | 
Wife survives. 


; Musician 


CLAYTON (JACK) NEARY | 


ducer of Tenthouse summer theatre 
in Chicago, died May 29 in Seattle 

Louis Weinberg, tember of Mo- 
tion Picture Operators Union, died 
June 18 in Chicago. 

Wife of Jack Train, English radio 
comedian, died in Midford, Eng- 
land, June 12. 


Edwards, 65 
died in Leeds, 


Alfred theatre 
England 
June 2. 





: Clayton (Jack) Neary, 47, for- agg 
Von to a Danee,” “Star Gazing,” ; Music. — mer manager of film houses in|, John MacArthur, conductor of 
Where There’s Smoke There's) Survived by wife, son, parents) payenport and Dubuque, Ia., died | the Glasgow string orch, died in 
+ ld , in Wh aa Pensive and sister. in a Davenport hospital June 4 ilasgow June 12. 
eae ies ril Comes " after a long illness. After leaving ere 
‘Again “I Don't Want to Be Loved PAUL M. LEWIS the ‘genous circuit 13 years avo | John H. Allen, Scot cinema vet 
\nyvone Else But You,” “Tippin’ | Paul M. Lewis, 61, who operated he became associated with stations | ©'@". died in Glasgow June 1. 
bouetOW Many Hearts Have You Lewis Bros. Circus until iliness| Kopp. Davenport, and WHBF. | -—_—- . 
P Ken “By the River of the forced his retirement two years) Rock Island, Ill. | 
“Pretending,” “I Have But ago, died of leukemia in a Survived by his wife. D bb d Pj 
_'* Meart’ and “Tara Talara’ Arbor, Mich., June 14. Lewis began eta U e IX 
his career es a pro boxer, later or-| HERMAS SMITH A | a 
‘e, two daughters and his ganizing an athletic show of boxers} Jferymas Smith, 33. television ——_ Continued from page 3 aaa 
StUrvive, and wrestlers which toured small! engineer for CBS in California, was little as $2.000 to $75,000, the final 
towns. In 1926 he acquired the cir-| qrowned in Lake Winnipesaukee ial dane luding the maximum of 
ARTHUR T. BRUSH cus, and with his wife, Mae, served at Laconia, N. H., June 12, when a $15.000 for dubbing. is far less than 
_'thur T. Brush, 44, since 1948 45 an animal trainer. ‘ small boat capsized. His compan-) 1) 0 yoduction cost for an Ameri 
ercial advertising director of Also surviving are a daughter, jon, a cousin whom he was visiting at ms de “B “film 
\ H. Boston, died of a heart to sisters and a brother. | was rescued. a agp: ad & inducement for the 
k June 21 at Newton-Welles- | » Surived by his wife, parents and) 4" ada ft bbed 3 : fs the 
Mass., Hospital. A former | CLYDE W. PIERCE a brother presentation of dubbed pix is th 


f 


at Middlebury College where 
_ d as correspondent for both 
\} and UP, After his gradua- 
' In 1929, he joined the staff of 


~f 


e 


paperman, he began his career | 


, _** 4Shington Times-Herald, re- | 


ing to Boston in 1930 to join 
> cepartment of the Record- 
©’Tican. 

n 1935, Brush moved to Man- 
‘er, N. H., taking over as ad- 


7 Using and sales manager of the | 


on-Leader, resigning in 1946 to 


PEAS adv director of station 


Clyde W. Pierce, 71, pioneer 
Toledo radio announcer, died June 
16 in Saginaw, Mich., after a three- 
week illness. He started with 
WTAL, Toledo, forerunner 





of | 


ERNEST T. CARTER 
Ernest Trow Carter, 86, composer 
and organist. died June 21 in Wal- 
lack Point, Conn. Carter composed 


WSPD. Later he was a radio sales-! several light operas. including “The 


man until five years ago, when he 
moved to Saginaw. 
Wife and a sister survive. 


NORMAN ROSS 
Norman Ross, 57, vet NBC an- 
nouncer and disk jockey, died 





plan of the American Dubbing Co., 
headed by Peter W. Riethof, to be- 
gin dubbing of foreign pictures in 
stereophonie sound to meet the re- 
quirements of houses that have in- 
stalled the new sound equipment. 


White Bird” and The Blind Riethof. who handled the dub- 
| Donna.” He was editor of rhe bing of “Anna” and is set to re- 
| Princeton Song Book” and other 





| 
} 


college tune books. 
A son and two daughters survive 
Maria Roehtk, 


Mrs. 75, former 


June 19 in Evanston, Ill. He started concert violinist and first violinist 


He was second v.p. of theas a radio announcer in 1929 and ‘with the St. Louis Philharmonic 


lingo two additional IFE releases 
estimates that at least 100 dubbed 
pix will be making the rounds by 
the end of 1954. For the present 
year, he figures there will be a 
; total of about a dozen. 


|} Blumenstock, 


| Pres 


MARRIAGES 


Gloria DeHaven to Martin Kim- 
mell, Pittsburgh, June 21. Bride is 
film actress and nitery singer. 

Mary Jean Harold to Jack Dolph, 


Ambler, Pa., June 20. Groom is an 
associate producer at WCAU-TV, 
Philly, and son of writer Jack 
Dolph. 

Angela Newman to Philip 
O'Flynn, Dublin, June 11. Both 
are with Abbey Players. 

Helena McCann to’ Richard 
Chariton, Los Angeles, June 10. 
He's co-producer of the Sombrero 


Plavhouse, Phoenix 

Dorothy Goldsmith to Bernard 
Klein, Pittsburgh, June 21. Bride 
is with Stanley Warner booking 
department 

Patte Preble to Stanley Grover, 
Chicago, June 14 Bride is daugh- 
ter of Robert C. Preble, Enevclo- 
pacdia Britannica prexyv; groom 18 
in Detroit cast of “South Pacific.” 

Patricia John to Bert McCord, 
Evanston, IIL, June 14. Groom is 
drama reporter for N. Y. Herald 


Tribune 


Veuas, June 17 She's a sec- 
in the U-IT publicity depart- 
he LV contact in that 


Bonnie Thompson to Cliff Brown, 
ais 
el 


ary 
ment 
aivi 

Lillian Alpert to 
B OOKIVN June li 


radio 

ion 

Wolf, 
N.Y. 


Michael 
Bride is 
ociated Theatre: 
Havden, 
Bride is 
comic of 


rep tor 


Ruth 
Philade! 
nitery 
team oft 


Benny 
21) 
oon) ! 
Havden 
on to 
Lubboc k 
KDUB-TYV 
Lorie Nathanson to Ralph 
Poronto, recently. Bride 
is daughter of Henry L. Nathan- 
on, head of Metro of Canada, 


to 
June 
singer: £1 
Ilaller & 

Wi 
June 
attetr 


Rope rs 


phia 


Llovd 
Tex, 
there, 


ham 
9 


at 


Di lores 
Wright 
lle’s al 


Nancy 


BIRTHS 

Mir. and Mi lra D 
Bovota, Colombia, June 
is general manaper 
Bros, there 

Mr. and Mrs 
te! 16 

a wardrobe 
Studios 

Mr. and Mi Dick Drevfu son, 
Pittsburgh, June 18 Father is 
head of WDTV filin de partment 


Beck 
13 
for 


son, 
Father 
Warner 


Jack Anvel, 
Holly wood 
man at ¢ 


daugh- 
Father 
Olumbia 


Jiume 


Dr. and Mr: William Lebeau, 
son, Pittsburgh, June 17 Mother 
Marian Berger, radio harpist 

Mr. and Mrs. Sterling Yates, son, 
Pittsburgh, May 25 Father is ra 
aio writer and comedian 

M and Mrs. William Hackney, 
on. Pittsburgh, June 15 Mother 
is Playhouse actress 

Mr. and Mrs. Charl Steinhanu- 

er, son, Baltimore, June 15, Fath- 
er is son of Si Steinhauser, radio- 
TV editor of Pittsburvh Press 

Mr. and Mrs, Jack Zelenak, 
daughter, Pittsburgh June 1), 
Father is on staff of Carousel 
nitery, 

Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Papas, 
son, Pittsburgh, June 8 Father 


|} has the nabe Teinple Theatre 


Maj. and Mrs. Marvin Daniel 
Perskie, daughter, New York, June 
17. Mother is former Haidee Bebe 
Blumenstock, daughter of Mort 
Warner Bros. vee- 
pee 

Mr. and Mi Dick Ricker, son, 
Evanston, Di), June 8. Father is a 
salesman with WGN-TV, Chicago. 

Mi and Mrs. Robert Lonye- 
necker, daughter, June 17, Holly- 
wood Mother is actress Ruth Hus- 
ey; father is avent and video em- 
coe 

M1 Nii Ronald La 
England, 
legit group manager in Pre 

Mi and Mrs tob Lav 
Mauchline Scotland 
a film exhib 

Mr. and Mrs 
daughter, June 
Mother is Beverly 

Mr. and Mre 
N. Y., recently. 


and 
ton 


ne 
recently 


son, 
He's 
fon 

rence on, 
June 2. He's 


Neil J. Westens, 
17 Holly vood, 
Laine, sinver 

Louis Gilbert, son, 

Father is an actor, 

Mr. and M Monte Proser, son, 

Dovlestown, Pa., June 16. Mother 

is actress Jane Ball; father is oper- 

of La Vie en Rose. N.Y 

Mr. and My) Mort Green. son, 

June 19 } ither LV 
tnercd with George 


atoi niter 


Rat Si cing on, 
ond. Va June 11. Father is 
iocke 

Aye ana Mi Joe Hf det 
Newport. R. J... June 17. Father is 
sportscaster and disk jockey on 
WRJM there 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Rush 
June 18, Philadelphia. Father is 

istant to the president of Offi- 
cial Films, vidpix producing-dis- 
tributing outfit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Zimmer- 
man, daughter, Philadelphia. June 

director of advertis- 


on, 


17. Father 1: 
ing and promotion for WFIL and 
WFIL-TV. 


Mr. and Mrs. N. J. Yiannias, 
daughter, Dubuque, Ia., June 19. 
Bride is the daughter of Louis 
Kerasotes, Springfield, Iil., film 
exhib: father is son of James 


) Yiannias, Dubuque theatreowner. 
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BLAINE FACTS! 


Or How The London Critics Hailed 





The Star Of “Guys And Dolls”’ 


"But the credit should have been 
given to MISS BLAINE herself. She 
led a great musical comedy with 
skill and goveeee. . 

PAUL HOLT, “Daily Herald 

"VIVIAN BLAINE dazzling in 

"Guys and Dolls’. . 
JOHN BARBER, “Daily Express 

“VIVIAN BLAINE heads the doll 

population." “The Times" 


"There are many compensations, 


notably VIVIAN BLAINE a shrill 


and beautiful blonde who is brassily- 


enchanting as a love sick nightclub 
aoe SECIL WILSON, “Daily Mail” 
"VIVIAN BLAINE is a honey, the 


audience did not want to let her 


So NOEL WHITCOMB, “Daily Mirror” 
“VIVIAN BLAINE, highly cute 


and tuneful." " 
ALAN DENT, “News Chronicle 


"Miss Adelaide, represented with 
stunning blode cuteness by VIVIAN 


BLAINE." 
A. =. WILSON, "The Star" 


"Miss VIVIAN BLAINE (Miss 
Adelaide) is a very choice blonde 
Judy and she gets to sing a we 
which goes as follows, ‘Take Bac 
Your Mink from Whence it Came’ 
and which-hits me slab-dab in the 
ear as being supernaturally colour- 
ful. Myself, | prefer her to Miss 
Elizabeth Webb who plays the mis- 
sion doll but, naturally, | did not 


mention such an idea out loud." 
KENNETH TYNAN 
“Evening Standard" 


"VIVIAN BLAINE blazed with un- 


rationed vitamins.’ 
“Sunday Graphic" 


"VIVIAN BLAINE in ‘Take Back 


Your Mink’ is the slickest thing in 
the show." “News of the World" 


“VIVIAN BLAINE galvanizing in 


‘Guys and Dolls’." 
ROSS SHEPHERD, "The People" 








“Personal note to Miss VIVIAN 
BLAINE, star of ‘Guys and Dolls’. 
Dear VIVIAN, You were terrific. 
Yours was the most difficult part 
and you carried if off magnificently. 
Take no notice of the half dozen who 
boo'ed from the gallery, there were 
2694 others in the Coliseum who 
cheered. Thanks for the songs and 
thanks for the rich Damon Runyon 
fun in the funniest musical comedy 
| have seen. Just thinking about it 
makes me laugh." 

JOHN GAY, "Sunday Empire News" 








"On the credit side, VIVIAN 
BLAINE'S performance." 
KEN SMITH, "Sunday Chronicle" 


"| declare VIVIAN BLAINE to be 
not only the star of the evening, but 
one of the brightest stars that ever 
shone in the musical comedy firm- 


ament." BEVERLEY BAXTER 
"Sunday Express" 


"The honours of the evening go 
to VIVIAN BLAINE." 
FRANK JACKSON, "Reynolds News" 


"VIVIAN is quite the best thing 


in the show." 
REX NORTH, "Sunday Pictorial" 


"VIVIAN BLAINE, the perfect 
Runyon doll with a figure out of a 
Peter Arnold drawing. Her ‘Take 
Back Your Mink’ was the most ob- 
vious show stopper of the evening." 


PHILIP HOPE WALLACE 
“Manchester Guardian" 


"VIVIAN BLAINE, repeating her 
role as the principal doll (Miss 
Adelaide), went through her per- 
formance with a sparkle and gaiety 
that proved infectious. She wowed 
‘em with ‘A Bushel and a Peck’ and 
‘Adelaide's Lament’, but she capped 
her earlier triumphs with her scintil- 
lating interpretation of ‘Take Back 
Your Mink'." "Variety" 


"VIVIAN BLAINE gives a daz- 
tling display of animation as Ade- 
laide and makes no mistake about 
‘Take Back Your Mink’. "Stage" 


"'Guys and Dolls' memorably led 
by Miss VIVIAN BLAINE." 


"Punch" 


“Miss BLAINE in ‘Take Back Your 
Mink, Take Back Your Poils' is one 
vast delight." 

MARY HAYLEY BELL, "Spectator" 


"When VIVIAN BLAINE takes re- 
peated bows for her songs, she does 
so as Miss Adelaide, a strident eye- 
ful of the hot-box nightclub." 

GEORGE SCOTT, "Truth" 


“VIVIAN BLAINE is the star. Her 
two big numbers, 'A Bushel and a 
Peck’ and “Take Back Your Mink’ 
both stopped the show cold—and 
derrvedig.” 

RAY SONIN, "New Musical Express" 


"Miss Adelaide (VIVIAN 
BLAINE), who looks a_ million 


throughout, stops the show." 
KEN GORDON 
“Weekly Sporting Review" 


"| took to my heart VIVIAN 
BLAINE as Adelaide, the well- 


known fiancee." “Harper's Bazaar” 


"VIVIAN BLAINE captivated her 


audience." "Birmingham Post" 


"VIVIAN BLAINE is enchanting." 


“Nottingham Journal" 


"VIVAN BLAINE is an enchanting 
nightclub singer." 


"Yorkshire Observer" 


"VIVIAN BLAINE was as cute 
and as blonde as they make them." 
- “Scotsman Herald," Edinburgh 


"VIVIAN BLAINE, bright as a 
chrome button." 
GWEN ROBYNS, "Liverpool Echo" 


VIVIAN BLAINE 


Now Appearing at the LONDON COLISEUM, London. England 


4 Personal Manager: 


MANNY G, FRANK 


Agents: 


WILLIAM MORRIS 


Publicity: 


ZUSSMANN & BAYNE 








